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CANDIES - I

Sugared popcorn.—Iwo quarts pop-
| . ped corn, 2 tablespons butter, 2 cups
{ brown sugar, 1-2 cup water. Put butter
! im saucepan and when it is melted add
the sugar and water. Let boil 16 min-
utes. Pour over popped corm, stirring
until every kernel is well-coated.

Mapie Caramels.—Break 2 pounds of
maple sugar into a quart of milk, and
boil steadily until a little dropped into
cold water will harden. Then pour in
@reased pans, and before entirely cool,
mark off into squares, Half cream in-
stead of the quart of milk makes rich-
er candy,

Mollasses Candy.—Two cups molasses,
£3 cup sugar 3 tablespoons butter, 1
tablespoon vinegar. Put butter in' the
kettle and when melted add molasses
and sugar, Stir until sugar is dissolved.
Boil until when poured in cold water
the mixture becomes brittle. Add vine-
rr just befor~ taking from the fire.

our on well-buttered plate and when
¢ool enough to handle, pull until por-
ous and light colored, allowing candy
to come 1n contact with tips of fingers
_@nd thumbe, not with palm of the hand.
Cut in small pieces, using shears or a
sharp knife, and arrange on buttered
plate to cool.

Choeolate Fudge—Boil together a cup-
ful of sugar, 1 cup of grated chocolate,
1-2 cug of milk, 14 cup of molasses.
8tir often and let boil until it hard-
eng in cold water. Beat in a teaspoon
of vanilla and stir well for a minute.
Pour in greased pan to cool and cut in
squares while cooling. .

Stufied Dates— Stuffed dates make
A" ong of the most palatable of Christmas

dellcacies, are easily prepared, and of-

fer a great variety of fillinigs. Cut the
ddles with a sharp pointed knife, the
full gth and remove the stones, be-
I not to tear the fruit. Fill
-the eavities with English walnuts, pe-
eans, almonds, or any kind of nuts,
brofeen to nicely fit the cavity. Partially
clomg and roll in granulated sugar.
Another delicious filling is made with
white of 1 egg, 1-2 teaspoon water, van-
flla to flavor, 1 pound of confectioners’
sugnr, Put the , water and vanilla
in a bowl and beat until blended. Add
sugnr gradually uontil stiff enough to
knead. After kneading to proper con-
sistency, fill dates as with nuts and roll
in sugar, English walouts may be chop-
ped m this cream for filling.
Walnut Candy—Boil a quart
molasses for a half hour, thetlll add

& eallepoon of baking eoda and boit un-
i il & listle dropped in cold water will be-
ecoms brittie. Stir in shelled and halved
walnwts and pour into greased pan.

"~ Molmases Stick Candy.—Boil togeli:;or

of molasses, 2 tablespoons but-
ﬂﬁod of brown and 2 table-
vinegar. When hardens in
water remove from fire and as it
"pull into long light etrips with
of fingers. Lay on wmxed paper

[~ Hght with a teaspoom o
3atuupoono!vanﬂh and
eonfectioners’s to. make,
e stiff enough to be formied

sery smooth, form inte little balls

spread in pan to cool. Cover choeo-
eomting. This is d&ly melted

- oweeiened ohocolate. Bach is dipped

in until covered, using
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CHILDREN TO TELL

ORIGINAL STORIES.

AR children like to make up stortes
and B is a llking which should be en-
when they are young.
“‘m who show a good deal
Smagination in conveiving a story,
little ability in the mannar of
do not develop this power as
stwuld. This is because of lack of

ement for their first efforts.
s Teddy Bear story originat-
s little girl of 7. 1t wiH in-
t you mothers as showing what a
ein do. If you tell it to your lit-
mmhterm them as & story.
A X BEAR. STORY.

s time & Teddy Bear was
in a store. When it was
sheif-the Teddy Bear saad: “1
¥ had some one to love me.”
jady went into the store and asked
wun if he had sny Teddy Bears, ‘The
3 swid “Yes.”

