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A HOLY WAR IN ARABIA

Fanatics in the Home of Fanaticism Work Themselves into|

Frenzie to Throw Out Unbelievers

ISLAM VS BRITAIN

Arabia—that furnace of fanaticism
in which, for a thousand years, Idlam
has forged her thunderbolts—has
been fanned once more into & flame of
religious war. Abdul Aziz {bn Abdur-
Rahman ab Faisab ab Saud, to give
him his full name, King of the Hed-
das, which includes the holy places of

* Mecca and Med!na, and Sultan also of
Nejd, his inland patrimony, has flung
his wild Wahabi tribes against Bri-
tish influence at Kowett on the Per-
sian Gulf to the east and Transjor-

3 "dania, the threshold of Palestine, to

the west. And he has, curlously
enough, started his offensive at a time
when trouble faces Britain in Egypt.

It is an explosion wholly in the man-
ner of Mohammed himself—Afirst =a
8% for the true faith against the in-
fidel and the herettic, and secondly an
sttempt at conquest of territory—
Arabla for the Arabians, a Saracenic

smpire, to extend from the Mediter-|

ranean to the frontiers of Persia.

In the seventh and succeeding cen-
turies the Arabs and their comnverts,
the Turks, were able to carry fire and
sword into the heart of Spain and to
the gates of Vienna. That was be-
cause their military and political
sclence was at least equal to any ra-
sistance offered to them. In the Mid-
dle Ages Ibn Saud might well have
been a second Saladin. But to-day he
is confronted by Waestetrn weapons,
the airplane, the tank, artillery, pres-
tige. He can be checked, and the
probabillties are that, whether by
arms or by negotiations or both, he
will be.

A Romantic Eastern Chieftain.

Yet he is a chieftain whose every
gesture evoked romance. A man In
his torty-ninth year, he stands well
over 3ix feet in height. The perfect
sheik, he spent his youth in the sad-
dle, riding madly over the desert and
with his rifle, achieving fame as a
marksman.

By ancestry he was direct heir to
the Sultanate of Nejd. 1f the capi-
tal, Riadh, was held by the rival
family of Rashid, the reason—accord-
ing to Ibn Sand—was usurpation. Ibn
S8aud’'s first exploit was to put that

The Hashimites are Moslems. But
they are Moslems in touch with and
amenable to the West. Luxury,
laxity, display—so it ssemed to the
Wahabis—were undermining the rec-
titudes of the true faith. A holy war
was proclaimed, therefore, and in the
Autumn of 1924 King Hussein van-
ished from Mecca. For a day or two
his heir, Prince All, tried to occupy
the vacant sovereignty, but he also
disappeared. Ibn Saud entered the
city in triumph and was accepted as
King.
The British Pollcy.

The British acquiesced in the fait
accompll and even continued to sub-
sidize Ibn Saud. But there arose the
question, oncs again, whether the vic-
tor would be satisfied even yet with
his success, and if dissatisfled, what
would be his next objective?

In the world of Islam the Sultans
of Turkey have been Caliphs or
Spiritual heads of the faith. With
the deposition of the Sultans by the
Turks themselves the Caliphate fell
into abeyance. Shortly before his fall
King Hussein, as trustee for Mecca,
had declared himselt Caliph, but there
were other possibilities—the Aga
Khan, <the Amir of Afghanistan and
the Sultan of Morocco among them—
to say nothing of King Fuad of Egypt.
The candidature of King Hussein,
therefors, was unconfirmed when he
tell into obscurity. There arose the
question, therefore, whether Ibn Saud
would follow his example. Would the
Caliphate be his next acquisition?
Clearly his territories in Arabia, con-
sisting of the Hedjaz and Neijd, gave
him a suficlent basis of temporal
power on which to found such a claim.

He has decided on a very different
initiative. Instetad of using his posi-
tion in order to impress the pilgrims
who throng Mecca from points so dis-
tant as Java and Southern Africa, Ibn
Saud has again seized the swodd.

That his hand has been forced can
hardly be doubted. The secret of his
religious impulse.

|

' success has been
{That {mpulse was concentrated
‘against any surrender of the pure
“pr_actlce of Islam to the influence of

the Desert

e Ships of

CAMEL CONVOY ON THE DESERT OF ARABIA

These are Wahab!l tribesmen.
Tumors of trouble in that district.

mat=r straight. The clty was sur-
prised, and, astanding on the roof of
the palace, a Mahabl warrior cried:

“The kingdom belongs to Allah and
to Ibn Saud'”

After this success the struggle be-
tween Ibn Saud and Ibn Rashid con-
tinued without intermission. One by
oue villages were visited\ by emis-
saries demanding tribute for “His
Gracious Mightness the Emir of

Riadh, Great Chief, to the glory of|

Allah, Sultan of Nejd.” One by one
the villages submitted. In Arabia Ibn
S8aud became the most dreaded of all
potentates. To disobey him was to
be obilterated. They who resisted
wers wiped out,

In manner he {s gracious, polite,
dignified. As a husband and father,
he Is kindly. But as a ruler, he has
been inflexible. He stands for the
fundamentals of Islam agaimst all com-
promise. .

