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Sonflicting Rumors Are Still
the Main Neyp.

london Cable.says—Berlin advices
recuowet @t amsierdam say that the
coumssion provided for in the Rus-
s-LUTINAL Mrmislice agreelneat Dro-
Leded W rewograd w-aay. 1t s
teaded 8y Louul von wirvach, former
seMMald MiDSter (0 UTEsce, and will
ANaersse W yencl & setliement Wil
the russsall suiLuorities for tne €%~
coange 0L civiusus and incapacitated
war prisoners and also devise mea-
sures o restore reiations between
uermany and russia.

Tihe commission includes a number
of ofticials of the Foreign anf War
Mintmries.

A Pesrograd despatch reads:

It t» reported that the German
lelegation thst was expected in Petro-

A London Cable says—Vice-Admiral
€ir Rosslyn Wemyss has been &p-

,.
:

E!i

s spy in_the employ of Count Lax-
burg, former German Minister end
instigation of the “sunk without trace’”
order. La Theedorini, an opera singer,
toock passage on board a steamer

group of theatrical {riends of Luxburg.
She was arrested by officers of a
French cruiser.

bound for Europe together with a | curitfes.

mifttarem to-morrow—would sbsolute-
ly reveluttontve the internal physchol-
ORY of Geemany. We should no longer

The steamship was halted off
Montevideo by British cruisers and
some of the others of the theatrieal

-z

= ,' gr'¢ Thureday is proceeding to
LE. \ o nﬁt instead, fearing that a visit to
péirograd would be misinterpreted.”
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“Tiere {8 an unofficial report, which
canpot be confirmed, that the Rus-
s.aus Bave given the Germaus 48
hours tn which to accept or reject the
Russiant pesace proposals.” -

Oter despatches differ from
abyges, )

The peace negotiations have been

until January 24 pend-
ing ooosultation by the German
delegmtes with their Goverument
on Russia’s ferms, according
to s Petrograd despatch printed
by the Times to-day. The Russian
delegates, it was stated, are returning
from Brest-Litovsk to Petrograd.
. Twe commissions to negotiate
peaes will be formed, the Times’
correspondent asserted, one to meet
at Petrograd, and the other at Odes-
sa. Beoth will cosider purely mili-
tary aspects of the situation. A third
wil]l shortly: be appointed to prepare
for a prospective

the

The peasant delegation which went
to Kilev to effect a compromise be-
tween the Bolsheviki authorities and
the Ukraine Rada repert that they
had no success.

Tws Central Executive Co
of ths Workmen's and Soldi
gates yesterday approved t

mittee
’ Dele-

fhes & ooiid people. We should have

eonesit which dragged os all into this
vast weiter of bioodshed end loss.”

NUN PRISONERS
" WARN GERMANY

European peace | Captives in Russia Will

Fight the Fatherland

'If Rugs Peace Peace Terms

Not Accepted.’

and dissa’isfaction
withk which Germen raiders recently
again sank a British convoy.

The oificial announcement sSays
nothing of Admirai Jellicoe’'s having
for any rs=ason desired to resizn his
appointment, but merely annousmces
his replzscement by Viece-Admiral
Wemyes and the bestowal of a pesr-
age- “in recognition of his very die-
tinguished service.” '

The announcement proceeds: “‘Dur-
ing the war Admiral Jellicoe was for
two vears :Jd four months in com-
mand of the Grand Fleet before he
eame to the Admiraity to take up the
position »f First Sea Lord, which he
bas held with distinction for the past
thirteen months. It is hoped that his
services and experience may be mgde
use of at a later date in another im-
portant appointment.”

Admiral Jellicoe was made supreme
eommander of the Home Fleet at the
outbreak of the war. In the summer
following the Jutland battle he was
appointed First Sea Lord, turning
over command of the Grand Fleet to
Vies-Admiral Sir David Beatty, who

i
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TO FOLLOW BRITISH SYSTEM.

The plan of comtrol, as outlined in
the proclamation and statement,
leaves much unsaid as to details, but
the general scheme appears to fol-
low eclosely the British system. In
Knglarkd, however. Government freight
is earried free, and the guaranteed
earnings require an enormous amount
of money from Government funds,
while in the United States the Gove
ernment will pay for its freight as in
the past, and will stand for its part of
inereased freight teriffs if they are
found to be meeessary.

And from the President’s state-
ment, there was no comment in the
ewpital to-night on the Government's

group were placed under arrest, bat
Theodorini was not molested until
the steamship was overhauied by &
Fremeh cruiser off the Spanish coast.

