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" Britain’s Royal Aero Club, and the

KING BORROWS SWORD

|
In the “Montreal Standard,” Charles |building of Ruvham’s badly cked

Harrtson Gibson,: a Canadian writer

and aviator of note, tells of the epoch |day, the task of the workers eing
making flight which established a rec- | yomewhat like taking a perfectly good

ord for sperd and performance never |radiatorcap and fitting a new : tor-

equalled in flying, at a time when air-|car motorcar to it.

crafts were in thelr infancy. His tale
in part is as foliows:
Inauspicious Start

'ﬁ)e publicity value of the blg race
in his view had psetered out.

The edge i3 off it,” he growled—
*Public’s fed up.”

In large degree he was right. Hav-

" Ing bheen all keyed up with emotion
for exciting days, while Harry Hawker
and his mate Grleve was “missing,”
the audience had relaxed. Its fickle
interest for the time being K was lost
completely; and for the full front
pages Hawkery unlucky and {ll-ad-
vised trial had\commanded, Alcock,
ths victortfous, was lucky to get scant
columns. In world attentlon, hig great
achlevement even at the sime suffered
as cruel neglect as it has in the after
years,

It Hawker and Grieve had not mys-
terlously lost themselves just long
enough to invest their dramatic exper-
fence with universal human interesty,
and it American seaplanes had not in
their own le!surely fashion, testing
out their Liberty motors, accomp-
lished a first relay serial bridging of
the northern ocean, the spyglasses of
the world would not suddenly have
lost focus upon Newfoundland and the
great achlevment to be entered to the
glory of Captain John Alcock, D.S.C.
Bnd navigator Arthur Whidden Brown,

“No douht about it,” the former

rumbled, between pulls at a consola-
ory cigarotto. “We're about as in.
resting to the public now as Dr.
“Ananfas” Cook. We can go ahead
and make it—yes, and win the coin.
But the audience isn’t going to be {m-

— pressed by our performarnce. Their
hands are so blistered clapping for
Harry Hawker we'll be lucky to get
& languid hand.”

Aud the record shows that the’air
conqueror of the Atlantic wastes in
this was psychic.

Alcock-Brown Conquest

The Alcock-Brown conquest of the
Atlantic in so many ways differed
from the later Lindbergh performance
that comparisons are farcical. Alcock
was In a race that hegan in land prep-
arations for which he and no one else
was responsible, and with a .. »ited
business man's expense allowange to
work upon,

Planes were even mors primitive
things then, as compared with the
“Spirit of St. L.ouls,” than a twenty-
year-old automobile would be now in

-company with the 1930 models.

Radio was in ity infancy and'thnrei

wera no dependable meteornlogical
data or alr or current charts  or
proven air navigation instruments,

It was In that day a gamble with
fate, a gamble backed by high cour-
age, rather than the facing of a prob-
lem with the resources of fairly ex-
act sciences. There was all the worry
and nerva strain of keeping cne eye
on a bunch of dangerous rivals to |
escape having one put over.« All the
worrying details of racing intruded
on Alcock, whereag Lindbergh’s flight
was a private one against time, .

Historic Flight

" To g0 back to the goenesis of the
Aleock-Brown achievement, |t was
scored in competition for a £10,000
purss offered by the London “Daily
Mail” as far back as in 1913—but
which, to the' honor of the ° winged
guild, no alrman sought to win during
the years of war—a competition open
to the flight men of all countries save
and oxcept the enemies of the Entente
Powers. The prize was for a land-to-
land flight, not excluding, however,
such craft as flylug boats, wlich]
might under the rules alight ot the
watar on voyage, To win, the flight
had to be made nnt only first buf
within an elapsed time, from start
to finish, otﬁseventy‘two hom‘s.'Great

American. Aero Club on thias side,
Jointly supervised and direcied the
race. Major Partridge R.AF., repre-
sented the former organization at St.
Johin's as  official starter, having
previously remdered invaluable service
to all and sundry contestants by ar-

He Iad smashed while injudiciously
try(ing to follow Hawker out, Morgan,
his navigaior, who already had I6st a
foot in (he war, sustaining in this| mis-
hap irjuries through which he| lost
his sight, Kerr and the Handley-Page
wera at Harbor Greece, forty @ odd
miles away as the crow and the air-
man fly, tuning up and almost set.

