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. Do mercy.

LESSON VIII—AUGUST 25, 1918
SPEAKING FOR CHRIST—LUKE 12: | teach—Jesus both gid ang taught. He

8-12; ACTS.1: 1-8.
COMMENTARY — I
Christ (Luke 12: 8, 9).

Ineant much to confess Christ when

Was on earth, and it has meant much |
In all the ages since that time. To

utter dependence upon him for sa]- Mark 16; 15,
vation and to trust him, having turn- | forth.

ed to him with aj] the heart.

are his  followers. One

formity to the divine will.

fession of Christ before men is for the

beneflt of others as well as of the con- | passion=>His suffering and death. By
fessor.  Before the angels of God— { many infallible proofs—Proofs that
Christ wi]] acknowledge before the | could
angels ' those | Proofs.

Father and the
who confess him

God.”
need of the atonement

that comes only through him.

what God would have it to be. I
means inestimable loss in time, but i

world to preach the gospel, but they
means infinite and eternal loss were not to go forth to the work until
Before the angels they were fully prepared.
of God—The regard that men have for | the
the-good opinions of their fellow Men | mige ig referred to in Luke 24; 49 and
is One is wise who

beyond this life.

amazing,

to emndure anything rathert
than to be denied before the company

of Heaven.

.- | The Holy Spirit was to be given to the
II Honoring the Holy Spirit (Luke

12: 10-12),

was casting out devils by Beelzebub.

Upon repentance they might obtain | the weighty responsibility that Jesus

- forgiveness for speaking simply
against him, but to attribute to Satan
the distinctive work of the Holy Spirit,
would remove them beyond the pos-
sibility of forgiverness. Blasphemeth
—To blaspheme is tc revile God or te
offer insult to him purposely. The
P were in immediate danger
of committing this sin, it they had
not already done so. They had at-
tributed to Satan what was in reality
the work of God. Shall not be for-
given—When this insuit to the Holy
Ghost has been offered with full know-
ledge of what was being dome, and has
been offered as a finality, he resents
the insult with a justice that knows
From the person who has
done this the Holy Spirit withdraws
forever and leaves him in a state of
complete indifference. 11. Bring you
unto the s Jesus gave his

than the synagogues. Take ye no
théught—Be not anxiously careful. 12
the Holy Ghost shall teach you—It i{s
the office of the Holy Spirit to fllum-
fnate and inspire the soul. A specific
promise is here given of help in the
emergencies that were to arise in the
promulgation of the gospel.

8. Whoso-
ever shall confess me before men—It

he made. It |Dlace lmf the aue;!:)ly of Christ and his
disciples is not wn. :
is to reject the offer of salvatiox} bably in J om on the eyttt
i ion.
be denied—To deny Jesus means that | 35cens
one’s earthly life is far from being | POKe With autherity.

10. Shall be forgiven—The- make them strong for the work before
great mercy of Jesus is here Dro- | them. They

claimed. His words point back to the |and their

terrible charge the scribes and Phari- | heaven, but they needed the sanctify-
sees had made against him, that he | ing and en

ey

IlI. The Holy Spirit’s aid in testify-

The former

In the
Fopemng verses of Acts Luke states

that he is continuing the record of

ing (Acts 1; 1-8). 1.
The Gospel of Luke.

Christ’s work for the world. N

8 Luke’s gospel.

he

not be shaken;

4. Being assembled together—The

It was pro-

Commanded them—Jesus

Should not de-
t | Part from Jerusalem—Jesus had given
¢ | them a commission to go into all the

Wait for
promise of the Father—The pro-

found in John 14; 16, 26. 5. Baptized
with water—This was a baptism unto
repentance. With the Holy Ghost—

apostles to purify their hearts and to

were already converted
names were written in

Dower of the Holy
Spirit, that they might be equipped for

had placed upon them. Not many
days hence—The crucifixion took
Place at the feast of the Passover,
while crowds of Jews were in Jerus-
alem from all parts of the worid and
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit was
to be accomplished during the next
great feast, that of Pentecost. 6. Wilt
thou at this time restore, etc. — The
disclipes still retained their impertect
idea of the rature of Christ’s kingdom,
When Jesus spoke of the outpouring of
the Spirit and the promise of the
Father, they thought he referred - to
the establishment of a great temporal
kingdom of the Jews. 7, Not for you
to know—Jesus said nothing of the
kingdom about which the disciples had
- made inquiry. Ty
8 vye wnail receive power—Jesus
turned the thoughte of his disciples
from that which was grose and ma-
terial to that which was spiritual.
He continued the subject which was |

He called attention to their need of
Power for the great work
them. and showed them how it wag
to be received. ' after that the Holy
Ghost is come ugon you—“When the

V. The Holy Spirii wae to bring to
the apestles holiness of heart and ab-
ility to live and speak as Jesus would
live and speak. The power was to

e
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’l’heginorpowerwunottohemere- Sage, bunch

J for the comfort of the deciples, but | Savory, bunen ... . i
It was to be for service.

to be empowered to bear witnesg ef- Tomatoes, basket
De.. 1 nound

come from without. 1t was not to
be from human or earthly cgurces.

