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Pruit Growers, After Three
'Poor Years, Expect 2
Good Onme.

EXPERT ABWEE

Toronto Report.——Ontarie fruit
SFowers plgyed in exceeding nard luck
\ Jast year.
! As President F. A. Sheppard sald
‘#¢ & receunt sessfon of the _Provin-
cial Fruit Growers’ convention, the
apple of Ontario was almost. 2
faiiure 1917, n fHoer fruits, from
Peachies the way to berries, t
Was In no case over nalf a.crop, and
in some cases nor over a lo per cent.
harvest was gathered, ang, in the
face of all this, tramsportauion  cost
more than hefore., many or the sup-
piies used doubled im price, and
iabor was both scarce aud costly. Not-
withstanding all{tiis, President Shep-
pard said, growers will enter the new
seagon with undiminished courage.
Ome difficulty, - nowever, faces
growing ¥ight at the beginning of the
season—delay in getting manure.
Most  of ths Niszara-tg-Oakville
growers depend on Toronto for man-
ure, aund deliveries are awav bebind.
President Sheppard said that out @
40 cars ordered for bis section, onbly
three had been delivered: Mr. J. B
Fairbairn said he had ordered four
cars six weess ago, and none has yct
been received; Mr. W. #. Buntin
with ten cars on order, is alse with-
8ut delivery. Since the practice is to
put the manure on the Iand before
pruning begias, further delay will be
a serjous Mawsr for STOWeErS. ®
Another handicap on growers this
season is in the high price or poison
fprays. Profl. Caesar said that arsen-
&te of lead, in 100-pound drums, s
likely to cost 20¢ to Z5¢ per pound In
,paste form, or $0c to 48c In powder.
This i{s @about three (imes the prics
ruling before the war.
NEW POISON SPRAY.

Arsenate of lime, or, a® it is some-
times cailed, calcium arsenate, 18
only 13¢ to 18¢ in paste form, and 30c¢
to 38¢ in powder. The arsenate
lime, Prof. Caessr said, has given
8ood control with biting insects, and
is more convenient to use with lime or
sulphur thag arsenate nf ’ead; but,
used with water siome, it will severc-
ly burn foliage, while arsenate of lcad
will mot. Prof. Caesar destroyed al-
Boet every leaf on a pear tree in this

. Way,

At codling moth will probably
not be very badt this year, Prof. Cae-
aar thought it might do, in using
arzenate of lead. to use 11, ilbs. of
paste or 34 Ib. powder to 40 gallons
in spraying appies and pears for
moths. If ouly one spray {s given
this yesr the most {mportant is the
one just after Ulossoms fall; the
next in importaunce is just before
bloom. Y

Regarding dust spray, Prof. Cae-
sar sald he -had secured good results
from this, and good results had aiso
been reported from Nova Scotia, New
York and Michizan. In an ordinary
Year, in well pruned orchards, this
will give good results gemerally if
well applied, but under conditions
favorable to scab it fs not equal to
liquid spray.

PROMISING NEW FRUIT.

Mr., W, T. Macoun, horiiculturisgt of
the Ottawa Expertmental Farm. said
Red June, a - new earty apple tested by
him, is a good ehipper, and Stayman
Wine 8ap. a “sport” of the original

- T Winesap, is a larger and better than

the original apple of the name. Melba
and Joyce, scedlings of the McIn:iosh,
come in August and Septembgr, re-
spectively, ond are both good apples.
Omaha and Emerald, new pjums,
created by hvbridizing Burbanl: and
Wclfe, are both excellent, The first
named, @ red plum, comes in August,
and thte latter, a red and yellow .in
September. Portia and Oleria are two
premising new vartetles in strawber.
ries,
LET SMALIL ORCHARDS GO.

Mr., D. Jonmson, Dominton ¥ruit
Commissioner. veniured the opinion
that the apple crop will not be. a
large one this year. This opinion was
baeed on the fact that so many of the
smaller orchards have been negiccted
since the war began. In facty, M1,
Johrsom said, if fruit was omly one
line of general farming with bim he
would give his main attention to other
}lnes at present. At the same time, he
raild, Be belleved well cared for orch-
ards will give profitable returns this
season, because of special efforts befag
made {0 eduUcate consumers to the use
of frult and. vogetables rather than
oiher Hnes OF food.

ealing with potatoes, Mr, Jehneon
said thers wits an estimated surplus

of 2,000.000*8ushels in Prinee Edward |

Isiaud alowe, but owing to the break-
down {1 transportation, mueh of this
surdtus will probably be fed to stoek.
The surplos in New Bruuswick, he
adlcd, Las boen largely absorbed ia
‘moating the demsnd from New York
an! Hoston,
1.00%3 FOR LOW PRICES.
Mr. Y. . Anderson, of Lucknow, in

