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-

INTERESTING HISTORY | Grace Church.

-

(3y Mr. Hemy Johuson)

f fully appreliate the honor that has'

Been conferred upon me in bein: ask-
e to tell a little of
of this Old Woodhouse Church.
same time I realize the difficulties
and the responsibility attached to the
task. For there are difficulties. So
much of your early history has never
Been recorded. Other hits of & have
sibly heen written but likely now
_ﬁ Perhaps some here today know
soraething of it that should not 1 e for-
&otlan, but it will be if some steps
ave not taken to preserve it Anyway
I feel that T know so little about the
mAany interesting events of the past
220 years. And herc is where the re-
3 onsible part of my work cones in.
ﬁ is egsential that what I tell yon to-
daw skall be accurate. Because a copy
of what { am now reading will be filed
s®my among the papers of the Nor-
Historilal Soriety. Mven if this
were not the case, I do not want to
* wrong or to misinform you.
About the earliest documentary ev-
ce that [ have been able t. ob-
n_begins with the year.1301. But
surely the history of the Old ‘ong
Paint Cireuit, of which this place was
centre of importance, if not geo-
graphically, goes further back than
that time. Major Neal landed in Up-
rer Canada on the 7th of October,
¥785, and soon afterwards ¢®mmenced
#& preach. In the year 1794, the Cir-
ew't of Newark or Niagara, was forp.-
and included practically the whole
the western part of what we know
ss Old Ot;;arli“'o th’ﬁtl;l bhad theln been
settled, wi ev. Elijah Woolsey as
fhe first preacher. This was a mis-
sion from the Western New York
Conference of the Methodist Episco-
:l Church. Now, whate-er else we
rget, we should never forget that
Methodist Church in Canada is a
wesult of Missionary effort ¢n the part
21 those who were endeavoring to ear-
€y out that injunction of the I'ivine
Man, “Go ye into all the world and
ﬁ“’" the Gospel.” The early sett-
were in no position to organize
shurches and man them with the ne-
ressary workers as well as to furnish
e money and pay the expenses. But
% =m to people from another country,
who, leoking across the borde-, saw
tiiat the Brother Canadians were in
meed of the Gospel and in no position
to provide for it themselves ani rea.-
&ing: that they could shpply that
meed, dw! supply it. In 1795 Mr. Wool-
3ey was succeeded by Rev. Darius
Dvnham. In or about the vear 1792,
the celebrated Doctor Michael Troy-
or, who was the first pertaanent sett
fer in Norfolk, came to Walsingham.
The next year the 1J. E. Loyalists be-
gan to. arrive, and year hy vear new
families joimed them. TIhus when the

®&e Long Point country had a eradu.

=iy increasing populatior which na-!

turally grew at a more rapid rate as
years passed by.

%o 1 wunt to ask a question- -Is it

reasonable to expect from what we

bvow of missionaries in seneral and

¥ethodists in particular that it would |

take years for the Circuit Rider to
peach this part of the country which
8 less_than 75 miles in 2 direet line
from .his home and a portion of his
€reuit? Two years before this time,
m 1792, there was a Mcthodist class
at Smithville, less than 50 miles as
tle crow dies, from this very -:pot

wiil
most emphatic “3jp.” Vhen‘
¥e remember that the Jong Point

Settlement was the most important | €oncession of Charlotteville, where he

sne between Niagara and Weostern |
frontiers, I am as confident as 1 am|
that [ am standing he:e that it was |
$ut a few months, perhavy but :: few !
weeks o days before Rev. Eiijah |
Woolsey fouin his way to this veryl’
hooality, with o ossibilite (shal I
siy probabilit ;  that sMajor Neal
Rad already b n here, Now, if my
idea is correci i is fully 130 years .
since the firs: Methodist preacher |
¢ame to this ne - “borhood and preach- |
e the Gospel in the Long Point eoun- |
#y. Cf course there was no churchl
edificc of any nud A jetter ror |
Lon. Peter huaeell to Bis%op Moun-!
tein, the heard f the Angliean chureh !

in Cana'n  dated the 22nd day of
dune, 1704 says that tlere was no.
sburch © st of Mingston. Of eourwe
be was {Linking of Anglican churches.

