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“BIG DISTASTI

AT HALIFAX

From 800 to 2,000 Dead—Whole Worthern Section of City Laid Waste
|| —25 Tewm Loads of Bodies at Ine Morgne. ..

Hailfax, ™. 9., chpon —Many hun-
dreds of people are dead and thous-
ands are fMjured and homeless because
of & frightful explosion, and the fire
~which followed it|to-day. All the ex-
trefe north end of the city is devas-
-tated. The city cut off from tele-
sraphi®  com cation - with the
world, and thts sage i3 being sent
by spectal trafn to Truro, there to be
on the wire. ‘

The dissster was caused primarily
by| tif¢ Belgtan ief steamer, the
loma, goimug cut a French muni-
tiom. stesmer, the Mount Blanc, enter-
3;'!# the Barbor ing into collision.

en the munitions ship took fire and
the crew left her. They landed on
the Dart h re, and soon after
th SMVE: up, with 5,000 tong of
hight exp
wig Deached on the shore of the har-
bor opposite Halifax. i'ragments of
the sbip and her muunitions were scat-
tered zll over the northern part of
the city, and walv!olence of the ex-
plosion wrecked 4!l tne bulldings in
that part of the city.

. HUNDR OF DEAD.

Great structures were unroofed and
demolisbed. The water-front was
wrecked from the C. G. R. terminals
northward to Falryicw, two miles dis-
tance, gud westward half a mile al-
most to ths Northwest Arm, which
bounds thereby on that side. The peo-
pie were killed as ‘they stood in their
housrs atong the water-front and
“others met death, by the crashing
struct'ures which made escape lmpos-
sibie, n & few minures fires broke out

sortheastern portion of the city was
in flames. This included the drydock
buildings, the railway statioms, the
dockyard and eyery structure on the
water-front Borthwards, while west
of that strata for halt a mile there
ts complete fom by fire. Be-
yond thst ares 'the buildings are
wrecked sid” twisted out of shape,

net likely that one~
the collision s

it of the Belgian re-
! name is Wiltam
s wilf have to be es-

{ investigation by

s tot Hayes has not [

eatastrophe éither

gecn since
pilov commfssion

s office-of
or hifs home.

| ‘DETAILS O nr.umh
| Hajjrax, N, S, rt — As the re-
¢ OH terrific explosion aboard’ the
<h/ munition ship Mont Blanc in
fax harbor ¢ morning a large
. of the morth end of the oity and
long. the water-front {s in mins #fd
1 of Nifc i{s appsiling. Conserva-
ve mates pl the death Hst at
' ithough Chief of Police Hanra-
n tonight estirnated that the dead
¢ yeach two tbousand. Twenty- five
tegtag foaded with bodies have argived
t cne of the morgues. On ome ship
lone 40 persons were killed. Thous-
ndg have been lhjured. The property
amage is enormcus, and there is
reely a window feft in a building

in the citv. <

ves, | The Belgian ahm]

| rufus w

houses in the western scetfon . of the.
city. The doctors and nurses worked
heroically in rendering aid to the
Injured. )

STREET AFTER STREET IN RUINS

The main damage, nowever, was
done in the north end of the city,
known as Richmond, which was op-
Eiom’ the point of the vessels’ colll-

on. ¢ :

The damage is so extensive as to be
totally Beyond the fleld of description.
Street after street is in ruins and
flames swept over the district.

In this sectionp many of the larger
buildings are a smoduldering hesp of
ruins and the ordinary frame houses

ar? a mere heap of shattered, flatiened
ruins, .

l there in this section of the city, each
i bearing a blanket-clad burden which
told only too plainly of serious injur-
leg or in many cases death. ‘

The hospjtals, each and every one
with admirable order, were render-
ing aid, and in the military hospitals
the soldiers who were on
were. bging hurried into the W to:
[#id tn the relief, )

Five minutes after the explgsion.
occurred the streets were fliled with
® terror-stricken mob of peoplé, each
one trying to make his way as best
he might to the outskirts in order to
be out of the range of what they
thought was a German raid. ’

“Women rushed in terror-striken
mobs threugh the streets, many of
them with children clacped to their
breasts. In their eyes was a look of
‘terror as they struggled in mobs
through the streets with blood-stain-
ed faces and endeavored .to get away
-anywhere frem the falling masonry
and crumbling walls.