Strict Livers.

In Nejd a man’s life is forfeit If he
neglects daily prayer at the mosque.
To smoke tobacco, to drink fermented

Vaquor, to wear soft raiment of silk and
to covet gold and jewsels—these also
ars deadly offenses. The rule Is puri-
tanical. The great mosque is un-
decorated. Even pilgrimages ars for-
bidden. Nejd may be described as the
Scotland of Arabia—a Scotland not
without John Kunox, It has meant
that for the pent up energies of the
Wahabis the only outlet has been. war.

With the British Ibn Saud has lived
Bftherto on excellent terms. The Bri-
tish greatly preferred him to Ibn

" Rashid, who had favored the Turk. It

wad Ibn Saud thersfore who received
the subsidies, which among the oases
isdicate good feeling.

In the year 1933 thers developsd
the guestion whether Nejd and the
dhleftainship over the Wahabis would
satisfy the ambitions of Ibn Ssud.
Thers were other potentates tham he
fu Arabias, and particularly obnoxtous
to him wers the ubiquitous Hashi
mites. o
The Hashimite King of the Hedjals
was Hussein, and Hussein had three
sons. The eldest, All, was reserved
for his father’s throme.,
Abdullah, was appointed to be Emir
of Transjordanis. The third, Peisul,
pecame King of Iraq, or Mesopotamis,
It war an arrasugement as long

The second, |

There are conflicting and persisting

|the nnbellever. Ibn Saud, riding an
Arab steed, looked the part. But Ibn
Saud, seated in an automobile, ap-
peared to his more eager followers un-
duly to resemble the Hashimites them-
selves. His followers became rest
less, and to govern Nejd from Meccs
was less easy than to attack Mecca
from Nejd. To fortify his throne Ibn
Saud must set forth again on the war-
. path, Having played the part of &
Napoleon all his life, there 1s no other
part open to him to play. Whether it
be to a Moscow or & Waterloo, on he
must march,

For the simpleminded attitude of
the Wahabis there s, after all, a logl-
cal reason. Their power depends ab-
solutely—and they realize it—on the
horse and the camel, Throw open
Arabia to mechanical transit. and the
peculiar activities of Nejd, which in-
clude a frequent toll on passing cara-
vans, come to an end. The Arabia of
Doughty—Arabia Infelix for the for-
eigner—ceases to be. Whether by
reason or instinct, the Wahabis ap-
praciate the position.

- Also they are displaying what has
always been the limitation of Islam.
In their stern insistence on simple
truths and simple lives, there is cem
' tain strength of character. The Wea-
 habis’ methods are cruel, but in thefr
.own way these tribesmen are reforms-
|ers. The trouble is, however, that,
'bavlng destroyed abuses, they do not
| know how to reconstruct. In attack,
' their initiative is formidable, but ex-
| capt 1n attack they have no initiative
| Attack i{s thus their only ides
- of policy.

An Arabia, antagonized and hostils,
would be therefore s singularly un-
welcoms addition to Britain’s re

ps it lasted, relegnted Ibn
m status.,

|

IRAQ'S RULER AND HIS ADVISERS
King Feeisal s a son of King Hussein of Hedjjaz, dethroned three years ago by King Ibn Saud, who i»
starting the holy war in Transjordinis and Irag.

not as tough and inedible a fowl as
it was believed to have been, was
made after three naturalists of the
museum staff had industriously
munched the wings and drumsticks
of the New Brunswick cormorant.
-

“Bootlegger” is adjudged a libelous
term. How about “hijacker”? And
“scoffiaw”?

ant, have been liked and admired in
return.

Lawrence Could Help.

A man of the stamp of Colonel Law-
rence, who welded the Arab tribes
together In the World War and there-
by won great renown, would under
stand Ibn Saud. But there are larger
than personal questions involved. Is
it conceivable that the-Mchammedism
of the Wahabis, however attractive
may be the sincerity of it, will be abls
to avoid contact with a world-wide Is-
lam of a less exacting type? Meccs
can hardly expect to be the capital of
certain principmlities in Arabia. It is
the goal of innumerable pllgrims
whose health—to mention only one
circumstance—musi be subject to
quarantine. A British Moslem, Lord

that if he had to stand barsheaded in
the sun, it would be his death, and
this rule, at any rate, had to be re-
laxed. So with smallpox, now raging
in Syria.

