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WOTE PLAN TO
DIVIDE ALLIES

Horm. A. J. Balfour Says Let-
ter to Sixtus Part of
Clever Scheme.

OPEN TO FAIR OFFER

Allies Always Ready to
Talk of an Honor-
able Peace.

London, (‘able.—The British Secre- |

ary of Foreign Affairs, Arthur J.
Ba;ll‘our, in giving explanationg in the
Hguse of Commons to-day in connec.

tion with Emperor Charies’ letter to
princg Sixtus of Bourbon, recently
made public by ing rresident ot the
French Republic, declared that no
effort at conversations has ever been
made by
interests of a falr and honoraolg
peace, and he added:

“If any representative of any bel-
ligerent country desires ‘serjously to

“lay before us any proposais, we are
ready to listen to them."”

The letter in question had beeri ex-
amined by a committee of the French
Chamber, sald Mr. Balfour, and the
conclusion reached was that it did not
provide an adequate or satisfactory
basis for an honorable peace.

Mr. Balfour, in his explanations, way
replying to questions submitted by the
Right Hon. Walter Runciman, former
Presjdent of the Board nf Trade, who
asked whether, when Emperor Charles’
letler was communicated to the French
Government, and by the French Gov-
ernment to the British Prime Minister,
it was communicated to any other of
the allies; had the American Govern.
ment any information as to what was
passing? Did the Prime Minister in-
form the Foreign Office at the time of
the fact that theg communication had
been shown to him? Why were the
negotiations atopred; was it on purely
territorial grounds: was it becanse a
demand was made in France. not only
for Alsace-Lorraine, but for the 1814
line, or even the 1798 l'ne?

WAS THEN IN AMERICA.

Mr. Balfour expiained that he had
no secrets from President Wilson. He
was in America at the timne, and had
not gone very thoroughly into the
matter, The letter, however. had been
conveyed by Prince Sixtus to President
Poincare and-the ¥rench Premier under
seal of the atrictest secrecy. uUniy
the British Sovereign and Premier
were to see it. Therefore it was not
commuricated to the President of the
United States, and the American Gov-

emnx‘nt was at the time no hetter
infoMmed of the facts regarding the |
idiet., It there existed anv m'eju(‘.iccsy
| at all. these would surely have be~n

letter than he was himself.

‘The Foreign Secretary said he did
not think it would be possible for the
United States and Great Britsin to
carry on the great work in which they
Were engaged, or to deal with the

' complicated day-to-day problems with-

out complete confidence.
was concernec, complete
would always pe given.
The American Government, said
Mr Balfour, was at the time ne
better informed cof the facts regarding
tl;o letter of Emperor Charles than he
himself was, but if anyonc supposed
that ¥n that account any want of con-
fidence in the American Government
had been shown he was under a cem-
plete delusion. _
There was no one rore desirous
than the British Government, he con-
tinued, that the war should be brought
to an honorable termination. If any
method could be shown the Govern-
ment whereby that would be accom-
plished it would, of course, be acc:p:-
ed.  He added, however. that no ef-
fort -at conversations which had been
made by the Central Powers had ever
been made in the interests of fair and
honorable peace; to the contrary,
thevhad been put forward in order to
divide the allies.
WANT OLD ALSACE-LORRAINE.
Referring to tine statement tmade by
Walter Runciman, formerly president
of the Board of Trade, that France
had asked for a bigger Alsace-Lorraine
that that of 1870, Mr. Balfour said
there was no question of this bigger

So far as he
confidence

the allles,

“If any representative of any belli-

gerent country,”’ the Foreign Minister
then declared, “desires seriously to
lay betore us any proposals we are
ready to listen to them.”

which Gaston Doumergue, '
French Premier and Foreign Minister,.
had with the Russian Emperor in 1.5916
regarding a bigger Alsace-Lorraine,
which France would demand, _ Wwere
not known to Great Britain until very
much later. .They had no interna-
tiona} bearing, he said; did not pledge
ireat Britain, and the British Govern-
nent never gave the last encourage-
ment to any such uotion. \
NO”;‘ #1XED POLICY.