& lettor sent to George Hodgetts, said

that cter three poor crops of appies

the prospect is for & fairly large oue

g year with Jow prices. He express.
«d reiret becavee the high prices asked
for Novs Seotix apples last fall had
resuilof 15 consideradle quantities

A

| The balance om hand

but something will be dome to regu-
late prices.

his normal requirements, but specuia-
tive profits wiil not be silowed. Deai-

the Histortcal Committes,

had been set out in Niagara town-

shiip im 1814,

ed commercial
pesch growing in Niagara distriet.
Mr. Pear said that the names of

members, or sons of members, who

have enlisted for the war, should be |

recorded in the report of the asseo-
ciation. .

Thae suggestlon was adopted on
motion of Past-Prestdent Grant and
Mr. Bunting. Three lists of names
will be included in the'r honeor roll:
those wiho enlisted, those who Have
died, and women who have served
&% nurses. Mcmbers of the asso-
clatlon arz to be requested to send
names for the roil to Secretary P,
“v. Hodgetts.

COMMITTEES APPOINTED.

Dr. Grant, R. B. Whyte, Elmer
Lick and W. H. Bunting were ap-
pointed on ‘he Resolution Commit-
tee.

Messrs. A. Onslow. A, W. Peart,
and' Carpentier were named as a
nominating committee. \

The financial' statement showed
receipts from members fees, $333.90,
and $1,700 from Legislative  grant.
is $1,350.61,
compared with $480.37 last year.

GIRLS ON FRUIT FARMS.

Dr. Riddell, Superintendent of the
Trades and lLabor Board, in an ad-
aress last evening outlined the work
of the girls on the fruit farms
ot Ghurto last year. He 3aid from
tifteen to eighteen thousand workers
Bad been put on the farms last year.
They had, taken up the work largely
on patriotlc grounds, but they
could not be expected to subsist on
this, and he was sure there would
be some settlement of the wages
problem. He stated that 54 per
cent. of the girts earned four to
seven dollars per week last year,
and had to provide for their own
board... He thought the farmers
might hE€p in the matter of camps
so as to reduce expenses in this di-
rectiomn. )

In the course of - the discussion
which followed Dr. Riddell's ad-
dress, some of the farmers present
declared that {t would be Iimpos-

asible to increase the wages of girls

thls year as it would dislocate the
whole of the farm labor market,
as everybody would be demanding
increases.

. Farmers from London, Clarksen,
Newcastle anu other districts spoke
very favorably of the work done by
the girls, and stated that they had
~Zoured good grofity from their
nelp ip gathering in thd® fruit crop.

SLAYER HELD
T0 BE.INSANE

Gerbig, of Kitchener, Not
Guilty of Murder.

Sedition Cage Resnlted in
- Acquittal.

Kitchener Report.—The jury in the
Gerbig murder tria!l rendered its ver-

dict when the court resumed this even-
ing, finding that the prisoner Was not
gullty of murder, but that he killed
amma Gerbig while he was
and that be was acquitted on account
of such tnsanity,

The jury retired at 4.10 o'clock, after
listening to the gddresses ot tne coun-
sel and the charge of Justice Masten

for the greater portion of the day. His

Lordship ordered that the prisoner pe
taken oack to the jail from whence me
came and to be held {n custoay until
the pleasure of the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor 18 known. Gerbig showed no ev:-
denco of being interested in the ver-
dict and maigtained the same aPE~
thetie attitude which he has manifest
¢d since the crime was committed.
Mr. Justice Masten, wno presided
at the sessious of the Supreme Court
bers ro-night directed the jury to re-
turn a verdiet ot not guilty, afier hear-
ing the evidence iu the case against
Paul Letsuer. of Toronto, wuo was
charged with sedition. The evigencs

‘'showed that (e accused had asked

why he should give momney 0 crush
his native eountry, that Germany had
as mueh right to en:-~ Be!gium as (hp
Allies had to enter (iraece, and declar-
ed thgt Germany was not responsibic
for the war and that Germanv was en-
titled to Antwerp by concuest. These
statements, {t was alleged, were made
durtag a quarrel in the boarding house
of Mrs. Renwick, in' Hespeler, last No-
vember. The accnsed was called by
hils counsei, E. J, O’Connor, of Toronto,
and demfed makiug the statements it
wag alleged. His Lordshiv informed
the jury that a quarrel is not sedition.
but sedition is something said or done
in a publie place with intention of cre-
ating a disturbance. was no
such intention on the part of the ac-
cused, according to the evidenee. Jus-

‘tice Masten sgnin expressed the opfn-

fon that in & mixed community such
ss Waterioo County quarrels of this

‘The wholesaler will not

quoted
from & diary of the late James Dur-
Bam, the fact that 500 peach trees |

insane,

 President Wilson really wants.

