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ISTRISUTORS CANAD>
—

is the work of the departmental
stores. Santa Claus or Kygs Krinkle
or whatever we may call him useqd to
arrive on a sleigh drawn by reindeer.
More recently he came in a motor
car. Now he is sald to arrive ap-
propriately at the chimney top by
aljrplane. ; events he gets here

1 from time
memorial, probibly since that remote

" period, when it is declared, ome of

the early races on the Lemurian coa-
tinent, millions of years ago, invented
the zodiac. From‘the earliest ages
the great spiritual teachers of the
earth have been associated with the
Yuie-tide date, and the first cer-
tain mention of Christmas as on De-
cember 25th was in 354 A.D. Var-
jous other dates have been mention-
ed, but there is little doubt that the
presently accepted diate was fixed
dpon to eynchromnize with the ancient
festivals that celehrated the birth of
the Sund{zods of antiquity. Krishna,
Buddha, Mithra, as well as Opheus,
Zoroaster, Horns, Bel, Bacchus, Bal-
der, Apollo, Tammuz, Quetbalcoatl,
Adonis, and other reputed saviours of
the world all had their births cele-
brated .at the winter solstice when
the sun stands etill for, three days
and nights and then on Pecember 25th
turns north again to bring the spring

sand the new life of the year. It has

always been a season of joy and glad-
ness, and the ancient sages who as-
sociated it with the Sun of Righteous-
ness undoubtedly wished to make the
masses understand all the love and
beauty and gladness on which the
universe rests though they did not
forget what ome of their school wrote
two cenituries and a half ago:

Though Christ a thousand times
in Bethlehem be born,

And not within thyself
Thy soui is still forlorp.

SOCIAL SERVICE MARKS
PROGRESS.

Dr. Bernet R. Brickrer, the new
chief Rabbi in Toronto of Holy Blos-
som Synagogue, made his first pub-
lic appearance in that city at a Cana-
dian Club lancheon recently and
spoke on “SBocial Progress Through
Social Service.” He is a young man,
under thirty, and has just become the
father of an infant daughter. Hae is
gifted with eloquence, which a pow-
erful voice, makes impressive, and
his fund of common sense and evi-
dent original thought and breadth -of
view, indicate a distimct addition to
the intellectual forces of the prov-
ince. ‘He obtained his doctorate from
Columbia URiversity and came from
Cincinnati succeed the late Rabbi
Jacobs in to. As a distinguish-
ed sccial worker he spoke with au-
thority on the topic chosen. He
opened his address with a personal
‘note on his marriage and home life
and told how his wife had been first
his college chum and afterwards his
sweetheart. She wanted e boy, but
he wanted a girl, for he desired to
see her grow up and be her mother
over again. He pald a tribute to the
British nation which had been the
first to do justice to his people. “If
we are the people of the Book the
English ought to be called the people
of the Bible,” he said. He recalled
a striking {llustration of the lapse of
time and the passage of great periods
proposed by one writer. If our pres-
ent era was likened to the face of a
great clock indicating twelve hours of
20,000 years, then we stood at the

“That is my conception eof social
progress. When I see you and others
banded together for social progress
then I know that God is in the world,
and that there is a divine spark in
men. Philanthropy is not a means
of finding the way to heaven or of
helping other fellows to get there, it
is not a guestion of saving man’s
soul, but of saving man.” His view
ot civilization was that the present
system was virtually turning out a
race of virtual savages, drifting to a
sgage of intellectual lassitude and in-
difference. School statistics showed
an alarming proportion of feeble-
minded, defectives or morons. We had
been living .on the storage batteries
of past intellectual achievement and
unless we generated new force soctety
would inevitably decay.

MR. ROWELL AND ARTICLE X

Hon. Newton Rowell has made a
distinct impression in’Europe by his
speech setting forth the objections to
Article X of the League of Nations
Covenant. “Fifty thousand Cana-
dians under the sod of France and
Flanders is ghe price that Canada has
paid for HMutropean statesmanship. It
was Furopean policy and European
ambition which drenched the world in
blood and precipated the situation
from which we have suffered and ara
still suffering. We are not prepared
to allow any European league to set-
tie world problems for us.” In. this
sentence he summed up the attitude
of the new diplomacy towards the
cld. He voiced the sentiment of all
the new-world nations. Naturally
the European statesmen have not
[fallen in with this view with alacrity.
ilt is not so much a reflection - on
them as on the system of which they
are the offspring. They could have
passed over a personal criticism, but
that which involves their patriotism,
their domipant love for their own
lands and institutions does not com-
mand their sympathy when it adopts
tone of disparagement. But after all
this would be a purely surface con-
sideration. The matter goes much
deeper. Sir Robert Borden in cor-
| roborating the statement of Mr.
;Rowell on the Canadian viewpoint,
.calls attention to three positions to
i which signatories of the covenant
committed themselves. These are that
tall existing territorial delimitations
lare just and expedient; that they will
, continue indefinitely to be just and
fexpedient; and that tha signatories
‘will be responsible for them. It is
; cbvious that not to accept these points
twould be to sacrifice everything that
ihad not already been attained and in-
'cluded in the present status. To de-
clare that all existing conditions are
just and expedient is a tacit invita-
»tion to rebellion or revolution—fric-
tion or some description with all who
think differently. The old difficulty
of dogmatic affirmation without ade-
quate opportunities for modification
or change of view should not be per-
petuated. It has led us in the past
into all manner of bitterness, envy,
hatred and malice. The scientific
method is one of co-operation, care-
ful enquiry, complete tolerance, total
absence of prejudice and of anything
but that which makes for the general
welfare as well as for the spec-
-ial beneficiary. There is a sincere
desire, among the more enlightened
nations at all events, to arrive at such