. Py the wire anl Izth-littered road-

be seen the remaiis »f what once had
been human being:, row sadly torm
and wrecked.

Here and there by a cracked and
shattered telegraphi pole was the

red and twisted in the force of the
horrible explosion which had withered
all fu its path. :

By the
women, who watched with
horrpr the flames as they comsumed
‘the , which in many- cases held
the bodies of lToved omes. With dry
eyes they watched their homes perish
in the flames, and as others passed
with enquiries as (o whether they
could render any aid they shook their
heads In a dazed mranuer, and turned
their gaze once mors to the funeral
pyre of those whom they lield dear.

WHOLE FAMILIES WIPED QUT.

Among the hundreds who were kill-
ed: by the explosiou was one partieu-
larly sad case of a (anadlan Govern-
ment employe named
who, on rushing to his home after the
explosion, found that all his famfily,
consisting of his wife and four chld-
ren, had perished, Before him on the
roadway was the mangled remains of
his two-year-old ‘child, who had met
death while playiog on the roadside. - _

Many of those ecompdsing the crews
nf ships In the harbor were killed and
Injuresl. The damage along the water
{ront i{s very serfous. ’

On one steamer, the Picton, it is re-
ported that 23 of the crew of 42 have
been killed. Many bhodies of seamen
have been picked up in the harbor

-and rescue parties are at work among
the ruins of buildings removing the

bodies of the dead.
Pllot Frank MacKie, who was on

nd his deputy. ey were hurled to:

'l Among the de are the fire chief
death when a fire engine exploded.

he History of the city, : R
| Pwo members of the crew of
};. ¥, C. Niobe|l were killed and a

ed to the gr;atesf: catastrophe in

umber injured. | «
ATl business Has heen susnended

nd armed guards of soldiers and

[ Not a strdet car ia moving, and part
f the efty 18 in darkmess. All the hos-
?lt:ﬁ;} and mmany private hcuses are
illed with Injured i
| 4ha efflces nf itho rallway station,
Arena Rink, Military gymnasinm, su-
r yefinerv anid |efevator  collapsed’
ud {atarod gmr.‘tt of peenle.
11‘30 #Mont PRlane was bound from
New York for Pedford Basin  when
she coflided with a Belgian reltef ship
pound for sea. The crew of the mu-
nition ship were k!l saved. The pilot
claims the eolilsion was due to con-
fusion of s!gnal wwhistles.
| Following the collision the exnlo-
sion oegurred, and in an instant the
wihole cliy was shaken from it foun-
Jmuon. Thouau:'i‘ds rushed fer the
open, and scme cf the little children
n the schoois became panicstricken.
Jm cvery strect douvid be seen :).m'.!t.:{
and children with blood streaming.
fromp thefr woupds rushing to tho
ne t doctor’'s ofiice. The work af
tesMie was gredatly bmpeded by e
plies df debris in/the devostated © 2a.
A part of (he|town of Dprimeuth
ks alzg in ruing. 1
| Néavly all the Buiidings in the dock
yard are fn ruing, :
Praétically all the rorth end of the
¢ity hhs been !ai&lin waste, )
TWO SQUARE MILES LEVELLED.
| The destmctiorj extends from North
street rallway statlon, north, as far
north as Afrieville to Bedford Basin,
nd covers about two square miles.
| The buildings which were not de-]
dtroyed by tha cxplosion were laid
waste by the {lre which followed,
Thousanda of people liave been ren
d~red homeless. | Tha fXcademy of
Ving'c and many other public build-
tngs have bgen thrown opex to house
h:‘ivo hundred ts' have heen ecrect-
e troops, who have
ks to house the
and children,

tals and morgues
in Ythe school-

the French muaition ship, declares
that the accident was due to a con-
{9 on of whistles sounded by the Bel-
gizm relief steamer.

