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" THE MIND OF MA MARONEY

BY ALICE MARGARET ASHTON.

Ma Mahoney’s mind was on the She hadn’t meant to teil a living seul!
clock. Eighteen years of unremitting Well, she didn’t" care—she wouldn’t

work will train the hands to secom-| retract one word she had said.

plish the accustomed tasks mechanic-|

ally, but your mind has

kitchen clock if breakfast is ready i"i of regret or msnticipation. But next

morning a strange excitcment grew
within her. “It’s a simple enough thing
to try,” she decided at lsst.
got to do now, is to plan out just how
I'd like to have things. And I guess
I'll not have time to be m

time to get Pa to the six-thirty car
and keep the older children’s report
cards free from tardy marks, Nor can
thc-e be any relaxing of vigilance if
the children’s lunch is spread on the
kitchen table when they rush in pre-
cisely three minutes after the noon
whistle. With such additional duties
as washing, ironing, mending and the
soothing of childish ills and heart-
breaks, how could one’s mind find much
scope for excursions beyond the tyran-
nical dictation of the kitchen time-
piece?

“Two o'clock,” sighed Ma, resignedly
laying aside her dish-towel at the ve-
hement hehest of her youngest, “and
the wash not on the line yet. I won-
der why my babies always do their
teething in the hottest part of the
summer?”’

With a practiced hand she picked up
wailing Baby Benny from his cradle
and cuddled him capably against her
deep and motherly breast. “There,
there, honey, Ma wasn’t scolding you. I
did hope you’d hold off with that tooth
til the weather cooled a bit, but my
children are always just that forward
and capable!” »

Having gained his desire after per-
sistent effort, Benny clung resolutely
to his comforting refuge. Through the
open window a perfect “drying” day
mocked at her tubs of half-washed
clothes. And the relentless hands of
the clock moved forward. ‘

“My grief, Mis Mahoney, aren’t you
ready to come with me to that Moth-
er’'s Meeting?”” The sharp voice of
Sarah Bordon calling from the little
front entry startled the mother from
her. efforts at pacifying her clinging
infant.

“With my clothes still in the tubs?”
the answered with her ready smile.
“Not but what I'd like to go, Sarah,”
she added, with a longing note in her
voice.

“It's always the same story,” dis-
approvingly complained Sarah with
the freedom of a friend. “It would do
you good, Mary Mahoney. You just
gtay home and slave year in and year
out.”

“But [ can’t leave a crying haby
alone—nor my wash In the tubs.
Qrhool  will he out in another week.
Mavbe then T can get away,” she pro-
phosicd  hopefully.  “Anyway, - you
come over to-night and tell me every-
thing that’s said and done.”

Ma’s resolute smile lasted until the
door had closed behind her neighbor.
On her way back to the kitchen she
paused to lay the baby, who had drop-
ped asleep in her armas, on the sitting-
room lounge away from the heat and
light. “I'll never tell why I can’t go
to those meetings!” she resolved grim-
ly, as she picked up her dish-towel,
orce more,
elae in her attempt to finish her work:
hefore supper time. I

‘In the sultry, dusk of evening Mrs.
Mahoney sought the comfort of her
back porch when she heard Sarah
Bordon’s screen door slam. Pa Ma-

honey had sauntered down street, the nst often take sides with Ma against

older children had disappeared, their,
mother had not had time to inquire as
to their destination. The two young-
#:t had been put to bed. |

Fvidently indignation had not de-! wrapper ‘that hasn’t been washed

parted from the heart of Sarah Bor-
don,

“Tt's a burning shame you couldn’t
hovo beeft there,” she began as soon
fs they were seated. ‘“That talk was
just intended for you, Mary Mahoney.
[ had as much as I could do not to

some back here and take you—wash- to loan me the cups and plates to her

ing, baby and all—to that meeting!
She said we muan’t tie ourselves down|

to nur kitchen tables, although she be- closed them again without words hav-

lieves in good housekeeping all right.
She wants us to hold meetings in our
own houses, iut we were all afraid to
invite her. She says we must get to-
gether and ge* acquainted with each
other and with our own front rooms!
‘You needn’t drift whichever way the
wind blows,’ she said. ‘You can con-
trol your own life if you really want
to and go about it right.”