Then the man got the bear and took it
o ¢he Iady. The lady said that she
ted it for a little boy in the hospital,
took the Teddy Bear to the hoepital
went upstairs and gave it to the
Boy and said: “What do you
I have here ” There in the pack-

%
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o was the T Bear. The Rttle boy
lots of other , but the bear was
Sest toy of all. Then he said: “Now

Sdve some one to sleep with me,” and
Teddy Bear mid, “Now, I have some
to fove me and take care of me.”

i

B JUNE GROOM TACKLES
HIS FIRST CHRISTMAS.
Just as Mamie and I were beginning

». It’s the season of good cheer
id be still if Mamie wasn't

IR RN TN
"I-ll% she ealled me & “hean old
thing,” and burst into .tears.
' Now,.I can answer t with
argument; for every slap she ‘tikes at
my side of the family I ean give back
a wallop at her side; I don’t think any
more of her cousins than she thinks of
mine; she’s got nothing on me when
it eomes to picking flaws with the table
manners of family ties. But when she
bursts into tears she gets my goat.
When a discussion reaches the sob
stage I can't reply. Words fail me and
I can’t sob back worth a cent. As a
sigher and sobber I am a dismal failure.
So I now write myself down as hav-
ing lost the first Christmas argument.
We shall spend December 25, with her
folks. It is useless now to wish me a
merry -Christinas. :

Don’t Abolish Santa Claus.

Do not, I beg of you, disillnsion the
children too soon. Remember that there
are unformulated dgroofs that defy de-
finition and cannot be compressed into
mathematical propositions. Joy is the
best and holiest thing we can bestow
on childhood. Christmas floods the home
with joy. It is time for happiness, for
eager hope, for. large unselfishness and
—unstinted thankfulneds. The good St.
Nicholas is miraculously running a race
with mirth and music, and the infinite
sound of chldish song and laughter over
the roofs of fie globe. All lovelness fol-
lows in his train. Bglieve in him; re-
ceive him, and fpever, never ray to your
children: “There is no such ebing as
Santa (taus.” Never tell them not to
write letters to him. Never rudely break
his epell of encEanted mystery. nor speak
of Cousin Jane, Aunt Sophia, Uncle Lem-
uel or even mother dear and .daddy as
those who fill the stockings and dress
the Christmas tree. Hug to vour heart
the precious faith of childhood, and re-
fuse to let it go. It is worth a thousand
times the perishing gold of material faet.
—Margaret - E. Sangster, in Woman’s
Home Journal. . e

LET THE BABIES
MAKE PAPER CHAINS.

Babies of four and five can make pretty
chaine by pasting strips of colored paper
‘together, . . .
"Give them either white library paste
or home-made paste of flour and water.

Teach the children to use little and
to join the links evenly and. neatly.
Make the strips of paper ahout five
inches long and half or three-quarters
wide.

Pasting smaller strips than these is
.too much of a tax on the undeveloped
baby muscles. Nt
* Bright colored kindergarten papers are
convenient for these chains. Cofored
wrapping paper, however, will do a8 wefl.
The chaine may be of one color or of
two colors alternating in ones, twos of
threes. } .

Gold and silver paper make ecspeeially
:;vo colore, alternating in ones, twos or

rees,

GIFTS FOR MOTHER,

First of all, cheerful obedience amd
cheery faces.

Not too many gifts that are, after all,
household necessities. .

A collar of Irish lace, with a ruff
edged with the.same.

A pine pillow with embroidered holly
as an artistic finish.

Some chiffon to veil her
evening gown.

A good piece of jewelry, either a pin,
chatn or a ring. - :
An atiractive gift is a shirt-waist set
of pin, studs and sleeve buttons, with
her birth stone inset.
A set of fine crocheted lunchean
doilies that she can use for special oesn

sions.
yﬂhv

last winter's

A bit of fur for neck or a huge
mutf, or both if your poeketbo.k sBows

bag af the newest design that

looks just like a chinese lantern.

