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The body of tha ne’er-do-well breo-
ther, Robert Ablett, was found om the
foor of the locked office of The Red
® I'ouse, and Marls Ablett, bachelor pro-

prietor of tne ccuntry estate, was no-
wiere fo be [ouna. In the eyes of
Inspector Birch, it was clear that
Marl: had shot Robert, nartieularly
siree everyone knew that ..ark learn-
ed with disgust and annoyance of Rob-
€vi's reiurn from his 15-year stay in
Ausiralia,
. bBut the circumstiances were myster-
inti. The ghot was hear:l two minutes
sier Robert’s arrivzl, and when An-
tony Giilingham, a gentieman adven-
turer, eniered ihe house to wisit
Mark’s guest, Bill Beverley, he found
Mat! Cayley, Mark’s constant compan-
ion, pounding en th  locked door and
demunding admittance. The two men
~ entered through a window and found

tae boly. How could Mark have lock-
€d ths Coor if the keys were om ‘le
e.tside? pvzzled Antony. He discusses
soie of the inystericus clues with Bill
Beverley.

GO 9N WITH THE STORY

“No, thal’s rather hopeless, isn’t
it7” Bill thought again. “Well,” he
sad reluctantly, “suppose Mark con-
f-ssed that he’d murdered his bre-
ther?”

“That’s better, Bill. Don’t be afraid
ol gciting away from the accident
ji'ea. When then, youranew theory is
this. Mark confcsses to Cayley that
ke shot Robert a1 purpese, and Cayley
decides, even at the risk of commit-

{17 perjury, and getting into treuble

1

“You’ve thought of something sud-
denly,” said Bill. “What is it?”

Antony laughed.

“My dear Watson,” he said, “You
aren’t suppesed to be as clever as this.
Well, I was wondering about this
ghost of yours, Bill. This is where
she appeared, isn’t it?”

“Yes.”

“How?”

“How? How do ghosts appear? I
don’t know. They just appear.”

“But how did Miss Norris appear
suddenly—over five hundred yards of

bare park?”

Bill looked at Antony with open
meouth.

“I don’t know,” he stammered.
“We never thought of that.”

“You would have seen her long be-
fore, wouldn’t you, if she had come
the way we came?” .

“0Of course we should.

“And that would have spoilt it

Rircelf, to heip Mark to escape. Is|rather. You would have had time to

that right?”
FP’Il nodded.

recognize her walk. She couldn’t have
been hiding in the ditch?”

“¥/ell then, I want to ask you twe! “Ne, she couldn’t. Betty and I

o :z¥ons, First, is i

possible, as I. walked sourld a bit. We should have

!

gaid before dinmer, thaf® any, man, een her.”

would eocmmit such an idiotic murder
—a rmurder that puts the rope SO very

“Thenshemusthav;ebeenhidinz
+in the shed. Or do you call it the

v i P Ndad
t'7htly round his neck? Secondly, if|Summer-house?

Czyley is preparzd to perjure himself

. for Mark (as he has to, anyway, . now),

vieul‘n’t it be simpler for him to say
t':at ha was in the office all the time,
gnd that Robert’s death was acei-
_dental?”
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“We had to go there for the bowls,

' there.”

“Oh!”

“It’s dashed funny,” said Bill, after
an interval of thought. “But it doesn’t
matter, does it? It has nothing o do
| with Rebert.”

“Hasn’t it?”
‘ “I say, has it?” said Bill, getting
, excited again.

i has, or what hasn’t. But it has got
something to do with Miss Norris.
And Miss Norris—” He broke off
suddenly.

“What about her?”

Antony knocked out his pipe and
{ got up slowly.

“Well then, let’s find the way frem
.the kouae by which Miss Norris
came. ,

Bill jumped up eagerly.

“By Jove! Do you mean there's a
secret passage?”’

“A secluded passage, anyway. There
must be.”

