e Baptist while be was fulfliling his
'/ mfulytry of ¢ix mouths prior to the
enfimsce of Jewus upon His publlc
. Gilgifon. Jobw Yegan his presching
’Q“ﬂ-uoth.n.zi,m e
way ¢hirty years of age, & esus
WYas Gaptized sfx months Iater, or
whew G¢ was thirty years old, the age
| St airh Jewigh priests were installed
into their From the last of
BC. §, ¢ of Christ’s birth, to
AD. % ts years. When dates
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e the anomaly of the

5. The title of Mark's
declares unmistakably that
the Son of God. 2, aw it is
fn the prophets—The coming
forerunner of,Jesus, as well as
of Jesus Himself, was prophesied
im advance. The first pro-
Bers quoted s from Mal. 3:1,
sscond is from Tsa, 40:3. A
was being introduced and a
Por the new leader a

R
H

the people. They must be pre-
pured ¢o receive iim. The prophecy,
witfelt all Jews accepted, of the com-
the forerunmner, was fulfilled in
Johm and his ministry. T send my
messonger—God the Father speaks in
¢he first person and in the present
tenwe.  The use of the present tense
.makes the prophecy vivid, and al-
rendy were the plans laid for its
fulfliment. The messenger was God's
own obedient and honored servant. A
@rent honor was bestowed upon John
fnsending ifm on this exalted mission.
Happy {s that man or woman, boy or
Of¥l, who is in fact God's messenger.
Pefore tny face—Before the face of
Jokn preceded Jesus by six

&
]

s messenger is thus largely lost
#Ight of in the mesaage. It is not so
mech the man as the announcement
Be makes. It is the “voice,” the in-
strmment employed in declaring the
oomiug of the Messiah and in prepar-
jng the peoplo to receive him, that {s
“important. John's entire ministry
wes ctamucterized by humility. He
@ the ‘‘voice,” the “messenger,” and
‘was happy to be just that. crying—
“8beuting, crying with a bigh, strong
vofce.” in the witderness—The minis-
try .of John was confined to the res

gfon west of the Dead Sea and the

o River and east of Jeruemlem.
preached in the uninhabited re-
rather than in the cities or vil-
of Judea, prepars ys the way of
Lord —The responsibility was
plared upon the people themselves.
make his paths strmaight—Righteous-
new {u its perfection characterized
te Messiah and righteousness must
ehgracterize those who would receive
Bim, . - ’
1. John's work (vs. 4-%). 4. John

413 Baptize in the wilderness—Thae .
placs along the Jordan where John |

haptized is not definitely known. Al-
we are told that it was at
Bethabara (John 1. 2°), yet we can
Sot. definitely locate the place. Some
are of the opinion that it was

mearty east of Jericho, and others that
was about fourteen miles south of the
of Galilee. The baptism was In
token of the fact that the candidates
id of their sins. Repentance—-

I» his preaching John's them, wag re-
ypumtance. The people werr called upon
¢ turn away from their sins and per-

i

™memently forsake them, and curn fully-

3 G There is godly spn-ro'v for »in
in eonnection with true repentance.
For the remission of sing—There can
®» 6o remission of sins without repen-
tamce, and there can be n» true repen-
! without & sense of sin. The
ing of the gospel is to the end
men shall realize the enormity of
us, repent of them and belleve
s to the saving of their souls.
ere went out tunto Him—Even
John .the Baptist was preach-
baptizing in a sparsely sett!nd
he had a hearing. He was ful-
a divinely-appointed wmisasion
s manner and his message drew
people § Him. :All the land »f
Ju@gea—Judea in the time of Christ

i

i

|

| posseomed what he did net, the divine

wag the southern province of Palege

tine, extending from 'the Mediterran-
‘esn Ses on the west to the
River on the east, and including Jery-
w» and Jericho as the principal cf-
and there were many other towns
vilisges. Representatives of all
of people and of many
flocks to John's ministry.
Jerusalem—Jeruslem was
centre of thg Jewish faith andg
various shades of religion wers
there. From that city ° ds
to see and hear John the Bap-
Baptized. .confessing their sins—
I’ emmuot be sta‘od with certainty
er or not John made use of the
neg of baptlam, adopting some
e already in uwe, or instituting bap-
tism as & rite altogether new. We em.
ploved it as a sign. that those who ac-
cepte? It repented of their sins Hie
preach'ne was offect{ve, ' )
6. Johnm was clotmed with camel's

