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. | uation in South Africa grows worse
furious fusillade and bombardment, ' pather than better. This morning’
lndmrcmalthe.veremny.l)ner  til .

On July 24 (sald the first) we re-
celve? a telegram from Mr. Warren,
Britisn Consul-General in Shanghai,
'to the effect that while China was
d the Legations no tele-
e- had been recelved from the Brit-
4 Minister, and asking the Yamen
to transmit Sir C. M. MacDonald's
telegram to Shanghai.

As In duty bound we communicated
the above, and bid you to send a

5 en clair to the Yamen for
4 ¢ d

~ Tender consideration wae shown for
@8 in the secoud letter— .

For the past month and more mili-
.tary affairs have been very pressing.
'Your Excellency and other Ministers
ought to telegraph home that your
familles are well in order to soothe
anxiety, but at the present moment
/peace g not yet restored, and your
‘Legation telegrams must be wholly
‘en clair.stating that all is well, with-
out touching on military affairs. Un-
.der those conditions the Yamen ean
transmit them.

The writers beg that Your Excel-
fency will communicate this to the
jother Foreign Ministers,. ’

Evasive replies were given to these
communications. Further particu-
lars as to the kind of protection that
wae to he given on the way to Tien-

Tein were asked for. Naturally
she Ministers sald that it
was Impossible to send a tele-
gram informing. _the home Gov-

ernments that women and children
were well, in view of the fact that
women and children had suffered
from being cooped ap In the British
Legation and from being deprived of
Ahe food to which they were ac-
eustomed

us to temporize. We knew from the
slteration in tone of the Chinese de-
spatches that they had suffered de-
feats and were growing alarmed, but
we did not know how much longer in-
sternational Jealousies or difficul-
tles of obtalning transport were to
delay the departure of the troops
from Tien-Tein,
Tidings From Tien TIsin.

Great, then, was the rejoicing in
the . Legation when, on July 28th,
for the first time since the siege be-
gan, a letter was received from owt-
side by the British Minister. It was
from Mr. W. R. Carles, the British
Consul in Tlen-tsik, a gentleman of
coneiderable experience in the Con-
sular service. At the risk of his life
the courier had brought the de-
spateh through the enemy’s lines.
When the letter was posted at the
Bell Tower there wa# a rush to read
it. It saild verbatim and literatim—
. Tlen-tsin, July 22.

Your letter July 4th. There are

000 here.
g ; od Td-ku fo-morrow. Russian troops
’ are at Plet-sang. Tien-tsin city is
under foreign  gowvernment and
“Boxer”’ power here is exploded.
There are plenty of troops on the
‘'way f you can keep yourselves in
food. Almost all ladies have left Tien-
tsin. The Consulate is being repaired.
- W. R. Carles.
Men read this communication and
{then moved awpy to express their
feeling beyond hearing of the ladies.
3t was amusing to witness the pe-

tulance with which the Bri-
tish were Torced to admit
that this somewhat incoherent

uction was really written by a
1 still in the British service.
With this document it was im-
possible to knosy whether the-¢roops
were on the way to Pekin from Tien
Tsin or to Tien Tsin from Europe,
who were the troops, and how ;aany
and whether the number landed was
24,000 in all or 43,000,
observation that the troops were
coming I{ our provisions held nut
seemed to imply that if our provi-
sions falled the troops would re-
turn to Tien Tsin.
A day or two later a letter equai-
ly imstructive was received from Mr.

while the

Ragmdale, the- American Consul at
Ten Tsin. When Mr. Conger had
succeeded in deciphering  the mes-

extracts from It were posted
at the Bell Tower. It began, I had
a bad dream about you last night.”
; It contained not a shred of informa-
,tion - for which we were longing, but
Jt contained a superfluous expres-
sion the Consul’s wish, “It is my
« earnest desire that you may -all be
spared.” Equally it was our desire,
and this explained our anxiety to
receive newws of the reliefs.

How the Chinese Kept Armistice.

Though now nominally under the
protection of an armistice, sniping
still continued, especizlly in the Fu,
fnto any exposed portion of the be-

area. Many Chinese relugees
» were hit. An Italian, a Japanese,
’ and a German were wounded, a Ras
slan and a German were killed and
another Russian dangerously wound-
i ed. An American was wounded; a
French marine was killed, but met
serious casuaity of all, the brave
Captain Labrousse, of the Freuch
Legation, who had, with Captain
Darey, stood at the forefront of
the - defence of his Legation, was
shot through the forehead and fell
dead into the arms of his comrade
euly two days before the reliefs
marched into Pekin. :
Chinese worked on continually
at their fortifications. They built a
powerful fort on the city wall com-
ymanding the German Legation, and

PEKIN SIEGE ;
~ WITH THE LEGATIONERS.