News that the eruiser had taken
her from the pasmenger steamship on
charges of espionage eame as a
surprise to Theodorini’s admirers in
this eity, for the general public did
not know, as did diplomatic circles,
that she had been in recent years a
great friend of Count Luxburg, and
a member of a eircle of theatrical
women who were dined and wined
at the residence of the German' dip-
lomat.

La Theodorini came to Buenos
Ayres in 1884. Singing leading parts
in well known operas, she soon
achieved a wide reputation and af-
terwards became so attached to Ar-
gentine audiences that she made her
home in this city. Since then she
has figured in the musical and the-
atrical life of .Argentina, aithough
she had retired from the operatic
stage.

One of her acts which ecndeared
her to the Argentine publie was her
applieation for naturalization, inas-
much as she was the first woman of
a foreign country to take such a
step. Last year she paid a visit to
New York, where a f2stival was

point- ‘given in her honor by the Metropoli-
tan Op2ra stars. She returned to

Buenos Ayres in February last.

HEROES ALL.

had commanded the British war-
ships in their fight against the Ger-
maus. Jellicoe is 58 years of age.

Vice-Admiral Wemyss became
second Sea Lord of the Admiralty in
August of the present year. Although
little known to the British publie ¢
Wemyss has always borne the repo-
tation of being a, fighter of .the first
orderr He won commendation for
the part he took in the Jutland
battle.

Wemyss entered the mnavy in 1877
and was made a rear admiral im
1912. He represents the old ariste-
eratic element in the navy.

move. Secretary McAdoo declined
to be quoted, and members of the
Reflroads War Beard said they would
have no stotement to make until to-

MOrTOW.
British Mercantile Marine

uuR SQ[EERS is Indomitable.
GREET CAMADA| ... ..o

man submirines now ‘usuaily require the
captains of merchant ships w give their
rarole nstead of maging them prisoners,
as nerctorore, accorulny to the annued

. : w ’
Ch,nstmas I"Isssa;gcs ETOM  .iport of the Londesf America Trading

0 F I‘CE" . Corrpany, a lorge DBritish shipping coa-
e a 0 5 - ern. When mer are paroled, they cam-
A’lWAYS ve‘““as * . not re-cnter the merenant marine Jdur-
{ ] [ ] 4 ing the war. The conpanies employ-
Ling them give them one-nad pay unild
B TﬁE SIAI[ the (anadicin Press.) L ers Lave tailed 0 x’lrt::rn. But when a
< ad 4 54 feacquartors  in | <hip has been torpedoed and gone down,

Tanad@an Army L

they obiwin other empleymert,

“We hoave ceveral siup captains im our

the survivers hurry badgi to the of:‘icug

. 1 . . e ¢ the firm, make o Lasty report, an

i Cabic —To our comrades ©f the
ent Assumes Conirol |Planders Cobi
. ana mieids 1 SuPpoil 1N Luntay, W3
and Operation of Every

Pewograd, Cable.—A committce of
AUFIrO-Crefman war prisomers, ranvvy;mt-
ing all states excert Prussia, passei
resolution at = meeting im Petrograd de-
maodizg the acceptance of Russiam
democragtic peace terms by their coun-
tries. They :tuemten if the Central
Powers reiuse a damuocratic Deace 1®
sake 4GP arme AZRINIC their own coun-
tries. The rosotutios is being sent to
brest-idtorsk addreseed to the delegates
of the Central Powors. Summarizeq, the
TeSOtULOn BAYS.

FIRIT -i. reiterates the Russian Deacs
terms, emphaszing that eelf eiimtions
of ;eontes exterul to the compenent parts
of the Centrai rmnplra.

. SECOND—It refused, prisonrers in Rus-
gla ammounce that they will declare war
on Gerrany and Austris impertalists and .
join forces with the Russian soldiers im
ine trenches to force a democratie peace.

TiHIRD—Et lsunches an appeal to sol-
dlers of the German and Austrian arm-
ies to commit sabbatoge M the trenches
and surrender when an opportunity are