Mr. Balfour said an extended Alsace-
Lorralne was nct a subject wbic?
should ever be contemplated seriously,
and he did not think it ever was a
fixed part of the foreign rolicy of the
Frenct Government for any length of
time, |,

The Foreign Minister also sald the
pourpariors ove. the Austrian Emper-
or's letter were not interfered with by
the demand of France for an extension
of territory beyond her boundaries of
1570.

Mr. Balfour said thers was no evi-
dence now or at any time that German
Government circles contemplated the

possibility of “what we should  re-|

gard as a reasonable peace—a poace
which would securc the [reedom of the
world and freedom for those 'wbc: are
in danger of German domination.

Mz, Balfour, in reply.1g to qucstions

!
by the Right fion. ‘i’aiter

TEUTON ROLERS |

the Central Powers in the |

| lowed Mr. Balfour, said that while in

! ’ v b
A 3 ! sho not pe anav expansion of the
lsace-Lorraine being the war aim of | should

! cord the satisfaction he felt at the

\r. Baltour said the conversations | instructive and opportune statement

formerly !

' of the assurance that not only in

! one of the war aims of tle British

Runctman
Ormer President of the Boantlﬂ of

T
Rty e
- Mr. Runciman ut
gx;?stions to h}m on the subjeet whli,ch
turally excited a great deal of in-
terest here and abroad

- AIMED AT DIVISION.
€ course tzkem by the PBpi
ggt;mment witn regard to ntti;t;
;xed‘ ‘t‘lo'lm cenferenc:,” he contin-
mo"e ha}d RO_conrnectiun. near or re-
o B With Emporor Charles’ letter
(()m riince Sixtus, or with thd pe-
%nér::f O3 or comversations resulting
Wholl;o;.;i)arrthey were treated as
ate and abs -
(0_1.1\ri}ected subjects. ol =
e d know, and will only
secrets of thearchives
opened to the world.
ot even then, exactly
motives which infly-
-Charles and the Ger-
= n these various trans-
o erhaps we wil] never know
= the motives were which actuated
rﬁauntlvj Czernin, Charles and the Ger-
fha!: i mPeror. I am inclined to thinik
i wzi: v;ss part of a peace offensive,
e €2 I mean proposals initiated
p.ea(?ene bparty which did not desire
» but which desired 4
its opponenis " s

“EXPOSED ENEMY MOTIVES.

The falsehood expcsed by Pro-
mier Clemenceau was that the whoie
x’ar Wwas being conducted in order

at France might obtain  Alsace-
Lorraine and Italy should have no-
thing. When we are dealing with

SMOWKE TUCKETTS

T&B CUT

people s0 .cymica! as the Central
Powers. some kind of counter-attacxk
1s almost obligatory. Therefore the
counter-attack ‘delivered by Al Cle-
menceau appears to have been thor-
oughly effective, in the sense that it
exposed in the cleverest manner the
motives animating Central European
diplomacy.

“No effort at conversations made
by the Central Powers has ever been
made in the interest of a fair and
honorable peace, but in order to divide
the zllles There is no evidence now
or at any time that the German Gov-
ernment circles contemplated the Pos-
sibility of what we should regard as
& reasonable peace—a peace which
would secure the freedom of the
world. the freedom of those who are
In danger of Cerman domination.

NOT SATISFACTORY.

“This question has veen examined,
and no doubt. with fuller knowledge
of the facts than I can state to the
House, by a committee of the French
Chamber. The British have not the
machinery for the sort of investiga-
tion concducted by the French. The
French have (he machinery and used
it free!y, and the conclusion reached
was that the Emperor Charies’ letter
tid not provide an adequate or satis-
factory bass for an honaerable poace.

!t might be said that other mo-
tives than judical counsideration of
historical foets animatedl the  ver-

in favor of a peace which wonid
zive the French Alsace-Lorraipe, bo-s

cruge the suggestion was that Charinef

should maike 2 nrovosal, which could
have aftatwards beem imnosed on
Germany. by wiiich the war shounld
ceme to an end and France should
claim Alrace-Lorraine.”