A beautiful new rug for motiier's own

room. .
Some bit of silver that she

desires for toilet table or {0 use on ghe

table. .

are coming to the front, and you

éee any one now without a dainty wark-

b(" or basket fully equipped with every-

thing necessary for use.

shoulder wrap made from two sad
of egxﬁ on - and iined with

satin, then fastencd at the ends
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LESSON XH.—DECEMBER 22, 1912

Christmas Lesson—isa. 9: 1.7.

., Commentary.—I. The promise (vs. 1-5).
1. Nevertheless—In the preceding chaup-
ter the prophet had deseribed the le-
plorable condition of Judah, and now he
turns from that dark picture to con-
sider the brightness and grandeur of
Messiah’s coming .and reign. The dim-
ness—The darkness, or gloom. As waas
in her vexation—The nation had gone
into the grossest forms of idolatry under
.the leadership of King Ahaz. “Fiae wor-
ship of Moloeh, the savage god of Ain-
mom, was now established, not only on
the heighte of Olivet, but in the vailey
of Hinnom, on a epot known by the
name of Trophet, close under the wails
of Jerusalem. There the brazen statue
of the god was erected, with the fur-
nace within or at his feet, into which
the children were thrown (II. Kings-14).
Superstitions appeared in every part of
the country. Gold and siver statues
glittered throughout Judah. Soothsayers,
spirits, ghosts were consutted” (Isa. 2:
6, 8, 20; 8: 19).—Stanley. Ahaz would
not listen to the wamings of the pro-
pbet,.and eet himselt res: 'utely to seek
relief from other eources than from
Jehovah. The enemies of the mnation
wére permitted to rush in and overrun
the country. Her cities were burned
with fire; her land was devoured by
strangers, and desctation prevailed (Isa.
1: 7). The Assyrians were the scourge
that inflicted punishment. At the first
he lightly afflicted—“The thought here
is that at first the ravages of the coun-
try were less disastrous, but as these
light afflictions failed to bring the peo-
plé to repentance, the desolating forces
became more and more terrible.” Refer-
ence is probably made to the Assyrian
invasion under Tiglath-pileser (T1.
Kings 15:29). Zebulun .... Naphtali—
The region lying between the Sea of
Galilee. Beyond Jordan—On the east
side of Jordan. This verse is acknowl-
sdged by scholars to be difficult. The
revised version gives a clear statement
of the contrast between Judah’s ccundi-
tion in her apostasy and the blessedness
to be rea.lizaf with the coming of Christ.

2. In darkness—The darkness, moral
and spiritual, owing to the refusal of
the king and his people to obey the
law of God. Rejected light, and truth
spurned, leave one in a state of spiritual
night. There was also social and politi-
cal darknees, for temporal adversity
came upon the nation because of their
rejection of the true God. Have seen a
great light—The prophet uses the per-
fect tense, speaking as if the light had
already come. “The perfects throughout
are thoee of prophetic certainty; the
writer is transported into the future.”
—Cam. Bib. The prophecy is twofold.
In its lower eense, there was its fulfil-
ment in the temporary and partial re-
moval of the Assyrian oppression; but
in its higher eense, its fulfilment meant
the coming of Chirst. The land of the
shadow of death—This represents a con-
dition in which spiritual death prevails.
Some think the Babylomish captivity ie
meant. There would be deliverance from
that captivity, and the light wouid shine
upon the nation in ite fulness wihh the
appearing of the Messiah. 3. Thou hast
muit “lied the nation—TIsaiah’s prophetie
vietoi. DLelholds the rising and spreadimng
cf tho Redecmers kingdom. And not
fr: veased the joy—Dr. Clarke, as well
15 mest recent &cholars, thinks the text
-hould read, “Thou hast increased their
joy” Many ancient manuscripts have
the latter reading. They joy—They re-
joice. According to the joy in harvest
—The springtime prophecy of a harvest
is fulfilled, and there is joy because of
the fruitage obtained. “They joy before
thee” is an expreesion which shows that
the joy ie a religious jov. As men re-

oice when they divide the spoil—This

the joy of victory and conguest. The
coming of Jesus means the defeat of
Satan and victory over sin. In earthly
affairs there is joy over ;aining the vie-
tory; in the epiritual welfare alao there
is abundant reason for gladness over the
viotories gained. .