CITY COMPLETELY ISOLATED

All tbe telezraph wires were de-
siroyed, and waen the explosion oé-
curréd the ocperators jumped from
their keys and raccd for the opem.
All the telephnunes were 21:0 put out
of order. Fow a time tlalifax wasg
eomipletely janlated frem ghe outside
world. h«-

After the explosion the whaole
popuiation was thrown into a state
of excitemient by the report that a
secnnd munition ship, or the maga-
zine at the dorkyard, mizght blow up.
Automobiies  rushed through the
atrests wirnioz the pecple to rush to
the open spaces 14 the south end of
the cily. In lexx than half an hour
5000 people, lightly clad, had gath-
ered on the common., and hundredes
of others sought refuge in the fields.
The mazazine was ftlooded, and by
jntoon all thé danger was passed.
Scores of people ars reported miss-
ing, and it {8 not knowia whether they
ave dead or at the heues of friends.

The concussicn shattered the ' big
gasometer, and thouzands of feet of
zas escuped. All the power plants in
the ity cve cut of msiness and the
newspaper oifires haveswcen so badly
wracked that publicetion of the
papers is impossibie. )

Bluejackets from an \merican war-
ship are azsisting :n patrelling the
streets to-night.

, Among the dead is Lebaron Cpole-
ican ,nanager of the (‘anadian Ex-
Ppress Comnany, He was killed at
North stree: stition when the ropt
cgliapded.

AT THE HCSPITALS
. It was a day of suffering at the
Victoria (ieneral lospital.  Suffering
for the uufortnalie women, men ang
whildren who had been so grievously
injured, «utfering for the unhurt, who
waited v ithin awaiting news of the
condition o their loved ones, iw»
many cases (o, hear later that they
fad pas<ed to the great beyomd. Suf-
tering f{or the dociors, nurses and
volunteer workers, wko so nobly ad-
ministercd aid to the wounded znd
dying.
« Every available nook and cranny
o!f the spacious-building was made
ready for those who had been injur-

Automobiles scurried hére and |

sillcs as they were pasted there could |-

cloth-wrapped body of a tiny tot sear- ftc

.of many of the burning

rescuers, the Canadian Press was in-
formed that the suffering of the badly-
wounded victims was Iintense. Omne
man had been brought in who had no
:race on his person of having been cut

Despite the fact that many of the
devoted workers, both ladies and gen-
tlemen, had relations of whose for-

responded to the call of duty and
stood to their guns, day and night.
There will be many men and women
in Halifax who will speak from ex-
perfence of. the wonderful care sud
attention which they received at the
Victorta. Ceneral Hospital.
SAW THE COLLISION.

Charles Prest, gasoline engineer on
the steamer Wasper B., at the dry-
dock, tells the following story:

“We had 80 gallons of gasoline in
both tanks, which exploded when a
sheil from the munition ship struck
the Wasper B, The latter had jus
feft the drydock to go to
Basin to get some plates from one
the troopers, and as the ship
opposite the Lerne Club, we

need hardly say to you that we have
thestrongest, affection for the people
of your eity, aud that we are anxious
to do everything possible for their as-
gistance at this time. Kindly express
to the people of your eity the very
deep sympatby of the pecple of the
‘Commonwealith of Massachusetts, and
asgitre them that we are ready to am-
swer any call that they may make
upon us. Massachusetts stands ready
to go the limit in rendering every as-
sistacce you may be in need of.

“Won't you please call upon Mr.
Ratshcsky for every help you need?
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
will stand back of Mr. Ratshesky in
every way.

“Realizing that time is cf the ut-
most Importance we have despatched
the train.” '

Iieut.-Col.  Willilam A. Brooks, act-
ing chief surgeon of the State Guard.
was placed la charge of the uait of
surgeons and nurses. Officials of the
Boston and Maine, the Maine Central
and the Caunadian raiiroads promptly

adz2 all arrangements to put the
traiu through in reccrd time.

The War Dopartment was asked to
use it3 wireless to irnform Mayof of
Halifax that the reiief train was com-
ing. The train consists of two bag-
gage cars, two sleepers, and 4 buifet
car. . 7

The decision to scnd the relief party
was made at the meeting of the Pub-
lic Safety Commission and officers of
the State Guard, called by Covernor
McCall. President James H. Hustis,
of the Beston and Maine
told the committee that he would
have the train ready by
Chairman Victor Heath, of' the Boston
Public Safecty Comunittee. -promised
the co-operaticn of the clty aunthori-
ties. He said the Doston committee
had {unds which cou'l be drawn

Jipon.