WANT HONORABLE FND.

The secretary said that i’ the pro-
posal really contained the seeds of an
honorable peace, the committee of the
French Chamber would surely have
expressed regret that the opportunity
had been thrown away by the French
Government- cr the French Premier,
No one, he added. was more desirous
than the Britizh Government that the
war should be brougzht t> an honor-
able conclusion, and if any method
whereby that would be accomplished
were shown the Covernment, i: would
be accopted.

“But.” he went on, “we are fighting
as one among many allies against +the
(Central Powers. who never at any
time, and now less than ever, have
had the least intention of meeting our
wishes—I am talking about our legit-
imate wishes, and [ mean wishes on
which the whole [fouse and the -vhole
country are entirelv in agreement.
These great aims of ours can oniy be
obtained by absolute loyaity between
the allles.”

Former Premier Asquith, who fol-

his judgment there had not been. and
could not be any contraction, so there

clear aims and purpeses for which
Great Britain had entered and was
prosgcuting the war and desiring to
bring it to a success{ul conclusion.

Mr. Asquith said he dezired to re-

made by Mr. Balfour. It is a satisfac-
tion to the world at large, he said.
that the British Government has clos-
ed no door om any overtures and ap-
proaches toward an honorabie. peace.

“To whatever quarter,” said Mr. As-
quith, ‘“be it with adequate authority
and in real zood faith an appeal :s
made. if it .is based on substantial
considerations, it will not be made to
deaf ears. The whole House is glad

matters of this kind. but in all mat-
ters, we lave kept no secrets from
President VWilson. We could not carry
on a struggle of this kind without
complete mutual confidence.”

With regard to the suppesed claim
of France to the line of 1814 he gath-
ered that the allegation that President
Poincare put forward this de.nd was
totally without foundation so far as
Mr. Balfour knew. He regarded with
still more satisfaction Mr. Balfour’'s
dclaration that this had never been

Government. and so far as he knew
it had not been. and was not the set-
tled policy of the French Government.

“1s that right?” he asked the Sec-
retary. and Mr. Dalfour replied. =i
think so.” ‘ -

Mr. Asquitk said s was exire
glad, and he tiouzh: the worid would
be, ta hear it.

®

)

‘vailing in Aachen,
frontier. The spirit of the troops is |

KAISER GLOATS
ON FRENCH RUIN

Tells of the Good Portune of
the FPatherland

And Boasts of Certainty of
Victory.

Amsterdam Cable— The German
Emperor a few days ago addressing
the Town Counci! of Aachen (Aix-
la-Chapelle) said, according to a Ber-
lin despatch:

“I' am glad to be able to salute you
gentlemen. In the west | inspected
half of devastated France. There
only one obtains the right impression
of the awful fate that has been spared
the Fatheriani. Whoever should grow
faint-hearted ought to come to the
front and see the devastation, then he
would cease to lament his fate and be
satistied with his lot and bear pat-
iently the hardships and privations of
war's Lorrors.

“The offensive goes well ahead. Al-
ready 600,000 English have been put
hors de combat, and 1,600 guns have
been captured. Everywhere the French
must” help. Our opponents have had
a bad time. They deserved nothing
els¢ Our task in the west will be ac-
complished, but we must ,be patient.
We canno: settle in a day armies of
millions. " :

“We shall obtain our aim. Difficuit
tasks are before us. but to deal with
these we have efficient workers.

“We have gone ahead in the Crimea
also. The ftirst trains with foodstuffs
have arrived at Berlin from Ukraine.
improving the food supply. Sebastopol
has been captured and a big richly-
laden fleet there. We shall revive the
Black Sea traffic.

“The position, therefore, is good. 1
am delighted with the patriotism pre-
on the Empire's

excellent. There are many Rhine-
landers and many Aacheners among
them. [ believe it is nmow time to

abolish all that is foreign. We must -

cease to talk French. Let us,
talk low German.”

rather,

& 2

No matter how deep-rooted the corn
or wart may be, it must yield to Hol-
loway’s Corn Cure if used as directed.

