PUTTING PUNCH IN THE AUSTRALIAN AIR ARM
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Briggs: “You say that your
wife went to college before
you married her.”

Griggs: “Yes she did.”

Briggs: “And she thought
of taking up law, you said?”

Griggs: “Yes but now she's
satisfied to lay it down.”

Last mont : friend invited
me to his office to see a chair
that he said had cost $5,000.

“You must be kidding,” I said.
“That chair is not worth $5,000.”

“Maybe it isn’'t worth that
money,” he agreed, “but that’s
what it cost me last year, just
sitting in it, when I should have
been up and after business!”

Joe: “What’s become of
the Hiker’'s Club?”

Jim: “Oh, it disbanded. It
was getting ton hard to per-
suade passing motorists to
pick us up and give us a lift.”

An old lady was arguing with
the driver about the cost of the
taxi ride

“I tell you the price you are
charging us poor people who have
been bombed ~ut of our homes is
ridiculous. Do you think I have
been traveling in a taxi for years
for nothing?”

“No” replied the driver, “but
I'm jolly well sure you've tried
your hardest.”

“Tommy,” asked his stingy
uncle, “how would you feel
if I were to give you a pen-
ny?”

“I think,” replied Tommy,
“that i would feel a littie
faint at first, but I'd try and
get over it.”

“How did Maguire lose the fin-
gers of his right hand?”

“QOh, he put them in a horse’s
mouth to find out how many teeth
he had.”

“And then what happened?”

“The horse closed his mouth to
find out how many fingers Ma-
guire had.”

“George, am as [ as dear to
you as | was before we were
married?”

“Ah, in those days I didn’t

count the cost!”

Chunk From Engine
Downs Nazi Plane

A German fighter was brought
down by a fragment from a loco-
motive boiler which exploded dur-
ing a strafing by the unfortunate
Nazi and another ralder.

It uappened when two Focke-
Wulf 190’s slipped across the coast
for the first Nazl air assault on
Britain in three weeks.

After machine-guu.ing a schnol
and fire station (he Germans
roared in low over a standing
train. A chunk of steel from the
engine hurtled upward and scored
s direct hit on the Nazi.

Hyawitnacsaa geaid +tha olated
engineer was as proud as ¥ he'd
done it himself.

R

The highest mountain of Europe
# Mount Elborus, 18,526 feet, in
the Caucasus.

Ways To Punish
Nazis After War
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Nazis and
a chance
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iminating
t not be
ic of merely putting spe-
minals to death. That may
be done, but not that alone. Large
bodies of Germans constitute at
this moment the stapo, the
S)S., and the party i . None
of them need have any of
these positions; they volunteered;

and in doing so they piedged
themselves to take part In any
atrocity.

No one would sugzest shooting
so large a maultitude, but there
may be strong arguments for re-

moving them from the future Ger-
many and putting them where they
can do no more mischief.

25th Anniversary
Of Great Disaster

1,635 Persons Killed in Ex-
plosion at Halifax

Dec. 6 was the 25th annlversary
of one of the worst single disas-
ters in the world’s history.

It was on Sunday, Dec. 6, 1917,
that the Halifax explosion literally
blew apart the entire northern
section of the city of 60,000 people.

Today s s are still visible in
Halifax, which is again a busy
wartime seaport.

In the northern end of the city,
in the west narrows, which divide
Bedford Basin from the stream or
main harbor, two ships collided
25 years —the Imo, a freighter
of Norwegian registry loaded with
8,000 tons of wheat under Belgian
relief charter, and the French
freighter Mont Blanec, carrying 4,-
000 tons of explosiv

sulting explosion killed

Y'S Five hundred dis-
appeared completely. Scores were
blinded and dozens partially blind-
ed. Hundreds more received other

PARATROOP CHIEF HONORED

Col. Edson D. Raff of New York, left, commander of the first
contingent of U, S. paratroops in North Africa, stands at attention
as French Gen. Edouard Welvert decorates him with the French
Legion of Honor medal. Col. Raff and his men flew 1500 miles from

England to get into action.

United States Year

The T. S. Navy camsici-sailding
program is 26 mcnths ahead of
schedule. Fourteen thousand
planes more are to be given to the
Navy.

What a feat that carrier build-
ing is! It means that the Ameri-
cans are averaging s year ahead
on every one of the 17 carriers
under construction. The first
half-dozen were begun only last
year.

It means that America's ship-
builders are doing a four-year job
in two years; that the first of
these 35-knot, 25,000-tonners,
each carrying 80 planes, may be
in the fighting line next year.

British naval shipbuilding is
secret.

Their shipyards are¢ not known
to have done more than replace
the four aircraft carriers lost
since the fall of France.

Their warship bui'ding program
was disorganized by the French
collapse.

