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SOFT PORK A MENACE—WANT
BACON, NOT LARD.

Somewhat of a new difficulty ini

bacon manufacture—or rather, a very

old difficulty in accentuated form—is
pressing upon Canadian packers. This
is the growing proportion of hogs
which, when slaughtered, yield what
is kncwn as “soft pork.” This con-
sists of softness in the fat and a gen-
eral flabbiness which makes it impos-
sible to prepare a “best” Wiltshire
side from these hogs. Such sides can
only be classed as seconds or thirds
ir the trade, while in the worst cases
they are almost valueless. As stated,
an undue number of Canadian hogs
this year are cutting out soft.

This is all the more remarkable in
Canada because it {3 the one aspect
of scientific bacon production which is
generally considered to have been

most thoroughly studied. “Aside from,

soft pork investigations very little ex-
perimental work has been carried on
with the definite aim of ascertaining
the effect of feeds and feeding on the
quality of the ultimate product,” Mr.
G. B. Rothwell, Dominion Husband-
man, wrote in a recent report. The
Ontario Agricultural College, Guelph,
and the Central Experimental Farm,
Ottawa, many years ago did extensive

experimental work on this subject but

apparently its practical application
has been lost.

“One of the greatest defects in qual-
ity with which Canadian packers have
to centend is a tendency of some of the
sides to turn soft during the process
of curing,” to quote Professor. Geo.
E. Day, who wrote about 1906. “Sof:-
ness has nothing to do with fatness;

velop softness than a fat one. In a
soft side the fat is soft and spongy
and sometimes even the lean is affect-
ed . . . The percentage of soft sides
is sometimes very high, even as high
a8 15 per cent. It will be readily
understood that such a condition re-
presents an enormous shrinkage in
value; and this loss is bound to be re-

flected in the prices paid the farmer

for his hogs. This is not a matter,
therefore, which affects merely the
packer. It affects the bacon industry
as a whole and the farmer, sooner or
later, must shoulder the loss.”

Professor Day enumerates as chief

- causes of seftness in bacon: Exclusive

meal feeding, corn, besns, lack of ex-
ercise, lack of finish,
holding back sand lack of maturity.
For the comfort of our producers
andpackarsalikeitmaybeadded
that this is & problem in other coun-
tries also. In the current issge of
“The Journal of the Minister of Agri-
culture” in Great Britain there are
the results of a special investigation
into soft bacon. The writer states:
“The lack of uniformity in bacon pigs
is one of the chief handicaps of the
curer. Soft fat is detrimental to
bacan and hams not only on account of
wastuge when cooking but alse be-
tause such fat develops rancidity more
rapidly than firm fat. Moreover the
&ppearance of the bacon leaves much
to be desired. Unfortunately there is

no certain test by which the curer can
forecast the nature of the bacon-fat

from an inspection of the freshly kill-
ed carcass. Consequently it is not pos-
sible to pick out the defective sides
and hams until curing has been com-
pleted. The curer’s aim is to trace
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What has been responsible for the
remarkable interest which has de-
veloped in the past few year in land-

>

the cause of soft bacon In order to

Perhaps a misunderstanding of the
! bacon hog campaign is partly respon-
| sible for the present situation. _Under—
]feeding resulting in lack of finish and
| holding back hogs tending to run to
'fat are both prolific causes of soft

fpork, The attempt of many farmers

i

ito turn thick hog conformation into
'the “select bacon” grade may have
this effect. This emphasizes the fnyt
that what must first be obta.ined is
bacon conformation, by adopting the
right breeds which then will carry.the
finish to pr&me “best” Wiltshires
without excessive fat. Breeding gnd
feeding go together and the pnncu')le
of feeding should now receive special
attention.

Pork and lard are two of the larg-
‘est items in the food supply of the
American people, according to a re-
cent statement from Washington. The
'average annual per capita consump-
 tion for the last five years was 67.3
, pounds of pork and 12.5 pounds of
lard, as compared with 60.9 pounds of
;beef. In several recent years the con-
 sumption of pork alone has exce.eded
‘that of all other meats combined.
i Those who fail to understand why
! Canadian farmers should raise bacon
"hogs when United States farmers
"have had such good success with the
lard type will find a partial answer
tc their problem in the above quo:ia-
| tion from the Washington report, says
i the “Family Herald,” Montreal. The
American farmer has a homs market
' at his door for his lard and pork. The
| Canadian farmer has not and his
. hogs, if produced in any large num-

quartity.