4. Thou hast broken the yoke—“The
Jews were successively delivered from
the burdensome and galling yoke of the
Assyrians, Chaldeans, Persiars and
Macedonians:  but these deliverances
were only a shadow of redemption from
the yoke of Satan; and that redemp-
tion seems her~ espeeiallv predicted as if
already lisred.” -‘fhe staff of his
shoulder—A sort of yoke, fitted o the
shoulders, upon the ends of which bur-
dens were balanced. The rod of his op-
pressor—The rod is the symbel of op-

ion snd authority. There was to
tenfporary deliverance for Judah
from Assyrian oppression, but the pro-
phecy would have its complete fulfil-
ment in the deliverance of the peaple
from the powerand bondageof Satan.
As in the day of Midian—Refercnee is
fiere mede to the marvelous deliveranes
from the hosts of Midian. (Judg. 7),
wrought for Isreal by the Lord. threugzh
Gideon and his small company of men.
8, For every battle, ctc.—Sce the Revis-
ed Version. It was an ancient custom
to gather the armor and weapous of a
enemy, together with their
-stained garments .into a heap to
be burned. “The idea of the verse is,
that sfter Jehovah’s great victec()!ry e;;
vestige of war shall be burned up
' ration for the kimgdem of umniver-
sal .”—S8kinner. The time is ecom-
ing when war shall be no more.

II. The Messiab (v. 6.) 6. For—This
word ces the renson for the -vic-
tory, deliverance and joy that ‘weve
eoming to the nation and to the world.
Unto us—One of the namea of Jesus is
Pmmannel, “which being interpreted is,
Ged with ua” (Matt. 1: 23.) The one
whom tRe prophet saw in his vision was
to be identified with the lsraelitish ma-
tton, and not only with them, but with
the entire race A child is

wenderful iu\his; smiﬁ"eial death; won-

_derful in his rsnrreetion and aseersion-
and wonderful in his intereession. Coun-

sellor—arde. None haye ever suumi ted
to his leadership and been led astray.
The mighty God—Divine in the abso-
fute seuse. The everlasting Faghdr—1He
uot only possess the attribute of eter-
nity, but the thought is, he continually
acts as a father to his peaple, m provi-
slon, In protcetion and® ip loving kimd-
ness.  The Prince of Peace—His reign

is promotive of peace. He sets up his |

Kingdom in individual hearts, and that
kingdom is veace. Wherever he Teigns,
reace prevails,
. HIL Messiah’s Kingdom (v. 7). of the
Increase....no end—The kingdom  of
Jesus Christ is an expanding and an en-
during kingdom. Its progress can not be
stopped. It is irresistible. Earthly king-
doms have their rigse and fall, but the
kingdom of Christ shall have no end. Up-
on the throne of David—Christ sprang
from the family of David, and He is spo-
ken of as ruling over Israel He is the
ruler of the people of all ages and
climes, who accept the gréat salvation
which He has provided. To order it—To
rule it. Judgment and “with jnstice—
His administration is absolutely just,
: “hhla Zeal—Farnest eare.
interse, glowing love, and determined
I 1 howts—TIt. is He whe
commands all forces in the universe and
who will earry His purposes into  ex-
ecution.

Questions—Who is the writer of the

U T SR

'word: of this lesson? When and where

did He live? Who was king of Judah at
the time he wrote these words? To
what peonla did he write? What was
their conditinrn? Whose coming did he
foretell? Ifow was the Messiah to come
to earth? What names are given to
Christ and what do they mean? Des-
eribe the kingdom which He was to es-
tablish. -

PRACTICAL SURVEY.

Topic.—A prevision of the centuries.