i - Dr. TMorrison’s Narrative Continued. §

Our position at this time compelled |

apother beyond the American Lega- |

. . twom. Across the North Bridge they
ran up In a single night a stout
zn of brick 'and manned It .with

i ) rpeshooters. During the slege our

- , meo had gained great skill in sharp
. ’ .aigooting. Sergt. Saunders especially

kY

showed rare ekill in picking off the
enemy’'s crack shots. Finding that
the Ministers declined to telegraph
ul)l’ their Go';lerument en clair that
all was w with the tions,
the Tsung 1i Yamen wrotel“?o Sir
Robert Hart asking him to send
home a telegram in the sense they
suggested. Sir Robert replied diplo-
matieally, “If I were to wire the
truth about the Legations I should
not be believed.”
The Native C .

A malevolent attempt was next
made by the Chinese to obtain pca-
seselon of the refugees, who were
in our safe keeping. On July 27th
they wrote to Sir Claude MacDon-
ald, saying that “they hear that
there are lodged at the Legation a
considerable number of converts, and
that, as the space is limited and
weather hot, they suggest that they
must be causing the Legation vcon-
siderable inconvenience. And now
that people’s minds are quieted,
these converts can all be sent out
and go about their ordinary avoea-
tions. They need not have doubt or
fears. If{ you econcur, an estimate
should be made of the numbers and
a date fixed for letting them out.
Then all will be in harmony.”

The reply of the diplomatic body
was to the effeet that while they
were considering the two last let-
ters, one offering safe conduct to
Tien Tsin and the other deelaring
that the converts might leave the

| Legations in  perfect security
—heavy firving wa® heard in
the direction of .the Pei-

tang, which was evidently being at-
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.up Canal street towards the Water

shell burst in Sir Claude MacDonald’s
bedroom. But our defences were now
admirable and our walls shell-proof.
‘We had seized the Mongol market, and
kflled the general in command of the
Shansi troops who had undertaken to
reduce the Legations in five days.
On August - 12th the

g

Permission was given and the inter-
view fixed for 11 a.m. next day, but
the Ministers never came. At the last
moment they were ‘“too occupied,” or

too frightened, to come.

Yesterday passed an almost
continuous fusillade, | h increased
during the unight. at 3 on this
morning we were gwakened by the
booming of guns in’ tho east and by
the welcome d of volley [firing.

Word flew round that ** the foreign
troope are at the city wall and are
chelling the East gate.”” At daylight
most of us went on to th= wall and
witnessed the shelling of the Great
East gate. We knew that the ailies
would advance in separate colums,
and were on th: qui vive of excite-
ment, Enowing thit at any moment
now th> troops m'ght arrive. Lunch-
eon, th> hard lunchecon of horseflesh,
came on, and we had just finished
when the cry rang through the lega-
tion, “The British are coming,” and
there was a rush to the entrance and

-

gate. Th> stalwart form of the gen-
eral and his staff were entering by
thy Water gate, followed by the 1st
Regiment of Sikhs and the 7th Raj-
puts. Th-y pasead down Canal street,
and amid a scene of indescribable
emotion march2d to the British Lega-
tion. The siege had been raised.

THE SIFTON WILL CASE.

Another Effort to Secure a Postpone-
ment of Trial.

London report— Judge Robertson

wusurp_ris{edtoﬁndamtimtor{

poetponement of the trial awaiting

don's forca had to fight with the

JOER SHES
" WERE BEPULSED

Gordon  Highlanders - and
Royal Irish Bayonet 25 |

BEATEN EACH TIME

Barkly Loyal Farmers Have a Six
Hours’ Brush With the Enemy—
Bluejackets on Guard — Boers
Steal Cattle Near Pretoria —
The Boers in Natal. '

Pretoria, Jan. 10.—Under cover of
a thick fog, the Boers attacked the
British garrisons at Pan, Wonder-
fontein, Belfast, Wildfontein, aad
Daimanutha between midnight and
dawn Tuesday.

At Belfust they managed to rush
the British position, but were uitl-|
mately driven out by the Gordon
Highlanders and the Royal Irish Re-
giment. )

At the other points named their
attacks were repulsed.

The Boers lost heavily. They left
from 20 to 25 dead on the fleld. A

number of wounded were carried
away.

The British casualties in these |,

fights were about sixty.
To the west of Pretoria, Gen. Gor-

Boers south of the Magaliesburg.
The Boere left twenty dead

QUINTETTE OF DIPLOMATS WHO BROUGHT CHINA TO TERMS.
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tacked i force ; that yesterday and
last night a barricade was built
across the North Bridge, from be-

. hind which shote are being continu-

ously fired ioto the British Lega-
tion. The French and Russian Lega-
tions are also béing fired upon. As
all thie seems Inconsistent with the.
above letters, an explanation is
agked for before further comsider-
ation is given to the offer.

