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borne by the ex-Crown

Prinee for beginning the

war? There is more dif-
ference of opinfen as regards William
the' younger compared with. William
the eider. knews that if
the Kaiser did not plot the war he
had it in his power to keep out of it,
and that if he had stood aside theie
weuld have bheen no war. The case
for hanging Williah Hohenzollern
senior is conclusive. But about the
former Crown Prince there is mare
doubt. Is he a3 fire-eater, a man de-
lighting in slaughter, a sinister figure
who aimed to make himself popular

in Germany by great military (ri-
umphs, and who drove his father in-
to war by trying to outbid him for
the regard of the German army and
the German aristocracy ? i
rather empty-minded Young man,
more interested in Sports and
sipation than in conquest, who knew

little that was happening at the

German. Foreign Office, who cared

!ess, who has neo military ability, and

18 good-natured ang weak rather
powerful and malevolent ?

It is the latter ‘picture that fs
drawn for us by Karl Wiegand, an
American correspendent who was in

ny in the early years of the
war, and who is probably the only
Journalist who hag an interview
with the former Crewn Prince while
i Mr. Wiegand
h was extend-
ed over several days, at the head-
quarters of the Fifth German Army
at Stenay, France, in the winter of
1914. He had to exercise consider-
able ingenuity to meet the Crown
P.n‘nce, for when he made known his
desire through the usual channels he
was told that the Crown Prince was
wanted to fight and not to talk, and
it was plain enough that the Foreign
Office dreaded what William might

4n American pournalist. Whe-
ther the interview was reported by
Mr. Wiegand at the time we do not
know, but it is recalted by him now
in the New York Sun in order ta
Prove that the former Crown Prince
is rather an object of ridicule or ot
Sympathy than of detestation.

He spoke excellent English, with
what appeared to the fascinated
correspondent to be an English ae-
cent, and expressed the greatest ad-
miration for the English people and
their institutions, openly confessing
the doubt that German diplomats

' and statesmen would ever approach

the British standard. At the same
time he admitted that for initiative
the French soldier was much super-
ior to the individual German. Hang-
ing from the chandelier in the din-
ing-room at the Crown Prince’s nead-
quarters was a number of little eM-
gies or mannikins representing -<ol-
diers of the nations then at war with
Germany, and once in the course ot
conversation somebody expressed cur-
igsity as to the nationality of the next
soldier that would have ta be thus
suspended. A general answered that
certainly it would not bhe American.
The Crown Prince was dubious, much
to the astonishment of the other din-
ers, for at that time the idea of the

United States entering the war was

certainly not entertained by a han.-
ful of Germans. But the Crown

| Prince insisted that it was niore than
. & possibility, owing to the stupwdity
! of the German diplomats.

He also declared that his father

commends ‘“FThe Mind eof

Arthur James Balfour.”
[t is, he says, “a challenge to con~
sider Mr. Jalfour apart from his poli-
tical rece~4; as a thinker, a spirit, a
personal ty.” And Mr. Hapgoeod goes
Jn to say: -

“He is a fascinating creature, of a
fascirating entourage, but his indi-
vidhal importance for history lies in
his policy of force and the British
style of reform in Ireland—in these
long vears when he led either the
Goverument or the Opposition—and

in his success as u diplomat in the
greatest of wars: As his unecle be-
Heved in. him, he was put in Parlia-
ment at twenty-six; five years later
he made himself famous by applying
to Ireland coercion plus sensible con-
crete proposals as seen by a mind
bred acress the Channel; and at
forty-four he was Prime Mlnistpr.
Nobody claims for him a canstructive
legislative record—in his three most
conspicuous subjects, Ireland, educa-
tion and tariff, he solved nothing—
but the House of Commens, which
knows so mueh about Britain’s ore-
&ress, through many years loved and
followed him. Britain always has her
men of action — her Rhodes, qud-
stone, Chamberlain; she has a Quiet
and prevailing instinet for getting
things done: but her governing -~lass
also love a measured manner and
calm indifference to political prizes.
Sir Bdward Grey’s known preference
for fishing over public life, the Duke
of Devonshire’s devation to country