“We cannot export hogs to the Un-
iled States market as it is already
'supplied with hogs grown in that
ccuntry. Last year the United States
'exrorted many miilions of pounds of
iportk and perk products. Our only
‘alternative outlet is the British mar.
I ket, and that calls for bacon. Not just
‘any old bacon’ but bacon of fine gaal-
ity, put up as ‘Wiltshire sides,’ bacon
up to the standard the British con-
sumer has been accmstomed to from
Tenmark ard Iraland. Unless our
bacon fs up to that standard it will
not command the top price. Whe'her
our cousins will continue to
‘prefer pork. apd lard te baesn camnot
be foretold nor does it matter to the
Capadian hog raiser, since the pro-
duca-themcanbetrustedtoshape
his product to the demands of his
home market. What we necd to do,
is to shape our product for the market
| to which we have to cater—in ihis in-
stance the British bacon market.”

—_——

Learn the amount of lubrication
'needed. Too little means friction and
worn parts. Too much means g gum-
' ming and a clogging of parts, and the
| fouling of spark plugs. Enough is
enough. Know how much that is,

F

Take out insurance coverage as a
matter of business policy. The wise
, man does not run any risks from
which he can protect himself. A talk
‘with a reliable insurance agent will
prove illuminating, and the relatively
small amount spent for insurance pro-
tection, is worth while in satisfaction,
peace of mind, and possibly in the
settlement of some unexpected claim,

b S — e

INCOME
; through

reguler

particulars of the plan.

‘m
NofrYork

AN INDEPENDENT

3 of saving and investing a fixed portion
ot her monthly income in safe bonds.

i How to budget your income and determine, from

the pesults of investigation into thousands of cases,

the coerect ratio between income and i

c&?ﬂvdua'ibedhourbooklet “Buying Bonds
Partial Payment Plan.” Send the

€0 sur nearest office for a copy of the book and

Zmilius Jarvis & Co.
' Toronto

love ;-
abolish it.” | amongst our Ontario people of &

ber, must be exported, as the hqme] ' h
in fact, a thin side is more apt, to de-, market will only consume a limited| attractive and splendid farm home

scape gardening and its attendant
features? Is it a deferred

for the beautiful in Nature? We can
hardly attribute it wholly to this be-
cause such an appreciation of Nature
has always been apparent even
though not openly expressed. From

some unknown source a stimulus hasj architect and engineer; he may cven, Luke is the story of the

arisen or it may be just the natural*
development, on a wide scale, of the!
expression of such sentiments. [
i To-day, in all of our cities, prac-!
tically all of our towns and many of

provinece to show. The trouble is
that we, s farmers, have not yet ac-
ceptedtheideso_fthevalueufnl:eal
home rather than just a place to live.
Attractive homes—the surroundings
are a vital feature—play a very im-!
portant part in the rural problem and
its solution. f‘ : s Ba
The average farm home )
made attractive and oftgn beautlfu!l' i
with very little expense in money 0 !
labor. The farmer can be his own

under some conditions, supply most
or all of his own material. !

Since the farm home is set in the
midst of natural surroundings any

attempt to do landseape work shoulldl o4y Jesson.

The Sunday School Lessgy

AUGUST 6.

Lesson VI: Luke 8: 1-3; Matthew 27: 58, 56; Joh, 19.
25; 20: 1-18. Golden Text—OQur soul waiteth
for the Lord; He is our help and our
‘ shield.—Psalm 33: 20.
LESSON SETTING—Our lesson to-day ymt.‘ Proximity in the narrative
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“The milk in this can is from con-| A rest period follows after a hen| John 19: 25. There stood by the! Common alfalfa has a viciet ! yer L Sreiiaiy

tented cows”—=so runs the legend to
;be Seen on a certain brand of evapor-
i ated milk. Finding ourselves in close
proximity to one of the large farms,
where such cows are kept, we went
out of our way a bit to make the per-
sonal acquaintance of these much ad-
vertised contented cows.

