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could hear the janitor whistling an old |
{ love song as he swept away the day’s
_accumulation of paper and dirt. The
merry music of sleigh bells drifted
through the transom. But all the joy
 gcuirds filled the young man with great
despair.

Finally he arose and walked aver to
set the time lock and to close the
heavy doors. Never had they seemed
80 heavy before. Never had such a
stack of green backs seemed so large
before nor did money seem to have
such a great value. Stewart would
have cut off his right hand for 20 of
those crisp one-dollar bills. He had
swung one of the big doors into place
and was just about to close the other,
when a thought struck him.
Yes, sure, this was his last chance.
Cold drops of perspiration formed. on
hig forehead. For a moment he leaned
against the steel door, his head hang-
ing down, his heart thumping and his
hands so tightly clenched that the
nails sank deeply into the flesh.
Suddenly he threw back his head,
lccked toward the outside door, scan-
ned all the corners of the building and
then grasped the knob of the partly-
closed door and moaned. He hesitated
for a moment and then began to
laugh. But the sound of his laughter
gseemed to mcck him. So he became
silent cnce mcre, but quickly stepped
into the dark corridor behind the
doors,
Thousands of gold and silver dol-
lars were on either side of him. The
sickening smell of the paper meney

having Ler husband select
pendant in the town that was a dupli-
cate of the one he nad bonght. Wk,
maybe he ecauld scleet anothar pattern
himvelf that Evelyn would like, and
sfte could yct ve happy. But somehow
he coule not persuade aimseif that ae
was not doin a Zreat  wrong, and,
winle he wauld be sure to repay. th2
money and no persom would be the
wiser, he continued to argue against
spending the bills. 1 he should be
suddenly taken ill and be anable to
get to the bank the morninrg  after
Christnius, what would Me. Clark and
the ather fellows think  when they
discovered the shortage in the deposit’
he asked nimself. And suppose he
cehoulG die and the bank wculd ask
Bvelvn te make gcod the shortase.
what sadn#ss it would give her all the
rest of Ler life to think that her hcn-
est Stewart had sto’en from the bank!
Of courze, it was not steiling, it was
ouly a lean, and he could and weuld
repay it. Fut then tiere remained a
chance that he could not do so.
“N\ever:” Never!” he exclaimed, as
he reached the crowded ertrancd to the
Ouaker Shop. And th2a he crossed the
ctreet, and, with his head bending low,
he entered the bank. Old Henrv, the
colered watchman, sawve him a cordial
grootine as lhe opened the door and
admitted him. And he probably con-
tinues to wender what ailed Massa

was anvthing but pleasant. Reams of
it filled the upper drawers of the
vault. With a simgle grab he could

e s s s aaad

FOR HER HAPPINESS

The “pity the tired salesgirls —
shop early” cry had aroused Bennett

to a sense of his great responsibility.
task

woman who had become his wife just
@ix months before. All hus-
no doubt remember distinctly
their own feelings at such a time, SO
will sympathize with him. During
the three years he courted Miss Eve-
Iyn E. Thompson, he sent her each
Christmas the very gift she had been
wanting for years—she had told him.
And he certainly did not want to blun-
der now in these early months of
their happiness. How terrible to
choose something she did not want!
He, therefore, began .to listen- tor
gome modest hint of some “dear’
thing she had seen that was perfectly
lovely.” ‘
It came in the morning just two
days after the young husband had

been listening. He had finished his
prunes, oatmeal, bacon and coMfee and
was folding his newspaper. prepara-
tory to a dash for a car when an idea
struck him.

“These Christmas ads. sure do ham-
mer home the early approach of the
holidays,” he ventured. “I don't want
‘my little girl’ to tire herse_u out
shopping, so why don’t you try to get
ft cut cf the way early betore the
rush comes on and the wild crowds
mob the stores? I notice tne Quaker
Jewelry shop announces a fine list of
gifts this morning. All the ‘latest
styles, too. Why don’'t you drop in
and see them?”

