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CHAPTER XXIX.—(Cont'd.)

- Stella Montrose awcke from her Y
dumborwithast.’artutthzsoundd!
the crashing vase downstairs, and]

rubbed her eyes. Hearing voices in
the parior, she jumped up, surprised,
as she i the voiees, and hur-
riedly descended the stairs.
Entering the li“lring room, u:(‘i,d care-
fuily conceaiing her surprise 1 ap-
4 nsion at finding Terefice and
Ear‘h; alive, she came forward, and
said graciously:
“Oh, I'm so glad to see you back,
safe and well. I was just having a

litt”, ip upstairs. was umable to able expression on his face.
e 2 ;and Stella strode to the doer.
captured by ruffians when I dropped:

geot your message to the sheriff—I was

from the plane.” .
Terence was eyeing her suspicious-
Iy as she improvised her story.
“But I managed to escape,” Stelta
went an, “and fimally succeeded in
finding my way back here. I was
dog tired so I went right to—"
jumped up, and interrupt-
. ed her, sheuting:

» that woman is deceiving'

you. She's helping your gnemies.” .
Mary looked shocked. ' Stella, bit-

ing her lips, feigned indignation, and

started to deny Terence’s accusation,

whilc Bud Hu?:eg jumped to her de-|

fence, and exclaimed:

“Impossible, impossible, Terence.
. Y I know Stella well, we were pals
&eﬂur for several years in the fly-
_ing circus.” :

fence.

“Terence O'Rourke,” she said, ‘“why
must you, a.ways mistrust those who
would help us most—Ilike Miss Mo
rose here. And Mr. Taggart to
my father’s old friend—I remefmber
you have tried to east aspersions on
him several times too.” )

“Yes, and I siill maintain that Tag-
- gart is crooked,” cried Terence, now
angry and excited
pected, an¢d new I KNOW
gart is a’croock—and your worst
enemy!” - ..

- At that moment the door operned,
and & sneering voice broke in:

“Oh; you do, do you?”

All turned to the door, and there
stood Taggart himself. He had gom-
pleted his business at Pico, arranging
with Banker Dawson to take steps for
judgment against the ranch on the

-notes due from Marshall, and had just
arrivedattheBatholﬁeeptherem
dezvous he had made with Stella.

Taggart moved into the room, close
to Steila, and with curled lips snaried:

“Terence O’Rourke again, eh?”

Terence dropped the Idaho Bill dis-|

guise he had still been wearing, and
g.aring back at Taggart, cried:

“That’s me.”

Taggart waved his hand deprecat-
ingly at Terence and said with a hard
accusing expression on his- faces

“Speaking of enemies—are you all
blind? How much longer are you
going to be deceived by this cur, Ter-
ence O’Rourke?” ok

“An. o!d trick of”yours, Taggart.”
He turned to Mary and Bud, and
cried: -

“Mary, I tell you I have absolute
proof that this man Taggart is the
cause of all your persecution—the
wo'f in sheep’s clothing who—”"

He wae interrupted by the doer.

opening again, admitting Buck McEeod
and his accomplices, returning from

their #ain search of thephut, to meet’ . 2 :
Taggart here as he had grdered ti f”ofthethreepnmers,hzhhnmt
Before they could recover their sur-
rise at seeing the group before them

aggart, now uncovered ind désper-
i , pointing-at Mary,

tlers caught ,

and her struggies were futile.
rest pf the gang had rushed in

paz.
~ The map is useless without that.” He

7“I have long

“St;y here with your

iof them later.”
f He strode out of the room, followed

men and watch them till you hear

further from me, and we’ll take caref

by Stella.

ary now also rose to Stella’s de- reached its a

“I always SUS- | ho 3 ‘Th 1t
ays ave a little pl
that Tag-'¢, Pico now and talk it over.” he says.”

| v

| sheriff and a posse and we’il be the
jones as gets run in, while he’s got far

 mind with. me,” Byck went on in a
! low voice. “Now then, T'vegot a litt'e

'spying alone. A
office, crept cautiously to the door,

While Paggart gave these orders,
Buck listened with a suilen, di

Buck
sneaked out ecautiously behind
leaving his men to complete binding

prisoners. d

. Outside thl:n door Bsug:uixstgned to

aggart taiking yto as they
,went down_the hallway. Taggart was
saying: . -

“Did you notice how Buck acted?
He knows too much. But I have a
little plan, Stella, I have a little plan.]
We'll gorto my office in Pico-now and
talk it over.”