Cn motion dv Bermarda 7. Rothwell
former president eof the Chamber of
“cmmierce, the meeting went on re-
cord as rcady to back by popular sub-
scripticn any expenses that might be
found necessary in the relief work.

ATAINE AL=O IN LINE.

Augusta, Maine, Report— Governor
Alilliken to-day sent the following
telegram to the Lieutenant-Governor
of Nova Seotia ard the Mayor of Hali-
fax:

“f extend to yvou the deepest sym-
pathy of the people of Maine in the
terrible disaster that has stricken
Hulifax. Any be!p Main can give is
yours.” :

Five carlcads of supplies, including
additional telegraph material, gro-
ceries, and dry goccds, left Portland
to-night by special train for Halifax.

OCCURRED NEAR PIER EIGHT.

The collision, ’which occurred be-
tween the two steamers, took place
tear Pier Eight, and was between a
Trench munition ship, the Mont
Blane, and an um\amed Belgian re-
He¢ ship. Y .

The Mont Blane lies in the nar-

ed. Jt was very shortly after the ex-
plesion occurred that the cases
were brought in, and froin'then dur-

rows a ehattered wreck, while the

' Belgian rellef boat is Beached om the

Dartmouth side of the harbor, near

‘tunes they knew nothing, they bravely

Railroad, .

19 p.m.:

The Mont Blanc drifted away, a
burning wreck, while the rellef bost

near Tuft's Cove, on the
Dartmouth side of the hsrbor. Seven-
teen minutes after the cellision the

the main portion of the ecity.
where the buildings are more or less
of stone or concrete, the damage was
confined to the blowing in of win-
dows, and the injuries sustaimed by
the citizens were in the main due to
the cuts from flying glass. Proceeding
the extreme end of the city,

‘thing was observed.

. w end, and  aGrthwest
damage was more extensive,
walls of the houses were in
n to atoms and-the plas-
laths sirewn on the streets
ke a small section of Flanders
town or city of Canada.

CREW ESCAPED IN BOATS.

FEApER
"=§§§§§Eg

most prominent of the thirty-four de- |
fendants on trial, charged with con-
spiracy to foment revolution against
British rule in India, pleaded guilty
in the United States District Court.
They were Lieut. von Brincken, for-
mer military attache of the German
Consulate-General here; Geo. Rodiek,
tormer German Comsul at Homoluly,
and H. A. ScBroeder, who succeeded
Rodiek as Consul at Honelulu.

Lieut. von Brincken furnished the
reason for the sudden change in the
plans of the former German consular
agents, which came to a dramatic
opening to couri to-aay.

«] think we can serve our countrv
pest by pleading guilty, and avoiding
further posures in court proceed-
ings,” he gaid. “The less said about
the cases the better it will be for Ger-

ROUMANIA 1S
NOT REGOTIATING

Official Denial of ILieg by
Teutons.

“No Truth in the Shameful
Statement.”’ |

" Logdcen Cable, — Quoting  Austrian
and German cfficia! statements con-

eerning a Roumanian proposal for the
negotiation of an armistice, a British
officigl announcement to-night says:
“There is no truth whatever in this
shame®ul 'starement.’” .

The Beriin Wai Oflice statement
reads: .

““The negotiations letween the Ger-
mans and Russians for an armistiee
are extending to the Roumanian
troops.” i

The following otiicial statement has
been issued from Aaustrian genera!
headquarters: “The commander-in-
chiet 'of the Rassian-Roumaninn
troops betwecn the Dneister and the
Black Sea vesterday afternoon® ap-
proached Archduke Joseph and Field
Marshal von Mackensen with a pro:
posal for .introducing negotiations re-
garding an armistice. Our army
leaders answered in the affirmative
and deputations wiil
peac2 negotiations.”

KING'S DECLARATION.

A Facific Port, Cabhle —A. messag?
from King Ferdicund, of Roumania,
dectaring his country -would mnever
make a separate peace is being car-
ried to President Wilson by members
of the American Red Cross Mission
to ie, which landed at a Paci-
tic sesterday, acc to a

b

San Francisco-Wive —Three of the-h22ve Dbeen heavy,

London Cable — The withdrawal
lof the British from a small Cambrai
salient, foreshadowed by Gen. Maur-
ices Chief Director of Military Opera-
tons at the Britsh War Offce, has
been successfully carrird out with-
cut the Germeans appearing to be

lowing morning.