The power of the Holy Spirit was to | Peas, basket

be the permanent , wer in the indi-

witnesges unto me—

is known eof this man beyond what is
written here and in the opening of
Began both to do and

wrought miracles and taught by par-
. ables and by direct methods. 2. Unti]
Confessing --he was taken up—Forty days after
his resurrection. ‘Had given com-
mandments—The Spirit of the Lord
was upon Jesus in all his ministry. It
was “through the Holy Ghost” that he

ve the great commission to his dis-
confess Christ is to acknowledge our Eﬁm recorded in Matt. 28; 19 and
16. Apostles—Thosge sent
The disciples were somewhat

L called apostles after they were sent
means to let the world know that we | torth upon their mission by our Lord.
confesses | 3. Showed Himself alive—The apostles

Christ by a life that is in full con-; were certajn that Jesus died on the

The con- | cross, and they were as certain alsg
that he arose from the dead. Hig

convincing

Being seen of them forty

e o, 52 | Chrpete woins the forty davs between

o '8 resurrection asc on

,T,‘;z;gg;’“;;; ?.‘lf:};‘;f t‘féwe"“' Pe | Josus showed hivocis to his followers
% “ angels of

9. Denieth me before men—To | t1 OF eleven times.

deny Jesus is virtually to deny the

kL Confessing Christ.

IL axrtxtfan eonversation.
L Confesing Christ. Speech is the ,
veeal mn_ot thought, and is
the ordinary means of communicating
it to others. No faculty involves
greater respomsibility or possesses
grezter possibilities for good or evil
The thought belongs to the individual,
the word to the world. Once uttered,
whatever its bane or blessing, it pass-
es forever beyond our control The
fa*e of individuals and of empires mas
Cepend upen it. It reveals ‘what is
within. Supreme authorfty has de-
clared, “Out of the of -the
heart the mouth speaketh.” No facul-
ty is more difficuit to control properiy.
Perfect mastery here assures complete
dominion. “If any man offerd not in
word, the same is a.perfect man, and
able also to bridle the whole body.”
A true faith will control the tongue.
Grace can conquer the ‘“anruly mem-
ber.” Restraint. in this is one of tha |
surest evidences of true piety. Jesus |-
declares, “By thy words thou shalt be
fustified, and bv thy wards thouy shalt
be condemned.” To confess Christ
means a public declaration ¢ our

faith in kim as our only and person:l
Savior; of love to him as our

Redeeim-

Christiau life. In

the lesson Jesus distinctly eommands
it. and biz ¢laims are imperative.
Faflure is in fact denial. Neutrality
fs as impossible as a double moral
relationship. “He that is 2ot for me
is against me.” Confession 5 tp be
made first in the company of Chris-
tians for mutual instruction, comfort
and encouragement. “They that fear-
ed the Lerd spake often oncz to' ap-
other.” The psalmist invites all :o
hear: “Come and hear, all vet that
fear God, and I will declare whag he
hath done fo. my soul.”

fore comfort yourselves together, and
edify one

another.”
ens personal faith.
IL Christian conversation. To be

Confession

Christian is to be Christlike. In con-
versation as in all else Jesus is the
great example.
tion will excludg uncharitableness. A
word may blight or brighten the whole
life of another. “He that repeateth

Christian conversa-

a matter- separateth very friends.”
True Christian love “hopeth all
things.” “Where there is no talebear-

er, the strife ceaseth.” Mere tri

conversation can not be indulged with-
out spiritual loss. Christian cheerful-
ness is equally removed from gloom
and frivoiity. Jesus said, “Every idle

word ‘that men shajj

speak, they

shall' give acceunt thereof in the day
of judgment.” Christian speech will
not permit irreverent or corrupt con-
versation. Clean lips and chaste lan.
guage bespeak the Christian life. The
attributes of Deity are too sacred to be 4
bandied about in careless remark.
What are commonly called by-words
are as unnecessary as they are unbe--
coming. S8lang does not savor of
sanctity. “Let no corrupt communi-
cation proceed out of your mouth.” Sim-
plicity attends saintliness. “Leat your

a

7ea be yea; and your nay, nay.” “In

multitude of words' there wanteth

not sin.” We seldom repent of havy-

ing said too little; often of having
said too much. The apostle exhorts

to

condemned.” Great truths of worlig.

to hasten their triumphs. No higher
use of speech is pessible.
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Do., Creamery.... .. ¢ 48 0 52
Margarine, Ib.
Kggs, new laid, doz. .. 0 52 v 55
Cheese 1Ib.
Do., faney, Ib.
Dreesed poultry—
Turkeys, 1b. ..
Fowl, 1b. ..
Spring chickens .
Roosters, 1p. .. SR
Ducklings, 1b. ..

Fruits—
Apples, basket 1]
Blueberries, basket .. .1

0

‘Currants, black, basket 3
Rasnhemes, box .. ... 0
Cherries. sour, basket 2

interrupted by the disciples’ question. Begetables—
0

Beane, small measure
before Beets, new, dozen

Carrots, new, dozen
Cucumbers, basket .... ¢ 40
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