But if the Anglican church with its
prestige, iven by the fact that the
members of the Provineinl authori-
fies very largely were connected with
it, had no church building in the west-

ern part «f Upper Canada. W« ecan
.'afei;,'.\'a;’ that neither had the other '
denominations.  While saying  this,

you_will remember that the Indian. |
had the Mohawk Church. near Brant- |

(Continucd on Page 5)
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The story of the
dism to Norfolk County is,
one, and it s worthy of
here have done much
odism to the
Dominion and
inspired in them,

thenation.

story, to relate

and land upon the shores of
a great unknown

there’
claimed

of France.

-

summer.

ter the coming of the

not a single house

now called

an interest for us in that
first
Ontario.

John Wesley, and only

W. L. Lavidson, B.A ., pastor of
The 125th annivers-
uarca was o neid
s This articic held
Wui be, no doubt, appreciated Ly the
Loy o ouit ieadiss. —
coming of Metho-
a most interesting and faseinating
_ more than
passing note that men who laberea '
to bring Meth-
forefront in our great

thanks to the ideals
they have proveii
themselves a bulwark n ‘the life of

It might be interesting, by way of |
introduction to this a@ importan. |
just briefly the story
of the coming of the first white Ten
to the county. It seems as we loek
back a long way to 1669, yet in that '
year two French priests, Dollier and
Galinee, accompanied by a few othe: -
Frenchmen were the first white men
to push their way through the wild-
erness and unknown ways of the lakes !
» to them, |
land. However, in ' j
that year they landed on Dover and |
they erected a cross and pro-
possession of the lands on
the lake, in the name of the King

The Historical Sites Commission of
Qttawa have erected 3 splendid stone
cross to mark the place of the land-
ing of these men and also beautifully
protected the position about two miles
up the river where the first winter
was spent and where the first white
man’s cabin existed, a splendid stone
cairn was unveiled on this spot las*

One bundred ond forty-six years af-
French priests,
the first white settlers arrived—in
1785—and it is rather interesting to
note that at this time Toronto had
(the first being '
built here in 1794); Hamilton di(
not exist; nor had the counties east
and west of Norfolk a single settler
r—and, at this particular time, the on-
ly place of importance west of the St.
glwruwe was the village of Newark,
Niagara. Norfolk had nat- ‘
ural resources and advantages that
lttrutedthesettlerandtovgay it has

if was the

county in all Western

- Very soon after a settlement was
made, Methodism also made its pres-
ence felt. It was only seventy-one
years after the name ‘‘Methidists’
was first given to the followers of
ixty-one
years after the first Methodist so-
iciely was founded in old London that

the first Methodist society in West-
ern Ontario and in Norfolk County be

| gan to take form. This_takes us back
Niagara €ircuit was formed in 1794, to a time only about nine years aft-

'er the death of John Wesley.
. Elder Freeman
|

| Before the dawn of the 19th cem.
there came to the

| Settfement,”

wife and two
Longue Point

second son was two
came to Lon
year 1800. He was thirty-one ye.

came and he drew from
the government, lot 24 of the 4th

erected one of the finest christian
homes that Norfolk has ever had. He
was a zealous Methodist and to him

is aseribed the honor of gathering

the nucleus of Norfolk’s first Moo,
odist Society.
. He was one of the leaders in build-

‘mg the first Methodist Chureh in the

settlement, which was Tocated in the
present Woodhouse Cemetery ground

is was aceemplished before he had

n in the séttlement two years.
Previous to the building of this first
church, the services had been held m
the homes of the settlers and in log
school h.\ise.
Elder Freeman spent a good part
of his time in the settlements from
Niagara to the Detroit River. It was
necessary that one who could travel
the count)y in that early day should
constitution, and Elder
Freeman had a fairly strong bedy,
but the constant fording of stream-

;and exposure broke his health while

yet in his prime and he died in 1835.

years old they :
Point. This was in the '

/

‘ Freeman was to
settlement, |

7
H
}

Story of tie Coming of
~ Methoaism to Norfolk

Pt. continued
iDooosy we atpiin tae r:uu\yng in- meetings). Elder
Gboresury arideier u “Euarviy Lays of | jtable mountain of
~Methodi-m 1n Nouioik tountv,” by ! two chairs when

Major Neal Next In Line.
The next cnaracter
Major Neal. He wa-
Carolina and was a Major in toe Brit-
ish army at the time of the Revel
ul.cnary war. After the war he went

]
&
®

the Niagara frontier Wwhat -Daniel
the early Norfolk

Rev. W. H. Garnham, while min-
ister at Port Rowan, discovered that
Major Neal spent a portion of his
tlihfe and was buned

e in
srtr.n'u:;m::.;tm.y rking these graves were all
covered with rubbish.
were discovered and after much ef-
fort the present beautiful Memorial
Church was erected at
and what remained of the bodies and
the stones were placed therein.