All the other immates of the b:s
building’ are believea to e escaped
These include the nuns, nursing sis-
ters, returned wounded or crippled men
and wemen, to the number of almost a
thousand. They scartared in varicus
directions, so that ‘. may be some
time before thers can be a roll eall.

A number of the seldiers were re-
moved to hospitals, practically all tne
ambulances having been called imto |
service in conmeetion he fire
Nome of the soldiers suffered injury
through the fire or the consequent
confusion, and within half an hour of
the outbreak all of them had bexa =e-
maved to places of safety and comfort.
There were about two hundred of
them. Sixty of them were taken to
the Khak{ Club and the others were
distributed among the military hospi-
tal on Drummond street, the Royal
Victoria, Western and Montreal Gen-
eral Hospitals.

The ages of the inmates of the
Nunnery ranged from two or three
days to almost a hundred years.
Many of the babies whose lives were
destroyed in the fire and smoka were
but a few days or a few weeks old.
The elderly inmates were hpusel in
another section of the Nuunery, and
were not immediately affeetod by tue
fire.

GERMAN PRESS

Say U. S. President Aims to
- Split Germany.

Call Him ‘“The Poisoner,”’
and a Trickster.

Amstertdam Cable.—As was to be
cxpected, the imdusirial organs of
Western Germany savagely comrmr¥it
on President Wilson’s address. Tae
Rhenische Westfalische Gazette, under
the caption of “Wilson, the Poisoner,”
©ays: “They are talking to save their
necks—Wilson, Lloyd George and the
toothless tiger ir Paris, With lawyers’
tricks they are trying to humbug their
deluded peoples. It is impossible to
take President Wilson seriously.”

Assuming haughty contempt, this
newspaper proceeds to prove to its
own satisfaction that President Wilson
failed in what it terms his three ob-
jects, namely, io Learfen the British
with tales of inexhaustible American
resources, to try and split Germany
and Austria-Hungary, and to play off
the Recichstag majority against the
military. party. '

“President Wilson has had no luck,™
the newspaper continues. “We can tell

| him that a complete accord has just

been arrived at between Germany aN
Austria-Hungary, the effects of which
will become patent ere long.”

The newspaper congludes by enu-
merating all the micdeeds the United
States is supposed to have committed
against Spain and sundry Seuth
American republics, '

The Dusseldort Nachrichten says:

“After reading the address we have
given up hope that our readers will
be able to make head or tail of wiaf
He
never has spoken more vaguely or con-
fusedly, . The only thing clear
is that by flattering Count Czernin
(the Austro-Hungarian Foreign Min-
,ister) he wants to isolate Germany and
then isolate all the strong forces with-
in Germany. . . . President Wil.
‘son’s address not mitigate the
Versailles declaration one whit. He

ROASTS WILSON|

longer willing to toe the line of the
Entente mlicy of a stark negative.
&bogehacnmidgably watered his
The semi-official Nord Deutsthe
Allgemeine Zeitung ssws: “Thus far
his. proposals aount simply to an
intention to cempei the world to sign
an Anglo-Saxon peace, which would

speech hardly are calculated to bring
peace nearer. The Neue Freie Presse
considers that he made a mistake in
extolling Count Czermin, and insists
that Czernin and othrer Ministers have
always made clear that any attempt
to interfere with Austria-Hungary’s
i:}emaﬂonal policy would be inadmiss-
e.

AUSTRIAN RULER
IS OPTIMISTIC

Issues Manifesto On Uk
raine Treaty.

Taldngltas?_mtofa
Peace.

Amsterdam, Cable——The Aus-
trian Emperor has issued, at Vienus,
the following manifesto:

“To my peoples: Thanks to God's
gracious ad. we have concluded
peace with Ukraine. Our victorigus
arms the sincere peace policy
which we puraued with indefatigable
perseverance have shown the first
‘ruit of a defeusive war waged for our
preservation.

“In common with my hard-tried
peoples, [ trusi that arter the firs:
conclusion of peace, which is so
gratifying an event for us, a general
peace will souon be granted suffer-
ing humanity.

“Under the impressicn of this
peace with TUkraine, our glance
turns with full sympathy to that
aspiring young people in whase

first among our opponents.
the feeling of neighberiy love nas
become operative, and which, after
bravery exhibited in numerous bat-
tles, aiso peossessed sufficient reso-
luteness to give expression by deed
beforr the whola warld to its better
conviction.