Promptly the Yamen sent its ex-
planation. The Pei-tang refugees, it
seemed, who were starving, had made
a sortie to obtain focd. And they had
fired upon tire people. “A decree,”
it went on to say, “has now been re-
quested to the effect thait if the con-
verts do not come owt to plunder
they are to be protected, and net to
be continumally attacked, for they al-
so are the children of the State.
This practice (of continually firing
upon the converts), will thus be gra-
dually stopped.”

Such a callous reply was read with
indignation, and there was not the
slightest intention on the partv of
any Minister to leave Pekin. Yet
on the #th of August a decree was
issued appolnting Yung Lu to con-
duet the foreign Ministers safely to
Tlen-tsin ““in  order once more to
show the tenderness of the Throme
for the men from afar.”

To our final protest against the
shooting which deafened us at night
and which, though we did not admit
it, accounted as time went on for so
many casualtics, the Tsung-li-Yamen
impudently replied, saying— ‘With re-
gard to the firing at night it was, as
before, the result of 2 mutual misun-
derstanding. It was more or less on
the same footing as the sounding of
the evening drum and the morning

bell, the daily duty of temple priests.

It is really hardly worth a smile.”
The Last Duys of the Siege.

On August 10th, Friday® a messen-
ger succeeded in passing the. enemy’s
lines, and brought us let from
General Gaselee and tieneral Fuku-
shima. A strong rellef force was
marching to Pekin, and would arrive
here if nothing untoward happened
on the 13th or 14th. Our danger then
wag that the enemy would make a
final effort to rush the Legations be-
fore the arrival of reinforcementa
And the ex happened. For the
lagt two dayes we had to sustain s

!
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him when thig case was called. ‘
The defence, in their persistent ef-
fort to secure a postponement, were
ready with something that was en-
tirely new. They had a material wit-
ness—Bathurst by name—so ill with
broncho-pneamonia that his physi-
cian did not expect he would be out
of bed for a week. They also had a
novel argument to put forward in the
that the  Attorney-Gemeral
should be made a party to the case, |
om the grouud that In the matter
of the succession duties the people
were concerned. The second will leaves
practically nothing to the direet is-
gue of the testator, and in such a
case the Government’s share of the
Sifton estate is close upon $2,000.
But under the terms of the first will
the whole estate- is left to Gerald
Sifton, and the Government's share
will be pothing. Mir. an-
nounced the receipt of a telephone
meesage from the Deputy Attorney-
General giving him  discretionary
powers, but he was not prepared to

go very far on the point at issue.
-In the opinion of the Judge, there
appeared to be little for him tode-
termine. in deciding upon the motion
for a postponement, save as to the
material character of the avidence
which the sick witness may have to
His Lordship finally ordered:

proposed to give by the witness who
fg ill. It might be, as counsel for
plaintiffe suggested, that they would
admit what it wae propoesed to prove,

Plaintiffs’ counsel were most vigor-
ou® in their effort to secure an im-
mediate trial of the action to set
agide the will. .t , -

The Savage Rachelor.
“I don't belleve the approach of

Christmas a single -
ows agticipation,” said the Sweet
Young Tihing.

call that a joyous anticipatton ?'—
Indianapollse Press. - )

i

lﬂeld and had a nuhber of others

wounded.
The details of these “alfairs have
not yet besn received.

‘Bluejackets on Guard.

Cape Town, Jan. 10.—The mounted
infantry from Town occupied
Pickaneer’s kloof without cpposition.
before the Boer invadere could reach
that place. The cyclist corps has ar-
rived at Clan William. No Boers were
eeen in either of these districts.

The docks are guarded by bluejack-
eta and marines. Convalescent sol-
diere are taking their placee In
guarding the Boer prisoners om ship-

Onsland Suppressed.
" Cape Tomwn, Jan. 10.—The circula-
tion of the Onsland, an Afrikander
argan, is belng prohibited in tha dis-
trictde under martial law. The
per 8 mow being published weekiy
instead of daily. It is, hawever, ap-
pearing tri-weekly under another

name, printing telegrams and offi-
cial news only.

A Brush With the Beers.

Cape Town, Jan. 10.—A force of
Cape Police and British farmers form-
ingt the volunteer guard of the Bark-
ly West and Dordrecht districts have
had an engagement with about 100
invaders near Kraasnot Junction, on
the borders of the Barkly Westi and
Wodehouse districts. The engagement
lasted six hours. Two Boers were
wounded. Twenty-six Boer horwes
were killed. T'wo British horses were
wounded. The Dutch in Barkly West
and Wodehouse districte are aiding
the Imperial authoritiese In every
Wﬂ.