:Natlun Bangs Ministry.
While Daniel F
Neal began the la:

the influence of two

| ers Coleman
' Elder Jewell
him which
 training he was commissioned by El-
der Jewell to go to the Longue Point,
1to develop a circuit.
, discouraged thac he was determined
| to leave the work but by the flooding
- of the Grand River he
red. His way
et the

' ham, Ho

Little Y

he did

In 1805 the Canada District com
| prised the following
|Point (with Bishop Luther as pree. -
. er; and a membership
' gara, Smith’s
 Bay of Quinte,

Lake Simecoe.

The Ryerson Family.
No history of Wo

or Norfolk County,

would be complete withoyt a word or -
two of a family who have played a  ™°rial cross on Brant
part in the life of the Meth- A and

for 14 weeks (pmtrac*
Prindle

ied with his wife at
Walsingham.

reeman and Major
ying of the founda-
. tions of Methodism while still local
preachers we have to record the com-
.ing of MNathan Bangs as the first
ordained Methodist preacher in the
year 1801 or 2.

Bangs came to Canada as a sur-
veyor and teacher but came under

and Sawyer. Presiding
asked Bangs to assist

brightened and he stuck
Jrk. A general revival broke
vic and that yveu: some thr»: hundred
. people ou tue v.st circtit were eon.
verted. His next church was in the
'Bay of Quinte circurt
isight of him from Norfolk County.
’But we remember him
| stationed ordained minister.

wilds of what was | A Wde Distriet.
| then known as “The Longue Point ;

a young man with his
children. The name of
| Elder Daniel Frteman will long stand
out as one of the leading men in the
Settlement. He was
born in New Jersey in 1769. He mar-
ried Pheobe Swazie and when their

Creek, Yonge street,
Oswegotchie,

, Ottawa
,and Montreal, with a total member-
. ship of 1787.
In 1806 the Long Point circuit was
comprised of settlements
: Wiudham‘,l‘hChaﬂo&eville, alm
ton, Malghide, rches-
 ter, Southwold, Needham, Yarmouth,
' and Oxford. Some cireuit!
| - Howgver, jin 1818, the eireuit was
somewhat enlarged and at that time
it extended fromr Long Point, through
Norwich, Oxford, Blenheim,
' Ancaster; the villages of Dundas and
Hamilton, ‘'down Dundas street to propesal
ork, and up Yonge street to |

odhouse Churel, |

mentioned is
born i

The
However, they

Port Rowan,

-~

Methodist preach
and after some
He became

s0

was prevent-

and we logse
as the first

cireuits: Lonz_
of 125): Nia-

of Burford,
Walsing-

Burford

DESTH OF SENATOR MeCARL|

Senator Alexander MeCall vessed
a¥ay early-Wednesday morning, June
16th, at his residenee, “Homewood,”
after a lingering illness, in his S4th-
year.” His death removes from: our
midst one of the early pioneers -of
Norfolk County, a gentleman who
| both in private and public life hadi al-
ways commanded the deepest respect
and admiration of his many friends in
this county and elsewhere. He led
an extremely busy life from his earl-
. |iest beyhood until the closing Years
of his life, and only the possession
of a splendid physique enabled him
to carry to a successful completion
the many undertakings in which he
engaged. A
. He leaves to mourn his demise, his
widow, who was formerly Sara Mac-
Innes, daughter of Andrew MacInnes,
of Vittoria; one son, Harold; and two
daughters, Miss Carrie MeCall and
Mirs. Jessie Laing of Simecoe. A third
daughter, Mrs. Peterson, predéveased
him some years ago.
W. C. McCall, of Simeoe, and two
i . many sisters, Mrs. Mabee of Simecoe and
L e — U’E‘} Mrs. Henrietta Kyle, of Los Angeles,
also remain, and there is a'large fam-
iiy connection in town and county.