Hon, The Con-
or, Ontawis

memt of seven Social revolutionists as
members of the Council of National
‘Commisnioners to replace Bolsheviki{
members. Four of the new appoin-
taea will have portfolios, among them
thosa of Justice and Agriculture.
Three of them will be without port-
follan. The number of Bolshevik{
members of the Council {s ten, in-
cinding one woman, Alexandria Kol-
lantay, Mlinigter of Public Welfare.
Kf¥srts made by Social Democrats
members of the Central Fxecutive to
point out fhe sienificance of the
changos falled. Their reauest that
the president of tha Counefl evplain
the rea=on for the chanaes was voted
 @own bv the Bolgheviki members.
Ve been phucly ( ATTITUDE OF AMERICA.
pce of red L0po | - Washingion Despatch—Great for-
hﬁ:&:ﬂ"}‘h: Dearduce ant Pacicaie Wil be exerted
is then at- by the American Lovernment in deal-
the bottem f iog with tae cnaotic Russian situa-
are solDE 15 tiom vecause {t 14 realized that yer-
I, takey $wvo man tnirigue, working througn thin-
a® :.::.o uﬁ’m iy @lsguisued agents within tne ranks
’,’o@“ ——y ,‘,; ofm:he ::olsnevik.l,'»ls doing ita ut-
’ » i g0 m to bring about- & breach be-
1,000,000 vgeuuioe Lween the ULnited states and icussia.
. was authoritatively stated to-

shoeoting eompelled the
abandom the horses on whish they ear-
ried away the loet.
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Rally to U. S. Flag as to the
Allies.

Dablin Cable says—T. P. O’Connor,
cabling to John Redmond a ctatgment |
of American sabscriptions to the sk
party im the latter's econstitutiosal
movement, and in its support of M-
erica and the Allies, pai@ tribute %o
the manner in which the Irigh

and men of Irish blood hawve
the Stars and Stripes.

Mr. Redmona replied: “Heamlest

congratulations and deep gratiillde
from us all.*

14 KILLED AND

rives, Commander Also Greets R
FOUDRTH It appeals to workmen to - .
refuse to 4o work, #1ying that ammuni- TTOOP:»

tion delivercd new wiil be uscd against 2
their brother Austro-UGermans in | the
nussian aany.
Tha movement was Ipowvtaneous am
sriscners atfected by the revoiution.
majority consists of Czeche, Dohemians,
Slovaks and Serbians, whe have been
working witk Ruasians on the railroads
and in the flelds, wo thay havce been un-
der the sames revolutionary influence.
‘"he movement i growing (ast, and it
is eatimated that the nrisoncrs couid form

j employ  wiho have sunk more than one
German sul.marise, and a good many of
our ships have had sciaps with the eu-
emy during the past year,” says the re-

P . ssnoncent of port.  “Some liave come home with

(Cy W. A, Willion, Corresponachs | noles in their funncls or sides,” amd oth-

then ask cheerily *Whan is the r}c-xt_sllzp
to be ready?’ ‘I'hot is the spirit of the
N mercantile marine.””
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day that American representatives in
Russia, diplcmatic, economic - and
others, will carefuily avold any in-
terverence with the internal politics
of the country and will be guided in
th@lr conduct by the strictest rules
of weutrality as between the Ruskian
faetfons. it is the purpuses to per-
mit the Russian people themselves
fo work out their own salvatiorn, free
from any American Interferences.
There still {8 a deep-seated con-
vietion in administration circles that
withim a reasonable period of time a
sattefactory and probably per&nanént
tiowvernment of democratic form will
he developed from the present tur- !

Despatches to the State Depart-
mem show that every, opportunity is
hetng seized upon by the German
agencies to misrepresent the attitude
of America towards the Bolsheviki
movement, and particularly to in-
flame the excitahle Russian public
againet the perzonne! of the Ameri-
cam Fmbassy and its head, Ambassa-
dey Prancis.

RATHER KAISER
THAN REPUBLIC

. G. Wells Charges High | cross tae »

tures being badly ésmaged,

Groups in England

With Opposition to Allies’
\ War Aims.

lomdon Cable—H. G. Wells in a
iong and Interesting article in the

cape du

troyed by

! arrived at Bssei yesterc
Twe bombs fell on the palace
the suspension bridge

Dafly Mail discusses in characteristic
faxBien the question of tha Allies’ war ‘
aims, He says: “We want Germany

to become a democratically controlied
state, such as (s the United States to- |
dny, with open methods and pacific |
intentlons, lnstecad of remaining the
wlenebhed fist,’ If we can bring thag
aloat we have aclhileveq our alm; {f we
cammot, tiicn| this strugglie has been
for as oenly sich « 0ss and failure as
r.owmaaity never has known before.
18 Creat Bsimin there are groups
oMl clssses of Peopie, OOt DUmMErcus
and we¢ representative, but who are
Mael v "igy amd influentisl powi-
Ui oot capable of free sud public

ulieTRure wg:oan-uuumm-

San wmy of several hundred thousand.

KAISER NEARLY

CAUGHT IN RAID

HZd Just Left Mannheim

When British Came.