The defences of the Cape peninauia
are being further elaborated. The ex-
cavation of trenches at the Kenfl-
worth raceeourse was com to-
day. The town guard is busy
electing officers, and completing other
preliminaries.

A number of suspected houses at
Graaf Reinet have been searched for
‘armst and ammunition.
works have been erected at Cradoeck.

| They keep continually on the

- jous conflict with the forces which

pa- |

: , Jan. 10.—A Government
mw mhmd to-night, states that
the Boers invading the Cape Colony
avoid the railways, and the towns
where there is even a small garrison.
move.
They cammandeering all the.
horses :;.ﬁ foedstuffs in the neighbor-
hood, but are not otherwise doing
much damage. Being .exceedingly mo-
bile, having no to .
artillery, and no transport, they have
so far in avoiding any ser-

ments which have taken place
the week have been only skir-
mishes, involving very small loss on
either side.
Kritsinger’s commando have been
operating in small bands in the coun-
try lying between Graaf Reinet and
Richmond. As their line of retreat
i@ threatened it is probable that they
will march south.

The western commando hae occu-
pied Calvinia. ;

‘Yo Heart of Cape Colony.

London, Jan. 11.—* Five - thousand
Boers, supposed to be trekking west
from Vryburg,” says th> Cape Town
correspondent of the Daily Mall, “are
now their way into th¥¢ heart
of Cape Colony. The tion is
that they have captured several small
garrisons on their way.”

e e

ape pursuing or opposing them. The
engage

Moynted Troops Sail.

Gibraltar, Jan. 10.—Five hundred
mounted British infantry left here for
the Cape to-day. They arrived from
Malta on board the troopsh'p Ralezes,
and were reshipped by the Hawarden

To Recruit Men for South Af feca.
" Ottawa, Ont., Jan. 10.—Major Fall
one of Col. Baden-Powell's men, is ex-
pected in Canada shortly to commence
recruiting for tn> South African con-
stabulary. One thousand Canadians
are wanted for this force. Major Fall
will personally visit th> headquarters
of each military distriet to enrol men,
and in addition several points in the
west, such as Brandon, Cal-
gary, Kamloops, Vancouver and Vic-
woria.

The terms of enlistment will be tf

three years. The salary of a thi
class trooper will be Ds. ($1.25)
day. The pay list is as < -
erintendent, per day, 15a; staff-
sergeant, 10s.; sergeant, 98. ; second
. class sergeant, 8s. ; eorporal, Ts. 64d.
first-class trooper, 7s.; second class
trecoper, 6e.; third-class trooper, Ds.
For the commissioned officers the
pay ranges from 20e. per day for a
second lieutenant Gp to $6,000 per
annum for a colomel. Prcmotion will
be by merit, and commissions will be
obtained in the ranks. The age must
not be under 20 and not over 35.
In addition to salary mentioned an
allowance will be made for extra high
market prices to officers and men
etationed north of the Vaal river.
This is prowisionally fixed at 2s. per
day. After serving five years, and
with good character on retiring, an
allowance of ome momth's pay every
Jear’s servite will be given.
Candidates to be accepted showd
be good rides@and fair shots, as well
a& of sound health and good physique. .
Promotion to non-commissioned of-
ficerse depends |
knowledge which
colloguial Dutch.

argely upon the
the men acquire of

Judging from the
large number of applicants for posi-
thons at the Department of Militia,

It 18 not likely that there will be any \
difficuity in getting all the men who
will be required in Canada.

The British Gowernment furnishes 5
traneportation and subsistence fross )
the point of enroiment in Canada te
South Africa, but pay will not com-
:lteg &!;i: the arrival .of the men

N I:orces in South Africa. l
ndon Exchange nts out
Mﬂl&t thwugh the forces p(?n South ‘
re;ica have been o a small extent
uged by the withdrawal of home
and evlonial volunteers, the House-
l::tki Cavalry apnd a battery of horse
a illery, ths; number of reguiar
rOops, militia, Imperial Yeomanry i
;nd volunteer service compaiic: of !
ne regiments rem.iln about the
ast regiments
.Y{:e #ent nut early in theg Yyear.
unrr are stlll geventeen regular
homry regiments at the front, niog '
— and tqrty—tivs fleld batteriesy
rmrggnhr infantry number eighty-
P ttalions, and the militia in-
TY twenty-nine. The 1st Glou-
"'te‘ ﬁe amd 4th (militiak
bn'mand Stt;l:ding prisoners in Cey-
i lena respectively, may
th:!!ltdeﬂ 48 on war servioe.
mﬂauth ist went to Ceylon (rom

Of engineers, ten field eompanios. i

' companies, two rall-

~ay oympanies, one division of the
Bat » two troops of

3, one fleld

Boers More Daring.
London, Jan. i1, § s. m.—The us-

portion of

very large
- the Royal Army Medical Gorpe,
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