Alcock, at St. John's, was ready.

The thres outstanding rivals in the
test had raced for a hectic week in
the work of getting ready, leach
spurred by ambition to complets in-
stallations and try-outs and stéal a
march on the others. '

And all, scorning the most acred
superstition of orthodox sailormen,

ticular day, the 1ith, with the bene-
diction of the full moon. 7

The outstanding significance and
purpose of that maiden trans-Atlantic
flight even yet is but superficially
grasped by the lay public. It was a
test ot navigation skill and resource-
fulness under wholly unfamiliar con-
ditlons—a test In navigation rather
‘than aviation, as Alcock confended.
The war had already fairly well de-
termined the ultimate poss:bilit{és of
all types and classes' of aircraft} but
as to trans-ocean navigation, unproven
theories and undemonstrated aids and
contraptions were all the pioneering
air navigators had to go upon.

Thus the distance ecruise of the
American seaplane did not parallel or
conflict with the more ambitious and
adventurous plans of Hawker and
Kerr et al. The crossing of the At-

voyed N.C.’s was a trial of motor un-
der sustained and extreme demands
upon it. Their voyaging over convoy
ships in series, with which ships{they
were' in continuous fouch télegraphie-
ally, could accompHsh little or oth-
ing in the solution of air navigation

skipper of hurtling overseas line
the new era. I
Place of the Sextant

Could the air navigator place|reli-
ance on the faithful sextant ofiseca-
faring days if deprived of his hotizon

3 of

cal calculationg for detorminatio
his position? \,&}\ i
Could the unlozged spebd be
closely approximated?

Would the dritt indicator show de-
{pendably the deviation from cdurse
(attributable to side-setting currents of |
I'the uncharted air? o A

of

of sending, stations or, chips, for! the
(fixing of the position of speeding air-!

the unseen seas?
These and a score of other related |
questions of vital import to students |

lof the new problems ot naviga{tlong

awaited answer out of the to-be-c ron.- !
icled experienca of those shapiug‘ the |
courses for the first of ocean flights.

The very essence of the problem, as
well as their extent and seriousriess,
could only be disclosed hy daring; ex-
perimentation. And the experiment-
ers had to be dauntless men,

Bidding Alcock Good-Bye

It was as I wag bidding Aldock
good-bye and wishing him all ‘the
world’s good luck, thatT asked a  fa-
vor of him. When I had hoped ta be
of the winnlng/t!eam in crossing |the
Atlantic by a bridge of air, I had had
entrusted to me by President Be tty
of the Canadian Paciflc Railway three
greeting letters—to Rt. Hon. I.I vd
George, then Prime Minister of G aat
Rritain; Sir George Perley, Canadian
[Tigh Commissioner at the seat of Em-
pire; and Sir. George McLaren
Brown, at that time the C.P.R. chief
executive in old London. I wa%n’t
Ming that timé, so I could not myself
mhke delivery,“I expiained the situa-
tion to Alcock. He held out his hand.

“Give them to me if you likc,’j he
offered. “I'll undertake to post them
18 soon as we make land, |
Ha wrapped them up carefully in a
bit of olled paper and tucked them

ranging with the United Stgtes au.
‘thorities a co-ordination of meteoro-
logical reports from  British and
American observers,

A Coming Winner

Thers was no question in the minds

of the flight contingent assembled {n|bY Was of the type known as a Vi;:y
Newfoundland a decade ago that one|Pomber, with overall length of 43 ¢ t,
or other of the racers then there was |2 78-foot wingspan, plane width

a coming winner, and that the big|10.8 feet, standing fifteen feet fr
prize would bs won béfore Eanada ! tlie ground to top plane level, with &
next celebrated her Dominion Day.