The first thing to greet us upen
entering the big dairy stable were two
conspicuous signs which gave ug, to
understand that the advertising 'slo-
gan was backed up by practical meth-
ods of dairy work. One of them read:
“No Swearing Allowed. These Are
Contented Cows.” The other advised
us that “Kindly Treated Cows Give
More and Better Milk.” We hunted
up the barn boss and asked him to
tell more about the phase of the work
suggested by the placards.

“Well, you see, it’s something like
this,” he replied. “Those signs mean
just what they say. You can under-
stand that in a big place like this we
get all sorts of help. The average
helper around dairy stables is more or
less of a drifter unless he happens to
be some young agricultural student
who comes here for a bit of experi-
ence.

“Among the men who come and go
there is a certain percentage always
that is accustomed to cuffing cows
around, speaking harshly to them,
and all that. If they do not learn
anything else while they are here,
there at least learn that a cow 1is one
of the most sensitively strung of farm
animals. She can tell a cross word
every time from a kind one.

“And we know that a large por-
tion of the milk drawn at any milking |
is manufactured, so to speak, while |
the cow is at the pail. If a cow stands
in fear of ;a cuff or a kick the pro-
duction is curtailed. This is an im-|
portant factor with us for we have at
all times a number of high-producing |
cows on test and the ‘holding back’
even of a small quantity of milk at
each milking makes quite a differenca
in the final total.

“When a new man comes into the
barn we advise him as to our rules in |
regard to the kind treatment of our
animals. We show him these signs,
We impress it upon him that they are
not intended for the amusement of
visitors, but as a rule of conduct for
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the men who handle the amimals, As
a rule, our men fall into the spirit
of the thing quite readily. Neow and
then we have to let a man 20 beeaunse
he has become too set irr his way.”
As we drove on, the phrase, “Kind--
ly treated cows give more and better
milk,” kept recurring to us. Then we
remembered that the Swiss )
usually croons to his cows while he is
milking her. We recalled, alsg, cf
having read of someone who operated
a phonograph in his milking stable
at milking time. .

Here, it evidently appears, is a bit'
of cow psychology that has been over-
looked by the average dairyman. The'
harsh word, the whack over the back
with the milk stool, the cuff and the
kick should go into the discard in
stables where it is desired to seemia’
“more and better milk” without a
single extra cent of expense for ad.'

-ditional overhead.

controlled

by adding lime-water to the soil |

has laid a series of eggs and is usual- ¢7038 . . Mary Magdalens. Mark QHSIWhiCh differs in degree of 4 Rl fuss Bot (}
: - is us that there were many women near from a very pale to a comparatively : R
ly accompanied by broodiness. This | ; . IS noL refreshe
” iog the cross,—those who. had followed deep color. The flowers of the Var- S
e i uccsaling egg series o T ten. who: hnd followed, iegated  Alfalfa, however, include | be Jomact
must remain dormant for two 9T had ministered unto him. It was ‘shad ¢ bl ’ ’ " e This s 0 coudi
three months until the hen has hat"h“‘therefore, no passing enthusiasm that"W 1 - oi 1 tue. frelen lalri‘ 1“"({}”?} \EJ Wois' Piuk
ed a brood, reared it and gained the made them follow Jesus through Gal- €. as vioet and also blends of these Give Dr. Wiil
vigor for further d e - t This ilee in his days of popularity. When colors with each other. The July

will probably bring her into the molt-| the dark days came they still clung
ing season, in which case there will to him and watched him
be little chance of egg production for, though

100 days. If the hen is in
in the beginning of broediniess; how-

ever, the whole dormant period is|

changed to one of activity.

The broedy hen, if allowed to re-| After
main on the nest, soon becomes thin' Magdalene came very early in the

and emaciated. She eats and drinks
very little and thus draws heavily on

her internal storehouse for susten-’

ance. Egg production results from declared that Jesus is risen, Matt. 28:
' & secondary circulation—g circulationl 5.

that can progress no faster than it, runs to Peter

daily wear and grind on the body tis-

to meet the daily need, or just equal ™

to it, there is
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i lighter., These
College, the common alfalfa of On- ; . o
‘ that these tonic
tario has proven tender and the varie- ;
: . . any trouble cul
gated hardy. This variegated alfai\ You can get
is being grown successfully in a num- medidine dealer
ber of counties in Ontario, such as a box from Th
Welland, Lincoln, Peel and Haldi- cine €0, Brovk
mand. In Peel County an A\ifalfa - .
Club has been organized and this =¢a-

in deep,

hopeless, love, as he hung on

 JEE. WITNESSING THE RESURRECTION OF
JESUS, JOHN 20: 11-18.

