‘_3
hnthinthakmwhda. of English and in the
and practioe of threir profession.
also that thes
teachers in these Frenech schoocls have ta.

oarry on their work in the face of diffionl-
ties not met with in an exclusively English

pr—

FRENCH IN THE SCHOOLS.
The (Ontario Govermni Commissioners Make
Their Report
GENEBAL BECOMMENDATIONS.
The Commissioners appointed by the

districts whioch are wholly French, or im
which there are only a few English-speak-
ing residents. The hear no language
out of school but French. They have na
occagion to make use of the English lan-
and their progress imlearning it is
necesaarily slow.
It will be observed that this report bears
exclusively on the schools among the
French people and in which the French
language is used, It has to do with tha
srlg‘gren of the English langnage in Frencl
istricts. There has nof, therefore, beem
any special reference made to the English
minority. Their situation is, in not a few
cases, ane of difficulsy. The schools as
now condacted sre not satisfactory fa ; Mus
them. Their children come in contack
with views of religious and national ques- - Can
tions with which they are not in sympathy. ’
The question should, therefore, be consid- i Nip
ered with special reference to these diffi-
culties. Whatever text-books are used Oh'!
shonld be such as Protestanta can pus with X
gatisfaction into the hands of their chil- -
dren, and whatever in any Public School > . e Bow
prevents or renders undesirable the attend- \ .
/

Inspectors. Taking the proficiency of the
French teschers in the use of the English
as she basis of classification,
tweu;mrtynx r(xiny be clacsed as good, twenty
by : — ir, ineteen ag nos competent
Minister of Educsation to inquire into the : mOG DD iy o
teachiag of English in the schools in the eﬁm‘,““hcy.w any degree

French districta in the countsies of Pres- T

ssex, Kent and Bimocoe
oott, Baseell, E Before speaking of the work done in the
schoals, it should be mentioned :

(1) That the schools in the several coun-
ties were inspected at a time of the year
(May and June) when the attendance in
rural schools consisss chiefly of the younger

(2) Thas the teaching of little children in
twa languages necessarily adds to the work
of the teacher, and for a time renders the
progress of the pupil slower than it wounld

be in s school in which only one language

is taught. ministered by that gentleman for so many
With reforence o the instructions con- years has exerted & beneficial influence in

tained in your circular juss quoted we find ; | preventing race prejudice, and in further-
(1) Thas some English is taught in every ing the educational interests of all classes

are conssantly hmughtn_loontwthththe

tma,theyusnnllyundetsdengﬁsh&nd
speak it with some fluency, sthough French
is the langnage of their homes. Their

theitreligionmdtheirloveoi

who have passed such examinations ehould
receive & license to teach. «

(IL) That special institutes be held for
the immediate benefit of the teachers now

ed in the French achools.

(IIL.) That the astention of the teachers
be oalled at once tothe necessity of making
greater use of the oral ar con i
method in teaching English.

TEXT-BOOKS.

(IV.) That & bi-lingual series of Beaders
— French and English—be provided for the
French schools in Ontario.

If this were done parents would be saved
the expense of purchasing two setaof books,
of which many now complain.

The work of both teackersand pupil would
be simplified, and there wauld be placed in
she hands of the pupils books that would
aid them materally in acquiring & know-
ledge of both

Under competent teachers, with guch
books, the pupil should, on completing the
Second Booak, be sufficiensly familiar with
English to ensable him to receive instruc-
sion in this language in the various sub-
jects prescribed. We recognize the diffi-
culties inseparable from the introduction

Although racial identity is till distinotly
marked, yet the English-speaking and the
French.speaking people live side by gide in

with each other. The French
schools, with three exceptions are in North
Essex, and are under the supervision of Mr.
Girardos, Public School Inspector. From
the testimony of persons occupying promi-
nent positions in this county, and from our
own observation, we believe thas the pru-
dent and imparsial manner in whick the
schoul law and regulations have been ad-

Before speaking in detail of what are
eommonly known as the French schools in
s$hese connties, it may not be ou$ of plsce
so speak of the immigration of the French

ple, snd of the circumssances under
which these schools were

The firss sestlers, who were English-
speaking people, settled chiefly upon the
high lands, snd lefs unoccn ied the low or
swamp lands, of which there were large
arese thas could be recisimed only by very

SCHOOLS.

There are thirty schools in the ccunty
of Essex in which French is taught, and
all were inspected by us. M_nnyotthase

(2) That the Ontaric Readers have been
insroduced into every school.

