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Srass is green and the weather pleas-
ant in that country, and the season

‘would be no argument against Christ’s’ L

& birth having taken place in that
month.
heavenly messenger was sent on an
lll!l:wrtant errand.

e nouncement to the world of

Chr!s:e; birth. Many times from the
to the as-
1s came to
earth as messengers m.  beaven.

Glory of the Lord—A heavenly rad-
fance appeared about the angel and
enveloped the shepherds. This was
the symbol of the divine presence,
power and holiness as shown by the
scriptures. They were sore afraid—
They were taken compietely by sur-
prise. The appearance of the angel
was so unusual, and the scene so
startling, that they were awestruck,
but they were not left long in
condition.

10.—Fear not—Words ol encourage-
wment that have been spoken again and

-again to God’s peaple and to those
who desire to become such. “Fear
not” is an exhortation repeated up-
ward of fifty times in the Bible. Good
tidings—Good news producing “great
Joy.” To all people—The gospel is
for all nations in ail ages. [t came
tirst to the Jews ,but its blessings are
for all mankind. 11 Unto you—
Jesus came as the shepherds’ Saviour,
as he came to ali the worid. City of
David—Bethlehem. ‘Chrim——'l’he an-
ointed Cne, the Messiah. Lord—The

King of Kirgs and Lord of lords. 12
A sign—That they were making a
truc announcement. Ye Shail find—
They would recognize thg child Jesus
from his ciothing and his position.
Swaddiing elgthes—In the East it is
‘e cusiom now, as it was in  those
days, to wrap the infant round and
round with a lcng strip of clothes
three or four inches wide, from the
neck to the toes. This announce-
ment came fo the shepherds a3 they
were attending to their every-day
duties. An angelic visit was received
by Zacharias while he was serving
in the temple as a priest.

13. Suddenly—{mmediateiy afteg the
announcemen: made by the an;xl to
the shenherds. A muititude—Christ's
advent 10 earth was of infinite import-
ance and was attended by the presence
of heavenly being. *“The whole host of
heaven was pra:sing God, not mersgly
that portion of i: which was visible
to the shepherds.” They came to do
honor to him who took upon him
human rature that he might redeem
and save humanity. Praising Ged—
Th. angels understood something of
the work that Jesus was to accom)®sh
and they pralsed God for this glorious
manifestation of his infinite love. 14.
Glory to God in the highest—iicnor
and praise are ascriuved to him who
is the source of all excellence, who
dwells in the highest heawen. Peace is]
deciarcd as coming to men, as between
God and man and betwesn man and
man. The angels undersicod the 'sig-
nificance of Christ’s coming to earth.
They ascribed_the glory ot God, and

knew that men were to be blessed |

through Christ's ministry among them.
More clearly than we perceive it, did,
they realize how much was involved in
Irts advent as the Babe of Bethiehem.
We are under obligation to join the
angels in praise for Christ's incarna-
tion. We acknowledge his deity and
rejoice in him who “became flesh and
dweit amcng us.”

II. The child found by the shepherds
(vs. 15-20). 15. L€t us now go—The
gracious words of the ange], and the
chorus of the heavealy host had deeply
imprcssed their minds ard they yere
determined to learn more of the
bicyced news of the coming of Christ.
Sucii a. message as they had received
called for immediate action. The Lord
hath made known—They aczepted the
angol's words as a message from God.
16. Came with haste—They were seek-
ing Jesus. They were cager and deier-
mined. Such a search for Jesus 'is
always successful. 17. Made knawn—< |

The events were so full of promisel

and blessing that they would have done
wrong in not telling the good news.
The Saying—That Christ the Lord, the
Saviour. was born, and that peace and
good-will toward  men had been pro-
claimed. 18. Wondered—The message
appealed profoundly to the

9. Angel of the Lord—This |
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prcphesied centuries eariier; s.pu-
announcement was made to hME wir-
gin mother. It was also revealad .