“It thus has been the first
leave the camp of our ememies in
order, in the interest of the speed-
lest possible attainment of a new
and great common aim. to unite its
efforts with our strength.

“Having from the first moment
I mounted the throme of my exalt-
ed forefathers, felt myself one with
my peoples in the rock-like resolve
to fizht cut the struggie forced upon
ug. vntil an honorable peace was
reacted. [ Zzel myself so much the
mora one with them in this hour
taken for the realization of this
aim. With admiration for and af-
fectionate reccguition of the almo:t
superh n endnrance aund  incom-
parable” self-sacrificc of my heroic
troops. as well as of those at home
who daily show no less self-sacrifice
I look forward with' full eonfidence
to the near and happier future.

“May the Almighty bless us fur-
ther with strength - and® endurance.
that not only for curselves and our
faithful Allies. but also for entire
humanity, we may attain a final
peane.”

MAY BEPORT THE
 RESSIAN ENVOY

‘“‘ Ambassadcr’’ of Elshe-
viki Active in Britai

And Authorities Consider
Expelling Him.
|

London Cable.——Ths authorities
are considering the activities of Max-
!m Litvinoff; the Belsheviki represen-
tative in London. Altheugh he has
not been recoguized by the Govern-
ment. Litvinoff has been issuing
among wmunition workers pamphlets
bearing the seal, “The Russian Peg-
pi¢’s Embassy,” which, the newspep-
ers assert, are incitements to revolie
tion.

in the House of Commons to-day,
Noel Pemberton-Billing (Indepen-
aent), asked whether Litvinoft was
to be deported as an undesirable alien.
The Home Secretary replied that the
matter was receiving his sttention.

It is recalled that Leon Trotzky, the
Botshoeviki Foreign Minister, recently
protested strongly that the Britishand
American Ambassies in Petrograd had
tried to Interfere in Russian pelitics,
but that Sir George Buchanan, the

to

tie Crar and four other Kings est

| British, and David R. Francis, the
| American Ambassador.

, deelared that
these charges were unfounded.

. maved, though

Germany Guilty.

————e
.
B SRS

Co Defendant _Gets Three |

Years, and One in Raly
Sentenced to Die.

Paris Cable——Boio

for treason. The prosecutor yesterday

‘asired the court to condemn him on

the fact that Bola received money

-from Count von Bernstorff, the for-

mer German Ambassador at Washing-
ton, through Adolph Pavenstadt, the
former head of the Amsinck banking
house of New York, even though the
money was not used against Franee.

The court-martial deltberated for
only fifteen minutes.

Darius Porchere, an accountant,
who was a co-defendant, was senten-
ced to three years’ irprisonment.

Filippo Cavallinie, another co-de-
fendant, who is under arrest in Italy,
was sentenced to death, aithough he is
not within the court’s jurisdiction.

ARGUMENT FOR DEFENCE.

When the trial opened to-day Al-
bert Salles, the attorney for the Le-
vantine financier, took the flocor te
make a final plen for his client's life.

Following a brief exposition of the
abhorrence generally feit at the
charge of treason, Attorney Salles de-
clared the trial of Bolo Pasha had
raised distinct doubts as to his guilt,
and that it was his (Salles’) task to
change them to a certainty of his
client’s innocence. ‘

The attorney then ch'rged an “ab-
ominable press campaign ‘against
Belo” with being largely responsible
for the almost genmeral belief In
France, prior to the trial,- that his-
cient was guilty, and added that
hardly ten men convincéd of his inno.
cence couid be found in the country.

This press campaign, M. Salles as-
serted, had been deliberately insti-
tuted by Senator Charles Humbert,
former owner of Le Journal, after the
Senator had failed to induce Bels to
sell back th- stock in Le Journal at
haif the price Bolo had paid for it.

CRITICISED AUTHORITIES,

M. es went lengthily into Bolo's
personality and severely criticised the
authorities, including Genmeral Dubail,
military zove.nor of Paris, for what
he tormed the pcjudrment of the
c2ze before it ever came to trial. He
declared that the prmciples of efe-
mentary law, wl-ci pPresupposes a
Flan mnaocert until proven guilty, had
been disregarded. )

The attorney scored the prosecutor,
Captain Mornet, and Captain Bouch-
ardon, of the Paris military éourt, for
raking up Boly's past, and insisted
that the prisoner was not on trial for
bigamy or theft, but for treason.

“So far 2s this court-martiaj fs con-
cerned.” he said, “Bolo Pasha was

i born in 1514

.']‘neu fouowed a scathing arraign-
ment of all those prominent men and
women, ouec zlad to be Bolo's guests,
who had now deserted him.