I. Setting forth a new diepensation.

II. Setting forth a glorious kingdom.

I. Setting forth a new dispensation. A
majestic vision of light and peace dawn-
ed upon the prophet’s soul in the midst
of national apostasy. It is noteworthy
that the clearest promises of the Mes-
sjah hava been given in the darkest
hours of history. Isaiah foresaw a time
when destructive  wars  and tumults
should cease and a time of deep peace
should come, when reconciliation should
be effected between Jew and Gentile,
when the implements of warfare and
the blood-etained garments they eaused
should be utterly consumed .He foresaw
the noonday in the faintest ‘tint of

dawn, the harvest in the seed, the
Son of man in the helpless infant. Tt is
not necessary to suppose that Isaiah
knew all the literal mearing of hie own
words. He first saw the people utterly
overwhelmed by the ruthless hand ot
war, He had warned them that nationas
unbelief and apostasy would bring its
sure chastisement. The Jewish people
had, in the darkness of their carnal am-
bition and lifeless formality, lost all true
vision of God, yet they had some pro-
mise of deliverance from political bond-
age and physical misery, and a partial
return to God. The end of this great
prophecy was the ushering in of a new
dispensation through the advent of the
Meesiah. There is a “nevertheless” to all
God’s judgments and a gospel of grace
appended to every message of doom. In
Jesus there is a remedy for direct dis-
eases and a rescue from darkness of des-
pair. The divine purpose has never de-
signed darkness, judgment and desola-
tion. It has been God’s solicitude to blesg
the nations. Isaiah describes a wretched
land with a mixed population, despised
by the purer race of Jews as destined
to become glorious with the presence of
Christ. They had walked in a etate of
ignorance, sin and misery. Warfare had
brought desolation, mourning and woe.
It was amid the despised half-heathen
population that the true light should
shine, True to prophecy, it was there
the “Lord of Glory” lived; there Hé
wrought Hie wonderful works and ut-
tered his wonderful words; and there He
gathered His first disciples ard miseion-
aries to the world.

IT. Setting forth a glorious kingdom.
In scripture all the perfections of the
“mighty God’ are ascribed to the Re-
deemer. God has given himself to man
in Jesus. He is really what his name in-
dicates. He is the remedy for the
world’s misery. He stands pre-eminent-

1y glorious, as a great light. Light is an

emblem of the truth of the gaspel. There
is a fullness in Christ commengurate
with his divinity. The grandeur of hie
titles suficiently determines the mean-
ing of the prophet. They are not mere
emply names. Isaiah saw that the only
deliverer who ecould accemplish the
necessary work must fill out the whole
measure of these terms. Every name
here given the Messiah is the divine ex-
ponent of a corresponding attribute or
office or work. The hope of the chosen
people centered in a child. The omly
hope that remained for Judah was that
her country was Emmanuel’s land. There
he was to be born. The heir of David's
throne was to be no earfhly warrior.
He does not win his kingdom by force of

‘Prince of Peace” he will bring man to
man, nation to nation. He will attrl-
bute among the empires of the world
and rule over all. He brings his sub.
j into communion with God and es-
tal peacl, which endures through
all troubles and against all enemies. The
incresse of his t"gwermmm: shall be by
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PUT IT ON THE PLATE.
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" (first( lemon flavoring

iety That Are Wholesome.

is
For nut wafers, put three cupfuls of

‘white sugar, one eupful of corn eyrup
and half a cupful of milk into a pan
over the fire and stir slowly
gme to boil briskly. Then let it boil
for about 10 minutes without stirring,
Just watching it carefully to see that it
does not scorch. Test it in cold water,
and as soon as it hardens in ice water
remove from the fire and keep stirring

'vigorously while you add a half cupful

of chopped nuts and a level teaspoonful
of chopped nuts. The best nuts. for the
purpose are domestic walnuts.’ As the
candy thickens, pour it into a buttered
tin and mark into squares.

Reliable Chocolate Caramels.

Put three cupfuls of granulated sugar,
one cupful of pure syrup, a quarter of
a pound of chocolate, one cupful of
butter and one cupful of milk into a
saucepan and boil together, stirring it
frequentliy until it hardens when test-
ed in ice water. This does not mean
that it should be.permitted to become
brittle, but just of caramel cansistency.
luen pour it into buttered pans and
mark into squares as soon as it be-
comes cool enough, As eoon as  the
caramels are cold enough to retain their
shape wrap them-in oiled paper.