¢ CHAPTER XXX.
DOUBLE-CROSSING DOUBLE CROSSERS,
For some time past Buck McLeod
‘had been a disgruntled man, with a
'growing suspicion that Taggart was
ready to drop him, unrewarded for his
~services, the moment ke had finished
his use for him. His discontent had
pex when Taggart had
!eievated “Idaho Bill” te chief of the
gang &fter their fight.in the rustlers’
c
|

ere guarding the three pris-

dners, mow securely bound and heip>

.less. He called them all into a corner.
i They be'd a whispered consultation.

i “So I hears him sayin’ to , -as

they goes out, ‘I have alittla

, we’ll go

Buck told them, and waited to watch
‘their Teactions. e
all gi8wled suspiciously.
boys,” continwed Buck, “it
!locks to> me.like he’s layn’ to put
some raw deal over on us. See? He’ll
leave us here watchin? the prisoners,
while he and her goes out and gets
the swag. Then when they’ve cleaned
up, they’ll beat it, and we'll’ still be
here watchin’. He’ll leaye us here
watchin’  til along come the

away with everything in sight. Does
thit appeal to you birds? Do ye think
he’s playin’ a' square game with us?”
The men utterede expressions of
distrust, mingied with oaths,
“Well, then, boys, F see you're of a

game too. When the pie’s sliced, sup-
pgsin’ we do the slicin’ ourseives?”

“Atta boy, Buck,” one of the men
yeled. ,

“Shut up,” growled Buck, pointing
to the prisoners, and continued in a
lew voige, “An’ as to watchin’, if we’re
gonna do any watchin’, we’ll watch
Taggart from new an. Eh, what?”

All signified their eager t.

“C’'mon then,” Buck said “We'll
take the upper trail to Pfeo, and get
| there as sven as he does; an’ find odt
: what he’s gonna be.up td.” .

! The men inspected the bends and

them up in spots, and filed out of the

room. .
’ ‘Bucklefthismenatthel’icéhtr
 to await his return whi.e he did

He went te T

through the keyhole, and|
; listened.

| “We've got to act quickly,” Taggart
was saying.

“Why not start to-night?” Stella
deman&d. - .
m“&aw therel;:d one

ing missing,” Taggart replied with
chagrin. “The secret of the to

fondled his topaz watch charm.

plan,’[ “Some hellishly queer, things goin’

i

“I’ve got the topaz itself—here,” he
continued.
how to use it. DPve
out first.” He pa

suspected—for reasons

of my own—that Buck McLeod is ':!mi
man who knows the secret of the
I'll see hunm'.’ the morning,'

said Stellg. granted to the City of London by King!
“He will,” laughed Taggart. “We’l’ John tn 1211 .
slice of the swag.| A¢ the same Court the Rembrancer,

offer him a go
map and the te

“But I don’t yet know |~ A

to find that. performed recently at the Law Courts
then went on:| ot London.

o Sy o B

that,” Stella replied. “But he doesn’t
—he’s heipless

Sought Haaman AMd.
~  There are many anthentic Instances
in which a wjld animal when “aorely
» Eressed has instinctively turned to a
‘_ bumen being fer. succor, and ene of
thess which eame under the writer's

overheard the liitte- Her sister-inlaw was sitting out in

were havin’.”
b surprise; an
,;-g\g,,f “ealm, and simply replied,
es? . ;
A foer t's sil was In progress, and was rapidly com-
ingly: . » Buck "id; ing im her direetion. Being‘'a great

¥: i
i fallin’ is stuff, , lover of animals, her heart went cut
?§o 'g::’n!,eafhr a ;:;aebﬁn gra'bm witlf a throd of compassion to the lit-
‘and went on, “Looka kere— tle creature, whatever it was, which
he’s gonra pull the same game on you., was at that moment flecing for its
€’s gonna double-cross us both if he life. Secarcely hag this thought coms
can. Why, he told me he was usin’ to her when there leaped into her lap |

eountry home iz & beautifu] part of
Ireland. Suddenly she heard the bay-
ing of haounds, and knew that a2 hunt

the flalds one day not far from their|

Ty
E
I

You only ’cause i i ¢ 1 ot wild
When hy's e %,;hatwﬂdeatandahmt all |
;.2?,,,;“’3: :g :::n Without a moment’s hesitatien she
Stella smiled. : caught it up in her arms, and ran to-
-1 thought of all that,” she said.| "ard the house. ‘Behind her cams the-
“Bu- he’s not the only smart cne.”| d0g&s, giving full tongue, and behind
‘You bet he ain’t,” Buck said. “And| them the horsemen in their gay red
I DO know what the topaz means. But| hunting ceats; but never for a secand
he ain’t never gonna learn it from me.| did it oceur to her to abandon the lit-
tle animal which in its hour of necd

