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What Wouild Happen if One of the Lar-
ger of These Erratic Derelicts Should

“ Whirl itseif Into Our Solar System.
The Birth of a Nebula,

Possibly it has never occurred to
many peopie that there are such bodies
udnrkmn.bnt.oyutanamhorlty
as Sir Robert Ball has said that the
dark stars are to the bright for num-
bers as the coild horseshoes in existence
are to the red hot ones. For every such
bot one there must be many hundreds
of cold ones, so that if the simile is
sound the heavens must contain an in-
credible number of these derelicts on
the ocean of space, which, having lived

- their life, have grown cold and dead,

but are still racing about at star speed
undl in their wanderings they meet
some other heavenly body in terrific
collision.

Such gigantic catastrophe as the
clash of two sums, each perhaps mil-
Hous of miles in diameter, rushing at
each other at the rate of twenty or
thirty or even more miles per second
would result, so the mathematicians
tell aus, in a world splitting exploxion
exactly as if each were composed of

" billions of billions of tons of guopow-
der, and as when gunpowder explodes
Dothing is left but gas and smoke. so
in the ciash of stars nothing would be
Jeft of the two great solid bodies which
had collided bnt an immense whirling
mass of incandescent gas called a
nebula, of which, as most people know,
there are quite a number dutted over
tbhe heavens. This maelstrom of gas
would sail abeut among the stars for
ages, in the course of which it would
naturally cool down and condense into

many thousands whose paths miss ns

PARISIAN SHARPERS.
A Decey Bishop Who Happened to Se
Caught Oft His Guara.

It shouid oot be suppused that the
get-rich-quirk man is cvnlined to this
country. In fact. there are those whe
assert that sloogside the average Pa
sisian promoter American sharpen
are in the infant class. Here is a sam
.ple of French metbods in such cases
‘which may be characterized as spec
tacular at least:

A concern known as the Ausfliaire
Internationale was lannched recently,
and thuse who attended the organiza-
tion meeting fonnd themselves facing a
dignified chairman dressed in a vivlet
soutane. On inquiry they were told
that the prelate whbo had consented to
lend his presence and inflnence to this
worthy eleemosynary enterprise wus
the bishup of Antioch.

Everybody was epormonsly impress-
ed, and there is no telling what a guid-
en harvest would have been reaped if
one restless would be investor had not
chanced to stroll bark into the meeting
room after the affairs of the day were
concinded. There sat the bishop of
Antioch. bis eassock pitched over a
chair and a large black ¢ignr In the
corner of his mouth, discussing with
one of his associates the best system
for roulette

The police who raided the next meet-
ing discovered that the bishop ot Anti-
och was a maitre d hotel, who recelved
5 shillings an bhour for plaring bhis
episcopal part. —-New York Post

A YAWN AND A STRETCH.

They Helo the Nerves and Muscles and
Rest the Whole Body.

Did you know that a good., wide.
open mounthed vawn is a splendid thing
for your whole body? This is the opin
ion of an English hygienist

It is one of nature’s most evident de-
mands for a rest.  Some people think
they yawn bhecanse thev are sleepy
Bat that is not so. They vawn be

its comfort and well heirc.—Judge.

FEROCIOUS DOGFISH.
These Ravencus, Sharkiike Gluttens
Weuild Eat a Man Alive.

*'N dbe said. "My Gud, Frank. shoet
me quick. shuet me quirk--th’ -duge

are eatin me alive!

T bauled up my shotgun, ‘'n”" I pulled
bucs th’ bammers, but | coaidntdo it
though | warn’'t mere n ten feet frum
tim o could bev bluwn his whole
head off. | dun’t DTve th Lord wuusd
Bev called thet murder either.

*1 gasped fur air "o’ drupped my gun
on th’ seat, '’ then | luocked at Charlte
again, 'm’ it was all over—jest a dark
red in th’ water 'n’ a hundred ugly
spouts 'n’ shinin’ rows of teeth jest
gienmin’ ‘v’ snappin’ thar in th' gray
of that O«ctuober afternovon.”

it was Frank Oteson. a isherman of
Rockland, Me., whe spoke. He was
Teiling a littie group of oilskin ciad
fishermen about a tragedy of 1885,
when he and Charles Freeman safled
out of Tenants Harbor, Me., vne Oe
tober moruing.  Olesun brunght the it-
tle sloup Alpine back the next morn-
ing alvoe. Freeman had fallen over
buard in the midst of a school of dog-
fish. which had eaten him alive befure
the eyes of his belpless companion.

They were bound for the tishing
grounds off Matinicus istand. Free
man bad taken ajong a shutgun. When
five miles from (riebaven a buneh of

- eoots, flying low, came skimming along.
Freeman fired intv thein. and three or
four drupped. The Aipine was bruught
ap into the wind. and with her main-
sail and jib_fBupping the gunoer juwp-
ed into the dory angd started to pick up
his game. ;

There was a shout, a splash. and
Freeman was struggling in the water.
In reaching over the side of the dory
he had lust his balance and fallen into
the choppy sea. In a mowent the hun-
gry, sharkish dogs were after him.
The opeuing paragraph tells all there
is to tell.

