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[l ¢ Where was it kept?”
| % It was kept in my study at Osklea
atid how it was removed thence 1l do
not know.” 5 s

“\Wno have free access to your
study 1"

“ Al my household.”

¢ Wus the pistol, then, left where
any of your household could have tak
enit?”

“ It wag in its cnse in a cabinet.”

“ Was the cdbinet open 1”

“ It iy huve been' left apen by some
chatice; but it was usually kept lotked.”

“ Aud you retain the key 3"

“Yes"”

-

he )
h| Things were nat looking very prom-

iging for Mr. John Derringer ; the
n | proofs against him were strong and- he

Had ne witness to testity to lus inno-
ernee But tre valet, who said he had
left his master in bed ac eleven d'clock
that night, but had to cenfess that he
had not seen him again ngtil the worn-
ing, whereas not enly the_ groem could
swear to having seen him enter the
stable-yard that night; or rathér ewrly
morning, Bt a gawwekeeper of Sir
Philip’s had met hiw nding on the
high-road, and had exchanged a * good
iight ” with bim.

“ Will you sweat that you were not
riding on the night of the 22ud of Aug-
ust, Mr: Derringer 1”7 the magistrates’
siavk swid preseatly ; and Jack hesitat-
d for a moment, . :

“ How can I swear it?" be said im-
futiently. ‘1 often ride out late, and

don’t kesp a diary ; therefbre how
ban [ tell whether I was riding or not
In that particular night 17

“ There is one question I wish to ask
pu, My, Derringer;” Sir Hengy Lang-
burg said.  “ Is it true that you weuld
bdve tried Lo escape this inquiry if it
bud been possible $

“ It is quite true, 8ir Henry.”

“ But, declaring vourself innecent,
etiying all grudge agwmst Mr. Gil-
ore, why sheuld you wish to do so 2"
“ For reasons [ prefer te keep to my-
If,"” said Mr, Derringsr culmly.

“ Good rwasons, J_suupese 1

“ Esceilent omen.” )

“ And, in face of this grave evidence
gainst vou, you refuse to give them 1’
§ir  Henry suid, leaning forwdtd and
eaking with some enyrestness. “Yeou
re the sbn of an old dnd valued friend
mine, Mr. Derringer, and I grieve
pore than I can day to see you in this
bosition. I should be glad if yeu could
prove to-our satisfuction that you are
inoeent,”

“You are very goad, Sir Henry., I
ill awear to vy innoecenca readily. [
ad  no groige against Mr. Richard
rilmore, anil, even if [ had, 1 should
het have taken the means attribited
0 me to avengs myself ; and my rea-
Bns for wishing to escape this enqiiry
rere purely persenal considerations,”
“You witl not state them 1"

Jack bowkd silently in silence ; the
ngistrates 1ooked ut each other with
piie signiflcance,

Dick, who had been giving a very
ivided attention to the case, and who
poked  waary and  fatigued, glanced
und the conrt. and cinghs siglit of
r. Holm#woo . s tallithite head as he
od talking to the ldwyer whe watch-
the caxe for Mr. Dervinger, and who
a8 looking trinmphant at the com-
unication, whatever it was, which the
d tarmer was making to him.  Dick
ondered a little, and; when the old
an had ceased to speak, made him a
un to come and sit with himself and
r Philip, a sign which Mr. Holme:
00d either did wot xee gF chose to iy-
pre, for Dick followed Lim with his
es and saw that he returned to a seat
bmewlit apart, and that He was bend<
g over a mlender lirtle figire in ses 3
it and fur, the sight of which made
1ck’s heart beat fast and His blue eye
pftan and grow veéry tender,

The next moment they  darkened
gait,  Why Bad Mavsie come there !
e wonderedd—for he had recognised

'v, in spite of her thick veil. [t Fan
o plice for a  delicate-minded girl,
nele Geff was very wrong te bring’
er, and it war foolish of hier to wish to
me ; she must have known that neith
he (Dick) nor Siv Philip wonid aj-
prove of swch o procemding,  She seem-
i shy and ashauree ton, he fucied, for
he was leaning against nnels Geoff,
ul her head was drooping dpon her
reast; aitd her lands were tightly
fusped together,  What had p s8sessed
er to come |

There had been a little panse in the
roceedings ¢ the  magistrates  were
ravely conferting with their clatk, and
committal for trinl 7 wus written qpon
ery line of their grave fucls.  Jick
Derringsr was talking to his lawyer,
and Dick saw that he was much agitat-
| at what the other was saying to him,
for he gianced reund the court eagerly,
and shook his head at some one in

S

bidding something ; But almost imeied-
the lawyer rtise with the guniet an-
nottncewent that e had arotlier wit-
ness for the defence: There was some
excitement in court; and then Maysie's;
name was spoken.  The girl stepd up,
drooping # little ; and Sir Henry, tean-
ing forwawd; told her geutly to fift lier
veil, As she did so, there was a ]ittlg
murmur ameng the spectatorm; while
Sir Philip turned unxieusly to Dick,
who had risen biit reseated himself im-
medintelyTvery pale, hut stern.