Faninment for now fighting
ships was delayed while the 1940
losses of every type of weapon
used by the army were made good.

Now naval construction is on
the same priority as tanks, guns

and planvs.

injuries.

The explosion was investigated
by -the law courts, and the case
was taken to the privy council
That tribunal ruled both ships had
been at fault. Rumors of sabotage
are still-unproven teday.

A new city has arisen from the
ruins of the old. A large-scale war-
time housing project blots out the
scar of the disaster. But Halifax
hasn’t forgotten, and precautions
have been taken to ensure that
the second world war does nok
repeat the disaster of the first.

Electric Eye

An electric detector, invented in
England, preveants damage to saws
by “finding” metal nails or bolts
hidden in timber.

WHAT SCIENCE
IS DGING

NEW MEDICINE STOPS
BLEEDING QUICKLY

Prize fighters are using 8 new
medicine which stops bleeding al-
most instantly.

The seconds are putting the
medicine on troublesome cuts,
especially around eyes, which
partly blind fighters and some-

times cause a referee to stop a
fight.

medicine is the fastest
blood-clotting substance ever
found, and the rirg, in adopting
it, is one of the first agencies to
prove the advantages. The medi-
cine is made from rabbit’s blood,
and that has no implications as
to its effect on courage. The
remedy could as easily be made
of lion’s blood, if lions weren't
so expensive.

It is a whitish powder, extract-
ed from plasma, the portion of
blood remaining after the red
corpuscles ha been removed.
The rabbit plasma is the same
portion of whole blood as the hu-
man plasma now collected by the
Red Cross. for military transfu-
sions.

Out of this rabbit plasma a lit-
tle more than a year ago Dr. L. A.
Parafentjev, of the Lederle labor-
atories, obtzined a globulin, which
is one of the important proteins
in blood. The globulin had re-
markable blood-clotting powers.

One part of the extract would
clot 60,000 parts of blood in three

seconds.

Meodern Etiquette

By Roberta Lee

1. Isn’t it poor taste to speak
frequently of the cost of various
things, clothes, food, ete.?

2. What is a fricassee?

3. Is it all right to use violet,
red, blue, or green ink in social
correspondence?

4. Is a woman’s second wed-
ding as elaborate as her first?

5. Isn’t it nice for a person en-
gaged in any kind of sport or
game to praise his opponent when
the latter makes an exceptionally
good play?

. 6. Is it all right to use a folded
napkin to brush the crumbs off
the table?

Answers

1. Yes; it is very poor taste to
do so. 2. A dish made df fowls,
veal, or other meat, cut into pieces
and stewed in a gravy. 3. No.
Black ink only should be used. 4.
No. The specific arrangements
vary according to the age of the
bride and the attitude of family
and friends towards the second
marriage. 5. Yes. A good sports-
man will be quick to do so, and it
is a sure way to become popular.
6. Yes.

Here's an army that's socking
the azis with a fist that isn’t there.
This army, says The Kansas
City Star, iacludes a legless lock-
smith who saves many man hours
by scooting about the sprawling
Lockheed aircraft plant in Los An-
geles at dog-trot speed on a little
platfoim on roller skates. . . B''nd
girl who can’t cross the street un-
aided, but whose sensitive fingers
are the joy of every assembly line
and sorting department foreman
. . . Deaf mutes who are placidly
undisturbed by the pounding rack-
et of the machines they operate.
. One of the world's smallest
midgets, a riveter, whe crawls in-
to the eramped tails of bombers,
and his score of men and women
friends who @ lantly stroll
about the inside of plane wings
vacuum-cleaning for scrap bits of
metal . . . One-legged drill press
operators, one-warmed welders, a
spastics—lack of muscular control
~—victim who operates a 94-spiandle
machine making parachute cords.
There're the 2,439 rehabilitated
me nand women of Southern Call-
fornia’s aircraft and shipbuilding

OFFERS ‘REVOLUTION’

Offering what he admitted was
“a revoluticn, yes, but a British
revolution,” Sir William Rever-
idge, above, submitted to Great
Britain his bluepriat for post-war
living featuring a blanket social
security system covering every
citizen. He declared his proposal
would abolish want without Brit-
ain’s “going Bolshevist.”

plants, high-producing proof that
physically-handicapped manpower
can become a powerful factor in
America’s war — and post-war —
production channels. A year ago
they were industriglly snubbed.
Today hard-bitten, dead-line-ridden
employers have taken them on

Equipment of RAF heavy
becmber rear gunner, ready for
action, includes: 1—helmet; 2—
oxygen mask and mike; 3-—oxy-
zen tube; 4—Intercommunication
lead; 5—parachute “dog elips;”
6—inflated life jacket; T—iape
ties for jacket; 8-—parachute
harness release; 9—parachute
harness webbing; 10—fur ecollar
of lamb’s woel lined
jacket.