“How does che say we can do it'.’"!
wmrn\‘?‘?)tg:egli dmai;djus‘:o:(:fnt b::‘;: ir; ctx:mpany wxet(l; her sire},1 a sensatit}:l‘n

arily 4 3BT 't and: of being patt upon her straight
over" a countless procession of mmﬂurg young back and the sensation was
days. Tt was clear that she had had, deeply gratifying. “You leave fixing

Mrs,

very little to say akout her own lifo.
“You just do it with your mind.” ex-
plained Sarah in an awed tone. “You
think out just what you’d like to do
and how you’d like to have things. And
then you go right on acting as if it
was s0. And first thing yov know
thinzs will be coming out that way.”
“That sounds like ‘made-belicve’
‘when we were children,” murmured
Ma reminiscently. Then indignaticn
overcame her long-suffering soul.
“Maybe that kind of thing will work
for that speaker-woman,” she exclaim-
ed scornfully. “But what’'d she do,
1'd like to know, if she hadn’t a decent
dud to her back and got only a grow!
when she asked for anything? What'd
she do if she couldn’t make her chil-
dren mind, and if she had more work
than two women could do and no one
willing to help her do a hand’s turn?
How much do you suppose thinking
would help then—tell me that—Sarah
Bordon.”
“I—I don’t know,” sdmitted Sarah
faintly, rendered almost speechless by
this amsazing anc unprecedented out-

burs*.
Miy , "fahoney drew a long breath.

' Ma was too weary to lie awake that
to be on the night with disturbing thoughts either

pointed if it don’t work o

I want!”
By mid-afternoon her trial venture
in plans had beenm completed and the
experience had proved exhiliarating.
Sarah Bordon, called to the dividing
fence, had promised to carry a mes-
sage, the importance which almost
staggered her. ‘“Mary Mahoney, of all
"in this world,” she muttered, as she
“And

went back to her own kitchen.
after what she said last night!”

“All T've

| Ma i the wrappings. Carefully
lifting. out ome of the enclosed cups
she held it up for general admu'atwn‘
—delic#te:, decorations of pink and
gr‘eenwgﬁtouehuo{gawmettheir
rapt gaze. “Never,” she exclaimed,
with tears of happiness in her eyes,
“never did T expect to own such beau-
tiful cups as these.” :
“I"ll get you the rest of the set when
I can,” pa said gruffly. “I’m a little
short of money this week. Molly, you
wash one of them .cups and saucers
for your Ma to drink he: tea out of!”
And handling it as if it were a high
explosive, Molly eagerly complied.

disap-| Through the sultry heat of Saturday
the way morning Molly and her mother worked

| happily. The house did look festive
indeed with its unwonted order and
its jars of pretty flowers. Only from
the safe precincts of the kitchen doer-
way were the children allowod to view
its splendors.

The beautiful rew china cups and
plates wcre arranged on a spotless
cloth on the li:‘tle side-tuble. Thne
bread was delicately sliced for the
| sandwiches. Mofly had even laid out

Mrs. Mahoney looked upon her as- on her Twother’s bed upstairs the fresh

sembled family that evening and,
when the noise at the supper table had
somewhat subsided, deliberately and
Clearly
and with a beguiling smile she an-
nounced, “I’ve invited the Mother’s
Meeting here for Saturday afternoon, gestive package.

accurately dropped a bomb.

Pa.” .
The two “middle” boys paused

smiling mother.

looks!”

“wraprer” and the white apron.
Ma, flushed face and hair in curl-

husband entered. Again beneath his
arm was to be seen a large and sug-

| in his wife’s hands.
in.

- Pa Mahoney, slower of perception: astonished and admiring children.

than his offspring, dropped his knife,i

while a stern frown darkened his whisper, “as true as fate itself!”

countenance.

He was emphatic in de-

!

was Jim Mahoney. Could it be that tion.

Ma, most sensible and docile of crea-|
tures, would dare to defy his author- “that I have the kindest husband and

ity?

Like a born diplomat Ma hastened:

| the best children in all the world!”

L
!

* conducted ~t tho homes of the farmers.

papers, was marshaling the young
ones round the dinner-table when her

He placed the box

Beneath the cover was a layer of
their struggle for food to gaze, pop- snowy paper through which something
eyed at their unfamiliar and serenely blue and white shimmered softly. “You -
Pretty Molly Ma-' used to wear one like that,” Pa man-’
expressed her astonishment: “Mercy, aged to say awkwurdly as she lifted
Ma, how could you, the way the house out such a dress as she certainly had
not possessed ir the memory of her

“It’s true,” she exclaimed in an awed

“What’s true?” questioned Pa, who
nouncing the gadding ways of women, was looking for more of a demcnstra-

“Why,” said Ma, coming to herself,
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Weeds.