Hawker was, unluekily, out of it.

addresses.

total weight of seven American

in a pocket. Nor did he forget, but
posted them at Clifden, Ireland, the
next day, and each and all reached he

That’s the sort of chap Alcock was.
The Vickers machine Alcock swore

of

she anclent colonial capital, the re-

j

“1and carrying 870 gallons of petrol,
At Pleacouty’ile, three miles out of ng her a flight range of 2,440 mf

Martinsyde went forward night| and

aspired to sail, it possible, on that par- Fwith the following gale's assistance, !

unbeaten '

red and ' machines, thereby winning his D.S.C.
|twenty-six miles per hour, - twenty- |

|thrae miles an hour better than her 'y

lantic in a series of hops by the con-

puzzles such as must confront t tb'_bi

line on which to hase his metap 1ysi-:vlce.

ven intervals
i tions from the Mudros base d

itle fighting scout of her day,” thej
How far might reliance be,pl‘fmed'Drond father boasted.
on the wircless direction-finder and | was unobstructed visibility in all dfl‘-‘
triangulation on the known positions ; ections, and she was a hit if I do say  whers

craft in the great void (Nerhauf;mgfSrinoiples." :

Stockholm® from Dessau,

.

PLAN A TRANSATLANTIC FLIGHT FROM SWEDEN
The Sverige, in which Capt. Albfn Ahrenberg plans to fi

Germany, where it was built.

iland, she had 20 odd gallons left. She
was twin-engined by Rolls-Royce, 700
h.p., and under tull power developed

a maximum 103 miles an hour, or un-'
| der throttle an average 90-mile cruis-!

‘ing pace. A marvel of the trip she
. made with Alcock at the stick is that,.

i

she made the run fn stil]
time, at an averageqd hund

ibest possible power performance. Her
| structural peculiarity was that her
two seats, for pilot and navigator,

| »1 calling it a day and speedinhung:r-
(were placed side by side instead of

‘tandem, a minignum of discomfort,
; through cramping during long flights

i

“It's a curious coincidence,” re-
| marked Alcock, chatting one day at
the Croshie House,

i Vimy is of the type of Vickers bomber

- mobilized .at Bedford for a bombing'I

|raid on Berlin just before the Armis-'
| tice, that Handley-Page of the Admir-
-al's i3 one of the very machines fitted '
,out in London for a similar expedition '
and the same objective.” -

1 “Quite so,” the Admiral smilingly
?agreed——“only, of course, we weren't,
| getting ready to bomb Berlin, you:
i know—just military works in and !

~

Tabout Berlin.”

Captain Alcock and
Brown were officers with pf uresque-f
ly chequered and dramatic war rec.’
ords, the former enjoying unique dis-
itinction as an inventor and builder
(of aircraft of his own. He was, in
tact, the only pilot in the air services
of the Allies to have designed and con-
 structed a machine of his own, dis- |
itintly original in {ts outstanding fea-
tures, while of decidedly active ser-
This was in 1916, the Alcock'
fighting scout by-plane beinz con-'
jvclve(l and given actuality in offluty
between bombing o.\'pmli~;

against Adrianople
ople.

“The Alcock .I. was the fastest lit- |
“Her feature
1
it.  All the scouts we've heen build- |
ing shice have followed her

Captain Xleock at that
time was with the R.N.A.S. of Great
Britain, It was his pleasant part ro]
g0 up every day either with a Hand-
ley-Page homber tn drop explosive

, chine fell from the 12,000 foot level

, with himself and his companion in
thus being sought and gained. i

that while my [

yran high,
,warning and very

y from Stockholm to New York in June, arrives at

'pota or else with a scout machine to
,engage one or more of Fritz’'s air
fighters lending their machine-gun’
and immoral support to the Turkish
| partner. He was one of the first pair
,of aviators to bomb Adrianople and
' Constantinople, besides which he was
officially credited with having satis-
factorily accounted for seven Hun

His last duel in the clouds he wasn’t
kely soon to forget. For just as he
jhad crashed his not inconsequential
antagonist and was on the point of

 ward, his propellor burst and hig ma-

hard luck, Captain Hugh Afrd and
Engineer-Lieutenant F. J. Wise—
plump into the Gulf of Saros.