(3) That the pupils are usaally well sap-
plied with English reading books.

(4) That in at least twelve schools the
work done in English is much beyond the
amount preseribed.

(5) That in 24 schools more time is given
to ish than thas prescribed in the cir-
cular; in 6 the time prescribed is given
and in 28 less than the time prescribed is
given.

(6) Thas in very few scheols has suffi-
cient attention been given so colloquial

exeroises.

In several schools only young children
were $, and claeses were therefore
confined $o pupils in the Firss Reader. If
should be mentioned, however, that, when-
ever the teacher was at all proficient in
speaking English, and when the school con-
tained pupils who had been attending some
time, these pupils were almost invariably
in she third or fourth class in English,
showing that progress was being made in
this subject. In 17 schools the results
were very satisfactory indeed, and in several
mqniteequnltotheworkdone in good
English schools. In 21 schools fair [g:ﬂos

anca of those children should be removed.
Interviews were had with many of the i Gra
older residents in the districts visited, and
with those interested in thequestions undexr o
investigation. 1t wasfound that while thera it n
were complaints made by the English-
speaking minority in some sections, on the x
grounds already reforred to, yes in other 1 u
sections people similarly gituated had no An
complaints to make. Some of the people

spoken with seemed to thinkthat there had - A
been in recent years an increased deoser- Grs
mination on the pars of the French people Op
to give prominenos to their language wo the Yo
exclosion of the English. They believe v
they see evidence of this in the socisl and G
educational tendencies in their localisies. C
While this may be the case in some places,

residents in other districts had observed no

tendenocy in that direction.

Before leaving the subject of these schocls &
it is only just o temchers and pupils to awi
gtate thas your Commissioners were much ol

with the politeness and good con- for
duct of the children, both in and out of be!
school. We have also to thank teachers,
trustees and inspectors tor their uniform
courtesy and for the valuable assistance Bu
rendered us in oconducting this investign-
tion. We have pleagure also in recogma-
ing the kindness with which we werae
received by the people in the distri
vigited. All of which is respectfully sub- .
mitted. w8

English schools. In twelve schools Eng-
lish is mainly the language of the schoal ;
in fourteen, French and English are taught
about equally ; and in tour, French is the
language of the achoal, the teaching in
English being limited to reading and trans-
lation. The work done in these schools is
abous equal to whas is done in the ordi-
nary English rural school. The school
houses and grounds nsuslly show neatness
and taste, and the schools are very well
Taking the standing of the pupile in Eng-
lish s the basis of classification, seventeen
schoole may be ciassed as goad, six a8
fair and seven as poor and unsatisfactory.
The practice referred to, in connection
with the schoolsin Prescott and Russell,
of teaching the children to acquire some
proficiency in reading French before they
begin to learn English, is the practice
d in the Connsy of Essex alsa.
Teachers claim that the French child learns
to read English more readily after he has
learned to read a littlein his own
The schedule, in which the statistics are
given for each achool, shows a large num-
ber of pupils who are nos learning English,
bus these, with very few exceptions, are

lieve they would be more than ocounter-
balanced by the advantages to be derived
(V.) That the nse of unsuthorized text-
books in these schaola be discontinuned.
RELIGIOUS EXERCISES AND INSTRUCTIONS.
(VL) That the attention of trustees and
teachers be called to the provisions of the
law governing religious instruction in Pab-
lic Schools, as there seems to be a general
lack of information on this subject.
GENERAL REMARKS.
The object aimed at in the Public Schools
of the Province is ta give to the youth as-
ing them sach an educasion in the com-
mon branches of knowledge as will fit them

shown by the following census returns for
/ the vesrs 1851, 1861, 1871 snd 1881:

/ Total French
popl'n. popi'n.
851 .eeerens 13,357 4,128
THTL e eevmaresie neree 35,391 15,223
Increase pr c'nt. from 1851
& wo ' _187lto 1881
| @Daring the pass twenty yoars ‘many of
 the Eoglish-speaking people have removed
| %o other parts of the country and very few
' of shat ciass have moved into the counties.

| The resuls is thas the i of
~ lish popuistion has been less than that of

the French.

While uneccupied lsnds ocould be o
tained the immigrasion of French Caoa-

disns consinued ; but as nearly all these
lauds have now been purchased and brought
ander cultivation, shis immigration has of
late been very much reduced. Several of
she oldgettuutoldulthstdnﬂngtha
past four or five years it had simost en-
tirely ceased. They also stated that many

5

tion to the peculiar circumstances of certain
sections of the country, in order that the
end sought may thereby be more fully as-
tained.