And I-’mdgotllz:;: %:t my ha;d&:: t'['mt

map—an Paz—an " had turned to her for aid. She gasped
S:mmng more broad-| o 'opo ran, “It’'s—all right! Don’t be
“I figured he might puil some game —:fra.ld. They—won’t—get you! I've

on i idn’t! 80t you—now!”

e, ke he was on yt'm, o Kl Soon ehe was racing up the terraced
gardens and up the broad stone steps,
literally slamming the door against
#he nose of the foremost dog. Once
inside, on and up the wide staircase
she ran, untfl an attic room was reach-
ed. There she deposited her little
charge, and haviag locked the door, !

tedly. put the key in her pocket, and came

“Look here,” he said, “I’ll get the|slowly and pantingly downstairs to

topaz—to-night—and we’ll go 50-50.|face the huntsmén; while the dogs,

We'll beat him at his own game. Are|nonplussed, ran hither and thither, en-
yeon?™ circling the house. _

I'm on,” said Stella, and they shook Most of the men on horseback !
ha’lll'dhseol;la:'hemamm:}) ds who haq| 72" UP on the wide gravel sweep |
been out scouting’for the stolen st ! were sactal acquaintances; one or twa

were even friende of the family. Bare-

mﬁm 3t sunset after a fruitless headed they explained to her that un-
Riding up.to their quarters, they(less she surrendered the hare their

found the door barred from the out-| day’s spert was spoiled. She listened

side, and heard pounding| quietly to what they had to say, stand-

against it frem within. ing straight and tall on the portico,
They opened it and fmmd Smitty, and answered;

Mike and Barney, the three cowboys “Gentleinen, if you stay-here all day,

or all night, for that matter, it will

who had been left on watch, tryihg to
make no difference. That little crea-

break their way out.
en around herc since you boys been! ture t.urn:d t:d medf(I)r p];‘otect;on,in

” cai itty. “Fi ) 2 its time of need, an wi ot
woman who's Do Tt o Lpane: 1 Sie of need, aud 1 » surreader it
alone. A Ii‘-’ﬂe’ later Miss'Marshall to you.” 2 '
and her boy friend comes in. 'l'ben There was no mistaking the quiet
Taggart. And then—what should determination in her tones. One by
happer: but these here rustlers comes way
back, bringin’ the stolen steers witn| 2"° grey turned and rede it
rem. > Ore gang of ’em s us, and dog fcllowing; and soon only the usual |
locks us in here, while the rest of ’em
runs the cattle baek into the corral
where they belongs. Now ‘what do ye
make of that? Since then, everythin’s
been quiet, and you sees for yourself
there ain’t a soul in sight now.”

“We better Mop up to the ranoh
house,” suggested Barne , “and R
just what’s what.” " na see strument befcre the pcint to be tested,

The boys all went for the ranch|and judges from the resonance wheth-
house, lickety-sp!it, and entering found| er the cavity contains fluid or is
Mary, Terence and Bud _bound and empty.
gagged. They released them - and v
Terence made a brief explanation of
what had happened. The beys receiv-
ed instructiens

. handbag she drew the two
pieces of the map.