“Oh, you dear’
to think of me

How kind you are
in that way,~ ex-
claimed the bride. *“1 ghall make ev-
ery effort to follow your advice and
will go downtown this forenocon. ®But
ft won't be necessary for me to take
fn the Quaker Shop's display, as I
saw their first announcement a week
ago. and the very same day 1 spent
an hour there. Really, Stewart, dear,
1 never saw such pretty pendants in
my lite. There were two patterns
Mr. Quaker especially wanted me to
gee., and they are perfectly lovely. In
1the one a cluster of small pearis sur-
yound an opal, while in | the other
there was a brilliant little diamond
fn the centre. The one set with the
&lamond is priced fifty-five dollars,
and the other is but twenty-five.
There was but one with the diamond

setting and two of the other style.
Either kind {s simply great.”
“All right, dear, I'm glad you have |

peen down thére for now you will
have more time to svend in the other
loads of special

announcements}

* o
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sary expenses, he could not figure out
a way that would make it possible for :
him to save the fifty dollars necessary |
before Christmas eve. Of eourse the |
young wife had spoken of both. so |
that he might choose the one he could
best afford, for she was a sensible

Less than an hour after Bennett had
left the cottage on Hazel avenue, Ev-
elyn and Mrs. Joseph Haggerty, an-|
other young Hazel avenue bride, were!
on their way to the shopping dis-
trict. - !

‘“Oh, ¥Elsie, before we go to the busy
department stores you must come with
me to the Quaker Shop. I want to!
show ycu what Stewart is going to .
give me for Christmas,” smiled Mrs.
Bennett, when the two women had
finished some hot chocolate, and were
ready for shop-seeing.

Sure enough. Just as she had ex-|

pected. One of the three pendants was '

gone. The one with the diamond set-

" ting remained in the tray. Therefore,

she told Mrs. Haggerty that her gift
was to be like the other one. And El-
sie assured her that the opal settting:
was by far the prettiest of the two.

Téhe busy shopping seascn passed ra-;

pidly, but Bennett was preparing for
its end. Each Saturday night he placed
a crisp five-dollar note under his-ecoi-
lar case in .a bureau drawer, and when
the last Saturday before Christmas

was gone his heart was very light. All

was well now, and Evelyn would have

the very gift she had wanted so much. |
Then he turned to a little calendar by
the side of his bed where he kept his
daily memos. and checked off Decem-
bed 24. It had been a difficult task
to save five dollars each week from
his small spending fund, so he was
exceedingly happy and the next three
days were joyous indeed. )

When he arose on the fourth day
and looked at the calendar, the young!
man tock the four bills from their!
hiding place, folded them, neatly and |
tucked them in his .est pocket. "At!
luncheon time he would run over to
the Quaker shop and get the gift.

Just as he left the house and was
waving a farew.il to Evelyn, Jr. Hag-!
gerty stepped dewn off his perch amdf
the two men started downtown to-
gether. Sometbing told Stewart that
his companion was worried. He was
sorry for him, for never had he spent
such a happy morning, and he always
wanted to see others happy at the
gay Christmas time. He handed Hag-
gerty a perfecto hatana, but it did no
good.” , surely there was some-
thing distresstagz Joe, for never betorei
had one of those cigars failed to wm1

store advertisements to-day you will
want to look up. But it is almost
8.30, so 1 must be off.

dearest, 4
of my ‘little girl’ for me to-day.

A hurried hug and a Kkiss, and then
Bennett dashed to the street, ‘
by a beautiful flying tackle, managed
to connect himself with a car as it

Good-bve, .
and don’t forget to take care

was making full speed mear the cen-:
tre of the block. When the car reach-

ed the business section
@lled at the Quaker

a five dollar deposit on a pendant set

with a large opal and severa] small

via, before he went to the baunk.
Natther of the two Mrs, Bennett hod
gsen were sold and the one with the
digmond setting was there also. He

fdtmmmmmemahu}'

a broad ks}nne of appreciation. Bennett

could stand it no longer.

“day, Haggerty, old man, for the
what has happened to
chase awayv vour ever cheerful smile?”
“Is there anything I

love of Mike,

he questioned.
can do for you?”

“Well, ves,
Stewart,”

in Monroestown, and

noon.

relieve my anxiety,

for Christmas.”

It was the Tirst time Haggerty had
ever made such a request, so Beanett
" had no reason to doubt his promise.
He reached into his pocket, for a mo-
. ment hesitated as his fingers touched
. the bills, and then handed them over
and told Joe he was glad to help him

aut,

Haggerty thanked him several times,
and then the two men parted, and
| Bennett began,to whistle as he walked
' toward the bank. He was happy be-
1-cause he had made Haggerty happy,
and because as soon as the doors of
tiie bank wer2 closed he would ¥o to
the

see Mr. Quaker and get
pendant.

Bat his joy was short lived, for upon
luncheon Stewart
found a brief note on his desik from
Haggerty that drove him into a fit of

his return from

despair. It read:

“Just a line to tell you
ITaggerty insists that I go with her to
Monroestown. On my way to
train I am writing this note to tell you
that, as I couldn’t get back, to
office for my salary, I'll have to post-
pone - returning that little loan until
Dec. 26, when we will return.
sure did me a good turm, cld chap,
and I wish you as merry a Christmas
Sincerely,

“Haggerty.”