London Rejoices at a Real
Reprisal.

Deneva Cable—The Cerman Bm-

peror, returning with his staff from

the Verdum front, had s narTow es-

tish air squsdron

Christmas kve, sccording
patch from Baset. Only about an hour
ezrilcr the Emperor's special

ring the reprissi raid of s Bri-
or Mannheim

o & des-

train
left the station, which was partly des-

several bombs.
A seetion of the tracks

cuttimg eommunication

fact, the Emperotr’s

train was

wae toTR UD,
north.
the

\

Road in Country.

 BAITISH SYSTEM

To Be Followed, With W. G.
McAdoo, Director-
' . General.

" YWashington, D.C, Despatch—@sv-
ernment possession and operation of
the nation’s railroads for the war
was prociaimed by Presuient Wilsom
to-night, to become cifective at woom
next kriday, Lec, 23, \iiuaw u. Me~
Agaoo, retauning l?ia place 1 the Cab-

inet as Decreiary Oi ioe 'lreasury, is
peaced in ¢harge as Director-wenerst

kvery iroad engaged in generst
transportation, With its appurten-
ances, iNciuding Steamsfilp iues, 18
tagem over, and al sysiems will bs
operated as one under the Direetey-
General

in a statement accompanying his

in ' prociawauon the President announe-

ed that as socn as €ongress re-es-

last to leave Mannheim, snd no trains | sembies he wui recommend legmis-

city.
across the Neckar River,

munition factory (o &

bSurd was blown Up.
were Rilled here, hewever,
employses wers having
Numbers

Pew

both strue-
An sm-
northern so-

as the
s holiday.

of persons were killed or

injured within the townm,

snd u_vnrd

wers Blown into the Rhine.
{

PIRST ZPAL REPRISAL.

Londen Cabls gays—Monday’s Brit-
ish air raid on the German eity of

Mznnheim was the first
an exact reprisal poliecy
raids’/ ever FEngland,
apnouncement to-day.

It was the firit air

instanece of

for Hun sir'
sccording to

raid earried

rot aim at purely military objectives.

All Lerion

fTe WSPaApers

expressed

estisfaction at the actual carrying out
of the policy of “eve for eyc aud

tooth for tooth,” @
misr Lloyd Georze

announced by Pre-
in October and

14 reiterated by Lord

persons

sy from that | tion guaranteeing

1

i

' continue 'to direct
out by the British flyers which 4id |

pre-war earn.ngs
ane maintenance of railrcad pro-
perties i\n good repair.

uwovernment bacmuung will be givem
to new issues of rauroad eecurtities
that a ready market may be found.

The President's move. although
forecasted for weeks, came at this
tame as a3 great surprise to nearly
everybody ‘in washington, imeluding
railroad officiais. It had been genmer-
ally belisved he would await the re-
assembling of Congress beforz taking
any sieps. He acted through BSeere-
tary of War Baker under authonty
?cntermd 'in the Amy Appropriation

t.

Direct management of the roads
wili rema:n in the hands of railroad
officiais, and the railroad war board,
comprised of five raiiroad heads. will

actual operation
McAdoo's general

The chief practical effect »f Gov-

.erament operzidon will be to permR

a complete u;xincaxton of all rail syps-

d,anl curps lfula eqery alvision, bri-
) gute, DALtallon alld luall. it 18 our
aeeply 6iLceie Wwisi Ior @ year of -
euie nuppihess wld for our early re-
un.on. we fcel wo-cay tnat the rac
pemipd us is of sucu sirengta and
magnicude tnat it will inspire each af
us to greater deeds, and will surely
jead us w0 the goual 0L ViCtOry,. pedcv
and come.”

such 1s the message to the Domin-
ton froia its fignriayg men in Franee,
whle to the tiguting men themselves,
the corps communder has sent the 2ol-
lowing messagee:

“The corps ccmmander has taken
this cpportunity of sending every of-
tieer, non-commniss.ored officer, and
man in the Caradian corps all good
wishes for Christmas. He trusis that
the coming year may bring with it the
attzinment of our great .objective—
victorious peacc and a happy return
w8 our near and dear ones in Canada.
T=is is not a mcre stereotyped wish.
Behind it lles the deep appreciation
of your splendid work, which has been
earried to such successful conclusion
by every unit in the corps, and also
to s full recognition of the saerifices
that have been made; the difficulties
overcome, the hardships endured, and
the high standard of discipline main-
tmired. eur actions have made. the
seme of our homeland one to be re-
vered, respecte<i and honored now
and throcughout the vears to eome.”