—_—————————

ACCIDENT AT CONIAGAS.

Coba!t Report.—Three men engaged in
repairing a tube “1ill at the Cemuagas

mine yesterday wers the victims of an |

unusual accident. Two of the men were
inside the mill, which is a revolving steel
eylinder about twenty-five feel long snd
+ix feét in diameter, engaged in driiling
a hole when a workman stgrted the mo-
tor which drives the machine Snother
workman named Hatt was jusi entering
the manhole in the mill at the time, with
the result that he was severely injured,
and it is not thought that ha will recover.
The two men inside the mill escaped with
& bad shualiing up.

BLACK SEA FLEET
IN ENEMY HANBS

Many Small Craft.

Larger Vessels lostly Out
" of Business.

.

Amsterdam Cable — The B
’lj ageblatt’s specia! commissicnee: ling
Ukrane, Leonard Adelt, in a telegram
datg.d at Odessa, May 2, gives the fol-
lowing particulars concerning the cap-
tu.re of the Russian Black Sea fleet:

“*When the Germans entered Sebas-
topol, the Sailors’ Executive Commis-
sion placed the fleet at the disposa’ of
the Ukrainian People’s Republic. It
was found afterwards, however, that
the bunkers of the ships were empty
and that majority of the vessels had
been so neglected that only the battle-
ship Volga and the cruiser Pamyat
i\;lel'lmria were in serviceable condi-

..

‘"“I'he reaminedr of the fleet consisted
of the battleship Rostilav, the cruiser
Potemkin and a number of torpedo
boats and submarines, and 20 trans-
ports. Thé protected motor-boat
flotilla already had been seized at
Odessa, as had been ‘the new war ves-
sels lying on the slips. The latter
consisted of a dreadnought of 22.000
tons of the 1911 class, two protected
cruisers of 7,600 tons each, and two
unprotected cruisers.

At Sebastopol the Bolsheviki shot
45 natables, including Rear Admirais
Sach and Lvoff, and four captains and
two colonels. The Bolsheviki had
demanded 20,000,000 rubles from the
city of Odessa and ten million rubles
from Sebastopol, but the wholesale ex-
ecution of the leading citizens of these
two places was prevented by the time-
ly arrival of the German troops.”

FRENCH TRAITOR
" GOES TO DEATH

Sentence Passed On Direc-
f\ig tor of Pro-Hun Sheet.

|
'

Terms in Prison for Other
Conspirators.

Paris Cable—M, Duval, who was
i director of the suppressed Germano-
lphile newspaper, Bonnet Rouge, wgs
' condemned to death.to-day by cour:-
martial for treason.

M. Marrion, assistant manager of .

| Bonnet Rouge, received ten vears im-
prisonment at hari labor.

SBatﬂuhips,50rmsers,-

'Golhkywassentenced to eight
Years at hard labor and military de-
gradation.

M. Joucla, a reporter on the Bonnet
Rouge, was given five years at hard
labeor. ,

M. Vercasson was sentenced to twe
Years in prison and fined 5,000 francs,
with sentence suspended.

Jean Peymarie, former direetor of
the Ministry of Interior, was given
two years in prison and fined 1,000
francs.

M. Duval, with great fortitude, heard
Col. Voyer read thc death sentence.
He then said:

“The judgment of man often is er-
roneous. Posterity will judge wheth-
er I am guilty of treason.”

Before the verdict” 'was reached, M.
Duval, in an impassioned speech, haed
declared that none of the accused was
in any way an accomplice of his. He
declared he was ready to face any ver-
dict serenely.

" Could Hardly Live for Asthma.
! Writes one man who, after years of
' suffering, has found complete relief
. through Dr. J. D. Kellogg’'s Asthma
., Remedy. Now he knows how needless
i has been his suffering. This match-
: less remedy gives sure help to all
afflicted with asthma. Inhaled as
smoke or vapor it brings the help so
'long needed. Every dealer has it or
vcan get it for you from his whole-
saler.