M. Salles, in ciosing, wag impress.
ing as he pleaded: “Do not condemn
Bolo Pasha to catisfy public opinion.
Do not condemn him to satisfy public
passion. Do not be guilty of a mis-
carriage of justice that will be bit-
terlv regretted in after years.” :

Bolo appeared- to be depressed dur-
ing the latter part of M. Salley’ ad-
daress.

The speedy return of the conrt.
martial came aimost as g greater
SUrprise ig tne crowds i the court.
room awaiting the verdict than the
actual sentence of death itself, witich
had been predicted from $he outser.

Bolo took the announcement with
apparent czlin, but Porchere, who had
sat throughout the trial stolid and
stupid .n  appearance, was visibly
whether at his own
escape from n:s patron’s fate or a* the
sentence i1mposed upon Bolo, was not
easy (o determipe.

The crowa made no demonstration,
but tiled noisily rrom the court-room,
discuss:ng the vergict.

The Porchere case wen: to the court
after a brief summing up, Porcher»
being pictured by his counsel as an
Inneeent. intermediary, who, if he had
done anything against the nation, had
done it unknowingly,

Neither defendant availed himse!f of
the opporturity to make a firal plea.

Bolo returned to his cell.

Awed by the esoldiers, with fixedq
bayonets, those who gathereq in the
court-room refrained .rom aj] de-
monstrations, but the great crowds
outside the court emitted a terrific
rozr and cheer of approval as word
of the sentence reached them, plainly
showing the favor with which the sen-
lence of death found among the French
people.

Swiftly the news of the eoming exe-
cution of Bolo Pasha spread through
the city. Col. Voyer had not yYet eom-
pleted reading the sentence when the
cheers of the multitude from outside
drowned his voice.

Tha court-martial was unanimous
In condemning Belo. It stood for a
tima four to three against the
conviction of Parchere, but finallv
compromised, six to one, <on. cos-
viction on the charge of “éommerce
with the enemy,” carrying a lighter
sentenee The judges delibérateq
only few minutes, and as they:
filed into the room it was easi'y dig-
cernible that Bolo Pasha’s ;
cezsed. .

~
-~

has |
{ beenx coanvicted ang sentenced to/death
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Egypt, and with having facilitated the

PRENCH WHEAT.
Bright Outlook for Big
This Year.

Paris Cable.——The conditiom off

‘wigter wheat in the desartmonts: ot -

France which give the Iargest yleldn

is reported by nemt'hh"% 1713

finished a tour of inspeetion to fhstify

fully the most eptimistic hopes offthe
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1918 crop. Nowhere &Il e frostidm

in any year since 1914.

Preparations for spring seeding:are

well underway and it 'is probable: thes.

acreage will exceed that of last speing AN

by nearly one million. There is am
equal increase in the acreage of wim
ter wheat over 1917,

Middle and Lower Classes
Are Desperate.

Commercial and Iatmﬂ“

Morality Dead.

London Cable——Qf excepticna¥
interest is the latest review of com-
a well-i-
Conditions im: '

formed authority.

Berlin at the end of 1917 are de-

scribed as ‘“‘abselutely awful.””

Another informant, a woman who & 7,

visited Berlin in November and De-
cember, writes: “The middle nnd

Jlower classes in Berlin were !

caring what happens so long as dhey - |

have peace at once. They were suf- o

fering n_orribly, and the oniy wend

to describe conditions‘ in Beriin I "

while the linen worn by both sexes

s, and a terrible lack of foedk |

“The people nate the Gavern-
ment. To further the last war

.
Rady

4 e

the whole piace was pinstersd

pictures of von

within a few hours

I went

which was crowded

who burs: into roarz

sight of the Crown Prinee:
heard, from a very good
that the Government dai@
know how they would .

-ple during March, Apeil '

Children are the greatest
They show serious signs of
feeding. The daeﬂmb;in the
of chil€reyp must. causing gresg:
anxiety to the German m‘

Milllons of young people are o
killed or permanently h& |

for useful work, and there
alarming decrease in the birth rat:
especially in the large towns: Qpe:
the most significant features s
gzeneral deeline of .

raticnal morality. Calls of

ism and the orders of the

ment are disregarded; rof' e
theft, bribery and corruption g
rife in all classes. The state: off &
many is summed up in the' st
statement that for the zreat maese
lifa has heem reduced  to- the::

level of discomfort and miserw:.

i o ] :
Clande—Mabel has sneh

[ vair. T tidnk, don’t you?

Invelv, ‘and she iz =
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