point of noon of eleven hours and
forty minutes of the first part of the
24 we know practically mothing. The
Babylonian - and Egyptian civiliza-
tions begar about twenty minutes to
12 when every minute represented
833 1-3 years. At seven minutes to
12 the Greeks and Romans flourished.
At one minute to twelve Bacon wrote

an order and disposition as would en-

i able all reasonable aims to be realized

. without heat cr pique, and without in-

! jurious expense to others. Should

jthe great nations decree a universal
. and self-denying ordinance of peace
*the lesser nations would more readily
' follow such August examples than
their unimplemented precepts.

MACHINERY TRADE
NOW VRY GUIT

METAL MARKET ALSU HAS
BROKEN, AND DEALERS ARE
REFUSING TO 8UY
MATERIAL.

In the summary of th~ "=~ s:eel,
metal and machinery ma:: (‘ana-
dian Machinery and Mar -~ ciuring
News, Toronto, makes the owing
comment:

A few nice orders were se.ured in
the maehine tool market during the
week .thgse provide the bright
8pots. erwise trade was not up
10 the mark. Several of the prin-
cipal makers have notified their
agents that they will protect buyers
against price declines for the coming
8iX months. Buyers do not seem to be
taking advantage of the faet that it
is a buyers’ market now, and they
could probably come in with their re-

‘Quirements to much better advantage

than at any time during the past three

L or fodr years.

Local warehouses have announced
Bew prices on some lines. Bar iron

.- and steel are selling at 6¢ base. Sheets
. and plates were also put on a lower
. level.  There is a fairly large stoek
i of sheets in store, quite enough to
- take care of the present requirements

©f the trade. Manufacturers still send

. ®ut lists of surplus material on hand,

nd the peculiar sitnation is found at

ﬁm«e{tjed-ler 3 to sell the

the former taking off his hands for
resale. - .

One cof the largast dealers in scrap
metals notified some 3,000 firms duar-
ing thke week that for the present they
were entirely out of the market as
far as takipg on anything in th> line
of brass, copper, zinc, lead, pelter,
etc. is concerned. In fact they are
out of the whole non-ferrous line, and
in iron and stee! they are buying only
against contracts. This is the first
tim= in the history of their business
tiiat they have sent out such notices.
They intend to keep out until some-
thing definite is established as a
working base im the metal market.
Duting the past month they have ha?®
tg write off some hundreds of thou-
sands by way of depreciation on stock
:in their vards and warehouses,

DOMINION WOOL KARKET
REPORT.

There has been considerable evi-
dence during the past ten days of a
general steadying of prices in the
wool market. We are getting back
to about pre-war prices, and there is
a tendency, noted for the first time
since the war commenced, toward a
greater équalization of grade prices.

Movements of Canadian wools re-
~ently reported comprise considerable
qualities of western fine clothing, fine
stable, half-blood cl!othing, half-blood
staple and seedy. This activity, fol-
iowing a very dull period, is encourg

Tke PEritish wool market has not
improved. The sales of December
were nct at all successful; only 10
per cent. of the offerings were sold.
The Govermament reserve limits were
reduccd 10 per cent, but even at that,

Aufactaper the véry materials that [very fow -bidders came up to the re-
wwl&!wmimm P P
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car started.

FOOLISH FRANCE

By Olive Wadsley

Savinge got in beside her and the | sima would hel)ier.
that. e

Her confused thoughts were brok-

en by Savinge's voice. “l think I
ought to tell you,” he said in rathe®
a strained voice, “that before taking
yontot.heopera.,lamtakingycn
to a lawyer’s office where we are to
be married.”
i Frankie had not listened to the
tirst part of the sentence; the last
words awoke her like a heavy blow.
8he caught Savinge’'s coat sleeve.

“It's a lie; you daren’t do it. ) §
won’t marry you; no one can force me
to—"

“I think you are wrong there,' Sa-
vinge said in the same cheertully
controlled voice. “lI think you will
agree to marry me when I explain a
few things to you.

“The first is, that there will be no
‘Carmen’ at the opera house tonight
if you do not marry me. The car
will simply drive about till midnight,
that is all, and I think you will cwa
I am strong enough to conquer any
physical struggle for freedom you
may make. The second reason is
that I have already notified the lead-
ing papers of our marriage this even-
ing. That is all.”

Frankie cowered in a cerner.