For a moment the young
stared at the note and then at the
pad on his desk, where he read

as vou have made mine.

notatica:

“Get gift at Quaker.'s.”

“ Merrv Christmas’ the blazes!”
“Fine chance
have for a ‘Merry Christinas’
What tn the Sam Hill can I d0? This
humgzanitarian game is O K in scme
cases; but never again will I play it

blurted to himseif.

g0 pear to Chtistmas.”

During the aftermoon scores of de-
| positors with drew goid pieces for gifts
and stacks of cutrency ts use cn their
last shopping expeniditons. And while
Stewart counted out thousaads of dol-
lars .and added up long columns of
figures, many of his friends, wirh their
arms full of bundles, shoutad a “Merry
Christmas” to him as they hurried j
away with their fat rolls. Althouzh he
tried to be agreeable and return the
season’s greeting, it was with great
effort that he smiled even faintly, and

hap
own pretty hands.

by presenting

{-I-Tm in hard
the neighbor siammered.
“We received word last night that my
brother-in-law is very ill at his home
I'm so badly
! ‘proken’ that I can't make ends meet
until I get my pay envelope this after-
noon, if klsie starts away to see him
this forenoon, as she desires.
you have offered to assist me,
you will not be offended if I request
a loan of $20 or $25 until this after-
As soon as I receive my salary
vou can count on me dropping into |
the bank and returning the money. If]
vou will do this for me, it will greatly |
and I can then
get a gift I had selected several days
ago for Elsie before she leaves town.
| I'll follow to Monroestown on the ear-
ly mofning train so we can be together

that Mrs.

that dear little woman who seemed so
happy wheh he left her, when he knew
was planning tc make his Christmas
him with a
coat she had made with her

“What in the world will she say or
he asked himself as the hands-|
neared the hour of 8 and

have picked up ten thousand dollars.
For a second he hesitated, his hand
resting cn a drawer holding a £00G-
sized fortune, and leoked tiirough the
door into the dimlv-lighted ccunting
room. From the vault Brnpett could
see his desk, and, as his eyes wander-
ed around the room, they lingcred for
a momert on a little motto sie had
sent him. the Christmas before:

“Honesty and Courtesy Always Win
Rewards.”

His head dropped and his thoughts
drifted back to the day he had re-
ceived that card, and he remembered
how happy he had been because Eve-
lyn had always been so confident of
his honesty. ‘

“No! -Not for a minute will I be-
tray that confidence!” he exclaimed to
himself ;and then he left the vault
and closed the heavy door with a
bang.

He was happy for the moment as
he heard the time lock snap and all
that temptaticn was shut out forever.
Again he threw his tired body into
his ehair, and, with his head restirg
on his hands, stared at the motto. The
telephone beil aroused him, and, on
lifting the receiver, he was surprised
to hear his wife's voice. :

“Hello, Stewart, dear! What
been keeping you?” she asked.
is almost 5 a'clock!”

“Oh, I've been busy, girlie,” he re-
plied. “But I'll be up at eace. Don’t
worry, dear.” And he drew a deep
sigh as he turned frem the ‘phone.

A second later te was surprised to
hear a rap on «the door, and peeping
outside under the drawn blinds, he
saw one of the customers waiting
with a bank beok filled with bilisa It
was not unusual on Saturday after-
noons, or on afternocoas previous to
holidays for depositors to leave with
the bank a forgotten deposit for the
sake of safety, so Benaett went 10
the door and tcok the book inside. Af:
ter throwing ihe bilis into the cash
drawer with the deposit slip, he cre-
dited the amount in the book, and
handed it back. Then he hureied into
his coat and started to go cut. He
must noi keep Evelyn waiting longer.

As he passed the cash drawer an
fdea suddeniy came to him. Why not?
He could take 320 from the late de-
posit, and. as he usually ‘received a
gift of $25 from President Newcomb
by mail on Christmas, he could re-
turn it when the bank re-opened early
the morning after Christrmas. He was
now in a hurrv to get home, 80, with-

luck,

Since ‘
I trust

has
¢¢It

prized

the

the

Ycu

teller
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the | gut thinking long, ke put four five-
dollar bills into his pccket and left

- the bank.

nowV. | oclock, he went to his home, planning

to go to the Quaker shop for the
pendant after dinner. It was evident
that scmething had displeased the
young wife. She seemed distressed
and talked but little while the meal
was in progress, and Bennett thought
he could see a faint stain of recent
tears on her cheeks.