Many stories are related to show the
ferocity of the dogtish. It was not
more than hailf a dozen years ago that
two New Yurk yachtsmen were lolling

ly takes more thin twenty minntes

THE DEVIL'S ROOF.
Treachereus Snow That Conceals a
i Crévasss In the Antarct.
“hhnwmuuem
rmmn—un-tmn
the ifce sbeets But v the antarctic
they are mure nnvervus and sattan far

plurer, w » London Chrunicie repurter.
“They Hie tidden under the snow. and
very often the expiurer does hut knuw
that be s vB ¥ crevasse until be bas
traveled some yards, and thea be hears
# bhollow sound He will then wonder

whether to go on or turn vack. but
ioxpvriem'e bas taught that the greater

‘danger way be iucurred by turning
back )

“Lrevasses are pecnliar to the ice
sheets over land.  L'hey are nunexist
ent at the north pole beeause there
the fce.ls a fruzen oceun Al ant
arctic expeditions hase bad to negoti-
ate the ditlicuitien of e€revasses, and
sometimes their egistence bas com-
pelled the esplorer tu wuke a detour
ot wany miles. o

“Where iund juts cut into the sea.
or. to be more precise. into an ice
sheet in the antarctic, several cre
vasses will be tound radiating from
this point Sowe have been Enown te
be fifty yards wide and 2.000 feet deep
Instances are alsvo found where | a
sledge has sunk balfway through the
ive root and bas been rescued with
the greatest difficuity In these cases
! the explorers were luckily roped to the
: sledge, but they had the uncumfortable
: espenence of being suspended over a
| deep chasm ™

Captain Amundsen calls the treach.
erous snow which conceals a erevasse
“the devil's root,” while both the late
Captain Scott and Sir krnest Shackle
ton have described it exhaustively.

HITTING THE HYPHEN.

One Would Hardly Think the Little
Mark Was So important.
There is enough energy wasted in
placing the hyphen in *“to-day.” “to

were. due two egzs were accidentally

MOVING TOWARD CHINA.

America, It s Said, is Being Pusned
Westward by ice Pressure,

| It may be news (0 wust peupie tha'
mm-rnu truveled from t.,
rope acruss the Atlantic to its preseat
position on the gilube and thut i s
still moving toward China.
According to the cailcuiations of I'vo
fessor Wegener of Marburg, Germnny.

years has moved 295 feet awuy (rum
Europe. and Greeniland in eighty-four
years has traveled the appreciuble dis
tance of 3.083 feet. also away from
Europe. Professor Wegener believes
that this movement westward is due
to surface pressure exerted by ive
Not only does this pressure force the
continent or island upon which it i~
exerted to sink; but, just as a lot ot
cakes of ice lying upon each other in a
pan of water move the lower strata ot
the ice cakes sideways, so does surface
pressure of ice force an island or even
& continent to move sideways. Green-
land, so much smaller than the North
American continent and loaded down
more heavily with ice because of its
northern latitnde, would move wmuch
more rapidly than our own continent.
as it actually does, if Professor Weg-
ener’s computations be correct.

If Professor Wegener be right, then
it is not merely possible, but probable.
that America and Europe were at one
time either one and the same continent
or so close together that even the rude
craft and meager seamanship of the
early Hebrews and Phoenicians could
carry men and women from one conti-
nent to the other.

The average breadth of the Atlantic
ocean is about 3.000 miles. Each mile
contains 5280 feet. A simple arith-
methical problem gives us the extraor-
dinary result that, supposing North
America to have traveled at the same
speed in the past as in the present, it
took our continent 1.396,000 years to
accomplish tne journey to its present
site. The idea is a fantastic one. it
suggests that in about 2,000,000 years.
if the present speed be kept up. the

ness to hear the great speaker, forgot

mm-t-meu-nwemm.

‘IMESSM

An Eghth of the World’s Land
’; Surface Still Unexplored. |,

— ™

AREAS WRAPPED IN MYSTERY.

bird inhabitants of frozen homes.

It is true that human habitations
could never be formed in such climes
as these, but the scientific world is
ever eager for the discoveries of ex-
plorers, and even among uninhabited
districts their work is never wasted.

In Arabia there exists a tract of un-

the globe, for not a single river is es-
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doubtedly regular in their course.
Others are donbtless tiving about the

_ beavens on haphazard paths, and it

it conceivable that one mizht come
along and collide with us or our sun.
The result of such a collision wounld
undoubtedly be the end of this earth
and its inhabitants. !