I}

’53"§§

o

of coarse texture being woven from
e Tong, goarse hair of the camel. An
dlegart cloth 13 woven In the east

from the finer hair of the came!, but

@ty was not the kind that John wore.
. % girdle of & skin—The girdle was an

fmportaat Whrt of Oriental dress and
s often rate and costly, but
the gl John wors was simply

t 2 P of wntanned leather. lncusts
-he MWowlic ‘law' allowed the
; of locusts  as s food.
v T -2k 22, In  Syria
z?“"“m of the

, 'willll foney—Honey wmade by sios.

| cords.

but the baptism with the Holy Ghost
would accomplish both.

111, Baptism of Jesus (ve. 9-11). 9.
in those days—At the close of Johun's
first six months of presching in pre-
paration for the coming of Jesus.
Jesus came from Nazareth—He was
thirty years old and was about to be-
gin his public ministry., His home had
in Nazareth sinee his return
from Egypt with Joseph and Mary.
The distapce from Nazareth to the
place where John was preaching was
about sixty miles. Galilee—The north.
ern province of Palestine. It borders
on the Sea of Galilee on the east. was
baptized of John in Jordan—Matthew.

]

unworthy to perform the rite for one
so exalted as the Christ (Matt 3: 13-
15, Jesus was baptized to ehow his op-
position to sin and his love for right-
euosness, and as a mark of his indue-
tion into the priestly office 10. the
Spirit like s dove descending upon him
—The baptism by John showed that
he was set apart by human hands for
Bis great mission, and the coming of
the Spirit upon him showed that he
was divinely set apart and mted'{or
fnis work. The lightning gf the form
of a dove upon him was (the visible
representation of an invisible work.
11. & voice from heaven—The Father
made an audible declaration to the as-
sembled multitude that Jesus was his
Son.

Questions. At what point does Mark
begin his record of Christ's life? What
prophecies does he quote? What was
the mission of John the Baptist? What
is  repentance? Where did John
greach? Whom did he have as hear.
ers? Describe the appearanve of John
and hie food, How {s his humility
shown? Describe the baptism of Jesus,
Show that the Trinity was there mani.
fested.

PRACTICAL SURVEY.

Topic.—Heralds of the King.

1. John’s proclamation.

I1. Divinely authenticated.

L Jonw’s prociamation, We are {n-

er, thorougniy hounesi, unseitish and
noble, uttering soaip eentences aad
aiming at a spiritual repentance for
the remission of sins. Of tne old dis-
peusation Icalah the first prophe:
who wrote, and Maiacni the last. Jonn
the Baptist was the last of the old and
the first of the new dispensation who
spoke. Isaiah, in writing, had set the
door ajar for Christianity, which John
flung; wide open. Malachi began to
shut the door against Judasim, which
John clased, Old Testament prophecies
and John's preaching showed that the
way was being prepared for the cpm-
ing of Jesus, Again the long-silent |
spirit of God was speaking. The chain |
of prophecy, which seemed to have;
ended with Malachi, was again formed. |
The secTet of John's power aver men
| seems to have been that he was fully
convinced that he was gent on a divine
Mmission, and was so engrossed in fll

ing it that he carcd little for anything\
elss, Hg aimed directly at the need
of his generation, seeking the most
effective way possible: to the con- |
sciences of men. Hse touched each
clags at the point of its special temp-
tation and besetting sin. He insisted
on the application of Isaiah’s rule
(Isa. 1: 18). His words caught the
tone of his character.. H!s prosest
against sin was embodied in his exam.
ple. He walked and talked with God
unt!l the time was rips for his coming
forth. To his anxions {nquirers he
returned answer: which proved his !
tact In dealing with human nature, He
had the ‘nstinct of the true teacher.
The beanty of John’s ministry lav in
the recognition of the faet that Jesus

natnre.