They beth grinned. :

“And the ?” asked B

“Well, I couldn’t get away with

know hew to use it, and without this
. Buck’s eyes .gienmed ela

air. ?
' —-—0-*——-’
Tuning Fark Tests Nose.
A Danish physician, Dr. Skovman,

tests "for suspected sinus infection
with a fuming fork; he stands the in-

P
-

———

quiet, pastoral sounds pervaded the |

Minard’s Liniment for stiff muccies, |

equal
life steadlly and see it whole? Wil
they passionately care for anything in-
audibla, invisible; will they serve ende
removed irom their own selfishness:
wiil they !ook up to crowns thet are
higher than their hepds, es Bunyan’a
muck-raiter forever réfused to de?
Wha: wil become of art and literature
an! «<ience in their Bande? What
i ttuy <o with the trust of life it~

* Where Canada Exceis. ,
Murder is a crime in Canada, evem'
when the victim is a boot'egger, which
undoubtedly helps to account for «
murder rate which is only a fractiom
of that tn the United States.
—p— ~
Glycerine Defles Frost.
A national survey among users and
suppliers of motor cars to ascertaln
the advantagea of glycerine as an antis
freeze substance indicated that yeliow
distilled glycerine is a satisfactory
anti-freeze compeund.

wvid Surcd, scecause they tra-

4D e endured to conserve what -

the _:reant snjoys and the fature in-
berits Gave g right w0 expeet these
who e 2cming upon the scene to take
Up - s and carcy it as they did

ir “kois Ume.
e - e e e

Fouviad 3 il2el Home.

Recentix 1 :tilren’s  jnstitution
was movine-row one Liuilling to an-
other and they dif no. cars to have
go through 21 the eicitement of fiit-
ting. A woman in the suburbs was
asked to board the child for a fort-
night and this she consented to do.'
When the time came for the haby ~to"
go back to the institution, the woman
let it get as far as the door and then
eompleely broke down and begged to
adopt it as her own. The result is
tha. the baby is now permanently and
safwfactorily provided for. This is
capable of repetition and Social Work-
ers are well advised in seeking ot
suitable foster homes. !

e e

A ‘hinged device with testh on its
face, to be worn on the kands, has
been patented for handling cakes of
ice.

ranch, and left, for  guarding the As a thank-offering for his son’s

“Well, Mary, I guess you’re convine-
ed about Taggart and this Montrose
woman now,” said Terence.

“Yes, Terence,” and she smiled half
apologeticaily for not having agreed
with him at first. “But what shall
we do next? Sinee that’s what he is,
he’ll probably have the rancif taken
from us teo satisfy the notes—he’s very
friendly with Banker Dawson.”

" “We must” find the treasure at
once,” said Terence. “That will save
everything. It’s luecky I made a copy
of the map.”

He pendered. -

- “All we need now is the secret of
the topaz,” he said. “And to get that,
I must run down this man Buck. FIi
take kis trail at once—this very night.
And I'm not coming back unt#l I get
my man! Just befere they left—re-
member ?—Buck said ing about
gom; to Pi’t’:o. Guess that’s my first

about to build a hug= structure, con-

etc. Ten per cent. of the profits will
be devoted to missionary work.

or BYEING

Y. | = : '
“Yes,” chimed in Bud, “you can’t _ We bm Master

“We're going with you,” Mary an-
nounced determined!

tell—you may need heip.”
(To be continued.)

#_‘
Faggots for the King.

very curious old 'ceremony was

Cleamer Service to
your deer and pay
carriage charges one
way.

Your clothes and
heusehold furnish-
ings rum no risk in
the hands of our ex-
perts.

Prempt service and -
pestage paid one

way. -

It consists in handing over te the '
ing's Remembrancer. by the sollcitor}
of ;he €City Corporation two tam,}
the old time “rent” fer a plot of land |

the horses and repair the armour

. of the knifits who fought in the tour-

it
Ffari

1]
i

4

!

recovery a Brooklyn contractor is

taining hotel, church, bank, stores, |

Brevity may be either the soul of
wit or the poverty thereof,

—

“DIAMORD DYES™ :'}
o ‘COLOR THINGS NEW §

| Jus€ Dip to Tint or Boil
to Dye <

y

Each 15-cent pock-
age containg direc-
tions eo simple any
woman can tint soft,
. 43 delicate “shades on
B4 dve rich, permanent
/ {|| colors In lingerie,
N 'fJ [ ﬂl silks, ribbons, skirts,
f walsts, dresses,
‘\\'\—L’g ¢ oat s, stockings,
N— eéweaters, draperies,
coverings, hangings
~—everything!

Buy Diamond Dyes—nq other king—
and tell your druggist whether the ma.
terial you wish to color is wool or silk,
or whether it t» linen, colton or mixed
goods.

On a raw winter's day you
wouldn't venture out without a

good avercoat to keep out the cold.
But your inside wants keeping warm

as well.
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