I Not wanting to keep Evelyn wait-
ing longer, for it was ncw after §

Tennett, for he received not 2 word in
renly.

Stewart dropped the bills ez the
cach drawer the second e stopoed he-
hiﬂ(! “"‘ [(IRIRAAR Sakad and at iho i
stant was startled by a noise in the
directors 1 DO

“tiey Dennv, is it vouw w1 wer
came a voice that was acne other than
Drecidant Neweomie's.

oimn

Stewart  was  struck  dumb o with
frignt. and for several sceends was un-
able to utics a scund  as he walked
Lacls toward the room.  Net uatil he

; and opencd the deoor and «tecd in the
! bright glare of the 2lectric tights was
he: able to speak.  ‘Then he saw that
Afr. Newcombe was notangrv, and #ad
not noticed the snortas> in the drawer
zs he hai feared.

~Sit down, bov,” urged the old man
in a4 Kndly tone,-as he nointed 8- a
chair bv hic side. “You losk all tired
cut und not a bit haphy. and this the
pigh.t bajere Christinas, t50. Yow've al-
ways heen 2 wood. henest hoy, Stew-
art (the youngz man’s lins quivered as
he heard these words) and vou have

worked hard. It's a shame to think
that veu had to rcome down here to
work on. hristmas ere. But I'm glad

vou cam¢ tc-night, boy, fcr 1 have
good news fer voun. [T tiink that vou
will agrec when T tell you that Mr.
(lark is giving up hls pesition as
cashier at.th» eni of th2 nonth, and
vou saal®fill ‘his place and receive his
calarr of three thousand dollars a
- vear.”

Bennott tried to express his thanks.
but lre got no further than I yvou
! knew——'"" when the azed rpresioent
! 1aid hix hand on th? yvoung man’s head
i and said.
“Never

mind that Stewart.

You've earned the place and we noed

now,

vou more than ever befsre. licres a

little gift | was just gcing to mail
—r

énilur nete.

while

1o did a half-bour later

she leaned - on

is arm and whispered:

Fisie Hazmerty
‘Eke mine” 4770
Dut the next morning when

)
|
i
i
.
. opened thae 1itil> plush case

And he hand>d Stewart a fifiy-

I
|
|
|
l Never had the trolley run so slow as
‘ the
!' voung husband was hurrxing to the
side of his brid>. When he arrived and
‘ Fwelvn lausghed anid eried. with jov,
i
“Anv henv Itdon’t care a little bit ¥
-3-have a pendant

she
Stewart
lianded her, she gave 2 happy sheut of

sight is one of the most impressive im
nature. As the huge birds rise into the
air it seems as if an nshl’ , regatte
'mmnﬁdwmﬂ.mnm
cach with a wing spread of six o
seven feet, moving like yaciits undes

‘muna.

Ofice thé swans are Tairly uider way

their speed is amazing, nearl; a hum-

éred an hour, and that, tovo, with

no apparent cffort, for the slow wing

metion is very. deeeiving. Their em~

durance is as surprising as their speed,

for they are saii to travel a thousand

miles withour alighting.

Phe flocks are usually led by an ol

and experienced swan, and it is said

that as one Decomes tire of leading,

or it might be called aerinl trail

breaking, his place is taken by am-

other whose strength. is equai to the

task, and so they continue until they

reach. their destination, tie southemm

feeding grounds of the winter or the
ncrthiern breeding places of the sum-
mer. Oeceasionally they stop to rest im

the region of the great lakes. Nok

many years ago, while on their way

north, a large number stopped above
Niagara Falls, and more than a hum=
dred were by some extraordinary mis-
chiance carried over the falls and killed
in the surging waters.

Whether tie swans prepare in any

special way for their southward jour-
ney is not known, but hefore starting
north they indulge in the curious habit
krown as “ballasting”’—thai is to say
they eat great quantities of sand, for
what purpoese nc one Knows.

In the faraway Arctic Geean i3 their
breeding plac?, und it is belic.cd that
they mate for life. And witih o many
of the water birds, the swans proteet
their eggs with a covering of down
gcratched from their own breasts, se
that when the birds leave the nost the
two to six large, yellowich « 735 are
Lidden from the eyes of ousible
thieves and protected against ony sud-
den changa of temperature.