11. Divinely authentfeated. The gos-
pel began in God's purpose. It has g
prophetic beginning in the first revel-
ation to Adam, the patriarchs and
prophets. It had its setusl beginning
in the incarnation of Jesus and the
ministry of John. It Bad its effienei-
ous beginning with the death of
Christ. Its beginning in the prepara-
tory ministry of John, marked a glor-
ious epoch, the most wonderful begin-
nfng in the annals of time, a begin-
ning without an end, the publlie com-
mencement of a great life. The bap- !
tism of Jesus signaied the elozing of
John's commission as the forerunmer
of the opening of Christ's commission
zs the Redeemer and of the speedy ful-
filment of the Father’'s greAt design
of redeeming love. It represented the
perfeet purity which his preeminent
ministry required. It was the most
solemn dedication which history re-
It was when Jesus had made

himself one with the sons of man that

he was deeclared to be the beloved
Son of God. It was then God
himself took the herald’'s office. That
, voice approved the character and au-
thenticated the miasion of the Son of
God. The opened heaven was the
guarantee of a perfect revelation of
of the Father's will in the great effort
of saving men. John stood in the
| presence of the Trinity, God the Son,
manifest in the flesh, God the Holy
Ghost, descending in a dovelike form,
God'the Father spezking from heawen,
recognizing in Jesus, God amd man,
the only begotten Son of his love. This
was the inauguration and proclama-
tion of the Messiah when he began to

troduced to a rougin-appearing preach- |
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| Are they wild he gays.
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cloth tops on 'em and nifty swits
checked caps.

One of them he was the fresh
guy of the two come ap to me snd
says Hello Rube, how iz the lHtite
alfalfa this fall flippin his
the end of my whiswers.
lad says to me stand | A
are kiddo and let me fegst om
Oh Alfred isn't that mskeup
he says, couldn’'t he step right
the stage now without ever going
the dressing room. 1 didw’t
what he was talking about csuss Y
only had my working clothes om.
said are youse young guys looking for
‘work. They said they had ‘
down to pick up a iittle easy
and secure some relief from the strain
of the city. Do yon think you can
stand stookin I said and they teld me
they thought they were in pretty good
condishun as they had beem playing
pool all summer. Esch of them had
a nice new suitcase and I thought they
was kind of ilght when 1 was throwing
them in the demoerat. Afterwards
when they were at work the missus
looked in them and all there was was
all kinds of cigarettes, s safety razor
and a sweater. When we was driving
out to the farm they was asking all
kinds of foolish questions gbout the
work. The Smart Alex ome said it
ought to be pretty good eport, beat
tennis all to nothing. He asked me
what was the name of the ges gee on
the Starbcard *‘side and he had the
gaul to ask me if he could have 350
calary in advance.

Well that night they kind of epemod
their eyes when 1 showed them the
way to the hayloft to sleep and threw
em a horso blanket. Ome of them
said something about Mary ®ardem
perfume to woo the Ged Merpheus.

Well [ had to take & big splash o
of them 80 acres or sats dexd ri
g0 T called tbe toys alcrg atoot 2
o'clock in the morning. I went out
to the stable with a lanters€ and hoi-
lered up to em. After a while I heard
% noise and one nsf them came down
the ladder carrying his suitcase. He
seemed to be half asieep. D#d youm
call, mother—he says ;ou scemm t@ be
calling early this morming,

Where are you going, I says.

“I'm going some p:ace to stay all
night,” he says—'you distarb mwy rest
—what's the matter, counldmt wyou
sleep?”’

I told him tais was the time we
usually got up in harvest time and

- i§3§?§§§%=[

sleep. [ told him il was time to go

work. ‘“What's the idea,” he gaid.
{ told him we were going to eat osts.
1 tol& kim mo,
and he says why take edvantage of
them in the dark?

asterwards the other foellow came
down and asked me if I belicwed in
daylight saving, he szid I secmed to be
a good hand at it.

After breakfast we got into the field.
TThem oats was the tallest you ever
seen right up over the horses heads. I ;
was showing them dudes how te stook '
and one of them asked me {f ke |
eouldn't get the losm of s stepladder
to stand the sheaves up. 1 could see
it was going to be heavy work alright.
Well Sir thers was s heavy dew on
the ground and it wasn't lemg till
them fellows was as wet as theugh
they had heen wading im water. 1
coms clogse to the smart Alex eme
when I was passing with the binder '

‘once and he says Hey, Peop, is there

any danger of submarimes arcund
here. I'd hate to get terpedoed fuwt
as I wzs leaning ever w» pick up
sheaf. ’
After a while one of the lads hailed

me when I was passing. “Hew fs the Ing fitly framed together groweth unto borrowing troubie?