ARTHUR JAMES BALFOUR.

occupations, Lorgd Salisbury’s indif-
ference, fitted the taste of an assem-
bly of gentlemen long accustomed to
rule. Mr. Balfour’s manner, his love
of philosophy, his rapier-like debat-
ing, his personal charm angd his cour-
age reached the House of Commons,
as they will reach some who merely
read his written words, A Briton
will pass final judgment on some one
by saying he is the sort of man with
whom one would like to go tiger

. Was surrounded by men who perumit- | hunting,
' ted him to know only what wonld
| serve their own interests, that he wag
{ never favored with an honest oDine
+ ' lon that might confliet with his own

. views or desires.

|

“This firmness ig not to be ex-
ploited. Even tragedy is question-
able. A pertect type of the British
aristocrat has a kind of unobtrusive

He admitted thay| preference for the agreeable. ‘I per-

- the Kaiser wus parfly te blame for | somally like the spring day,” Mr. Bal-
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this, since he did not alwayvs waat
to hear the truth, especially if it

|

happened to be unpiezsant. I r
say anything I am represented cs |
. trying to interfere and told to kee[”
my mouth shut,” he said. . Speaking
of the origin of the war he insisted '
. that Germany was obliged to fight in
. . her own defence. but he confesseq |
i+, that the blunders of German diplom-

acy had made this inevitable. He

spoke only ot blunders, never of 3

deep-laid plot.
the Foreign Office was heartily :ieci-
procated. There hé was suspected cp
a desire to “‘butt in,” and it was well
recognized that as soon as he sue-

His detestation of !

ceeded his father he would make a !
clean swweep of the statesmen then'

in control, with the single excep-

' tion of Zimmermann.

Mr. Wiegand says that the idea

i

that the Crown Prince directed the |
Fifth German Armyv, that of Verdun

fame, is an illusion. He commandeqd |

the army in the same sense that King
George rules the British Empire. Nor

i

four says, in responding to a toast to
literature, ‘and bright sun ang the
birds singing, and it there he a
shower or a storm, it should be mere-
ly a passing episode in the lands(ape,
to be followed immediately by 3 re-
turn of brilliant sunshine.’ It(is not
the Lear or Oedipus tyrpe. [ ‘know
not how true it is, but there used.to
be a statement current abaout the rime
Mr. Balfour was coming into promi-
nence, that the most quated bogk in
the House of Commons was ‘Alice In
Wonderland,” and surely there ig no
book that appeals more unquestion-
ably to a high and rather late cuj-
ture. The fact that the House of
Commons liked it so much is not unp-
related to their love of Mr. Balfour,
to whom human reasoning appears

' much as a grotesque.

“This type of mind has made him
more formidable in destructive criti-
cism than in positive propaganda or
enactment, and it is fit that his moast

- notable piece of writing should be

is it reasonable to suppose that such '
a tremendous task as the propwesed |

capture of Verdun would have been

1

entrusted to the least experienced cf
the German field leaders and by many |

yYears the youngest of them. The

Verdun plan was worked out by vgn i
. and the general who !

g 5 ! also the superiority of his individual
Knobelsdorff, attached to the Crown;
Prince as chief of staff. Of course the ;

, idea was that the Crown Prince

was supposed to realize it was Gen.

should reap the glory of the achisve-

entitled ‘A Defence of Philosophic
Doubt.” It is an entirely succesgful
defence of philosophic doubt. The
misty notions of evidence narbored
by the unskilled have small chance
against the writer; and-* his favorite
target is the cruder skepticism.

“In insisting on Mr. Balfour’s es-
sential Toryism we must emphasize

intelligence. Why did he cease to be
the leader of his party? Why were

 the letters B.M.G.—'Balfour Must Go’

| —posted over Lo

ment, and it may be that the attempt

' on Verdun was prompted by dynastic

ds well as by military considerations. !