TONS OF BOMBS
UFON THE HUNS

| British Fliers Again Raid
Their Gun Plants.

! Nine Foe Planes Downed On
* Tuesday,

London Cable.—The official statément
on aerial operations issued Wednesday
night, says:

**In the air figzhting Tuesday six hous-
tile machines were brought down and one
was driven down out of control; one was
shot down by anti-aircraft gunfire and
one by infantry fire. Two of our ma-
chines are missing.

] ““Bombing countiued actively during
! the night. Twelve tons were dropped
|-rn the railway stations at Lille, Mcnin,
1 Chaulnes and Peronne, on billets at Ba-
| paume and on the docks. at Bruges, All
i vur machines returhed.
i “On Wednesday a successfui raid was
| made on railway stations and silings at
¢ Thionville, Twenly-four heavy bombs
were dropped. Bursts vwere ob-erved oan
i the railway sheds and trac!. and the fur-
tnacv-s«} of the Carlshutte factory, alung-
) side the railway, were bit four times, A'l
:our machines returned culely in gpite
| of the heavy anti-aircraft gunfire.'

| STEAMER BUILT IN 37 DAYS.

: Philacelphia  Report.—Compleied  and
ready for her cargo, 1l steamnvhip Cucic-
ahoe, built by the New York Shipbuild-

s ing o, in record tine, was to-duy trun-

ed over tc the United States Shipping

Board in thig city, Thus, thirtyv-seyen

adays after the el was laid the iz steel

Ship, of 5,048 tons dead-veight, wax pre-
pared to sail zeross the svar,

the Lines.

Italian Headquarters in Northern Italy,
Cable—Enemy groups continue their
attempts to approach Mount Cormo and
reopen the line of advance edt:

Val Arsa, but are repeatedly
the Itallan batteries. .

The details of the capture of the moum~
tain by the Italians show that the fight-
ing, although carried out by small groups
was very bloody.

A Dbattalion of Austrian Jaeger troope
advanced in three celumns. One sue-
ceeced in gaining a foothell in the Bat-
tastin canyon, but a bayonet c.hm
cleared the canyon and firmly re-
lished the Italian pesitions.

The officer commanding the WArditl
directed the operation until the crest of
Monte Corno was taken.

While a royal brigade was drawn up
this morning for review, on receiving the
medal of valor, a fleet of Austrian planes
made an audacious7Tappearance, flyl
over the field. ‘T'he bulgade maintai
perfect steadiness,/and the ceremony
continued while the intruders wheeled
overhead, until driven off, without hav-
ing done any._damage.

Rome, May 15.—The War Offtice com-
munication issued to-day says:

“There have been lively artillery duels .
and patrol activity along the mountain-
ous front. Italian batteries have dispers~
ed enemy troops on the Col Capreife
Road and in the Alano Basin. There
has been active artillery fighting aiong
the Piave and in the Spretiano region.

Italian airplanes have dropped four
tons of bombs on the aviation grounds
in the Piave Valley.”

HUN NOBLES PAY.

Upper Classes Lose Heavily
in Battle.

Amsterdzm Cabie says — The gaps
torn in the¢ ranks of the iierman
nobility by the 'war are emphasized
in the current issue of the German
Adelsblatt, a periodical devoteg{ to
genealogicai research. It enumer-
ates among the killed 270 counts,
of whom seven belonged to the liouse.
of Dohna, and seven others to the
House of Finck Von Finckenstein,
and 632 barons. of whom thiricem
were of the House of Wangenh: .

In addition to the foregoing. the,
Old Nobilitv, as it is known. has
lost 843 members, while whar f{s-
classed as tide later nobility bas suf-.
fered %36 iosses. thie largest heing

iy

ODERN,
methods of

absolutely necessary to
use medicines occasionally to en-
and nealthful

sure the re
action of the liver,
bowels. ° |

- _In the great majority of homes Dr.
Chase’s Kidney-Liver Pills are recog-
nized as the most satisfactory regu-
for all the members

This medicine 1s not in any sense a
cure-all, but its use occasionally, as

- lating medici
of the family.

