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THE FARMER’S HOME MARKET

N

Low Tariff Politicians belittle its importance. Are theyright? What are the Facts?

ROBABLYnopa‘rtofthebminessoffarmingislcsstmder-
stoodandlessappreciatedthanthevalueofthehome
market to the average Canadian farmer of to-day.

First and foremost, given a Government that is sympathetic
with you, the home market is one that you can absolutely con-
trol, at all times, at least against the foreign faYmer who would

On the other hand, the foreign market is one that

moment by the vote of a
foreign government that has decided that it wants to ;gi\ge its

invade it. ( 1
you may be legislated out of "at any

own farmers an advantage over you!

Next, the market that is best worth cultivating is always the
market that absorbs the largest part of your production. The
fellow who year after year buys more than half your crop is

worth more to you than the fellow who only buys 259, of it.
That’s fundamental! There’s no getting away

' From the figures below we prove absoﬁxtzly that the home

of the produce—not
of the Ontario farmer—but of the average Canadian farmer,

If we were to leave the _

market absorbs at the very least 63157,
including the wheat farmer of the West.

home market.

portance of the

from it!

Here is our calculation. Check

gation and you will find tha
under-estimated, rather than
farmer’s home market.

Western wheat farmer out of it, it couldbgprovedtlntover
80%ofwhatthe0ntariofarmerprodnchsmnnedby»thn

The reason some people have an exaggerated idea of the im-
export market for farm produce is that they have
looked at it solely )
weexportinoneformoranoﬁxerahbutﬁpercentofon‘rgmme
wheat crop. But the wheat crop, important amlallaﬁns.re-,
“presents only about one-fourth of our total annual agricultural
production,-and it is only when we take into account what be-
comes of the other three-fourths that we arrive at a true es-
timateof&cvalneofthethemarket the average Canadian
farmer? )

from the standpoint of wheat! It is true that

1 the importance of the

) TOTAL EXPORTS, FISCAL YEAR 1924, OF

\ Agricultural and Vegetable Products. .

b including fresh dried and preserved fruits, grains, flour and milled products, bakery

i e syrup, mapie sugar and mi but
molasses and confectionery as products’ not of Canadian agricultural origin; also exciuding

outofallrdationtothevalucoftbeawicnknnlpmduenuedinthdrprodn'ethn.

tobacco, fresh and prepared vegetables,

Animals and Animal Products.

including live animals, hides and skins, leather,

agricultural origin. -

fresh meats, cured and canned mesnts, milk products,
honey and miscellaneous, but excluding fish oils, seal and whale oils, and furs other than black and silver fox

Fibres, Textiles and Textile Products.

including all wool and woolens, also flax, jute and hemp products, but excluding dinder twine, manufactyrers of
facturers of mixed textiles, and certain kinds of wearing appare!, as products not of Can

Grand total exports, all kinds of farm produceN- . . - ;
Now the icultural of Canada for ear 1923 is $1,342,132,000.
ing the ‘nn:nll agri revenue crop year is m as

'

hothcvorda,themtmrhttookonly
Canada .

cotton and silk, manu-

»037,876 to represéent

Export Prices that Fail to Govern
Home Pvices.

In attempts to belittle the home market,
the argument has been used over and over
again that the prices obtainable in the
export market always govern the prices
ob’ ipable in the domestic market.

S*atements of that kind constitute one
of the meanest forris of dishonesty. It
is probably true that,Nin the absence of -
an effective wheat pool, the Liverpool
price pretty nearly fixes the domestic
price of wheat. But the Liverpcol price
of hay, or of potatoes, is almost negligible
in its effect upon the local prices obtainable
for those ccmmodities in Canada. And the
reason for the difference is that wheat,
besides being a commodity that can be
stored indefmitely, has been provided with
terminal facilities that enable it to be
handled at a minimum of expense, and is
carried at the lowest of all freight rates,
whereas transportation costs on hay and
potatoes substantially protect the pro-

agamst surpluses only a hundred ,
miles away ! -

.Hay and Potatoes for Instance.

In 1923, for instance, farmers in-Nor-
folk receivedanaverageofmly
8114 cents a bushel for their potatoes,
while farmers in Welland County, less

' VOTE_CONSER
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Perth County received an averag
$9.28 a ton fcr their hay, whjleyfz
the adjoining County of Middy
ceived $11.05 for theirs.

differences in pri
to shake your fag

always govern
der Bay farmers, fcr
for the

they get it
inging $8.98
County, or $10.11 hay
ty? If Liverpool
the way and for the
do- wheat, Ontario

Wkat’s Sauce for the Goose is Sauce

for the Gander.

Belittlers of the home market assert that
a tanff on farm products is of no benefit
to our farmers. Is the United States tariff
on farm products of no benefit to United
States farmers? Is it mo detriment to
Canadian farmers? If a foreign tariff is a
detrinmttoCmad‘nn&rms,whywd

Se; theproaperityofthetmm, gives
4 unemployed, nddstnthepopuhtion,
: houaesrmtedmdstamthebdld—
FW ones. The town immediately has
mey to spend on the butter and eggs, the
B) fruit, milk and grain your farm
4
The foreign market isadmittedlyanimporm
market, but after all what does it consist of? Isn’t
it made up entirely of town and city dwellers—
. Wage-egrners—who cannot obtain from their own
farmcrsasmuchfoodastheynequireaotheymnat
buy from you? Isthecitxdweneranamttothe
Canadianfarmeronlywhenhehappenatndwen
in a foreign city? If we persuaded him, by the
offer of a better job ﬁ!anhenowhas,tooomelﬂl
live inCanada,wmx@dhenotbeabiueraaseth
our farmer than he is at present ?

Those who scoff at the home market would en-
courage those dwellers in a foreigx\gitymm
where they are, thus leaving our farmers in the
position where they must take’achancecnahip-

ATIVE

TARIFF AND FOR LOWER TAXATION
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