The crop pi"oducing capacity of
many an acre in Ontario has during

i i i in hi ticn and skill haye done their utmost
the past season been reduced by ter’s aid by serious illness in his home. 1 : S \ e ‘ alas, all _
e His bov is at the point of death in in vain, and hasteus over hill and dale as, all too commo
twenty-five per cent. This is too ! y 1 the poi n 1! i C to fall ‘t the fml whose daughter ha.

Capernaum.

s i fever. :
V. 48. Before acceding to his er. He was nc

keep her isolated
fever had passed a
frg thut she had g
somchody else and
could get it from h
able attitude, you
knewing that such

heavy a charge against the land and

: i re-' of the Galilean teacher. i
;):sl;;qtgscaﬁfo};egcg;w‘iegg: stand the‘q'est, Jesus reminds the officer that been kind to others, the neighbors

' i ic i d- speak highly of him, and have great J
Keep weeds off the farm by plow- f:; gsai:;‘;agn%ua};%ézr?y:g ihdeercnoz::ﬁ—, fgith in him. He was the nobleman's
| ing all the land that you intend to tion of faith. They wiil not accept a'last and only hope.
plow immediately after harvest. Culti- Messiah who does not perform miracu-!_ 2. This is the first step toward a
vate as frequently as possible with lous deeds. They will not believe in higher faith. It operates in the reaim
God except when they see extraordin- of the intellect. “Except ye see sipns

Jesus has

| the springtooth up to the end of Oc- ; - R can you or
At the appointed hour for the meet- tober.p In early I\?ovember rib up the ary manifestations. This is in accord-, %lathr;gerts};e y?acvtgl"l rwtn qg)ezimﬁ,w : results ()}‘)‘;‘?‘Ii)r(xi:(‘l d‘}]
to present her evidence. “The speaker ing the women poured in. If the land that the weed roots may be ex- ance with the whole Jewish belief that; ” e ey the heaith authorit
‘ 'God is outward, and that he is out-' truth? What principle is invoived! -

wanted a place to hold her meeting in speaker for the afternoon had Mcked
our neighborhood. It is a fine atten- inspiration, she certainly could have
tion to pay our community, but the found it in the radiant face of Mary

women seemed to shy to invite her. Mahoney. .

Said I to myself: ‘If some of the estab-|
lished families in our street don’t take tea and sandwiches, filled her mother’s
up such things folks are naturally go- heart with pride. The children hover-

then forgot everythinz one expects fine furniture in a house

Pretty Molly, demurely serving the

posed to the weather. Ribbing attaCh'..wardly revealed. It would appear" What law explains the phenomenon? - SIS

ments can be placed on the spring- iherefore. that our Lord saw in the These are the questiens our scientitic World’
s g . ’ gk or

tooth cultivator which makes it pos'ihealing of the sick, a possible hind- age specializes in. The heart of this d’s Bigs

| sible to cover a large area in a day. rance to his spiritual work, and that lesson is not the healing of’thu boy, Pa;
Insist on careful cleaning of the he only healed as necessity arose. He but the inspiring of the boy’s father The largest <hee

wished to lead men to see that God is With a true-faith.

ith . existence {s to he
inwardly and spiritually revealed. In: 3. From believing the stories ahout !

Empire Exhibitton.