There can be no question as to the fact

condition of these lass mentioned schools
muss be attributed, we believe, mainly to
the inability of the teachers to speak Eng-

French sestlers bad recently sold their | lish freely. 1f the children are to learn $o | either in the First French Bock orin the | that in all the French achools in the several
farms and removed to Mamitoba or the speak the English langusge their teachers Firss Part of the Second Book. We believe, counties visited, noswithstanding particular Avrrrep H. Revnar, M. A., Bu
Western States. muss be able to speak is. The teacher who | however, $hat the numbers are too large in | cases of backwardness or inefficiency, an lJ) f'gﬁ‘m'

effors is being made to impart & knowledge
of the English language; and not only eo,
but this work is receiving a larger amount
of attention at present thaninformer years.
There are some of the schools in which Eng-
lish has been well taught fur many yesars, so
that they are practically English schools.
There are also some, ag will be seen from
the statistical statemens forming part of
this report, in which the English langusge
is largely used in the work of the school.

finds it difficuls to express his thoughts
in English, to pupils who know even less
of English than himself, naturally uses the
lsnguage which both he and they under-

many schools, and that some teachers are
not so prompt as they should be in begin-
ning to teach English to their pupils.
The method usually followed in teaching
Engiishtotheanchchildreninthesnme

Taoronto, Aug. 22nd, 1889.

FRENCH LANGUAGE IN THE SCHOOLS.
As the French Canadian people and i:;:

English.spesking people, on i
the districs, settled in separate communi-
ties, the school sections became, f0 &

A Hard Road to Travel. v 4 W

It is very difficult to see why anyone wha g
believes in his Bible should have muah o H
smypashy for characters of the Maybrick f
kind even when they coma near the soaffold.
Mnnyalongdnyhnmedm’noethe good
book said, ** Be sure your sins will find you
ous.’ Censuries have rolled away sinoe ik

The lack of progress is not, however, the
result of this cause only. We found in two
schools, in which English-speaking teachers
were employed, that the standing of the
pupils wae quite below that of the French

ils in several schools whose teachers

ocolloquial exercises or oral instruction in
the junior classes. As many of she pupils,
however, had learned to 8 English by

:z;m::t chllg‘“wh‘:tmw conld spesk comparatively litsle English. agsociating with English children, this de- | This is the case more particularly in the | was announced that, * The way of trans- i W
: A‘; hole sections were setsled Dy the good methods and had labored faithfully; in | ag it would be in schools entirely French. There are some schools in which the time | any surprise when a noted and flagrans A
! o i given to English and the use of that lan- | transgressor finds the way hard? Why

t$he other teaching of English had evidently
been neglected. As many of the teachers
have attended only the Public Schools in
the dissrics, and have received no profes-
gional training, they are not proficient in
approved meshods of teaching, and the
meshod ususlly followed in teaching the
children o speak English is very defective.

RELIGIOUS EXERCISES IN THE SCHOOLS.

Your Commissioners found thas religious
exercises occupy & prominent place in the
schools inspected by us. Io 57 schools
religious instruction is given during school
hours, in 22 it i given either before or after
sshoal, and in 18 no religious instruction is
given. This instruction is given by the
teachers from a catechism p
children of the Roman Casholic Church,
and it is to the teaching from this cate-
chism that reference is made in the
schedule and summary when religious in-

guage in the school are too limited ; bus,
even im these, more attention is paid to
English than formerly, and the use made
of it in the work of instruction is greater
than it was a few years ago.

In dealing with tkese schools, in order to
raise them to a higher standard, and to

should not the Maybricks find the way
hard? If they always found it easy there
would be grave reasens for doubting the
trath of God's word. Indeed if a woman - | 0
¢f the Maybrick type found life as happy ’ o
and pleasant as the best wives and mothers :
often find it, many people would doubt the
very existence of God. God hag said thas
the way of transgressors muss always be

pect it otherwise. Why sheuld people al-
ways raise a howl when they merely see
God's word verified ?—Canada Presbyteriam.