In the Wahabis we see then the
last deflant stand of those shock'
troops who, centuries before the Nor-
‘man Conquest, carried the banner of
the Prophet to ruthless victory, chang-{

ing the histoyy of magkied-by w-val

-

hr m N ‘&auﬂr .é.
demolTIE ¢ . .-
demned by Mahabi orthodozy. But he
argues that he has committed no act
save what 18 In accordance with the
Koran and that he has been subjectedl
to provocation.

vered by millions Moslems bat con- | T8¢

Dreadnaught, Is Rammed

Valetta, Malta. — The colller
Corinthe, leaving the harbor here, col-
Bded with the stern of the British
battlieship Queen Elizabeth. Both
ships were damaged. Admiral Keyes,
ashore at the time of the accident, im-
mediately went aboard.

The British super-dreadnought the
Queen Elizabeth, which was launched
in 1913, played a romantic part in Bri-

al activities during the World
Was. She was an oil burner and at
the time of her launching wafl one of
the most powerful vessels afloat. The
Queen Elizabeth headed the Allled
fleet which demolished the Turkish
forts at the entrance to the Darde-
nelles. in 1915 and took part in exten-

Headley, told King Hussein plainly feive Fombardment operations at the

@uté it peninsula. She was hit by
Turkjsh shells during these opera-
 and was damaged somewhat.
Her sight 15-inch guns were reported
to hg: the most accurate ever possess-
ed By the British navy. The vessel
.y in support of the troops
hign fought at Gallipoll. The Queen
-'A=e»: was the vessel
the surrender of the German
vas arranged at a cou._rence be-
8 German and Britfsh representa-

fin I{ovember, 1918.
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et ¥a0” natfon-wide " organt effort
has ever been made to devise means
of stabilizing the situation.

“Girl Regains 'Slght Sitting at
Radio.”” Here’s hoping she doesn't
lose her hearing.

New For “

Sport” Plane
Is Planned by British Firm

London—One of the largest aerc-

seater light plane, fulfllling a similar

purpose in the air that 1s fuifilled by
the sperts ocar on the roads, will be-'
| Costermongers Now “Traders’|

. | does not now exist, #t will soon be |
brought into being as the number of

come posaible. It is believed that
i{f & market for this type of plane

private owners and club members

incresses,

end “afr taxts.”

aboard |

Prince of Afghanistan Is Latest
Royal Student in Paris Lycee

Paris—This is a “royal schoel-; Vinh Thuy, young King of Annam,
house,” Parisians are reminded I8 still in school here. He went back
through the discovery of ancther heir  t0 mount the tteone after the death

'of his father two Years ago, but has

apparent wearing out the h“imnmed hie sudies.
benches of a Iyces. The French '*i The late King Petsr of Serbla was
come these dletinguished studemts, one of the most brilllant students of
hoping they will spread the fame of  the French army schoel.
france. ! Prince Monivong, who became

Prince Heydayat Ollah, son of Ama- ' King of Cambodia last August, wae
nullah, King of Afghanistan, was'educated in France, studled at St
found to be @ student here whem his Cyr and became an officer in the fam-
royal father and mother recently ous Foreign Legion in Africa to get
visited France. He, like other mtnnlpnctk:al military experienoce.
sovereigns of many countries, will Scores of other royal personages
then go to St. Cyr, the West Point of bave had much of thelr schooling in
France, and learn all about war. | France.

“BUT YOU'D OUGHTER SEE THE TRUCK"”
The result of an unexpected meeting of a possenger bus and a tiuck at
Hamilton, N.Z. No one was injured.

The Lash for Bandits

Ottawa Journal (Cons.): Bandits of

London — Costermongers are mo' the United States must be made
longer costermongers. They have 8Ware with certainty that when they
chosen to be known as street tradera . Cross into Canada they become sub-

]And the “Street Traders Ball” was  Ject to legal machinery that is swift
The second emgine will bs of such,

superior power that it will be adapt-| |
able primartly to commercia] services Duchess of York, which in the past occasion. And there need be no

l was known as the “Costers Ball.”

and severe. The lash should be ad-
ministered to such criminals on every

official name of the function
which they entertained the Duke and

maulding sympathy for them. It may
be taken for granted that armed black-

——

guards of this type will shoot to kill
without any regard for their victims.
Gunmen in the United States aro al-
together too numerous for Canada to
view with equanimity the transfer of
their activities to this side of tho

border.
2 ,__Q.f S

British Im ts ~
Toronto Globe (Lib.): It will he well
if Oanada concentrates on British
| stock, for while the Continental im-
! migrants profess an intention to go
farming, experience has shown that
| thousands of them drift to the clngg
' and swell the ranks of the nnemploy
ed, or menace the Canadian standard
of living, once the watchful eye of the
authorities is removed, . . . British
gettlers, plus the people of the French,
race who were already here, have
proved a tower of strength in the des
velopment of the Dominfon. '

PUST—— O

The Tourist. \
“Are you going abroad next summe
mer?”
“Na, I really belleve I'm aoing om
the water wagon.”

© .
Marriage is the only Iite sentemce
_that is suspended by bad behaviom