None of the trio was injured in the
graduated descent and the plane keptl
afloat for somewhat better than two
hours,~during which hopes of rescuel
Then the plane, without

inconveniently,
The inhospitable,

simply left them.

every otlier direction was water and .
yet more water. And this at the end,
of a perfect day.

As a choice of alternative evils, the
shora call won. All thres swimmers

feutenant made . it, cold,- exhausted and desper-|

ate. Then they spent fiftecn hours
dodging Turco soldfers and citizenry,l
while searching for anything remotely
resembling food.
exist in those parts.

many in 191 as a prisoner-of-war, be-

ing later repatriated to Switzerland

! and returning to his English home on

an exchange in 1917.

There i3 one thing about the return
of Alcock and Brown to London after
their historic flight that is little

known seemingly, yet has in it the
glamour of the days of chivalry,
~They had barely reached the Met-
ropolis from Ireland and had snatched
a bite and a snooze, when they were
politely commanded to attend at the
Palace and tell the King himself all
about it—which would be for Alcock
a more terrifying assignment than an
order to fly back across the seq.

Buat they went, of course, and were
welcomed—royally.,

And it was on that accasion that
King George shattered precedents of
a century to assert an old-time right
of kingship long submerged in the
mechanism of politic=.

He whispered to a conveniently-near
general and from him received a
sword. Then he told the boys to
kneel and, bewildered, they knelt.

‘enemy short was a mile away, and )n‘ They fe‘t theil’ shou‘der’ touched in

turn and at His Majesty’s word again
stood erect before him—sSir John Al-

lcock and Sir Arthur Whidden Brown!

A

U.S. Tariff and
* Trade

Manitoba Free Press (Lib.): Cana-
dians might as well realize that for

It didn’t scem to the present, and perhaps for a gen-
So they reluc-: eration to come, it will be useless for

tantly gave ‘themselves up and the , them to try to cultivate and estab-
hospitable Turks expeditiously intro-! lish bermanent trade relations with

bt . .
duced them to the civil jail, in which' the United tates.
they- were afforded every opportunity ; continue to buy from Can

That country wili
ada because

for entomological research. Fiith, ver-. lier people cannot help themselves,

min and low diet are

tary prisoners, under excuse of

miserably and speedily.

attitude

re-, 0of the United States legislators. A
irected prisals, were not infrequently trans- | (,‘zmadi.uu who would invest money in
and Constantin-' ferred to the dark, dank dungeous, Dreparing a particular article for he
| where they as not infrequently died, American market would, under exist-
! ing conditions, take a gambling chance. '

EXPLORER MAKES TOUR
Vilhjalmuy Stefansson, Arctic
plorer, will make a lecture tour of
\'esteru Canada, following Aero Con-

vention at St. Louis.

Namen’sirctic’r ‘
Plans Changed

Rather Than at Nome

Oslo, Nerway.—Fridtjof Nansen, fa-
mous Norwegian explorer who plans
an Arctic flight in the dirigible Grat
Zeppelin next year, announced, re
cently, certain changes in his flight
bases in Europe and Alaska.

The European base will be at Fin-

way, instead of at Murmansk. The
American base will be at Fairbanks,'
rather than at Nome, as first an-
nounced. )

Nangen said mooring masts would
be erected at both places immediately.
The flight is scheduled to start next
spring.

The principal aims of the expedi-
tion will he to fix the boundaries of
the deep Arctic Ocean and to seek pos-:,
sible landing places for dirigibles in
the northern ice fields.

' There also will be a tour of the
North Pole area, and later a photo-
graphic trip along the Siberian coast.
The expedition is scheduled to com-
plete its work in three weeks, prob-
ably late in April.

The Graf Zeppelin will carry a,
double crew on the trip.

Lord Lansdowne
Quits Irish Senate

I'wo Vacancies Are Now to

Be Filled—Four Women
Already in the Field

Dubiin.—The Marquess of Fefi.
dvwie has resigned his membership
in the Irish Free State Senate.