“¥ say, what fun! I love secret
passages. And this afternoon I was
iplaying golf just /like an ordinary
i merchant!" What a life? Seeret pas-
: sages!” -

They made their way down into.the
' ditch. If an opening was to be found

d

which led to the house, it would prob-
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grumbled Bill.
ciation at him.

did, and now I don’t want to.”"

along_in case we want to play.”

tony dropped the bowls and took out
his pipe.

and sat down.

tony.

of course. She couldn’t hgve been |

i “I don’t know. We don’t know what |

| scemed to be underneath the shed;

Antony flashed a smile of appre-
“Well, I wanted to when I said I

As they went across the lawn, An-

“Got a match?” he said Ioudly.
Ashebenthishndmthemﬁ
he whispered, “There’ll be somel

listening to us. You take the Cayley
view.”  They walked over to the seat

“What a heavenly night!” said An-

“Ripping.”
“I wonder where that peer devil
Mark is now.”
“It’s a'rum business.”
“Yoy agree with Cayley—that it
was an accident?”
“Yes. You see, I know Mark.”
“H'm.” Antony praduced a peneil
and a piece of paperignd
write‘onhisknee",bntv!ﬂaheﬁ ote,
he talked. He said that he-thought
Mark had shot his brother in a fit of
anger, and that Cayley knew, or any-
how, guessed, this, and had tried te
give his cousin a chance of getting
away.
“Mind you, I think he’s right. I
think it’s what any of us would do.
I shan’t give it away, of course, but
somehow there are cne or two iittle
things which make me think that
Mark really did shoot his brothkw—I
mean other than accidentally.”
“Murdered him?”
. “Well, manslaughtered him, any-
way. I may be wrong. Anyway, it’s
not my business.”
“But why do you think so? Be-
cause of the keys?”
“Oh, the keys are a washout. Still,
it was a brilliant idea of mine, wasn’t
it?” .
He had finished his writing, and
now passed the paper over to Bill. In
the clear moonlight the carefully
printed letters could easily be read:

After a minute or two, turn round as
if I were sitting on the grass behind
vou, but go on talking.”

“I know you don’t agree with me,”
Antony went on as Bill read, “but
you’ll see that I'm right.”

Bill looked up and nodded eagerly.
He had forgotten golf and Betty and
all the other things which had made
up his world Iately. This was the
real thing. This was life.

“Well,” he began deliberately, “the
whole point is that I know Mark. Now,
Mark—" ¥

But Antony was off the seat an- Jet-
ting himself gently down into  the
ditch. His intention was to crawl
round it until the shed came inysight.
The foctsteps which he had heard

probably there was a trap-dogr of
some kind in the floor. Whoever it

wiile to listen to what they were soy-
irg. , R
He walked quickly lut wery silent.y

 hard at it, and he smiled appreeiative-

was open, toe. ' :

to anyone in good saciety who can in-
troduce friends for decorating and
antiques.—Write Box 8. 84, The

-

It was the first time he had been to!
a hig dance, and when suddenly his'
partner decided that she did not want|
to dance the next he was at a loss'
for something to talk ahout.

“Pa yen ever have indigestion?”* he'
asked, heing absolutely desperate for
making an attempt at cenversation.

Mr. Richman:
this place? Shall we buy it?” His|and thrift is all thatis needed.to re-
Wife: *“Oh, it’s perfectly lovely! The|lieve the great mass of aour people

Yot p
o what do you want to do™ | view from this balcony i so fine that |from the pinch of paverty.—President
it leaves me speechless.” *“Then we’ll | Coolidge.

to say with a gesture.—Charles Chap-

4 The girl
Use Minurd's Liniment far the Flw | oo "o

. Bill was turning round new; his
Antony did net answer him. He|oneouraging pat on the back, and} o beeame more difficult to hear.
hdh-gmtotbinkaboutmmedﬁ_mkmbﬁabox ~“!’mmvhat!m,”ht::sﬂ-
quite different. mﬁ:m:gwum:.n “If Onyley—"

bowis dropped one with| s, gt of the second eroquet-box|Times, EC. 4

CHAPTER IX. 'Tﬂﬁﬁg‘““““‘“"“’“"mwﬂmw&

“What’ " . .., | hang! went an: : tinued
’Antonylookedmundathnnmth “Well, why did you say you did?” -