HUN GUNS BUSY

TLendem @able — Incrsased eanm-
monading im tne region' ¢! Verdun,
espectally around Dousumont, the
Craume Wood and the Caurieres
Wood, whieh a year ago, were the
theatres of some of the flercest en-
ecounters of the war, indicates 2ap-
parently th= intention of th'e Gerfnans
tr keep the French forces in this sec-
war well accupied or might even mean
a rerewed effort to breal through at
tieis vital point

BLISS U. S. STAFF CHIEF.
Washingten, D.G., Despatch—Secre-
tary  Baker, amnounced formally to-
might *hat Gem. Bliss would be re-
eallefl bo aetive duty and reappointed

g staff. He also said Major-
weuld be sontimued as
of staff.

ABOUT VERDUN

{ make the jcurney on foet, and with-

NO BEEAD CARDS.

‘Loyal French Citizens Made
Them Useless.

Paris Cable says—The issugnce of
bread carus, which was to have been
made on Jan. 1, will not be carried
out. The Minister of Provisions, Vie- |
tor Borat, made this announcement
' to-day. He said the inhabitants af
Paris and the other chief cities seem-
‘ed to have grasped the seriousmess of
the appeal { r food conservation
which had been addressed to them,
and that he was satisfied with the
' bread consumption of the last few
Iweeks. Appreciable results had been
obtained by this voluntary rationing,
' he added, and if a further effort were
made it would be unneccssary to issue
bread cards.

Restrictions in the consumption of
i hread have been limited since Dec. 20 !
. to hotels and restaurants, resulting a
saving of twenty per cer.t.

A TRICKY HUN.

Escaped for Two Weeks as
a French Priest.

Paris, Dec. 15.—(By Mail).—A youmg
(Getman newspaper man, who wade his
escape from a prison eamp in the
south of France, has been captured af-
ter two woeks’ liberity. He was wear-
ing a long biack beard and a long
elcak, like that worn by scine of the
French religious orders. y

In his hand he carried a Fremch !
prayer book, on the fly leaf of which ]
 he had written in perfeet French that |
"he was a pricst of a pilgrimage to |
i Lourdes, and that he had vowed to

"out spealking a word. He then askad
‘ that he be given bread to eat aad |
{ water to drink, and a lodging at night
i time. The German had shown this soil-
“ed praver boolr everywhere zlong his
| way, and the simple-minded peasants,
| believinz him to be a priest, had fed
fapd sheltered him without suspicion.
'

JAPS. CONFER ON RUSSIA. !
|

| Oska, Cable.—This morninz the Fm-
neror of Japan reecived Viseount Motone, |
the Foreign Minister, with three mem- !
bers of the Generes, Prince Yamagata, |

 Gemeral Matsukaya and Viscoumt Haien-
41. ‘The gravest signifieance s attached
tn the econsuitation, as the subjeet of
s o mae s semdow tand $n Wnve Deew the
atttude Jepan chedil 4> Uy On the
c. L of coassin concduaing a separate

mreace

( s2ld to have left the wire,

MANY INJURED

When Pittsburg Car Rams
Wild in Tunnel

And Emerges to Jump Rails
and Crasi.

Pittsburgz, Pa., Despatch—Fomsjten
versons were killed and every affler
one of the 114 passengers on a Kngx-
ville street car was more or less Burt
here late to-day, when the eam pan
away in @ tuninel which conncete the
south side business distries with éhe

. South Hills. After a wild dash of al-

most a mile through the tube;, the
car emerged at (arson street and
turned over on its side. Hogpital doe-
(ore said that a numoper of the
could not recover.

The ear. whish was ef the
©w floer. steel \ype, was packed
city-bound shoppers when it lefs
station at the seuth end of the
A minuie or twe later the

fest |

ughts went omt. At almost
wstant, for some reason not
mined, the motorman lost
and it dashed down the
gaining momentum with every
éiant as the wheels slipped aleng
wet ralls.

The Dassengers were thrown
ranie, amd their shrieks eounid
aeard by persoms in cars on the
as the ear shet eut of the tuba.. A
(get from the mouth ef the tunnel i»

'iﬂ
Flré

f

By

1

a short eurve, but so terrific way the

speced the ear had attained theat the
wheels at this point left the tracks

The ear instantlv turned over o=
\ta side, piling the passengers i &
struggling mass.

telegrapht pole. The roof was ripped
off, and wen, women and childsem
were scatltered along the roadway.
tiven them the wreck continued om iy
way, aud fimally brought up im & Nte
tle eoufecticmery store near Saaitds
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