Native of Ch;rlottwllle ’

Senator McCall was born on De-
cember 20th, 1841, at the old family
homestead, Charlotteville Centre, the
son of David McCall and Harriet
Mann, and the great-grandson of Don-
ald MeCall, a Scotch soldier who was
engaged at the capture of Quebéc un-
der General Wolfe, and who later
fought through the Revolutionary
War, and came to Norfolk County
with the United Empire Loyalists.
At an early ape, Alexander McCall
entered into the lumbering business,
which at that time was the outstand-
ing industry in South Norfolk.
is recorded that in the vear 1865,
Messrs. Alexander and Thomas Mec-
Call entered into a partnership in
the lumbering business which enjoyed
a high degree of prosperity for many
years. They owned two steam saw-
mills, producing about four million
feet of lumber per annum, and giving
employment to about 35 men. They
cpened a lumber yard at the Canada
Air Line Railway station at Simcoe,
where the greater portion of their
(ut was assorted and piled away to
season. This branch of the business
vas under the direct management of
Alexander McCall, the senior partner.
The firm owned and operated a total
of six schooners, carrying lumber
from Pt. Ryerse to distant markets.
They were, at one time, the most ex-
tensive holders of standing »nine in
the county or any of the adjoining
counties, the quantity owned py them
being over 25,000,000 feet. In later
years ke went farther afield and car
ried on a large business in the export
of Quebec timber.
wiaich he operated inrinded nct only
Ontario, but half a score of states.
With Alexander McCall, the lumber
trade was a life-time vocation, and
urtil recently he was actively engaged
in the business.

For Norfolk First

In the public life of Norfolk County
ard in every matter relating to the
advancement of Norfolk's interests,
Senator McCall was always promin-
et He was responsible for the pre-
s2nt C.N.R. branch from Simeoe to
Port Rowan, and of recent years he
had been an ardent advoeate of the

to electrify the line. He was

{ ikewise one of the foremost propon-

ients of harbor improvements for Port
It was largely through his in-
{ﬂuence that the Dominion Monuments
iand Sites Commission erected the me-

| Dover.

however brief,

‘odist Church and who were nurtured .luce of

year. :
The first burial in that old Wood-
house yard was Elder Freeman’s

littie daughter,
der
wife lie there.

this old pioneer. As far as the writ-
er was able to ascerta.n, the work
t*at Daniel Freeman carried on for
3ome time was as a locii preacher.
Le must, however, nave. been later
fully' ordained, for in some of the
early minutes he is stationed, and he
also applied for a licnse to marry
in 1801, but this request was refused
from di ministery,

this litle carly eharen Rad. i is only
necessary to ment.on the ia.c of

withheld |
tie type of laymen |

the: name of

Mary Swazie, and EL '
Freeman’s body and that of his

l
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and prosduced by the early work and |
influence of the sadrle bag preachers
of Norfolk Countv—the Ryersons. |

Joseph Ryersom, who was one of the’i
settlers the
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Hill, Pt. Dover,

the cairn to mark the wintering

the French priests, and on

erton, I
g or leave

G

ministry

pposedandwhenatxslgaveinmy
name for membership he said “Bg-

understand you have joined

Methodists. You must leave them

my home.” He left, and he-

came an assistant in the London dist.

School.

‘ the father was reconciled and | larg
askpdtheladtosomehome.whichhe
dic.i’for a time.

But the call to the
was strong and the story

Rverson ‘oftbstwonldﬁ]lﬁllvolm
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One brother,
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o Thers] e
was a liberal o

Norfolk Scldiers” Men
+he Norfolk Gen:ral

the new hospital in
So-in practically every m
carried out in Norfolk in

firure. He will be sadlc

able contributor.

several years.

rmons. In May 1913, he was

sion.

Lodge.