:
:
]

Well Sir they went at it again and
I eould a put up more stocks in half
an hour then those two did in the
next two. After a while I stopped to
fix the binder over In one corner and
and I heard the two lads talking. How
‘would you like to be up to your neck
in water down at the beach one maid.

of sitting tn one of those ice houses
aver in Norwood. Yes or think of be-
ing up one the smowflelds in the
mountains. And =zil the time they
was wrestling with them big sheaves
of oats and the sun sending down heat
like you was standing next to a red
‘hot stove. Well by and by I missed
them. 1 made another round of the
field and then went over to where I
saw them last. Hello I shouted and
then I saw one of them stand up be-
hind a long row of sheaves they had
but up to keep off the sun. “Ad-
vance friend and give the password,”
said Mr. Smart Alex. I was plum dis-
gusted, so I said ithe password is for
you fellows to get out of here. They
looked at me surprised like and then
one of them says three cheers, we're
fired, hurrah, hurrah, hurrah. The
other lad was sure tuckered out. He
Just raised his head a little and saic
in a weak voice—Tiger—hurrah—mo-
ther was right. And inside of an hour
they was on the train going to Win-
nipeg.
Yours truly, HANK.

P.S.—Send me down two MEN.
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If T eonid hold within my hand
The hammer Jesus swung,

Not all the gold in all the land,

Nor jewe.s countless as the sand,
All in the balance flung,

Could weight the value of that thing
-and.wnich his fingers onee did

cling, -

If I eould have the table he
Once made in Nazareth,
Not all the pearls in all the sea,
Nor crowns of kings or kings to be
As long as men have breath,
Could buy that thing of wood he
made— .
The Lord of lords who learned a
trade.

\

Yea, but his hammer still is shown
By honest hands that toil
And round his table men sit down;
Ang all are equals, with a crown,
Nor gold nor pearis can soil;
The shop of Nazareth was bare—
But brotherhood was builded there
—Charles M. Sheldon.

THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT.

There is one body, and one Spirit.

Through him we both have aceess
by one Spirit unto the Father. Now
therefore ye are no more strangers
and foreigners, but fellow-citizens
with the saints, and of the househoid
of God; and are built upon the foun-
dation of the apostles and prophets,
Jesus Christ himseif being the chief
eorner stone; in whom ail the build-

to us in Thy name.” And ke said, “Tn
this rejeice not, that the spirits ave
subject unto you; but rejotce that
your names are written 'm Heaves.”

Ow. .. ..‘o‘ ven
Master with® demure
faces. One said, "Is thers a reai dook

oL 11e?’ and the answer was, “Yes?™
but not made of paper, or shine e
grass; not bound in cloth or leather,
or stored on shelves in libraries. The
names are written on flakes or films
of spirit pure as fileeey sicuds,
beautiful as the eolors of the heavens,
and lasting as days of

are willing, joytul, holy. Avether ask-
ed, ‘““Does the ink fade? Will it last;
s there danger of any subtle chomionl
‘element that efface one name.”

The pen is of iron, the ink is ewre

spirtt indentations are om immertsi
surfaces, the wonder and glory, and
study and mystery, of the universi-
ties of eternity. Another asked, “Wilt
there be any additions to the P™
The answer came, “Yes and No.” In
one sense the name is fast forever,
hoary with age, beautiful with youth.
The name was there before the sun,
Or moon, or stars were made, or earth
'was formed, or oreeping thing, er
man.
And yet, in one nse, the sumber
&wells; because on earth mothers besr,
babes are born, names are given, it ‘s
the names the mothers give that ge
‘down on the reg#ster. Angel enumer-
ators gather up the name. Angels
gather up Into their baskets infants
'who cannot respond, except in the af-
ient praise of their mute and beauts-
ful songs. Another asked. “‘Is there
difference in rank?’ and the answer
came: ‘“Yes,” a thousand timesg sold,
just as the one star differs frem an-
other star in glory. Men ars not equaf,
no two alike. There is rank withoui
envy, obedlence without grudge, ser-
vice wilnout serviiilty. Newards are
bound up in every aet, each sced ear-
ries its own harvest, and sings its own
i harvest home song.