Molasses Foam.

This is the very cheapest candy. Boil
equal parts (say, one cup each) of su-
gar and good molasses together until
the mixture becomes brittle when test-
ed in ice water, and theu put into this
(just a few
drops‘ and a level teasponful of carbon-
ate of soda—old-fashioned baking soda.
Stir very briskly and be prepared, for
the cand yfoams up over twice the
quantity it was before the soda was
added, hence the neceseity for making
it in a big pan and of having your but-
tered tins at hand to pour it in instant-
ly when it is roughly “risen.” This
candy must never be exposed to sudden
cold while cooling.

Thirty days hath September, .
April, June and November;

All the rest have thirty-one;
February twenty-eight alone,
Except in leap-year, at which time
February’s days are twenty-nine.

Probably you have already tanght
your children this old rhyme. In case
some one has forgotten to do so, here is
the rhyme to remind you. It is the best
sort of help to children in remembering
the days of the month.

A good way to call their attention to
the succession of months through the
year, and to the weather common n
eaeh, is a calendar like the one illustrat-
ed. This was made by children.

The picture at the top of the card
suggests something typical of the month.
The colored articles pasted on each day
indicate  the weather, and are gray,
cloudy; black, rainy; white, snowy; vel-
low, sunshiney: part vellow and gray, a
day of rain and sunshine. ‘

The holidays have a small red circle
in the centre of the larger one.

The children painted the pictures, let-
tered the name of the month, cut out
the colored circles, using a penny to
draw around first, and pasted each day
the appropriate weather sign.

An older persoin marked off the
squares for the davs and helped and ad-
vieed with the rest of the work.

In helping your children make a simi-
lar ecalendar you will naturally follow
their individual suggestions for subpects
for the pictures. colors to indicate the
weather and so forth.

—— teo——

TEDDY.

(C. Austin Myles, Jun.)

My '“Ted” was born on Christmas,
Right early in rthe morn

But didn’t make no difference,
‘Cause “Ted” had to be burn,

’

I woke up in the morning
And wakened with a fright,
You see I had an awful dream
And dreamed most all the night,

At first I was with mamma,
(My Teddy was there, too)

And next thing—guess what happened?
I got scared. Wouldn't you?

There stood a great big grizzl
. A3 big, as big could be '

And ’'stead of seing Mamma,
He locked right straight at me.

I didn’t know bears talked so,.
But this one did, and he

Just yelled with all his |
“Well, cant you see it’s me?’

I saw twas him alrighty,
As plain as it could be,

And all at once he whispered,
And sald so soft ‘“tis me.”

I dot so scared I hollered

And yelled most fit to bust
But then you see I noticed,

(That Ted,) he leaked saw dust.

T

He changed into a pup
ll!#nthavobeena-d
- ormmmnwm
wag & funny night mare,
But“lotnodd.
on that very
A bear was left

¥

Some Favorites of the Homemage v-.[

till it~ be-

—

.the way of needlework, knitting, etc.,

she doesn’t receive with it the silk er

Christmas is the season for regenerat-
ed feeling—the season for kindling net
merely the fire of hospitality in the hall,
but the genial “flame of charity in the
heart,” says Washington Irving in one
of his feeling Christmas sketches, 'Lhis
“flame of charity in the heart’—charity
in the sense of kindly thought and
good-will—should infuse real warmth in-
to al our Christmas work for othexs,
and in nome more than in our dealing
wiht the poor. It needs tact and leving
insight to make Christmas giving a real
help to the poor without in any wise en-
dowing it with the apeparauce of char-
ity. Perhaps most of us consider that
our duty is done when we have eoptri-
buted to the funds of a chuyeh guild or
an institution that gives Christinas din- |
ners and bags of coal to, worthy apphi-
cants. This is all very excelient, but
there are many who could do a littl
more to promote the Christmas ygirit
among, the - poor, by some personal
thought and service.