Joseph, his’ reputed father.™
-Interest céntred in the

throngs of reioiecing angels,.
men- journeyed distant {
hail Him who was barn King -
inearnation is as philceophical

‘lHes the Christian system.
terious union of two matures;
perfection, is inexplicable, but s em-
phatically declared. ,The
on the mother's side, the divine
the mystericus act of the Holy
He made “in himseif of

new man, so making peaee’™:
in - himeelf the apparently
able interests of oftended justiee,’

'gx’i

!.
:
;

[

coming therehy the “daysman™  who
-could put His bands qn 'both. John,
the disciple in clcsest sympathy and
deepest fellowship with the Master,
leads us to the most profound depthe
of the great truth in the first ehap-|
ters of hiz Gespel, and his First Epis-
tle. “The Word was God.” :
was made flesh, and -
us..full of-grace and truth. “Im
things it behoved
unto his brethien.”
rediemption was not a choice of alter-
natives. There was but
to the stupendeus meral problem. An
incarnation of Neity o the plame’of
the tranegrcssors was a necesasity; and
necessgyy cr ncseible enly for the pur-
poses of reiemption. At the manger
charie of Bethlehem “merey

truth met together; righteousnessand
peace have kissed each other.™ Jesus
descended to the lowest jevel of earth-

i

E

and hope inta the human ne=

est and the noblest. In His hulanity
mingled the blood of Rahab and of
Ruth. In His puhblic winictry He con-
doned ro crime, but was compassion-

the world Jesus €hrict all of Ged
that a hyman life could dis-

the “Lamb of €cd” He “put away ein
by the sacrifice of Himself™ Ae tha
great High Priest of our Ohristian
profession He “gave Himszelf for us.”

Offerer. His name was Destowed by
virtue of his saving power. Calvary

Puuzcm.-uuj:mgn;
dy, sheil and break into small pisces
with & roiling pin ene mmart of pes-

tins and set away to coelk bt

sauited holinecs. and trancgressors, be-§

He was at onece the Offering and the |
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cessity. Himseil spotless, in His, an-}
cesiry appear the names of the sinful- |
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ly estate that He might bring Hght|] . . W
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Santa

i

of one’s life centres round the child-

- s ish days when we believed all things
4 1 of the sort, when We hung our stock-

m@ _ yes Ing in the full belfef that they would
‘was mone ious  be filled by Santa Claus and no one
5mmﬁﬁrtﬁu 3 Ay > elae; when we went to bed with :he
Christmras sesson was supposed to- er- "firm intentfon: of listening to the pat-
mmmmﬂ‘mm ter of the reindeer feet an the racf,
of . 5 aeia . un. § 3B if Doasible; catehing a sight of ihe
V‘Snm.m&atim Bainst m;mmmMWbmyn his
P < Seadon: - s wark. mm m ‘!‘W“B be-
i g, o - Sy iy
i : ; We needed,
mmtmmqnﬁmfmm”'msmcummm
¥ Bave got into the house at midnight

i they> say, no  spirit cam | and put all these things for us? How
- walk shroat: ; ‘ early we loved to-get up, though it
mﬁsnwh no | was suel & tribulation at any other
1 anets. atrike, . : time!  They the irantic curiosity and
km - takes, no witch hath power anticipation as we felt the stockings
_ to charm, : to see what they held, and the shrill
 Sa and —of delight, as doll, or
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%0 gracious is the | exelamation
Sry o whistle,

or bugia. or bali came out,
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: Dear delightful &a
wious and happy childhood, who would

; ‘_ not give the whole of a life of ‘grown-

) to have them back, to enjoy
oNee more one of those never-to-he-
. forgotten Christmas days, and to have
one hour's enjoyment of the new doll
whose eyes actually shut when it was
put to bed! It is undoubtedly the
. childish ression we get of the

E

i #ty, just so long will the Christ-child,
- be & good thing for the world of hu-
manity—for even one day of the year
 given up to the thoughts of making
f’others happy cannot be lost.

THE NEIGHBORLINESS OF
CHRISTMAS. ,

. But cf all the aspects of Christmas
there is none so attactive, so heart-
scme as its neighborliness. At that
time we all realize in an amazing way
that ‘all the werld, rich or poor, high
or low, is our neighbor. All the year
round we know that there are hungry
folk at our very doors, but we are too

-} busy with our work, our pleasures, our

studies, to hunt them cut and feed
them. On Christmas Eve all our in-
“difference, our exclusiveness, our sel-
fishness disappear before the thought
of the little Child, whe, when he grew
to manhaod, recognized no caste, no
rank, no class, no creed, but taught
us that whosoever was needy or af--
flicted was our neighbor. That it is
in the season that we should so 'press
home this thought more than at any
‘other season, we do not know. We
only know that we recognize its truth,
its beanty, and we act accordingly. We
do d¢o unot merely exchange vislts and
cordiailty with our own ‘sei’, our own
friends;: we boldly visit and bear gifts
of feod and clothing to them, the
hungry, the poor, the afflicted, and
tw to see that no one goes unfed or
unhappy on that day that celebrates
the birth of the divine Child, Verily
a little child shall lead them!