The text of Sir Douglas Haig's
statement from reads:

“On the night of - Qur troops
'holding the salient formed by our pe-
sitions in the neighberhood of Noyel~
les-Bur-L’'Escaut and Bourlon Waoad.
were withdrawn & short distance to &
position soutliwest of these localities.
The withd@rawal was made success-
fully without interference from the
enemy, who, until a late hour yester-
day, appeared not to be aware of the
movement. i

“Prior to the withdrawal the
enemy’s field works in the abandoned
area were systematically destroyed.

“Further hostile attacks yesterday
evening in the neighborhood of La
Vacquerie were repulsed. Local fight-
fng continued in this locality during
the night. . Southwest of ‘the village
our line has been advanced slightly.”

‘The night repeort from Field Mar-
shal Haig’'s headquarters says: “Local
tighting has taken place again to-day
in the neighborhpod ef ~.a Vacquerie
without any c¢ in the situation.
In the area south of Bourlom Wood,
minor hostile attacks vore repulsed
with severe loss to the enemy from

| the fire of our artillecy and infantry.

*“The hgstile infant:y has beéen ac-
tive at a number of points south of
- the Scarpe and also in the neighbor-
hood of Armentieres.” ;

The Reuter correspondent at British
feadguarters in -France semds the
®llowing: :

- ‘General Byng has realized Na-

b'poleon's definition ef a general's

reatest quality, ‘to know when to
tetreat and to do it.

} “We have fallen back deliberatelv
gnd successfully on a well-chosen
kime, which rules out the salient maug
%y Bourion Woed, and should enasie
us to maintain gur hold upon tine cap-

‘tured length of the Hindenburg line

“gainst any pressure.” .
THE GERMAN VERSION ™

. In their retirement in the Cambral
sector the War Office says the British
destroyed villages, Ieaving traces
“here and in the city of Cambrat pre-
. viowsly damaged, which will long be
risible on Freunch seil.

The British ares reperted to have

withdrawn te the heiglits north and
vast of Flasquires.
« The losses surrered by the British
in the Cambrai region are said Yo
The number of
=risoners taken has been increased to
mgre than 9,009, and the nnmber of
‘guns capnuewoA 148. _

BRITISH GAINS
'IN MESOPOTAMIA

vFlood Caused by Turks ¥ il-
‘ed to Stop Allies

Who Were Aided by Russian
Force.

London, ¢able.—Tue Diitich
coramunicaiion cealing with the opere-
tions in Mesopotamia say:: ‘After the

ot the Diala River, the Turis oontan-
wed to holild o pozition in the hills awud
on the right bank of that river north of
Balyablyzs, Genersl  Marahall rerorts
that this position wan atiacked on the
morning of  Menday bv - conyveroing

2 {f which cuecescfully hridzees

ar 10izil Robal,

flording the urea betyweon

junction, but the morning of Tuesday onr
trocps nad  diiven  back  the
and wore in possession of the Sakul
Tutan Pacs, throush which the road
from Dely ALbaz leads nortn.

“A force of Dussians under comunond
of Col. Bicharaltov operated on our rigat
flank and rend.red valable aesistance,

“DPriconers to the number ot 105 auid
tno ricl! puns were c:«p;unw!“'\

WEYGAKD ON
WAR COUNCIL

Prench Prermier Wants Foch
Near Himself

And Takes Him From Su-
preme Body.

Paris, Cable.—+nral Foch i3 no
longer o member of the Inter-Allied Sa-
preme Wae Council Counfirnition ol
this was given to-day by DPremicr €lom-

] ; enceau in Lo course of an intorview
proceed with

with Marecl Hutin, editor of the Dehsy
De Poris, Arted the reason foe this
the Premier replied:

“Because [ want Genera! Foch near
me, and as, however diligent he niny be,
he cannot he at Vercailles and DParis at
the samme tune, I am going (o keeo wim,
and have agreed with him to replac:
him at Weygand, who was rceently pro-
moted to General of Divizion.”

Questioned as to what was being ne-
commplished at the Versailles council, M.
Clemrenceau said:

“What is being rodlized at Versaiiles?

statement here to-night by Lieut.
Frank Conner, utsrpret for the
misston.