It is many vears beforo tho swans
are clothed in the feathers ol immacu-
1ote  whiteness that mak- them sach
conspicuous chigcts of beanty.  Not,
indecd, until the fifth vear does all
irace of grav disappear. Thoir first
ceathers are entirely gray. (iradualty
thov  lighten, Fecoming mottisd  with
.+ hite, the nock and head remeining
cvav unti! after the Lody is comyleteh

white,
PANAMA dAT».
How the Colombizns DMake the
Costly Headgear.
The Panamia hee 1DGUSLEY 13 COR=

stanuy growing, and tbe Jaloeitante
O WAl COUalry are LDeCONNE wlXlous
to prowect their cxpaunding industry.
‘loquilla straw, from which tanams
hats are made, is obtained from five
or six species of the palm. The most
important of these is knowd as Cars
ludovica paimat, and grows in the
warm, mcist regions of the Pacifie
coast of Columbia and Equador, and
a'so in the forests of Pcru along the
headwaters of the Amazon. This
palm attains a height of six to tem
teat. The leaves are fan shaped.
quilla straw is exported to the Cnited
States and other countries wlhere the
hats are made by machinery.

The way Panama hats are made in
Columbia is interesting. When the
palm is about five feet high the most
tender leaves are cut and the veins
waken out, submerged in boiling wat-
ter several times and placed in the
sun to dry and swhiten. Furthor to
whiten the straw lime juice is added
to the boiling water. Thcn  the
straw is moistened to mwaxe it flex-
sble and split with the finzer nail into
strips of the required width. A bunch
of the straw ts tled in the mdls and
placed in the centre of o wooden
mould. The fibres arc pleeed in equis
dis*ant pairs and weaing s Cozun in
the dpper part cf the cup cnd com=
tinues 1n circu.or form uniil die hat
is tintsbed. ihe awditica c¢r fibere
while weaving tic crovi @ carciully
a.oided, and the wumuer cf Libers i
increased to make too brina aud cdge
The beauty and duraiilit, of tho hed
depends iargely upcn  Lhe wesree of
exactness with which thoe {itars are
interwoven. Once cemp.cted Lie hat
is washed in clean, cold wacer, a coat
of gum 1s uapbiied, ard the Dalls fin-
a!lv polished with dry suiphur.

. A- Paprama hat of the fivwt quality

_ edPprise, and, plactnz 2 sweet litle kiss | 5 an  expensive  roposiuca. To
!, on the youngz man’s iips, exclaimet: weave it reqalres from taree o six
. “aAin’t vou the dear, houost bov™” monthe with, four or fve hovrs of
| In her hand she held a pendant with | workt ¢ach day. 1o incrior bats of
a diamond setting, crdinary straw onn i LG in one
) dar. Piper qualite Do ol Toquilla

Only Sometiring. are sold in the iorcign il moriotd

“It is extrava e to buy such | at yrices varving from 23 o

‘jdres.z. lining, Mrs. Bargains.”
“Ig was real cieap, hubby, dear—
| onlxa dollar someting a yard.”

i “Rgw mach is ‘“‘scmething? What

iwas tire price?”

. It was $1.98 a yard.”—New York

| Herald.

| —

Blobbs— Here

Blobbs—NKo; merelr to listen to.

[ ecomes  Talkalot.
| Elcbbe—Do you know lim to speak to?

each.
The Panagma hat {5 vory & nerally

liked fn this counti:. beth by men
and women. it {3 exponsive at the
start, but it i3 a gocd luster and be-
comes quite a substanttal friend. It

can Be cleaned over n2nd over orin.
But the plain Americon strow hat,
cool and lght retains L2 pol ulartty,
and will continue to be worn as the !
most advantageous summer hoadwear

[ ———

2m 1

The most effl

Fitted'
Screw [

crowded |

COMBINATION COOKER

Wl born coat, mﬁd,'ccl e, corn cobs or anything
th Dupiex Grats, Hot Blast Tube and
L

- HEATER

cient and  conomical Stove made.

‘Cook, boil and bake equat

steel sheets closely rivet-
of Dolighed steoel.
% afpie for your indpec-

for men. : <

‘ sl . 2 A G ‘

. Bxplaining Gravitation’s “aw. :
If you ask a scientific mian - hy @ ‘¥

sténe falls to the ground e il tell a

you that he doesn’t kuow. Not long

2go Be would have replicd that it

t. the ground becausc th: -arti
stune attract ome anotier.
very nruch the same as saving 1iat ak
unsupported stone falls to the rrougd
becatisea 88 has been  ascertained
frequent experiments, an unsuppa
stone fafls to the ground.—-Scfon b
Amwerican. ‘

Hup (leoking mn from nowspaperp—s -
My dear, Dave you seen any of th .
tnvisible suits yet? Wife—In v
euits? What are you talking al
Why, heres a New York flrm
advertises “Suits made to order
cr without material.—The Awk.

&
t. oy
I‘\.‘;s H o'-'“;.‘
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