was already the language of the

The present English schools have always
been English since they wers first estab-
lisned, and moss of the French schools have
always been French, yet in s few oases
schools which were formerly English and in
which English teachers ..ere employed are
now taught by French.spesking teschers.
This is due $o the grester increase of the

lowed, and patience must be exeroised.
For many years, the French people were
allowed to conduct their schools in their
own way, no exception being taken either

spokenhngnngathmughthewritten. He
myh.mtrombookstopmnonnce,mdto
transiase from one language 1nto another,
but he will learn to speak the

oages where langusge

f;’?ﬁ?ﬂ; childrsn .gga% ‘anqh y only by the _practice of speaking. The |gtruction is spoken of. the Educasion Depgrtment or by the -

inspectors and trustees make efforss | & . principle that we learn to do}| In some of the schools special instruction | public. Special provision was made to The Business of the Eiffel Tower.

p ; gnmnlyhydmng, holds true in this case a8 |is given from this book, for a certain por- | eecure French teachers for them and| . i inthe World -

French text-books were authorized for
their schools. They have lived for a long
period in the localities where they are
found, enjoying the use of their nafive

are strongly attached to

language.
Catholic books of devotion. These prayers it. It i¢ the langusge of their fathers,and
i the language used in their homes and

are, in some schools, used at the opening _ ] C
and close of the school, both in the fore- | spoken by their children. It is
noon and afternoon. In some of the
French text books im use, which are else-
where referred to in this repors, the tenets
peculiar to the BRoman Catholic Church
are more or less prominently introduoced.
In addition to these meshods of imenl-
cating religion, there were found, in many
of the schools in the county of Eassex, pic-
sures of a religious character, the crucifix
andamﬂlmtnesorimngesotsaints. In

tion of the year, so children who are pre-
ing for their first communion.
The prayers in use, in addition to the
Lord’s Prayer, which is used in almost
every school, are taken from the Roman

business of the Eiffel Tower tarns ou$ to
be immense. M. Eiffel oaiculated thas
when everything was in working order the
gate money would be 5,000 a day. Since
the elevators have been in operation it is
thought to have averaged more than shis.
On any of the ordinary fpil-price days
more than twenty thousand people have
_ | paid u}mmsl;xm, and, with the inoreased
and dee e I he schoola are dealt with | EFoes Ko toon o1 the elevatur, the
jm;%ley, and with duie ideration for the entire receipts exceed $10,000. 'I‘hg original
feeli of the people, and if the recom- ocost of the Eiffel Tower was & little less
maehngsi tions le in this report are than $1,000,000. The proprietor has to
etad, we believe these schools, within a | SPS86 £ R0 and hand over one-fourth
Lie time, will be raised to & degree ofl_nmgnte-mon_eytgthe Exhibition. It is

T o\t will bo satistaciory to | Soimated that will he haif paid for whem ‘
the Exhibition closes,andthen it will remain

both the English and French people. n
We have reason also to believe thas gmnly three years more and perhaps

whatever es may be necessary to
render these schocls more efficiens and to
advance the children more rapidly and in-
telligently in the knowledge of English,
will be weloomed by the French people

cessfui, and mnglhh psrents complain
that their chi

by French teachers, whose knowledge of
English is $oo limited toann.bkthun $0
impars instruction properly in sHft lan-

sa. For this reason some have

their children from their own school which
is taughs by s French teacher, and have

beok,

first English book is then placed in their
hands, and they are taught to read or
rather to pronounce, as their first exercise
in English. The teacher gives the mean-
ing of the words by transiating into French,
and as the pupils advance they are required
to spell the words, and to transiate regu-
larly from English into French, and some-
$imes from French into English. = This is
the method practised ina majority of the
schools. The pupils are taughs to read and
sransiate in the hope that they will thereby
learn to speak English. We need nos say
that the hope in most oases i still deferred.
The pupils usually translate freely and
correctly, and spelled nearly, if not quite,
ag well as the English pupils present in the
schools ; but only those whao had been

N~ m O MR ey OF P B i MDD o

tion "Inmgnrdtomha!otl'"muh,thn.t
s knowledge of French grammar be substi- He Couldn't Enthuse
month of May for services of & -

natare for the people of the neighbor- Branch—Tree, congratulate me, and come

right along and take something. Yes, you've t

expressly limited acoordingly.” taught orally, and who had been trained $0 | hood, who assembled in the school houses :

By of she Council of Public E.vethar answers directly in spoken Eng-|for evening prayers, as the churches were | themselves. We have found that on the |got to. Iv's & ten.pound boy. My firss, 1

Instrucsion, April 20th, 1868, the fol- showed any readiness in speaking the |at a considerable dissance from these locali- | whole the people take & deep interest in the | YOU know. ¢
i education of their children. In many of Tree—Really, Branch, you must excuse 8

ties.