threshing machine before it comes to
your farm. See that all farm ma-

: : 2 : 3 g sses a highe
ing to think us a poor locality. They ing in the background were orderly chinery is free from the roots of pel'en-,g;ei Wﬂg:’;‘]eis' }‘:? had reno::r_lced the .slesus,ot;l %&?Xgu&ﬁl I())?g::‘:st?]; 3:?}]2 Fhis mammoth w
won’t want to be moving their families and clean to an unheard of degree. nial weeds before going to another:ofsgfvine szn{shi;;s doevgznﬁzzflg:sgﬁi?wos of Jesus, Jesus wou.d be loved adventurous journe
in here. We own our place, which not Benny Boy was conspicuous by his field. !ward or miraculous chances, and hence not for his benefits, but for him-clf. to Lendon.  Being
many folks do in the street, and it’s to silence. | 4 T | he seeks to create in the hearts of men “And thé man believed the word tha carringe by rail- g
our own advantage to be public. “It has done me good to be here.””. Rough Hamﬂing Decreases  everywhere the same spiritual con- Jesus had spoken.” o Bures 141t by 241t
spirited.” " | declared the protty speaker, as she g Hog Val € ! ceptions of God. 4. The highest and ﬁ‘nal faith is ported in an enarm
The threatening frown on Jim Ma-' held Ma’s hand in parting. “It is the o¢ es. : Vs 59; I the present dass, however, ;};&tlito:m‘?geml;’ez?:\;;gef\;‘lr‘l;'l tﬁu()i\(lh“x( o S N, £
h 's Tac duall laxed during Mothers like you who work with their A four-page leaflet has been issued Jesus is faced not by a demand for ¢ : Tully, altogeiner, to be mapped cut f
oney’s face gradually relaxed during il p “ ” in Jesus, not simply in his word. but
: e . . ; hesds and hearts and hands wh by the Dominion Dept. of Agriculture “signs,” but by a father’s agony. and N Jesus, not sump'y im, ns word. but many detours v
this astonishing recital. “That’s pg, I 7 ? 0 are . : S . 1 he consents to the request. There is in him, himseif.” This avowed di-ciple- R W
” he admitted, feeli if doing the real things, Mrs. Mahoney.” (Live Stock Branch) guided by which | " g~ + ship in “hi ! se.” Vital aveid bridges 1oy
guess,” he aami ‘24&99 ing as if 3ome “But T couldn’t h d it i they the farmer and breeder may save in such a case no shadow of doubt that ship included “his whole housc.” Vital eraze in which 1]
i ave done it 1 e g g s T : . faith i tagi . d infinitelv ore °rate 1n which the ;
:;:: ::cdk'unexpecte patved h‘m\on{hadn’t all helped,” remonstrated Ma): many dollars. It points out that the Zgirspzlttmhe:hgllé%ﬁtc}:; res&l)t, a}’:,?,;’e:g: v?llo';e;::;n tﬁ:;xus dai:cofxr;;l;;y:ﬁ];“ )Ar,(r The urea of this
“But the house, Ma” protested thinking only of her initial flight into hog is easily subject to bruises, w‘:mh lives.” It is not even necessary for Dessimism. Faith in Jesus is then 836 square feet, ar
Molly, who prided herself that she the realms of social eminence. “Molly (I’lf ‘30:";9 J?;l??“ d'epreclat;onhm value. Jesus to go in person to the house. i;hr::fqld Y?Y'Ogeis of ZYOthh.t .hﬂf“d,'*) - &’ large a sheet of
could see ' farther into most things took care of Benny Boy and made the Rough handling is one of the causes, [1 1gxg power oF rarTH, 51-54. l acts, 1nspired by personal trust, .nd . was no lght tack, |
than either of h tea, epread the sandwiches and dusted. 2nd one that leads to thousands of "y 5 53 T |coming to its fulfilment in right de- that speciul appura
an either of her parents. | and ol the chil sted. | ogs being placed on the market 8. 51-53. The event proves as Jesus ;isjons, upiifting influence and %‘J_\e e ¢ o
“We'll have everything spic and And a e children have been so N0&S X _piace ) = ‘had said. The nobleman is met on his' jeeds. ' A1 for the pun
xpun: sk 5% il Lol well amongh n‘ROOd. I really haven’t had anything to ;nﬂ&cttedzvsvéghog;u}x‘ses. Smc;:, sagys thde‘ way by servants who report the joyous \ At ihe works the s
‘ N, do except enjoy myself!” eaflet, 2,000, ogs are slaughtered tidings that the boy has passed the >— ¥ means of conves
assured her mother cheerfully. “No "% speaker smiled on Molly who\ in the packing plants annually, of crisis, and lins meeaveriag. Oun enyuir-| o —— buge -uckers res
y " ohi ” | came and gave the lady her hand with Which often 15 per cent.,, or 375,000 ing when the change set im he finds| | * 1 | of . wiant octopus.