' Some great military victory was ne- |
' cessary for the Crown Prince’s pres-

tige. for according to the correspon- i
dent he wholly lacks the strong per- ;
sonality of his father, and has not |
the ex-Kaiser’s gift cf making gn :!:- j

i in the limelight. On the '
e owam i : business man, with no troublesome

! contrary there is something sheepish
Andrews-Alzonquin Galft . |
L Andrews-by-the-Sea is

and even slinking about him.. It re-
mains for the League of Nations to

| consider his case and pass judgmeat

upen him.

« Farmer Brown—I hear that you've
ot an agricultural college graduate
working for vou.

Farmer Greene—Why, no—dinged
it the scientific cuss hain’t got me
working for him, by jinga.

i

i

ylon? Who succead-
ed him? He lost his leadership, in
the fight of a decade ago0, over the
House of Lords because he was not
sutliciently rigid and narrow-minded
to meet the spirit of the unbending
Tories. It was the Bltter-Enders. in
the House of Lords contest, whao
threw Mr. Balfour out. Since those
days the leader of the Unionists has
been an industrious and mediocre

individuality, and 2pparently Mr. An-
drew Bonar Law managed his task,
before the world war and since, to
the satisfaction of those immediately

- concerned. Mr. Balfour’s reputation
. Scemed to have started on the de-

|
|

|

ciine until in the war he einerged as
thie man most trusted in foreign 4~
plomacy, net for imagmation. far
conceiving or embracing a s

future, but for tact, negotiating ahjj.
ity, forensic shrewdness aad judg
ment.”
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they were a hulwark of imperial ruie.

Friedrich Ebert 8 a plodder. He
never made harness for a Pegasus.
He reached the position he noew oc-
cupies through patient toil and by
taking advantage of every epportun-
ity. These whe criticize him most
admit that, although not a man of
strong character, he is far better vdu-

cated and more in touch with the '~

development of modern life than
most persons realize.

Born in Heidelberg in 1871, Ebect
W now in his forty-eighth year. His
father was a tailor in the old German
University town. Young Ebert came
in contact with the learning which
permeated the; place. He attended
the lectures of the favorite docenis
and absorbed odds and ends of knowi-
edge from the students who visited
his father's shep. He weant to one
of the peeple’s schools until he was
fifteen years eold. The instruction
there was thoreugh. It did not make
for high aspirations, but it gave him
a good grasp Of those practical things
necessary to the German mechanic.

Then began his apprenticeship at
the saddler’s bench. After several
Years he wa® duly qualified as a lour-
neyman and was ahle to earn 320
marks, about $7, a week.

While learning the trade Ebpert
connected himself with the Young
Socialists. This group was com-
posed of youths who had not reached
their political majority. He has been
attacked since by Socialists of the
Spartacus type as an apostate and a
renegade. L. Lore, editor of Volks-
Zeitung, who has met him, says that,
although opposed to the political

| views of the new President of Ger-

many, he considers Ebert a man cf
considerable knowledge of life.
Herr Ebert has the manner of g

rmans who keep

small shops or work in the factories.
Short and stout and heavy in tread,
he has the air of plodding. s
dress is plain and he invariably wears
a slouch hat jammed down on his
head. A stubby, bristling black mous-
tache and a small goatee accentuate
i aspect. Nearsightedness
sharp creases in his fore-

gives him a scowling

Eighteen years ago Ebert began to
be a facter in politics. His pragress
was slow. Although he took part in
international councils of the Secial-

ists, both in Germany and in France,
he did not make

sion upen his co

 lands.

part he was content at this period (o

Sit at the feet of August Bedel.

“Caomrade Ehert” wWas gradually re-

cognized, however, as one the

;oming men of the Social Democratie
arty

In 1900 Ebert began to hold offtices
among the Sociatists. As the editor
of a paper devoted to the Marxian
cult he gained a livelihood. His in-
fluence grew. He had not the in-

i nor the

ere able to live in

represented the ‘win

Mmanufacturing cities of Elbertcid-

Barmen in the National Assembly.

The coming of the war brought

Ebert to the fore, although even at

that time he Was not known to inter-
national fame.
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