A little story in a “Christinas paper
a year or two ago was suggestive. The
hervine of the story, wtho used to visit
a home for old women, divined the feel-
ing in their hearts of longing to be am-
ong the givers as well as the receivers.
She found out what each could do in

and gave as manmy commissions as she
could afford, spending her Christmas
present money in paying for the work.
The articles she gave as presents to her
friends. To tell the truth the articles
were not very beautiful, the product
of unskilled labor, but her friends, dts-
covering the object she had in view,
were full of appreciation; while the joy
of the old women in having money of
their very own to spend in giving Christ-
mas presents, was much greater than
it would have been over things that had
been given to themselves. The Little
story contains “food for thought,” the
idea that the very poor may sometimes,
also find it more Dblessed to give thanm tg
receive.

We are apt to overlook, in our gifts!
to the poor, the fact that the prett,
tasteful wrapping of the parcels is o »
of the distinctive features of Christyf s
gifts.* There is all the difference in/ 8
wirld from the recipient’s point of y 7,
between, say, a pair of warm mi/ s
wrapved.in brown paper and tied y &
cord, and the same pair wrapped
sue paper and tied with a piece o
ribbon, yet the difference in exp
a negligible quantity

It is wise, no doubf,"thnt
the poor should be useful

tical, but surely
ugly or co -looking. i
self in his ) or in he

will not send dull brown mat
dress tfor the little girl who
ing for a red one, simply . becays
brown was so unattractive that i
hard to se’l, and you got it gheap.
red will be as warm, wear as long,
give ever so much more pleasitfe—idMl
its first to its last day. The idea is,
while keeping in mind the wisdom of
making Christmas gifts a real help in
meeting  the necessities, to remember
also the desirability of adding, this omse -
day in the year, a little of the luxuries
whenever practi¢able.
When one i§ planning a - Christmd®
treat for a poor family, or individuals,
the bLest and most satisfactory resuits
can be reached by consulting some
one who knows the -circamstances.
Find out from the mother what the
children want most, and from 4he
children, or from a meighbor, what
would most lighten the mother’s load
of anxiety. There are times when a
present of money would be appreciated
by seme respectable and industricus
persons who struggle against the pover-
ty which has not come through a
fault of their own. It requires a delx
cate touch.to give. a money present im
such cases without wounding the valu-
able feeling of self-respect. There are
lots of better ways than simply putting
a bill, or bills, in an envelope and send-
ing them with a seasonable note, how-
ever kindly. One’s knowledge of the
recipient’s temperament would be @
guide, of course. A girl, whose duty
kept her at home where she had the ne-
cessaries of a comfortable life, but ne
pocket money, received from an undee-
standing relative a pair of nice gieves.
When she went to put them on she
found that there was some obstacle im
each of the fingers—a gold dollar in ene,
a dime in another, a tive cent piese in
another, a five dollar gold piece im the
thumb, and so on. Each coin was wrap-
ped in tissue paper, and the small coine
in with the pieces of greater vajue made
a little joke of the transaction. Anothest
is to make the money into little packets
and hide them aming bon-bons in'a mim-
iature Christmas stocking of colored tgr-
tan. Another pretty way is to send &
miniature tree in a pot, with tiny pack-
ages tied to the branches, some of the
packages being bon-bons or funny little
toys, others coins of different values,
or perhaps one gold piece.
Some vety well meaning people show
a lack of ‘thought in giving to their
“peor relations”  or none-too-well-off
friends, presents that, though both use-
ful and pretty, are not complete im
themselves or that entail additional ex-
nse. Of what advantage to a girl is
t to receive gs a gift a piece of qelicate
net or chiffon cloth for a blouse, whel

messaline for the lining, and cannot wei!
afford to buy it? A cushion top, how-
ever beautifully embroidered, is not »f
much use without the rest of the eusi-
fon, but if the recipient is a woman of
limited means, it may be a long while
before she ean get euitable material for

ma it up.
Al this may seem asif the whoie mat-
ter of Christmas giving, where

the intrinsic value of the gift is of me-
ment, has many pitfalls. But if there
mtntn:rdy“!l y!xf:th ":;.
also the “genial flame of charity
heart,” the giver will not fail te find
the right wav.
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