W hy. united military action of the allies.

i The committez has to draw up plans and

replies to a while gortes of questions
concerning ‘aliy the
will devete Uvell ta thig with zeal.™

aware of the movement until the foi- |

The admiraity summary follows:

Arrivals, 2174; sailings, 2133,

British merchantmen over 1,600
tons sunk by mime or submarine, 16;
under 1,600 tons, 1. Fishing craft, 4

men of 1.60¢ toms or over, seven
oflesat.hxnth:ttounag:.r and
TWO ITALIAN SHIPS SUNK.'
Rome Cable — Russes of Halian
shipping from submartme activity dur-
mmg the week ended December 2 weére

German attacks on the British saliemt
in the Cambrai area, Gen. Maurire,
Chief Director of Military Operstions
at the War Office; said to-day:

“The enemy has to a certain extent

got us into an awkward posittom, and
some adjustment of our line may . be

| necessary. We may have to make

slight withdrawals on the north
salient, ;o t e

“There is little doubt,” ~comtimued
Gen. Maurice, “that the Iatest @er—
man attacks in the Cambrat
have been planned and aupeﬂnm
by Gen. van Ludendorff himself.
Ludendorif’'s plan was .a tha
2ood one, as most of the German
plans are. ' )

“lt was an attack on both flanks of
cur salient followed by an attack in
force on the centre.

“His attacks on our north and cen-
tre failed compiletely, but cn his left
the enemy succeeded in breaking
through a part of our front. He at-
tacked npt only cur new front, But gn
a part of the line as it existed befere,
to the south. He succeeded in effect-
ing a surprize and broke through te
a depth of nearly 6,000 yards—clear
through our gun positions. DBut we
promptly drove him back two-thipds
of the distance covered.

“One cannot say the Germans haxe -
not made substantial gains as a re-
ault of this effort. When you are in
a narrow salient, even a small inzoad
on one's flanks increases greatly the
difficulty of holding the sallent and
supplying the men in it. The supply
to the men on certain portions of our
front hkas now become a matter of
considerable difficulty.”

wEieial v

action of Oct. 0, in which we estublish-
‘ed ourselves on the Jebet Hamrin rance
(north of Bagdad) ard on the left banls

y oattemmpted to delay  oar

tr i

i included  in
{ trench mortars, and, therefore ,this

After alluding to tke readjustment
of the line that might be necessary to
some extent in this area, Gen. Maurice
continned: “For the first time in
many a day the enemy captured some
Pritish guns. ‘The last British guns
&e captured were four from a terri-
torial battery behind the French [ines
in tho battle of Ypres, in May, 1815,
during the first gas attack. Since
then we had not losgt a single gun on
the western front and have captured
750 of the enemy’s, of which 510 were
¢aptured in 1917,

“The number of guns we captured
ar Cambrai s 138. The Germans
ciaim 100 of ours, and I am not yet
able to tell exactly how far this claim
is true, as complete returns, from the
hatteries, are not yet in, but e
prompt’tude of the announcement and
the round number used leads to sus-
vicion. 1 believe the Germans Bave
the coant numbers of

aumber would be subject to a ﬁrge
diseount. The same probably is true
of the 6,49y prisoners which is claim-
ed.”

P -

835,000 of Ambergris in a Lump.

A prize lump ol ambergris secared
Ly the whaling brig Viola is reported
by Capt. John A. CooK, of Provimes-
;v.m, owner oi the vessel. The chunk
of ambergris taken from a éperm

whale captured just south of Cape Hat-
toras, weighed 121 pounds, and way

fed fromts, and it

valued at $35,000. Each man of a crew
! oi sixteen will have a share in the prize,
i Another old whaiing barque of the
| New Bedford fleet returned to port

recently after a four-years’ cruise.
! rnis was the Wanderer, built at Mat-
{ tapoisett in 1878 and still apparently
i as sound ae the day she was launched,
| Tho Wanderer had pretty good luck
' on her return cruise. I aii she toek
8,200 barrels of sperm oil, valued at
$160,000.

Most-of this was sent home via thg
Azores and Barbadces. Capt. Anteine
Edwapds, commander of the vessel, fig.
ured that an average catch of $§8,000
a year waa mot so bad these dmys.

* - e ~

A square desl is as broad em it Is
Yong. .

&