The Best Liver Pill.—The action
of the liver is easily disarranged. A
sudden chill, undue expcsure to the
elements, over-indulgence in some fav-
orite food, excess in drinking, are
a few of the causes. But whatever
may be the cause, Parmalee’s Vege-
table Pills can be relied upon as the
best corrective that can be taken.
They are the leading liver pills and
they have no superiors among such
preparations.

e ——————

% GIFTS FOR
i  CHILDREN

(22 aadaad

Once upon a time a “‘useful present”
was the one dread of a child's Christ-
mas. But now things haove changed,
and quite for the best, since mainy use-
{ ful articles are camcuflaged well, with
all the romance of childhood. What
rogy pair of Iittlo fect will scorn a
pair of warm fe't slippers, dacorated
with a cunning picture bunny' Ang
what of a snug bathrobs iz the same
color as the slippers, and zay with
the rest of tha: same buny :iamilv!
The goods for the bathrobe may be
purchased so cdecorated.

How about gayly painted and sten-
ciled dress and coat hangers, as well
as a tree to match, tiat one may peat-
ly hang up one's miniature wardrobe
- at night. ready for the morning. And
there are all kinds of really substan-
tial nrsuery furniture; most grtistic
and indeed fascinaiing to live with
which will be a joy all through child-
hood. Gayly painted tiny but prac-
tical desks, with bcok ends to match,
are to be recommended too. The iq¢-
ter bring to mind alsa the altogeiher
lovely bock plates to be had nowadays
ofr children, in desizns especially to
please them. There is nlenty of room
for the child's rame too. Book
plates encourage care in tue hanu. ug
of a child’'s books. A little girl's
dainty white imitation ivory ¢oilet
get is sure to please, while a fur cap
with fur gloves to match will reacn
the heart of a little boy quite as sure-
ly as many tcys—and wiil last longer.
A child’s magazine, coming by sub-
sciption every meonth, i1z alwavs a use-
ful and worthwhile Christmzs gift,

Grown folks may borrow Chris'mas
Day for their own, but by right of in-
heritance it rea!ly belongs first and

,Llast to tke childrez—bless them' Ev-

eryone really feels this way, and whai-
ever other gifts must be struck off
this vear, the €2ildren’s zifts of course
rermain.

In the case of very young children
something in the way of tors is too
grat a joy to be denied, but ioys now
are more expensive than'ever and caly
strong, well-made ones and those that
have more than mefe noveity to rec-
ommend them should be considered.

No More Asthma. Dr. J. D. Kell
ogg’'s Asthma Remedy sounds the
death knell of this trying trouble. It
stops the awful chcking and painful
breathing. It guards against night
attacks and gives renewed ability to
sleep and rest the whole night long.
Much is ciaimed for this remedy, but
. nothing but what can be demonstrat-
ed by a triai. If you suffer from as-
y thma try it and4 convizce ycurse!?
. of its great valu:.

In ancient times funerals were fol-
lowed by protessimal. mournegs, who
simulated the appearance of th& wild-
est grief. The custom survives in the
valley of Sondrio, in the Alps, There
the women do not follow the funeral,
vbnt they group therselves at the
| entrance to tne cemstery and burn. in

.phonor of the dead, candies which vary

. In size according to the remungration,

mournen: of ancient tumes in the simu.
Intion of sincere
grief.—London

im are as prodigal as were the

oz

Christmas in its true meaning ta
commemorated by almost the entire

of the United States of America it ia
kept in the manner we keep it here,
from frigid Alaska to southern seas,
from Atlantic to Pacif:c and westward
to the gateway of tue Orient. It is
interesting to know how the season
is spent in those delightful islands in
the Pacific, where snows never blank-
et the earth in immaculate silence, nor
wintry blasts provide whistling accom-
Raniment to jingling sleighbells.

In Hawaii and Samoa Christmas day
s observed as it is in the States, in-
sofar as the conirast in climate and
customs allows it.
remote parts of the Philippines are
there a few spots whose inhabitants
havg not been reached and taught the
Christian way of keeping Chyisimas;
only a very few places whe! e & home-
sick American girl teacher thrpws her-
self amid the lacy ferns in @ sun-
lit glade, and adas to the lazy chatter
of a little brook her teary rememb-

rance of plum pudding, trkey  and
cranberry sauce.
The natives of Hawaii have long

since adopted, in a measure, the New
England cuscoms of celebrating
Christmas. They go to their lovely,
picturesque churches in the morning,
and the afternobn i3 given over to vis-
its among neighbors and friends, cos-
tume parties, and giving of gifts, the
latter being contined mostly to simple
presents for the children, a practice
which might well be adopted by the
mother country.