This now leaves two vacancies, that
of the late Mrs. Stopford Green hav-
ing not yet been filled. Already four
women eandidates are in the field—

’

. . i . - AMrs. Cosgrave, vice-chairman of the
outstanding  but no particular line of export busi- Dublin €sunty Council and head of
characteristics of Turkish jails. To‘ ness to the United States is safe for : ‘

1 'y . .

vary the low pressiure monotony, mili- a4 minute in the light of the

the Irish Women Citizens’ Aszsocia-
tion who, by the way, is no relation
to the President), Mrs. T. M. Kottle,
chairmaa of the Rathmines Urban®
Council, Mrs. O'Donovan of Rath-
mines and Miss Kathleen Brown of

; . Wexford.
Aleock and his companions, after a. To the extent that the United States
month or more, succeeded in getting . PUY3S ia Canada we are in tuck; but

transferred .to an interment
condlitions, by
were heavenly,

Armistice.

den Brown had his first war experi-

ence with a Manchester line regiment,
from which he was transferred to the‘
air force as an ohsorver, He was shot

that s all we know on earth, and all
calling cards on Turkish military de- down, badly wounded and sent to Cer- i We need to know.—Keata,

<
BEAUTY
Beauty i3 truth, truth is heauty—

- Capadian Girls Can Ha

ndle the Wildest M

Witen she landed at Clifden,

COMELY CANADIAN COWZIINLS CUTTING CAPERS
Viola Breckenridge and Barbara Browi, noted Canadinn cywgirls of Waterton Lakes, National Park, demon-
- strating their mastery of broachos they

broke aad trained. *

~.

the world unless somehow or other

It is highly probable that the Sen-

camp,i the conscious effort of the G()vurn-l‘L::.e‘1:‘;l\i;:;\;:‘rc::ledialr‘nt)fl,n‘(?’:‘;’.tq m“n)n)u
comparison, ment of this country and of its people Green’s place (":il;:):r}‘xl t‘\:.:o‘ '::(ir;
There they stayed.oug_m to be to develop markets with ! S B AR, ¢ B '
basic until repatriated on the signing of the ' Mations who helicve in infernational

 trade and are willing to buy as well
particular |- Lieutenant (row Sir) Arthur Whid- a9 to sell, )

also are standing for election—J. J‘

rady, former Senator, and Laurcnecs
O’Neill, former Lord Mayor of Dub-
lin.  The latter will no doubt be roms-
inated to succeed ILord Lansdowna,

The elections will take place on Jung
19 and 20. ¥

e e
Russo-British Reiations

E. F. Wiss, C.B., in the Contempor-
ary Review (London): Tha principles
and ideas represented by London and
Moscow ares in bitter and dangerous
compstition. The rivalry of England
and Russja in Asia is no new phenom-
enon. Before-the war it| was a strug-
gls of rival Empires for territorial exe
pansion and commercial advantagoes.

It has since taken a differant and

mora dangerous form. Soviet Russia
stands now as the upholder of thq
rights of Asiatic nations to seif-da-
termination. She offers herself as thoir
champfon in their struggle for frecay-
dom from European fnterfarencge and
exploitation. Engiand i3 inevitably

garded on account of her vast tor

torial  influence In Asia as he
defender of the status quo—of righs
and privileges acquirad by couquest
in the ninctaenth century. . . . In the
Asiatic countries in the noxi dacads
there wiil be constant friction between
England and Russia leading inaevitably
0 conflict dangerous to the peace of

friendly relatians can be maintained #

on a wide basis of co-operation  be-,

twoen the two countries.

—— %
< - —

Fear

No'passton 50 erfectuaily robs the
mind of all its power ot acting and
reasoning as fear: for fear being an
apprehensfon of pain or death, it op-'
erates iu a manner that resembles ac-
tual pain. Whatevar, tharefore, i3 ter«
rible with regard to sight, i3 subiime
too, whether this cause, of terror be,

endued with z:reatuoe%t Jdimensions
or not; for it is fmpossible to look on
anything a strifling or coutemptible,’
that razy be dangerous.—Burke. '

American Base at Fairbanks

marken, on the northern coast of Nor- -
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