Wild thoughts of jumping from the
car, of screaming, of trying to fight
Savinge and escape came to her, but

all the while she knew she was trap- \

ped. Either she must marry him or
else make herself and Mme. Kaine a
langhing stock.

Tears gathered in her eyes and fell.

take his eyes from her.

“That you should be so absoiutely
cowardiy and despicable as to do
this,” Frankie said, her eyes burning
through the tears.

“l1 do not propose to play fast and
locs2 with in the way you affect,”
Savinge said indifferently. “Neither
do I"—his voice hardened—'"propose
to become a laughing stock on your
account. Our engagement had been
announced by Mme. Kain, and I do
not quite see myself being twitted
by all my friends tomorrow morning,
when the truth is published.

“Yourself, your wounded feelings,
your name,” Frankie flashed at him.
“And yesterday I thought I loved
you!”

“You acted magnificently,” he as-
sured her bitterly.

The light of the streets flashed into
the car. The clang, clang of the mo-

tor buses, and the cries of the

Presse, the music from the lighted
cafes.

Time was going, there was only an-
other hour left before the opera be-
zan, and Frankie had to dress, and
already she knew Mme. Kain wo‘ld
becoming anxious. -

A sick dread clutched her at th2
thouzht of marrying Savinge—she.
was afraid of him now, afraid of mar-
~iage, terrified by everything. An-
othe- train of thought held her.

Mme. Kain had given her this mar-
velous training, had b2en s> bound-
iessly genercus to her she could not
f2il her at the last instant. The chef
d'orchestre of the opera house had
only given her Carmen after endless.
lebates, and at the end of it all it
was realiy Mme. Kain's word which
had wen the day.

She had been so certain ol
rrankie’s voice that she had forced
others to believe in it, too. Could
she fail her. After all she had done
fcr her, after all the forbearanca and
gentleness and belief? o _

“I"1l marry you,” Frankie said, “for
Mme. Kain's sake. 1 can't go back
cn her, I can’t fail her, and I tell you
:hat with all my strength I loa.t.he.:
and despise you. So drive to your
‘awyer’s and be quick; if I am late I
will tell every one what you have
done, whatever it costs me.”

“You will not be late.” Savinge
assured her gravely. “And I told the
porter at the flat to telephone to
Mme. Kain as soon as we had started
saying you would be a little late as
you wanted to go for a drive.”

Frankie flushed. He had been as-
sured of her as that then! 'He had
actually prepared for this thing to
happen!

The caeremony at the office was so
shert that Frankie would almost
have believed it qf no value, had she
aot signed the paper with its govern:

ment stamp and had not Savinge care-

fully placed a wedding ring on her
finger.

CHAPTER XHIL

Bis- Bis! Bis!
They drove in silence to the theatre.
What was to bappen later Frankie &id

She sat huddled
the big car; from a: ¢

looked at her curiousiy:
not speak. 3

the shawl—n3 like
draped on the left—the
how pale you are! Ye

—and the powder, no g

on her nose, so—yes, now

lips, yes—now the shoes, s

yourself, Bebe—look—"
PFrancesca saw herselt in

winger mirror, a mﬂ.“ :

clad being, her hair ‘wound
heaq, a scariet passfon
over one ear. : :

She looked ‘wild, Bahebian, mttract-

ive, and allurfpg. - .
“My throat is absolutely
said; “utterly dry.* :

long second

| long at that

your brea

hury on, waii,

The hell, I must

herself in the mirror, a

leweled and scented.
“Adiew, moin ‘Kind,” ‘ghe

[age, beautifully dressed, beautifully '.

Savinge saw them fall, and did not }t ars in her eyes.

Frankie sat quite -

{next few minutes

room.

coming from-

other rooms, which were shared, :
far away the faint sound of smeats

falling into place. - - .

This was perhaps the grea

seem so.

And suddenly, as

vast

of her life, ghe thought; it 7

she sat

close all round her: it was

she was alone, a tiny

against huge massed
bated with her.

fright, she -knew |
and

E
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She rose walked
for the time ghe-
very existenee, she was
er ‘'who was to sing.

“Carmen—Car-men,”" :

caller's veice, the deuble roll on
r's. She caught er shawl he

cigarettes, and ran &
corridor.

The opera house in Paris is perhape
more suited to the firs* s,-;*..
e in the world

a voice than any :
it has that reputatios sk,

the description sh ba amp

little so that to the wur

be clesr that structural m—.

n3it meant to be a

dulgence, but the audiemce .

A French audience is exp

preciative, in a way which
nation quite understands, & fact

is_very largely a result
perfosrmance prevalent tiiere

It is said that every ar
mood of his or her audiene
feit as she came up the 8
though “some rather -
smiled at her, - -

Mme. Shubert Kain.
the Parisians, the girl
tegee, the andienece ;
ticipative. The
Frankie had been
and all Paris which ¢
thing was there,

One or two.men in
something about hepr pi
she appeared; then, as &
sing, complete silence -
iuditcrium.  Her voice 4
tinctly in the first. n
even flat. 3

tle farrow tn 5

rot -know, but she did know that shethat
meant mever to go to Savinge.” Carie he.
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