[

artificial

life make jt lLver, kidneys

of the blood.

kidneys and

‘amil

required, ensures the activity of the

and howels, the cleans-

ing of the system, and the purifying

* For this reason‘ you can denend on
Dr. Chase’s Kidney-Liver Pills to
prevent and cure constipation, torpid

liver, indigestion, kidney derange-

lumbago.
Dr. Chase’s

ments and resulting painful ailments,
such as backache, rheumatism and

Kidney-Liver Pills are

so universally used that you czn ob-

tain them at any store where medi-
cines are gold.

' Dr. Chase’s Kidney-Liver Pills

Mm;mzsmahqmmm“mmwu&Cm.m.Tmto.
Do not be talked into accepting a substitute. Imitations

1

disaproint. 11

' thore of the family of Stonwedel, 22
|members. and Von Arnim 21,
— e ———

l The Qil for the Farmer—A lhottle of

| Dr. Thomas’ Eclectric Qil in the farm

{ house will save many a journey for
the doctor. It is not only good for
the children when taken with c¢olds
and croup, and for the mature who

'suff&r from pains and acles, but

{ there are directions for its use on

. sick cattie. There should always he a

{ bottle of it in the house.

0[ —————

!
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FRENCH AGAIN
HOLD HiLL 44

itcrm and Retake Import-
ant High Ground.

| Actillery Busy at Both Ends
of Front.

With the British  aimiv n Lrauge,
Cable—Hard tighting  continued (o=
uy il Lue Be.pduunuoou Ul g 44,
nurtic ot KNemreiei. whieh was SLUlined
cnd retaken late vesterday by F.euch
troops. Tils wucn-dispuied ciovaion
i uas  chauged auands many tm,, re-

cefitly, LJL the Freach were stlj .old-

ng the Germuds oif at - o Cosk ihis
! allerncon.

Thus this litte rising grocus om
the waterlogged Flemisi plain wout
suddenty  come o Geeul an
Pluportant place in the aunals g the

Hghting in this section  of the i:ont,
‘ althoag) tius o tar it had nover e,en

been dignificd ~ith a n2. ¢ ciher L.ian

Lial contained (n the Lgdres indicaiing
i 1ts ne.ght, )

[ts vaige lies in the faet 1a4° it

deminutes considerablc  torritor ad

for ‘this reason it has Lbeen a thory in
i the flesk of the umbitious Gern.un . It

e beliered that they want it to {iejl.
rtate thelr next attack in  this r cion,

wliey bids fah (0 come betore jon s,

A renewal of the German offonsive
pon a bl scale 1as g0 fur not marerigl-
tized. The e has besr zn inc-ease in
the ho-tile arilier.s fire 2t num-rous
points {rom tie norte:n to the soith
ern end of the battlef or and u break
In the present jull may he expecresd at
any time.

BRITISH RETORT.

I.onden Cable — Field Murshal
Halg's report from I'iitish teadaar-
ters in France Wednosdav pight sgvs:

“There was loczl fizhting, in which
the French trcops captu-ed several
prisoners and succ? zfully advanced
their line eariv in t' ¢ morning in the
cector north of Kemmel 1iliage,

“Klsewhere there was nothing Jo-
vond artillery ac*ivity on both sides
en the battle front.”

FRENCH RI:I’?!(T

Paris Cable — Ine War Office
announccment Wednesday night gays:

“There was great activity on the
part of both artilleries in the rezion
north cf the Avre. A raid atiempted
by the enemy against our trenches
southeast of Juvincourt was without
result.

“Two  German =zirnianes were
brought down on 3ay 12, and twe
others on May 14. Cn the night of
May 14 one of our - gronts bombed
the railway station at Cha‘eclet-sup-
Retourne (Ardenmes). on whi~h saven
thousand kiles of projectiles . were
dropred. The same night (German
aviators bomhed tle nelzhborheod of
Dnnkirk. but the damam vag slight
and there were no caru: -se

it Lad
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