V. 11. But Mary strod without.

the Sabbath was aver, Mary

morning, bringing spices to complete
the work of love begun by Joseph and
Nicodemus. She finds the tomb
but an angel is there who

B i

 empty,

In amazement and sorrow, she

and John and tells of : PR Th
can be supplied from the ordinaryjthe Empty tomb and follows the two SO oveR' one hundred ﬁ!\ld W SRR God gl\'!ﬁ nie la
disciples as they run to the tomb and  82ted alfalfa have been ontered apd Lest t6 th6 bl
S 3 % 3 8 DIOW
It t : - on th ient find it empty, as she had said. Weep-|1nspected for seed production. <ov. . 5 s
sue he circulation is insufficient She had not comprehended the | eral carloads of hardy alfalfs s : When ;t!l;}z (hf;dd
‘message of the angel. The one! was shipped from Peel County i1 1123 t vemen
no surplus for egg thought that fills her mingd is that she|in addition to a considerabls amo it i Lerd, glve e i

development. !

Hence, it is a matter of dollars and

cents that this self-imposed starva.'more look of sorrowing love.
a8 a result of the broodiness,|

tion,
should be intercepted at the earliest
possible moment. It is much easier
to discourage a hen from broodiness
the first or second day than it is to
break her after she has _been so for'
several days; her appetite is gtill

active and the habit of sitting is not’
so conflrmed. During the spring and

early summer months the nests should

be examined every evening for heng first of all in his r¥surrection life.
that show a tendency toward broodi-|
ness; those that show signs by cluck. the gardener. Mary’s eyes were filled

ing, ruffing of feathers and general

defensive attitude should be removed. Her mind was latracied
There are many ways of breakingf
up broodiness, but subjecting the hen

to some form of cruelty or privation,' All these facts made her

as was the old

drink freely as well as to exercise. |

This will revive her appetite, and if‘likely to be there at

this is accomplished in the first few
days of broodiness, the
will resume activity.
One of the most efficient ways of
breaking up broodiness,
flocks are kept in long laying houses,
is to partition off the end which has
plenty of sunshine and remove gal]
nests and other fixtures that might
offer secluded spots. Put the hens in'
this pen, remembering to keep plenty
of feed and water before them ang,

where possible, to encourage exercise. ' |

If they still show tendency to con-.
struet nests, put a couple of lively“
cockerels in the pen. In a warm cli-
mate, or when weather is milgd the
same results can be obtained in an!
outdoor yard constructed at the side
of a building to afford proteetion in/
case of storm. |

If there are only a few fowls, a’
coop with a slatted bottom raiseq

about six inches from the ground win'if 1ot most, competent scholars be’

serve. The hens are not able to squat’
comfortably ® and the air currents|
passing under them is not just what!
they like; they soon become disgusted
and are glad to join the floek when'
released. Water and food should be
kept before the hens in the slatted
coop.

—-

Plan your kitchen and home ar-

rangement so that you do not do your
housework in a workhouse.

idea, may result in ize the whole truth of it all. When she
further loss in egg production. A sjt. mistook Jesus for the
ting hen should be induced to eat and, keeper of the garden, it was because

®8& organs which he had been aecusto
it In the days of his fleen. o0 [ Say

where large'and heart of Mary, Rabbonsi;

icannot find the body of Jesus to pay

: hich
the last rites of love. Looked into; one ety Sown

locally.—Ontario
Agricultural Colleges.
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Vs. 12-14. Seeth two angels . . why
weepest thou? In John’s account it is
now for the first time that the angels?
‘are seen. In the other Gospels the !
angels are seen at the first visit to
the tomb. They have taken away my
Lord.' Her grief makes her blind to
the significance of the presence of the
angels. She turned kerself back, and
saw Jesus. Thus it was to a woman
that Jesus actually revealed himself
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with grief.
Jesus was doubtless altered. ingr:ap-
pearance. Moreover, there wag in her
mind no hope of Jesug’ resurrection.
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of his earthly life were restored
Jesus reminds her that he must as.
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