In one city, Hilo, onec may have the
unique pleasure of having i{awaii and
New England at the same time. For
directly above the town stands the re~
gal mountain, Mauna Kei, 14,000 icet
high, and which is perpetually snow-
covered. With a little persuasion
and much obvious clinking of silver,
the natives will go up and reiurn
with a cart load of honest-to-goodness
snow. Thus one may have a lively
(and necessarily speedy) snowball
tfight, and retire to the shade of a

sheltering palm to cool off! No
prettier sight can be iniagined than
Mauna Kez at dawn on  Chrisimas

morning. Cne's firs! impression is
of a ba'my June day, then the startl-
ing contrast of the snow-covered
mcuntain directly above, and the
swiftly moving hand of dawn chang-
ing the sunrise (ints from purple to
blue, pink . and finally to gold, as the
sun appedrs in blinding brilliance.

In Samoa the day ba; more of an

Kuropean air, as have 1 o5t of the
civilized customs adopted by these
islanders. Every city cf three or

four thousand has a queen. unmarried,
who has a retinye agd holds court In
a primitive fashion, but none the less
uninterestingly. She is the official
hostess (0 visitors within the gates,
and presides at all civic functions. At
court people are seated according to
rank, and their cases are heard with
dignity aad great ceremony. Christ-
mas {s one of the red letter days, and
is a gala affair indeed, consistipg of a
continucus round of concerts, gancing,
“tum-tumming’”’ and feasting, Usu-
aily the afternoon is devoted to the
exchange of gifts, tLis occasion being
under the personal supervision of the
queen, who sees that evervbody is sat-
isfied, and not infrequenily she con-
fiscates a gift that is not in keeping
with the donor's means, or her own
idea of the fitness of things. The
day is one of many pleasures crowd-
ed together in riotous confusion, but
it ig very doubtful if the natives get
the real significance of the occasion
which’ they ares commemorating. This
is a failing much in evidence in more
civilized communities, however, so one
cannot be hard on Samoa.
——— - ———

One dose of Miller’'s Worm Pow-
ders will clear the stomach and bow-
els of worms, so that the child will
no more be troubled by t'heir ravag-
es. The powders are sweet to the
taste and no child will object to tak-
ing them. They are npon-injurious in
their composition, and while in some
cases they may cause vomiting, that
must not be taken as a sign that
they are nauseating. but as an indica-
ticn of their effective work.

———p—

THE EMFTY STGCKING.

There's an empty stocking hanging
From many a little bed,

Where 4 God-blown dream hangs over
iuach sleeping curly-head;

And the vision gathers nigntly
Of a cay that's soon to come

Where little feet should patter
To the music of the drumn.

There's an empty stocking hanging
By many &« wind-blown door,

That must wait 'n vain for Christmas
In the gray haunts or the poor;

And eyes that now shine brightly
Shall, threugh a train of tears,

See nothing there on Christimas

sBut the :orrow of the years.

Eut out where splendor centres
In the mmansions of the Great,
No call will go unanswered—
No ot will vainly wait;
The Cnristmas horn will summon—
The Christmas drum wll roil
The tide of joy in magic )
Through the gateway of eath <oul.

B*h where one gift would brighteon
The dark ef weary days.
No reindeer's hoofs will thunder
Out poverty's drear ways;
And 30, for God's white scason—
For some wee dreamer's cause—
Don’t vou think that you might whispee
Just = word to Ranta Clauns®

- The Gold Louis.

The French coin krown as the louis
®’'or was first struck In 1641, under
Louis XTI, While it bas not bheen
coined since 1793, siace the exe~ution
of Louis XVI,, the name is often given
to the twenty franc piece, or gold
napoleon. While the value of the iouis
fluctuates, it may be roughly esti-
mated at about $5 of United States
@moncy.—Indianapolis News.

Fresh  Supplies in Demand—Where
ever Dr. Thomas' Eclectric Oil has
been introdyced increased supplies
have been ordered, showing that
wherever it goes this excellent oil
impresses it power on the people. No
matter im what latitud> it may be

It {s pat up in most portable shape
}h Do&tln and can be carried without

world; ard under the starry banner:

Only perhaps in

found its potency is never impaired.
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