Gead Heuven! How pale she was,
how ghastly pale ! Beside her ovallor
Dick Gilmore's face was ruddy, and the
ashy grav hue upon her fuce seemed te.
have roblipd her of all besuty; but
thera wassomething irresistibly path-

tighre; it the tretor of the pale lips,
which patted twice Lo speak in answer
to the guistions put to her, but fiem
which no gound came. *

“ I do not wish to distress you in any
way, Miss Lattrell,” the lawver said,
speaking very gently and deterentially;
“but I shetld be glad if you eould
throw sowe light upon this matter. It
is & serious one for my cliant.”

“ Miss Duttretl will serve me better
by keeping silent,” Jagk Derringer said
dlend aud’ earnestly. [ appreciate
fully the gefierousity which has bronght
her heré ; but T am.willing—more than
willing—ta bear the punishment of the
crime df which I ain accused, rvather
than expose her te such a painful or-
deal.”

The girl had rever lifted her eves,
and she did not raise them now ; but
at the woils yo enrnestly, almost ten-
derly speken her lips trembled, and
over the puis taca which had been so
tixed und dkathlike passed a little trem-
or which gnve it a look of life again:

_ “I ant at 2 loss to know what light
my ward tan throw npon this basiness,”
Sir Philip said haughtily. “ But, since
it seems thit she has some testimony
to give; itfvill be better to hesr ir.

Pray pr at once; My, Dean.”

_ A Iiﬂ' his ewn i 'innn‘l aoleoa
rather 7| ‘bel By little wan,
hopeless 1¥» of the wilness he was

abaut te exawine, hurried aver the pre-
liminaries; and asked Maysis some
duestions; which she ntisweied i g«
voice 80 low as to be almnst ingudible,

“ Pardon me,” he said geutly—« [
wnst ask you to repeat the scatentent.
Do I understand you to say that Mr,
Derringer could not have fired the shot
which wotinded Mr. Gilmore, since, at
the time ®hen it was fired, a minate
or two after midnight on the night in
question, he was in yout compiany 1"

There was n little stiv amcug the
audience, wiich, slight as it was, dead-
ened the answer ; but those immediate-
ly arouud her knew that the _gil had
answered *¢ Vew,”

“ Yon mét him by appointment 17

113 YPS.”

“ Was thé heur fixed for your meet-
ing twelve d'clock 1"’

“ Half-past eleven.”

“ Did M2 Derringer reuin with
vou wntil twelve v'clock 17 e,

“ Until one o'élock.”

“You are sure1”

“ T am quite #ure.”

She was speaking more steadily now;
hut still she had not lified her eyks.
The bitterness of death itself was upon
her ag she stood there, knowing that
Dick’s ears were listening to hier watds,
and thit she was losing the j6ve wliich
was thore to her tlidn her lits ; she felt
as if sversthing wers leavirg her, as if
she were opening her hands and letting
fall fromi them her home, he friends,
her lover; and her love, . Deatl) itself
wénld have been easier, she rhought,

“ You are quite sire that you are
correct s to the hours, Miss Luttrel] 1
Sir Henry Langbnrg asked more coldly
than he had previously spoken to her.

i“ YPN.”

-

while M. Derpinger was with yout”

o Y(‘ﬂ." i

“ &nd one o'clock 1"

“ Yes"

“ He left you at agne?”

“ Yeon” ‘

Only the poor little -monasylldble ;
ghe could not furce herself to tter any
other ward : litit that one wus enaodgh.
“And youware vfitally sure that you
lieard twelve o'clotk strike almost fin-
‘mwiimdy beforé the shot was fired,
Mr, Gilmore 1"

“Iam quite aare,” Dick replied

steadily ; *“and ¥ iincle; Mr., Holure-

wood, will tell you that I left him at

ahout a qnarter ro twelve.”

* It would take shout a quarter of

an hodr to ride frowm Holmewood to thie

Court.”

“'It could be easily done in less,” re-

plied Dick very ealmly, even smiling.

‘“ Bt it was such a pleasant night that .

U was enjoying tie air, and rede slow-

A L

etie in h@uce, in the drooping girlish !

“Yon heard' twalve o'clock stiike A

RYDAY, MAR. 27, I884, ... NO. %
Jack anewered quietly. Maygic'? immediate vicinity, as if for- | ly.”