Thepmminencegiventotha Roman Ca-
thalic religion in these schools is abjestion-
able to the English-speaking Protestants
g tt;LsThe regulations prtovided by
aw Q is question are ample to give pro-

- ; it px:an importance of education by providing ex-

me this morning, for I cannot enter intae A
the spirit of the occasion. Do not insisk
now. I am in no mood for if.
Branch— What's the matter, cld man?
Tree—It's a boy a¢ cur house, too. My ]
eighth, you know. 1
1

the rural sections in Prescott and Russell
the school houses are inferior and poorly
equipped and the ealaries very small, ye$
in e sections and villages the people
have manifested their appreciation of the

%ﬁ defect in the system of teaching has
become apparent to the Fremeh people

) « Le Premier Livre de I'Entance.” words snd sentenoces which they do not|tection to the religious convictions of
* Cours de Versions énlin& . understand. classes of people. They allow gufficient | cellent buildings and paying fairly liberal -
) li to Prosestans and Roman Casholic salaries to the teachers. Freperick T. Roserts, M.D., Professor

in University College, London, Eng., Ex- L

atated, do not speak the English langnage aminer in Medicines, Boyal College of

montheputotthaﬂ'mnhw uxcind: first I"r:x:g‘ reader, or had been r;:nﬂy of the school. In order, therefore $o re- fluently, we know that teachers may give Surgeons, says, in reference to advanoced

the English from the schools. fo ihe second class. Very few |move il ground of complaint against the | instruction in in which they oan- disease : ‘* Complications are met, B
We conversed with sil cisssesof the French were found in higher classes who were not existing state of things, it is only necessary | nO% oonverss, Ab the some time it is|such as consumpion, heart disease, morhid * ]
pecple, snd they learning English. that the schools be brough$ intc harmony that all the teachers of our conditions, liver affections. Warner's Safe {

shemselves nos ounly as bus as de-| There is difference of ion ss to the | With the law. PuhlgnSchoollahonldoahmhnthhttge Cure cures these affections by the

sirous that sheir ot 88 3o | ime at which it is bess for a pupil $0 enter | KECOMMENDATIONS—TBAINISG OF TEACHERS Einglish Iangusge, and be able to speak it | kidneys in a healty condition, tierely 0o

English language. are also desirous | upon the study of e ish langusge, . | fluently. Am_ilin_fonnﬂganenuythﬂm abling them to expel the waste or poisonous |

i In the counties of Prescott and Russell those schools in which teachers are able to matter from the system. ¢
S

use thas language with freedom, they have

thas young Dudelong, don's you think ?

Miss Tewstules—I really couldn’t sell.
He uttered scarcely a word the whole time
he was here.

'rhndonot,thudon,mwmhods
are employed in such .Mﬂ;eymlm,l’rmnh(}mnﬁ&nh for teschers’ e iy in these French schools Mr. Budworthy—Sly dog! He knows |
m’“ I i speak French gmfmmt&e‘Pmmang:bmhg;: i . teachers of Eng I;.hhﬁoepakrr;nc;uwdlnsnglhh. when be is as his best.—Puck. |
fioensly. R Clatr and the Detroit Biver, in what lioh 1 e Promch. schools, and to meet | A suficient SLop Stodante
ver, in is now ot the difficnlties mentioned in this willing o undergo the Iabor and expense| Wifely Care—John, do tie a knot im
The supply the county of Essex. Fmthemgmm phiscr S to fis themselves for teaching in handkerchief before you ge to bed sa j

your
as not to forges ta get up to-morrow at 4

Public she snd (2) : ) That a special school be established :
oo various pal_instibutions :t.rmm.mﬂhfmhmmmn (ﬁ).t:n‘n;gd Fronch teachers in the |0F the .;:u salaries paid. Henoe the | g’clock.
om-dinﬁ-mdw 0 . 5L 1861 187L 1s8L. m Mnﬂhm?’-m —The Duchess of Portiand has ioad
she .nine inthe|p o 16817 95811 32,897 be under teach- 4 repart, which | o yon of toys to the children of an English
;,.::;Mh-rtﬁrndvﬁw o P tiaticn.. 5488 3708 10588 4430 ' ars whooan speakboth nd French, | French-speaking students can  be trained | vijjage.
Y