>
It would he a mistake to suppese “No,
that the organization of the material| .gn, o ity
.mo:mmmmm

-
> Of the world’s iron supply the Uni-| § farm wark, shauld write Rev. Alex.
I can always say what I am trying ted States furnishes 36.5 per cent. and || MacGregar, 43 Victoria §t., Teranto.
! has 10,000,000,000 tons in sight, most
|of it in the Mississippi Valley.

things often went to
dances, she thougit.
she

looked at him queer{,\n‘
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'SUN LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY OF CANADA

“Go on talking as if I were here.|.

A TOWER OF STRENGTH

' 1928 \
4 }
o Y
Aﬂxranch es m‘:tce (ng;). : $1 896,9155& ‘
New Assurances Paid for - 441,244,000
An Locesn o $117,8.00 -
Total Inecome -. - - - 144,747,000
An Increase of $41,972,000 -
Surplus earned during the -
" Year - - - - <« 40,264,000
Payments to Policyholders
and Beneficiaries - - 49,920,000
Surplus and Contingency }
Reserve - - - 66,938,000
An Increase of $9,157,000 -
Total Liabilities - - - 422,020,000
(Including Paid up Capital)
Assets, at December 31st, 1928 488,958,000

An Increase of $87,652,000

Rate of Interest earned on
mean invested assets (net)

FOR NINTH SUCCESSIVE YEAR

The Company kas alsa inaugurated the praciice of paying a special
maturily deosdend on participaisng policies, ten or more
" years in force, Mngbysmtkarmi:y.

6.58%,

DIVIDENDS TO POLICYHOLDERS INCREASED

was would have heard their voices.
and would probably think it worth

Iy 4o himself. Bill was a grea’ ¢on-

: mecrsmmcroas'm

. « . After deducting amounts re-assured, the tatal
assurances in force now amount to $1,896,915,934.57,
an increase of $108,925,254.48. Policies in force
number 633,240, and in addition 136.3‘93 certificates

and firms under the group plas.
While every field of ion contributed its fuil
share to these i ive devyel-

...Theamnuntpaidtopdicyhold&ssinceorganim-
tion, together with the amount at present held for
their securily or benefit, exceeds the total amount
received from them in preminms by $111,370,229.10.

The strength and resources of the Company have
been stilt further enhanced.

The net rate of interest earned on the mean in-
vested assets, after making provision for investment
expenses, has risen to 6.58 per cent. Dividend in-

bonuses and stock pei accrning on

that contingency. » -
*  Weareagain able to regort that on the and
preferred stocks listed in the assets, not ene doil:

SUN LIFE ASSURANCE

I COMPAN

Y OF CANADA

Al S8 AL .+ G BEELRTN ¢ 7 S 4055

due eitheraingestora'dividend, is in arrear for
anngleday;'hdethedividendsaccmingtocommon
stocks exceed by several million dellars those pay-
able on the same stocks at the time of purchase.
Thesgrpln_senmddnringthem.hsedonthe
mmmthemmmmdmw,zm.-

$10,000,080. has been deducted from the alread
heavily marked-down value of securities, as addiy-
tional provision against possible fluctuations, in-
creasing the amount so set aside to $20,000,000.
pr;l}:lem amount set aside -sha &iﬁty o
or unfaoreseen con in-
( at $12.500,000. tingencies has main

mns.m,ssv.ﬁs has been paid or allotteg as profits

the year.

After making ail deductions and allocation
$,157,9_66.§4 has been added to the undivided su::
pius, bnn?:g the.tntal over liabilities, contingency
accounts, t capital stock, ta §54,438,862.48.

The continued prosuerity of the Company enables

your Dircetars to announce, for the ninth successi
Er!ambstmmd‘ increase _inﬂ!eu:aieofpmﬁts::
participating i
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