“ Theuk you. °F think that will be
all, Miss Luttrell.” ,

‘ One tifowent,” interposed one of
the magistrates, “ May I as voif;
Miss Luattrell;if there were any reasons
for your niéeting Mr. Derringer at such.
a time dud such & place? It seerns o
strange proceeding for & young lady in
ydur position.  Could you net Wave
mét M. Derrigg:r at a wore fitting
opportnuity 3 "

There whs no dnswer ; but into the
ghasily filcé came two harniag spots of
colour, muking her extrems pallat ves
more appdrent:

could not

u{ en.’ )

“ What was it 1" :

“My gnar—Sir Philip Gilrhste—
had fortidden me to speak to Mr. Der-
ringer.” ; :

‘“ So you miet him clandestinely ! " re-
marked the mugistrate; in & tone which
waid infinitely mare. than his words.
“ What made you keep the truth sectet
s long 17 he added mdré gently; neeitig
that the gitl wag trettbling so  viclént-
ly thiat slie could hardly stand. “ Suve-
ly it would have been eusier to teil
your guardian, and so spars yourself
such an ordeal s this!”

Easier ! It would have been easier
to die, Maysie thought vigusly, as she
raised et éves for s momseut to the
grave face;

-+ “I hoped—1 always hoped,” she be-

see hint in tlie duptime?”

confused and misty, all jumbled togeth-
er except one, & stern beauiiful fuce
with blue eyes, which looked at her
with pain and contewpt and snger,

“ I anderstand,” was thé grave re-
mark ; ¢ you wished still to ke your
secret, aid hoped the confession would
bave been unnecessary. It will net
need testimony to assure us of its truth;
it bas cost you toe mueh td doubt it:
That will do.” o

The sea of corifused faces Wil rose
and fell before her eyes; the stern piti-
less anger in Dick’s gite seeming o
Lurn iteeltigte her lirdin a9 shie turned

grope her way. The next moment they
were taken in uncleGeoff's strong clasp;
sind alniost indonsciously she fonnd her-
self in the cold autimn gir ; the mase
of faces had disappéared; sud ouly ancle
Geotl's was bending over her:

CHAPTER IX.

In utter and unbroken silence wnele
Geefl drove home to tlie farm: Maysie
was leaning against him as she sat by
hia side, her head droeping upon her
breast.  As they left the town and en-
tered the quigt conntry rodd; she jrush-
ed dp Her zﬁ”‘vith a little gasping sol
and uncle ff saw that thé hestic
plour had disappeared, and thit she
was whie a3 death ; even her lips were
coiouriess.

He did not spéak to het, for some
thing in the wide. desoldte eves
lt.uring straight héfore her toid liim that
she could neither heéd nor undetstand;
and in complete sileuce tlie dtave to
che farm. ) : :

At the dlttle witket-gate tincle Geoff
pulled up; gave the réius to the groom,

ceiving as he did go thut the girl was
utterly dndble tostand or walk without
assistance. Bnt uncle Geoff's strength
was more than sufficient for such’ &
light weight as hers; dnd he Hulf led,
hinlt carrled her into the oid-fusliidn®d
onk-panelled parlour, and put lier gitiet:
ly on the couch, leaving Le: there fora
few mements, while he went Himsalf
and brought a tonic, and forced n 11ttlé
through th& white dry lips.  Tha glel
herself seemed perfectly uuable tg fe:
sist or to second his endeavours ; she
sat just where lie had placgd her, her

Iy at her side, hér eyes still fixed dud,
staring.
[to BE CONTINUED.]

Salt Rheum.

Salt Rhewm; Pimples or Blotihes can
be thoroughly remeved by « prepetr up-
pleation of MdGregor's & Parke’s Car-
bolic Cerate to the part, and & fow
doses of McGregor's Speedy Cire for
impure blood:  Be sure and get the
grdine.  Prepured by McGregor &
Parke. Sold at 25 cents st Mills Bros',
Diug Score. B

, Fluid Lightmitig.-

FluidLightning not enly ciiresTooth-
ache instantly; but alse Neuralgin,
Headache; Esrache, Rheuwmatism, Lum-
buge und Sciatice:. Pain of any kind
canngt reminin une niinWte where it is
nppiied:  When you hewr of Fluid

est marvels ever knewn in the way of
& medician, as it never fails to cure;
add not in a week or u day, but the in:

stant it is applied to the atfected pare:
Bold at Mills Bros’, Jarvis:
o 4 i

gan feebly, a8 the fuces seemed to grow:

bead dreoping foriward en her breast;
Her little gloved hanes fulling helploss.

“ Was theré drty fedson Why you -

»

feebly, putting out lier hands, »e if to

and lifted Muyaie to the groun, ver. |

Lightning you hesr of one of the great:




