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By FRANK FROEST.

Late lsuperintandent of the

narhnentofsmv

He gave a number into the tele-
phone and ho seemed to elapse
before he got Menzies. In quick rush of
words he made himself known to the
detective and recited - happenings of
tective and recited the happenings of
the evening. He was not to know
that barely a dozen disconnected
words had reached the detective. His
strength was waning and he wanted
Menzie to know everything before he
gave way. As he finished the re-
ceiver dropped listlessly from this
hand, and for the first iime i his life
Jiinmie Hallett fainted.

At the other end of the wire Weir
Menzies was left with one of those
harassing little problems that he
hated. It was an irregu’ar hour—
an hour when he had reckoned on
heing eafely ¢n mnis way nome. For
ail the insistence of ths voice at the
teiephone it might be quite a trivial
aftair, Menzies did not like losing
slaep for trivialties. People in
trouble are apt to take distorted
views of the importance of their dif-
ticulties. That is why private in-
quiry agencies fiourish.

Menzies had once been asked to
investigaie a highly important West
i“nd robbery at the house ¢f a duke.
The duchess herself had demanded
the services of “the ablest and most
sxperienced detective possible,” and
tiad refused to give details to any ona
elze. Menzies went—to discover
that a pet Pomeranian had strayed.

~Madam,” he had remarked after
a frigid five minutes, “at one paricd
[ -hould have b2en delighter to try
o find your dog. I was then paid
t - sucih matters. I am now paid
for other things. There are many
men as competent as I for the in-
vestigation to which yeou attaeh such
importance. I regret that it would
be a treach of duty for me to under-
rake it I am mersgly a detective,
it the salary I am x&id for the use
¢ my time would bg out of propor-
tlon to the result, even if successful
[ must refer your grace to the local
poiice-station. Good evening.”

Since then he nad been very cau-
tinuz of ambiguous messages. He

: of his well-aired bed and
ighed. Hall was he tempted to
curn over the aifair to the local di-
vision ¢f police to deal with the case
o it to the night staff of the
criminal  investigation department.
The fact that he had been appealed
to by name ultimately swayed him.

In two mirnutes he had set in mo-
rion the machinery which would re-
veal the peint {rom which the voice
originated. It needed no complex
reasoning, po swift flash of inspira-
Tion. iz broke up a game of dom-
—UlaW OM} 1A pedlsiud puw soou
cne to exiract from the Kensington
director a list of thoroughfares end-

in “Gardens,” and the names of

ap 1

in
); ons who resided at the respec-

tive thirty-fours, and the eother with
a telephone directery to eliminate all
1059 not on the telephone.

“And get a move on,” he added. “I
don't want to hang about all night.
Ask Riddle to come up and ’phone
‘em through the local people as you
check ‘em off. Tell ’em they’ll ob-
.ige me by sending out as many sparas
men as they've got to ask at.each ad-
dress if any one raps me up.”

e adjusted his coat with precision,
lit a cigar, and sauntered over to the
»ndarground station opposite. Bar-
‘1g accidents, the address would be
r=ady for him by the time he reached
Kensington.

His anticipation was not disap-
~ointed. One of the advantages which
the c¢riminal investigatiom depart-
ment has over the individual amateur
detective, beloved by Magersiontein
Road, {3 tha co-operation at need of
2 practically unlimited number of
rained men.

True, the detective sta®f at XKen-
<irgton had long since gone home,
wince thera was no exaraerdin:}r_y
bhusiness to detain them, but in titis
casa a dozen ordinary constables
zerved as well. Nine of them had re-
sirned when  Meazies walked  in.
There was only one who interested
him. He had reported that he could
zet no reply from Linstone Terrace
Gardens. .

"Did you find who lives there?”
qtestioned the chief inspector. )

The reply was prompt. “Yes, sir.
Old gent'eman named Graye-Stratton.
He lives alone. Had two servants
imtil last week, when he sacked 'em
both beocanse he said they had baen
bribed to poison him.”

“Ab!” Menzies nodded approval.
“Uou're got your wits about vou, my
‘ad. \Where did you get all this
frem?”

Tho ennstable flushed with pleas-

He was ycung enough in thae
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C riminal  Investigation De
ard.

ferce to aporeciate a compliment
| from the veteran detective,
Servant next door, sir,” he answered.
. “That will do. Thank youw.” Men-
Zles rubbed his hand with satisfaction
as he toarned on the uniformed inspec-
tor by his side.

“It begins to sound like a case,” he
muttered. All his petulance had
gone. When he came to the point,
the man was an enthusiast in his pro-
fession. “pqi get you to come along
with me, inspector. It sounds un-
commonly like a case.” ’

CHAPTER IIL
The First Step.

The eminent Tooting churchwar-
den, perched on the stalwart shoul-
ders cf his unitormed colleague, wrig-
gled his way on to the roof of the
porch with an agility that was jus-
tifiable neither to his Years nor his
weight. He was taking a certain
amount of risk if thers were so ser-
ious emergency witnin the place, for
even a chief detective inspector may
not hoeak into a house without justi-
fication.

He worked for a while with a big
clasp knife on the littie landing win-
dow with a skill that would have
done credit to many of the profes-
sional practitioners who had passed
through his kands, and at last threw
up the sash and squeezed himseif in-
side.

“Wonder if I'm making a damned
fool of myself after all?” he mu:ter-
ed with some misgiving as he strick
& match and softly picked his vay
along the corridor. Hs was pe-
.culiarly sensitive to ridicule, and iie
knew the chaff that would descend
on his head if it leaked out tia: he
had elaborately picked cut and brok-
en into a house, empty for quite a
plausible reason.

There would be no way of keeping
the matier dark, for every incident ot
the night would have to be embodied
in reports. Every detective in Lon-
dvn is bound to keep an official diary

| f his work, however free a hand he

is given in his mecthods.

He burned only one  match
0 enable him to get his bear-
ings. Noiselessly he descended
ths stairs into the hall, and his
quick eye observed a splash of light
across the floor. It came from un-
der a doorway. He turned the han-
dle and pushed. Tie door resisted.

‘Locked,” he murmured, and knock-
2d thunderously. “Hell> in there-
Any one apout?”

Only the muffled reverberation of
his own voice came Dback; to him.
f'rowning, ha strede to the doorway,
slipped back tae Yale lock and ad-
mitted the uniformed man.

“It I' had nerves, Mr. Hawksley,
‘his' place would give me the jumps,”
ho ghgerved. “There’s something
wrong here and I guess it’s in that
recom. See, there's a tight on.”

*“That’s queer,” commented the
other, “I¢ cou’d only just have been
switched on. I didn't nqytice it out-
side.” R

“Shutters,” said Menzies. “Shut-
ters and drawn eurtains. Jome on.
I'm going to see what's behind that
door.

There was no finesse about {orcible
entry this time. H:'f a dozen well
directed kicks shattered the hasp of
the lock and sent the door tlying
open. Menzies and his companion
moved inside.

For the moment the hlaze of tha
electric light dazzled them. Menzies
shaded his eyes with his hand. Then
his glance fell from the overturned
telephone down to the prostrate fig-
ure of Jimmie Hallett. He was across
the room in aun instant, and made
swift examipation of the prostrate
man.

‘K'rnovked clean out of time'"” he
dingnoscd. “Help me get him on the
couch. Hello, there's another cof
‘em.” ‘He had observed the body on

: the hearth rug.

He bent over the murdered man in
close scrutiny, but without teuching
the corpese. His lips pursed into a
whistle as he marked the bullet
wound that showed among the gray
locks at the back of the head. Hs
was startled, but scarcely shocked.

He straightened himself up. “This
00ks & queer business altogether,
Hawksley. You'd better get back to
tie station. Send up the divisional
surgeon and phene through to the
Yard. They'd better let Sir Hilary
Thornton and Mr. Foyvie know. 1
shall necd Coagreve and a couple of
men, and you'd better send for Car-
less and many of his staff as can be
reached quickly. They’'il know ghe
district.

The faculty ©f quick organizaticn
is one <¢f the gprime quilitics c¢f a
chie? of datectives, and Menzies was
at no loss. The first, steps in the
investigation of mocst great mysteries
are autcmatic—the determina:ion of
the facts.

It is a kind of circle from facts to
possibilities, from  possibilities ¢
vrobabilities, and from probabilities
to irresistibie inferences. But the

1 original facts mus: be s=it'ed first,

and for any person to fix them sin-

gle-handed is an impossibility.
There are cortain aspects that must

bo settled by specialists; there may

i be a thcusand and one inguiries to
, make in rapid succession.

Menzies
had n»o idea of playing a lone hand.

For a couple of hours a steady
stream o¢f ecfficials and others des-
cended on the house, and Linstone
Terrace Gardens became the centre
of such police activity as it had nev-
er dreamed of in its'\ respectability
and retirement.

Men worked from house to house
interviewing servants, masters, mis
tresses gleaming sucr facts as could
be chtained of the lomely, eccantric
old man, his habits, his  visitors
friends and relations.

- Ingide the house the divisiona

ert Watson. Published by Me-
ClenandandStewa.rt,'rorom

» Readers in search of homespun en-~
tertainment will find in “Stronger
Than His Sea,” a cheery chronicle
of a 'Scotch lad’s boyhood d the
romance of his youth. For 2'::: one.
not greatly concerned with the liter-
ary quality of his reading, Mr. Wat-
son’s factory furmishes an ideal com-
panion fcpf a dull evening: there is
. somethin, indefinably warming about
the rich pages of the book are so gen-~
erously sprinklied, sometimes hearten-
ing in the author's adventures of a
band of high-spirited schoolboys.

Few will keep their hearts sealed
against the appeal of the hero. “Ser-
ious Sandy’ ’Porter, who particularly
endears himself to us as the organiz-
er of a “strike” among his school-
mates. The demands of these unique
“strikers” touch a responsive chord
in the reader’s memory -¢f his own
scheol days. The “terms” on ich
the pupils of Piershaw’s Schéol would
consent to return to their classes, as
set forth in the scrawled declaration
,Which greeted the flabbergasted
Dominie Toderick from the gatepost
of the school-house, read:

No homework.

No kept-in punishment,.

A Haif-heliday every Wednesday.

Cushioned seats for the Lassies.

A Ha-penay a Week for Pocket-
money.

When the reader first meets Sandy
the death .of his ne’er-do-well father
has just left him, at the age of 5, in

“WHERE WE MAKE FRIENDS OF BOOKS.”
“Stronger Than His Sea,” by Rob~

the position of man-of-the-family to
!kis mother and sister. .Courageous-
Iy he struggles to lighten the finan-
cial burden of his widowed and im-
Poverished mother He delivers milk,
runs errands and does odd jobs
whenever he ‘gets a chance. .And
€very penny that he earns felps. with
the Household expenses. It is a com-
entary on the différent sources
iroxp which affection and admiration
Spring that Samdy is less lovable and
less convincing, too, in his character
as stalwart paragon of all the filial
\:mtﬁes than in his role of the rebel-
lious ringleader of the “strikers.”
The hero's’ transition from boyhood
to minhood is arrestingly abrupt. In
one chapter he is a schoo’boy and in

to

the next a man, The years of growth
“elapse” almost as arbtrarily as |
they do in a theatre programme, and |
the suspicion intrudes that their
Dassage has been hastened oy the
author’s impatience to introduce hisl
“love interest.” .. Tha hiatus is mcre |
easily ignored than it might be, how-
ever, hecause of the tenderness with I
which Mr. Watson tells the simplel
love story of Sandy and Doreen Tal- |
ford. There is nothing unfamiliar in |
this pastoral romance, but the author |
has successfully skirted the pit of
sentimentality.

“Stronger Thkan His Sea” illus- |
trates perfectly the difference bhe-
tween the novel that is literature and
the story that is simon-pure enter- |
tainment. It is good of its Kind—
‘“light fiction™ that scarcely aspires
to the artistic dignity of holding the
wirrer up to life.

— — e,

Now Is the Time fo;'
Gardening on

-

Paper

Not much actual garden work can
be done out of doors in February,
but it is an excellent month in which
t> begin preparations for ths coming
season”s activities.

A well-thougit-out plan will go to
long way toward making the home
vegetable garden a success. Space
then can be utilized to the best ad-
vantage and seed supvlies and equip-
ment provided in advance of the
planting days, thereby saving much
time and confusion.

This is the month most of the seed
catalogues are cut. It pays well to
study them carefully. They con-
tain a great deal of valuable infor-
matjon.

The garden plan should be set down
on paper and should show where each
vagatable is to be planted, the mum-

ber of rows of each kind, and whether
it is to be grown as anp inter-erop, a
succession erop, or will occupy the

.&round during the whole season.. Sa

far as space will permit, the garden:
should furnish a supply of fresh vege
t2bles tor table. use throughout the
gTowing season and a surplus for van-
ning and storing. In making the
pians these peints must be considor-
ed: Size, location, and arrang:-
ment ¢f the garden: kind of cultiva-
tion to be practiced: soil: crons, and
“acieties, aud their adapticn to local
crd ¢ ition.
Size of Garden.

A garden one- eighth of an acre in
gize, if very preductive and inten-
sively cropped, should supply the av-
erage family with fresh vegetables ull
the summer and fall and leave a sur-
pius for winter use. Gardens as small
as tifteen feet square will yield salads
and herbs sufficient for a small fam-
ily.

Generally tao little “attention is
given to the needs and preferences
of the family when the garden is
planned. Crops that are pot reilsh-
ed sheculd never be grown unless for
experimeantal purposes. In  many
gardens taer2 is a tos great supply
of lettuce and string beans and not
enougth of beets, carrots, aad other
vegetables.- In studying vegetables
to be planted, especially where the
space Is limited, the food and the

By Edward Owen Dean.

money values, as well as the space
required, shou’d be considered.

In a limited area quick maturing
creps and  those preducing large
vields in proportion to the space re-

uired should be planted—*for exam-
vle, tomatoes, beans, lettuce, beets,
Carrows, parsnips and onions. Af-
ter early crops have been removed
other vegetables may bs planted in
the same space. Radisiies, lettuce,
onions, or early beets may he follow-
ed by string beans, late cabbage, or
celery. In some locations the second
crep may be followed by a fall erop
of spinach, lettuce, or beets. In a
sueill garden it would be unwise to
rlant such crops as potatoes, corn,
and cucumbers. These crops re-
quire a large space in proporiion to
tiro food produced.

CQuality of Seed to Buy.

Before ordering seeds or plants it
is important to consider the size of
the garden and the number of persons
to be supplies. Most of the inexper
ieneed gardeners order and plant
more seeds than are needed. This
resu’ts not only in a waste of seeds
but also in exira labor of thinning, or
eise growth is seriously checked by

. You may pub my letter if it

any one, as I hope 1t will, *”— Mj G‘:
gask. \ ’ :
\
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pains, inflammation or ulceratj
would only give this famous root m
rb remedy a trial they would soon
d relief from such suffering. @
It hardly seems possible that there is
a woman in this country who will con-
tinue to s’uﬁ'er withoy+ giving Lydia E.
am’s Vegetable Compound a trial
after all the evidence that is continually
being published, Proving beyond contra-
diction that this grand old medicine hag
Telieved more suffering among women
any other medicine in the world,
& For Sﬁec;al advice women are asked ta
write the Lydia E. Pinkham Medicine
Co., Lynn, Mass. 'fhe result of forty
years experience is at your servichy,

During last year the population of
Walkerville jumped to 7,400, an in-
crease of 1,190, while assessment of
property values increased to $8,701 -
380, an advance ot $2,147,498.

An order has beep officially ga-
zetted fixing February 1 as the date
on and after which importaticn of
alcoholic liquor inty Nova  Scotia,
Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoby
will be illegal.

The Perth Shce company, limited
one of the largest manufacturers in
Canada of women's fine shoes, has
announced the reopening of all de-

| partments of their factory.

That there will be an increase in
®gg production this year in Canada
‘was the prediction made by William
A. Prown, chief of the pou'try divis-
icn of the livestock branch of the

crowaing of the plants.

Two ounces of beet seed will plant |
one hundred feet of row: an eighth
of an ounce of celery seed will vield
about 209 plants, and a quarter of an
cunce of lettuce seed wilk produce ap-
proximately 159 lheads.

Planting of Fruit Trees.

It is getting tima now to order
fruit trees. Full pianting of fruit
trees has become popular in recent
vears, but after all the spring ot the
year is the real growing season.

A vague unnamed something is felt
in the air, in the soil—everywhere—
that seems to compel life and acticn.

In Australia the invention is claim-
ed of a chemical sclution for treat-
ing apples and some other fruits
which enables them to be kept for
long periods withcut refrigeration.

An inventor has patented a wedge
of, rubber to be nailed to a worn shoe
heel to make it level again. -

Sir Frank Baillie, K.B.E.,, a prom-
inent financier, died suddenly at
Wellesley Hospital, following an iil-
ness of several weeks. He was in
his forty-sixth year.

sity of keeping fif.

free with a mild laxasive.

Ifmwﬂatojteventoldage
to inerease

Old Age Deferred

Business men who must speed up the worlis and make bhusine
boom during these doys—after the war—must recognize the neces-
Wien mind is befogged, when vou have dull
Leadaches or feel legy, when no “ap to snuff,” keep the bowels
In the morning take a tc.id sponge bath
(cold water may be uscd if it does not chilt), follow with o brisk rub
down; a sufficient “sefting up” exercise in good air until yeou are in
a warm glow. Have you tried it lately?

Don’t let the poisons accumulate in the intestines either, but try
a dose of castor oil the first thing om arising, or a pleasant laxative
occasionally, such as one made up of May-apple, aloin and jalap, rolled
into a tiny sugar-coated pill, and seld in every drug store as Dr.
Pierce’s Pleasant Pellets., Then a cup ef hot water before breakfast,
and you'li feel better than a king! ¥ Yeu continue in life thus, you
can pass a Life Insurance examination at sixty.
coming on too soon, or if yeu want

dep:rtment of agriculture.

Aibert Jackson and George Gran-
dine, South Dumfries, farmers both
aged fifty and each with five » clii!-
dren were killed when a beam feil
on them and crushed them to death,
The barn raising was on the farm of
Fred Clarlton,

The fue! commissioner estimates
that the mild weather has saved To-
ronto householders $1.072,0600 in coal.

the menu in the dining cars and ho-
tels of the (anadian National Rail-
ways was annoutced by Walter Pratt,
Toronto, manager in chief of the
sleeping, dining, parlor cars, hotel
and news department. New menu
cards will De issued within the next
two weeks showing the reduction.
Mr. Pratt stated that while prices
have been most reasonable despite
the high ecost of commodit es and
expenses, he anticipated a further re-
duction cduring the year.

William Fitzgerald, former =uper-
intendent of insurance tor the Do-
minicu Government in the finance da-
partment, died at Ottawa in his 7St}
year,

He wias a native of London, Ont.,
and came to Ottawa as assistant
deputy minister and superintendeut
of insurance on Dcecember 1, 1883,

Previcusly he had practized law in
Tcronto.

The contract between the Oniario
Goverument and the Provincial Pa-
per Mills, Limited, whereby the com-
pany gets a pulp limit ¢f 1,229 square
miles and agrees (o erect 3 piper
mill in Port Arthur, includes a clause
to the effect that the mill will supply
o1 tie boosk paper wanted by the
Oulario Department of kducation for
a pericd of twenty-cna years,

An announcement is made from the
zales oftices of Ames, Holden, Mace
Cready, Lid., of Montreal, that com-
pared wita prices quoted big reduc-
tizas in wholesal» nrices of
weuid be made ail alonz the ine in
teather footwear to accord with roe-

acerent valuesi  The company has
anncuitced that it is  Dasinzg i
wrices on a net p- of four per cent
o turnover. The company’s plints
dave Dbeen closted down since early
autuinn, hut it i3 now proposed to re-

’ ¢ preduction ou an active

.:.‘l\ﬁ\r\k

A Pill That {s Prized.—There have
been many pills put upon the inarket

few have endured so long or met with
50 much favcer as Parmelee's Vege-
tabls Pills. Widespread use of them
‘a8 attestud their great value, and
they nced no further advertisegnent
than this having firmly established
shemseives in public esteem, they now
rank as one of the best in the list of
standard vegetahble preparations.

An Hnglish inventars padlock 18
lecking.

A further reduction in prices on [

and pressed upon pubiic attention, but §

!

RUST IS COSTLY.

Farm implements either wear out,
rust out or break. A break, as a
rue, does not permanently disable
the machine—a new part repair; the
damage.