If the intruder were of any respecta-
ble size a collision with any of the lar-
ger members of the solar system would
produce such a ccaflagration as wouald
raise the remperature of all the rest
above the puint at which life as we
know it could exist. *“The earth and
all the imhabitants thereof would be

miillionaire whose ear!y edneation had
been souwewhat neglected who, finding
himself rich. built & tine mansion and
nsked a friend to procure for him a
fibrary ot books. The friend obeved
and received a letter of thanks thus
worded: 1 am much obliged to yon
for selecting the bouks for me. 1 par~
ticularly admire a grand religious

-poem about Paradise by a Mr, Milton

and a set of plays (quite delightful) by
a Mr. Shakespeare. I[f these gentle-
men shonld write and publish any-
thing more be sure and send me their
new works.”—Denver Republican.

the boats is placed at ¥250 and the
oars at $70, the rest ol the money
going for preparuation trom October
until the day ot the race.

Roaoam Doors on the Stage.

In real life roow dovors aiways open
in toward the rvom itseit. Oun the
stage, however, room doors, as a rule,
open outwiard, or awayv trom the rooiu.
Exits are one of the most difficult parts
) the actor's art. aud if he or sbe bhad
o fumbie with the nandle. pull the
floor toward them, step round it and
pass through they would probably

nest very carefully, melted a little par-
affin, and when it was slightly cool 1
poured it over the broken places of
the eggshell, being careful not to cover
any ore surface than wuas necessary.
“Both the eggs produced fine, healthy
chicks that were raised to maturity.”

The Name He Got.

In some cases abbreviating a name
improves it. In others it doesn’t. For
instance, the Tubbses thought they
were doing honor to the Father of His
Country us well as to their firstborn
son whom they named George Wash-

“Did you ever stop to think what lit-
tle things betray one’s station in life?”
said a woman as she watched the
crowd come and go in a restaurant.

Two stylishly gowned young women
who had just come in had removed

Jewels there. would still have been a
doubt as to their position. As it was,
their knowledge as to the latest cut in
gowns did not make up for their de-
ficiency of taste in the matter of jew-

ing to fight their way inland from they
coast. Despite the fact that the intew
rior of this island is practically a
graphical blank, it is neatly divid
on the maps between Britain, Germa-
ny and Holland. : Among its produ
are birds of paradise, spices and cane
mibals. ¢
| 'Another particularly interesting
trict which has so far defied civiliza-
tion lies secreted among the Himalayss
mountains.  Rumor accounts that- it
is presided-over by women, who ares
responsible for such rude laws as aree
necessary ‘even.in a lawless district,
| manage the affairs of state and live img

t of BT R make a clumsy dodge of it That is | ington Tubbs. els.—New: Ionk‘Spp.; 1 of inverted Mormonism by
o k' hmmtfnp :ztd ;h:‘ S'Mmmwum chmd:. y '::l'ghv_im'l and Poetry. ia why, as a rule, doors are constructed | But when he grew up thedmhanmpe; . e gL M uxury N e hustandsapisces
g - ou ought to remember.” * | wop | proved too long, so everybody drop ® - Ears of Animala. legated all ther

star did not coilide, but merely passed | worthy master to a boy bungling over | ©° *Pe™ OUtWard at a push. Y d | To the hill men are relega
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through our system, the effect of its
attraction would altogether upset pres-
ent conditions and almost certainly
bring about the cessation of life on the

5

Neither can we encourage ourselves
with the bope that the coillision wouid
be too sudden for us to know much

a passage of Virgil, “that you are
transiating poetry.” .

“It’s oot poetry when T translate it,”
said the boy with pathetic’veracity.—
A. Q. Benson In Journal of English
Studies.
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" Envy, e T

Made Him Hungry.
*“m hungry.” complained a busky

“1 know it,” answered the husband,
“but as snon as | Hinished | drank a
giass of water. and all those flannel

the George, shortened up the middle
name and called him simply Wash
' Tubbs.—Judge.

Perplexed. -
Mabel—Daddy, dear, what am 1 do-
ing specially on the 14th? 1've put
red ink around It on the calendar, but

The ears of the tigers, foxes, wolves,
cats and other beasts of prey bend for-
ward, while the ears of animails of
flight, such as hares, rabbits, deer, etc..
bend backward. This is because the
ears of beasts of prey are designed for
the purpose of collecting sounds in the
direction, taken by the animal in pur-

rough tasks and menial labors. “Meren
man” is of small account beside these
imalayan amazons. But we mAy as~
' sume that in due season the men wilk
rise to claim their vote.

} can’t remember. Daddy—Won't the |guit of Its prey. The ears of an ani- geosre the atlas complete can lie om.
\ m‘“ﬂ;‘"&m& 0‘“"‘:"" “Bliggins is oge of those who envy | . . right down to nothing.™ | knots in your handkerchief heip you? | mal of flight, by turning baekyard, en- oo, sneives we must penetrate the
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