MATTHIAS SCHILZ WAS

Rhine.

and prosperity.

township.

erative methods in the
farm products. He
organizers of the Norfolk
the—Grange Society,

erll. He was a shareholder ond
his 86th birthday
annual meeting of
of Port Dover,

troit, and one daughter, Mrs.
Criffin of Simcoe. He was

Ryerse, by about three years,

Sunday

fairs had ever led

Tawer
It was
his hand that taid the cormesstone

er of the Norfolk Co-operative
pany, and last February celebratei
by attending the
that organization,
He: leaves to mourn two sons, James
and Charles of De.
George
vredeceas-
el by his brother, Nicholas, of Port

September st}
oublie ;‘m: f
recent de. <

cades, Senator MeCall was "‘“dmii ————————
the many departments of public life
tuewhich he had been such an invalu-

While a resident of Charlutteville

the to ip coun il for

he served on Jxede wnslnpe S 1§ Sue
f Simcoe gbout 1880, and ‘was mayer
gf the town in 1893 and 1S84. -
In politics he was a staunch ¢
servative, and in the year 1908,
was elected to the House of Com-

the Senate, of which he had been a
valned member; and a regular
tna even during its most reecent

tive of the Synod of London L
:Ts a member of the 'ocal M ..enie

A

NORFOLK FARMER 50 YEARS

A real Norfolk pioneer, 3 man es-
teemed and revered by hvndreds of
friends throughout the count‘s",’d'
rarted his earthly home on Friday,
§;ne 5th, in the person of Matthias
Sehilz. Deceased, who was in his 87th
year, had re<ided for the past five

ian parents in the valley of the River
At 18 yéars of age, he ran
away from home to escape the iron
heel of militarism. On foot, he journ-
eyed through Belgium, to the seacoast
city of Antwerp, whence he embarked
for America aboard a three-rasted
sniling vessel. Arriving at New Pork
in June, 1857, he decided to come to
Norfolk County. to. see his brother,
Nicholas Schilz, who lived at Port
Ryerse. When he finally reached Pt.
Ryerse, he had the rfunificent sum of
25 cents left in his pocket. But the
day he set foot on Norfolk soil mark-
ed the end of his travels and the start
of his long, upward climb to success

For a number of years he hir-d out
to Woodhouse farmers and at one
time he was employed at the half-way
house. At last he purchased a farm
of his own on Con. 6, Lot 14, Woed-
house Township. There, for the next
50yearsofhislife,helabouredin-
dustriously and successfully.
cleared the land, built a home, and by
dint of incessant work, became owner
ofoneoftherichatfnnnsinthe

Matthias Schilz always took a keen
interest in the publie life of the town-
ship of his choice, and he served on
the Woodhouse Couneil for seven
years. He was always a strenuous
advocate of the employment of coop-
marketing of
was one of the
branch of
called No. 147

a Loost-
Com-

The funeral service at tne home on
afternoon was attended by a
e concourse of friends, desirous
ufpayingtheirlastrespecthone
who both in private $nd gublic af-

on-
he

¥

He
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FARMS FOR S.
FOR SALE—Eleven o
and Norfo

Apply to

_ 160 acres, a

dwelling,

;
A wged wells of

FARM FOR SA

No. 1 stoc

2% miles from Jas
to gravel road.

10 rooms.‘

Buildings: Barn No. 1
Barn No. 2, 26x56x18: <he
drive house, 18x24x12: he
. 48;. hen house, 12x24; S|
~AM.in good state of rog

water; w

t» cement watering basin.

ums.

]

FM trees: apples, cherrie:
19 acres fall whe:
ring grain, balance well
cres good hardwood bus
fenced. Possession at on
ifor immediate sale at $11¢

to George L. Miller, Jarvi:

/ NOTICE TO CRE]

\ IN THE MATTER of the

Thoinas McBurney My
of the Township of T
the County of- Norfol

deceased.
NOTICE is hereby give
to Section 56 of thg THaste
0., 1924, Chapter§l21, a,

ments, that all ¢
having claims o

Murphy, dece

July, 1925, to send Wy p
or delivey to thei undersig

te o the

for the Administratic

said ' dece

es and suun

of thei
account

natures,of the security, if

by, - “em,

NOTICE

> D TAKE ‘
t mentioned date th

ministrators will proceed to
the aswet™of the caid decea
the parties entitled thereto
gard only to the claims of
shall then have notice arc
s2id Administrators will ne
for the said assets or any ;

of to any

n or person:

cJaim notice shall not have
ceived by them at the tim

aistribution.

DATED at the Town of
the County of Norfolk, thi:

of June, 1925.

John Murphy, Esq., R.R

Silverhill,

Ont .,

Robert Murphy, Esq., K.}

Silverhill,

Innes

Ont .,
ADMINIST

& Mackay.

Simcoe, Ontario,'
Solicitors for the said Adini
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