Another asked, '‘Have other werlds
fallen?” .The answer eame; ‘“The

eternal silences of these imfinite spaces
have yat to spesk.” One thing i3
sure, this world is the pecullar hpri-
tage of the Son of Man. For Lbhe sake
of ihis cne, the ninety-mine miilions
of millions were left in the ealm me- |

curity of a pure, delighttful wilder-
ness.
These were left in peace, an@ the

one wandering sheel was sought and
consumed the shepherd’'s care. The
Son of Mzn i3 ceme to seex amd to
save. The last g:esiion asked. “Are
the names al] human names?" and the
answer was: ‘‘Yes,” with the empha-
sis of light and the assuranee of eier-
nal truth. Not angels, devils, seraphs
and unrecorded grades of beings aaé
of bliss, bui men, men, ren. The
book of life is a supremely humsen
book. :
“When wilt Thou save the peeyle?

O, God of Merey, when?
Not Kings alone, but nestions!

Not thrones and crowns, but men?
Flowers of Thy heart, O, God, are

they;

Let them not pass like weeds arway—
Their heritage a sunless éay—

God save the people—
From vice, oppression amd éespair—

God save the people!™

—————————

U.‘S.Murmrﬂmvd.'

For everv million inhgbitewts Guw-
ads has each year three ;. Ger-
many, under five; Great tain, tem;
France, fourteen; Belgium, sixtess .
In the United Staten there are
year . 129 murders per millioa inhabf-
tants. In one single year over 11,009
men, women and chiidren are mur@er-
ed. One murder in sevemty-flve Py
the death penalty, and for the rest am
average imprisonment of sevem yumm
settles the senre— Txshange.

Does a war loan necessarily mmggy

7 3 ; -

A
k2 s
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SUFFALO LIVE STOCK

a; steady.
; $7 to $1T.50.
Calves, receipts 40; steady 8_! G i

Sheep and lambs, receipts 7,000; tambs
atter at YIS to $16.75; others unchamged.

CHICAGO LIVE STOCK.

Cuttle, yweeipts 11,000.

lw ool T45 gu
Stockers and feeders G 66 30
and heifers ... ... ... 5 1T 4¢
e ... . .... . 850 1 50
u--tm”’am'
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Miwerd ... 1 %5
e i 185 WBS
Revak ... 05 18 o
- 12 09 ¢ 3
Bulk eof ssies.. 18 80 | S ]
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Markst weu
Wethers . ... L ] 13 19
Lambe, mative 12 0 16 10

"WHAT A PRETTY FLOWER?"

THE BIBLE NEGLECTED.

Though Still the Best Seller, |t is
Not Read as It Used to Be.

ARhough the Bible still leads “ail
other best sellers, few read it. People
still present Bibles to brides and
grooms. People still present Bibles to
ehil@ren. Colporteurs still roam the
svantry handing out gibies amobng thoe
viliagars. Associations of devout en-
thumasts still put Bioles in hotels.
Bwt the Bible s seldom read aioud in
e home. And tue type of American
whe daily reads his Bible in seeret
from a sense of auty is becoming
more and more rare.

Quite apart from its moral and re-

ligious bearings, the neglect of the
(=‘Il.h involves a cultural handieap

noting. It involves a cramphng
of the popular vocabulary, as no other
USerary masterpiece is such a wel of
Bmglish, pure and undefiled. It in.
veives a dulllng of literary pereep-
tions, as literature abounds in bib%ical
sllusions which every reader of the
Bible instantly understands, but which
omly readers of the Bible ever can.
. it involves a fallure to re
spond to many g good joke, as an
estonishing Dercentage of the best

‘quipe: are nothing more or less $han

biblioal allusions.

who want their
ehildven to get the most enjoyment

see to i that
thelr children develop an acquaint

anos with the Bible. It is the basis
of intellectual reading. It is the basis

things of thig world and

eapaci
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Wild Carrot Sced.

Seeds of the wild en
. ITOt are sma!ll,
but very numerous, and are cove::od
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