A machine does not wear out for a
long time unless rust is rermitted to
get in its deadly work. And rust is
50 easily prevented. A little good
metal paint having rust inhibitive
properties will prevent rust. A small
supply of it kept on every farm and
used to touch up bare sSpots as fast
as they appear would double the life
of mqst farn machinery.

Lumberman’s Frignd

The Criginal and Only Genuine,
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SOMETHING SIMILAR.

“Are scientists gtill trying to learn
the monkey language?’ ashed Mr.
Giipping.

“I dou’t know,” gaid Dr. Dubwaite,
“but if they want to hear a pretty
fair substitute they ought to listen
o my voungest daughter talking to
one cf her ‘raltsrall’ friends over the
telephone.”

——— e _ —— - o

Spanking Doecnt Curel

Don't think chilire can be cured of bed-
wetting by speaking theii, Thetrouble is can=
stitutional, the child cannot b gt Fwill send
FREE eany methar my necesslui noma

trectinnd, with a1l rasiructions,
te veur chdidren troubles ot this way, send
€ MeNe Swrie me toda e My Leatment
Ly scenmnreded a0l ts troubied with
wing ilicuities by Jav or o L1, Wrie tow ivee
wd eatiaent,

Birs. M. Saocrmors
BOX 8. W INDSOR

S .

JUDICIAL COURTESY.

First Autoist—I thought you saijd
it I were sc-lable with tho judge ¥
could get off?

Second Autoist —\Were vou?

First Autoist—yes, I sald “Good
morning, Judge, hiow are you to-day??
“nd he replicd. “Fine—twenty-five
dollars.™

'S PHOSPHOQGINE .-

> The Great Engiish Preparation,

Tones and mvigorates the whole

¥jhervous system_makes new Blood

i old Veins. Used for Nervous

8 Debility, Mentcl and Brain We-ry,

Despondency, Loss of Ener, Paipitation of
the Heart, Failing Memory. Frice $2 perbos, 2,

for $5. Sold by ail druggists, or mailed {a plain

New pamphie \mailed

PXg. on receipt of price.
Jree. THE I&. MEDICINE CO..TORONTO,ONY.

D U ————

THE HARDEST PART.

Judge—Did your wife hit you with
@ Dpiece of bric-a-brac?

Mulligan—Divil a brack about it,
yet ttopor, just a brick.

. T R ,A -
v 2/

Cook’s Cotton Koot Compound,
A safe, relindle recuioting

moedicine, Soid ia thres dee

roes of strergth—No, », §13

0. 2, 83; No. 3, $3 per Lox.

Sold by all drose ts, or scut

repald’ on recoipt of price,

1ed  pamplio Allresss

THE COOM MEDiCINE COL

TCRONT), ONT. (Toree:!, Wizdiar,)

U N —

CARRIES 4 TON OF BONE.
The record yield of bone taken
roin one whale  was 8119 pounds.
This occurred in 1:383.

a wieesome, Uieon:iig
”RINE lleg}:sb!nq a.n:' l‘?suh‘..;

Letien—M sine for Rod

/P2 ness, Scrness, Granyl s

e C tion. Itchinz an 1Roz-1 s

UR of ths Lyes or Lyt SR

tad e3, Motorin:: or C. i
;‘mnwr?mr mﬁ%’w‘é‘gwxs‘#o}%\;: Paers

for Murine when your Eves Need Caro,
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'k, wio was an ardent lover
gamie of checkers, had what
without doubr tho most valuable
r-board  that  ever was, 1t
ares were made of gold and silver
0 represent the  dark and light
suares:  the men weres made of
oute precions metal, with the addi-
ion el o dienwid in the centre  of
2ach zold one. Bismark teld some
friends once that it was practice of
the game on that valuibie board that
gave him the strategy.he displayed
in building the Germau Kmpire,
Oread of Asthma makes countless
thousands miserable. Night after
night the attaecks return and even
wien brief respite is given the mind
is still in tormeat &Hom continual an-
ticipation. Dr. J. D. Keallogg’s Asthma
Remedy changes all ¢his. Reliet
comes, and at onca while future at-
tacks are wasmded off, leaving the af-
flicted one in a state of peace end
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fappiness
never enjoy. Inexpemsive wod:.sol}
formed iike o fish, ¢the jaws deing the Imest everywhega .