fulll of growing el dum. s pretty timidity and stood in the little 3r¢ found to have been bruised or that it occurred at one o'clock (thej | (¢ O\, | g e
Tha't 8 <o, a;‘rreed Pa‘with increas- front porch with Ma. while th tq scarred, a loss is entailed of over seventh hour, reckoned from 6 a.m. of | | Fz ol *\5 : b welse f N
ed geniality. '\:ou can trust Ma’s p'wsedp on the stizaet e the guests <900.000. In a four-month period, the Previous day, the time when Jesus ' . . 4 chors et oot &
. ] . 1 as % ! ’ . » ’ ani ‘ . ” v - ’Wiv use heside me saj
Juﬁ%ent' hM(;]lly’ N ™ Molly i | Pa came in from the back yard during which 34,000 hogs were exam- }}:i:df:r:lliiiy Xl:g::r::ncol:l?itce?inge‘lqiivf;g (5101%'8 F\Y whi < g becase
“What shall you wear? Molly in-' y1ere he had spont the afternoon ined, it was ascertained that in some j; Jesus. )(:‘ I8 rot rood at ail”
quired a bit superciliously. Pa did playing with Benny Boy and surrepti- °3%€S the carcasses were depreciated  What appears as another tradition FRIEND D B, S
tiously listening to the talk through 2S much as five dollars in value, and of the same incident is given in Matt. ND DANDELION TELLS THE Man's boldness s
this. ;:::i'etty daughter, and the present‘ the open windows. “You kelp on your that the average ‘loss amounted to 3:5-13 z:inri Ii{uke 7:1-10. But in Mat- TIME. tion make un exce
exception was unique. | ) $2.50 per head. In cattle, the ses- hew and Luke, the man is said to be| [ i _— gremeent o
“The hostess isn’t suppbsed to dress, ;ﬁ; g:i;}:;d a:; lllis;‘:,, dtt:’w:hetob::: sion of horns is often the call)::; of i‘ mili:arghoff}cert ;“d he ldoes not be- W;:;'se ;'}lxetﬁierdx:e::g\:hg ifeﬁer d\:(\‘ e all !‘i_u“ o SR
like the others. I have a light calico p1ovw he sugpested rather shyly for Much injury and consequent loss. ;rzgfe gemaikag:alsis I;‘eigp githmvlvh?clﬁ at play;
, 2 ; .. a man given to the arbitrary ruling of » evokes from Jesus the surpassing tri-| I lay on the grass to look at the sky
A : 3 » 1 i ! = g trl- . :
:‘:;3"‘ ?’:;l ::illmr:hl v Ml w}utei his household. “Moliy will get sup- Storing Apples. ‘bute, “Solemnly I say to you, I have|And I counted the CfOUd'Shlp-‘ floating
“Will they eat?” questioned the P¢T,2nd look after the young ones to-  Dealing with the storing of apples, 70% found even n Israel so great a by. |
“middle” boys in chorus night, I guess. ! the Dominion Horticulturist, M. W, T, [2ith as this.” We may profitably add | '
)'f . | “Sure, I will,” agreed Molly. “You . o to our study t_)f the present incident' It was lovely: I'd stay there for al-
“Just f te d bit of Macoun, says that if the fruit is not ¥
UiL & CUp Of 64 and & ‘go on up and get Pa’s other clothes g d of i L lessous wihiolt muy be deawn from ays and all
bread and butter to make it seem so-. réady.” ‘ 1sposed o at once, it should, as soon these other accounts. They show us| And pay no attenti hould anvone
ciable. Sarah Bordon will be proud; 3 . as it is picked or packed, be put where what a great value Jesus placed on pay attention shou:d anvons
_In her room upstairs Mary Mahoney the temperature can be controlled and faith. Jesus wished men to see God eadl.
new china.” Ifxstened to the 185%";‘1 Pl'gﬂztwnsi the fruit kept cool. A cellar often ﬁrilght, g_rlld to believe in his perfectly Still, T thought, I'd b
: - or supper going on below. Eight sep-' answers the purpose of a store room, holy and loving will. He wished them | 9% ought, I'd better be <ure—
Pa Bulioney opened Eis Rps, but, 8"3': times before had she remained but for most varieties a well ventilated ;0 believe t}(;athall things are possible Tick! Tock!
¢ ; in this room listening to the household ropom above ground with comparatively 1T God, and that no limits can be set  And there close by was the Chi ir's
ing come to his assistance. ! machinery which always creaked aud- ir. th gro . paratlvely ., the power of believing prayer when| Clock—
“The others were all afraid to invite ibly without her supervising guidance g:yka"'lt = tem;;ierabt:sre o;wllnch car;i men are asking not for “signs,” but! Dear old Friend. Dandeii
ce. ept low, is the t. es suc b i g3 4 i, - kriend- Dandetlon o 'O
her.” Once launched, Ma seemed to But this time she was not helpless and ag Rﬁssets that shrivel ea?i)]y keep m%gurzfle zne% kelp, in t_xtm; of need. seed;
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