HOW CAN I?

Q. How can I make use cf the
juices from canned or pickled
fruit?

A. Always save these juices, as
they can be added to the water
in which the ham is boiled.

Q. How can I remove paint
stains from clothing?

A. Paint stains on clothing can
often be removed simply by rub-
bing the stain with the wrong side
of the same material.

Q. What can T do when my kid
gloves have become spotted by
rain drops?

A. Don’t zllow them to dry, but
while they are still on the hands
and damp, rub very gently with a
damp cloth so that the rain drops
are scattered. If this is done in
time, the gloves will not spot.

Q. What is an effective method
of flouring food evenly and quick-
iy for frying?

A. Mix the flour, salt and pep-
per in a paper bag, put in the
food to be flsured, and then shake
well.

Q. How can I clean a bronze
article?

A. Ons of the best methods is
to dip the arti~le inte boiling
water and then rub with a soft
cloth dipped in yellow soapsuds.
Last, polish with another soft and
dry cloth.

in desperation, have discovered
they know, and do, their jobs bet-
ter than normal men in most cases
—and are howling for more.

CLASSIFIED ADVERT
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AUTOMOBILES—USED

DISEASED ENLARGED TONSILS

PATENTS & TRADE MARtks

USKD CARS WITH GOUD TIRES.
See us first. Mount Pleasant Mo-
tors Limited. Used Car Lot at
2040 Yonsge Street; Heaa Office,
632 Mount Pleasant Road, To-
ronto. Telephone HY. 2181,

BABY CHICKS

MARTINDALE'S 1943 CHICKS
ready Jan. 4th—Barrea Rccks,
Ne Hampshires, Light Sussex,
White Leghorns, and Hybrids.

Canadian_ Approved and Blood-

Tested. Folder free. Martindale's

Farm Hatchery, Caledonia, Ont.

START CHICKS EARLY FOR
most profit. Hatches every week
from January Fourth—Chicks,
Pullets, Cockerels. Illustrated
Catalogue, Price List ready.
Fisher Orchards Hatchery, Free-
man, Ont.

DOCTORS CLAIM THEY LEAD TO
many complaints. Use Thuna's
pink tablets for the nose and
throat. For strengthening the
throat; dropping of mucous dis-
charge; sensation of a lump in
the throat; bad taste in the
mouth. They help build resistance
against colds, clear the voice and
give better bodily health. Ob-
tained from Thuna Herbalists,
Dept. T, 298 Danforth, Toronto.
Canada’s oldest and largest herb-
alists. Write for particulars.

FOR SALE

10 ACRES GOOD GARDEN LAND,
all kinds of small fruits, orchard,
buildings, hydro. Immediate pos-
session. Write or Phone 601W.
Mr. A. Beitz, 234 Willow Rd,
Guelph. -

25 FREE CHICKS

SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST OF-
fering free chicks for early
orders, and place your order
early. Goddard Chick Hatchery,
Britannia Heights, Ontario.

PATENTS

FETHERSTUONHAUGH & CUMPANY
Patent Solicitors. Establishea
1890;: 14 King West, Toronto.
Booklet of Information on re-
quest

EARLY CHICKS MEAN EARLY
ordering. Top-priced markets de-
mand esariy-started puliets. That's
why Bray customers are order-
ing what they want now. Don’t
waste time, work, feed, on any-
thing but known productive
stock. Get our pricelist, size up

requirements, and order

Bray Hatchery, 130 John

Hamilton, Ont. (Catalog

end of month).

COLLIE PUFS

SCOTCH COLLIE PUPS, WHITHE
markings. Parents genuine heel-
ers, watch. Males, $6.00. John
Arnott, Bright, Ontario.

CHICKENS, GEESE, ETC.
NTED

CHICKEMS, FOWL, GEESE, TUR-
keys and Ducks. Bring your
dressed Pouliry to us. Highest
prices paid. Quality Meat Pack-

British Sailors’ Society
At Home and Abroad
Incorporated
(Established 1818)

Under Distinguished Patronage
3ome Thousands of Sailors Will
be entertained this coming
CHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR
it our 105 stations all over the

seven seas by this, T
P SATIOR SOCIETY IN THE
WORLD. Send Gifts to
BRITISH SAILORS’ SOCIETY
George M. Speedle,
Dominion Secretary,
60 Alberta Avenue,
Toronto, Ontario.

Will be greatly appreciated.

FARM FOR SALE

ers, 2063 First Avenue, Toronto.
—

FOR SALE

WHEAT, OATS, BARLEY IN CAR-
lots only, whole or ground, for
serious buyers only. The Atlas
Grain Company, Montreal.

BGLPTUN R. CASE, REGISTERED
United States, Canadian, British
Fatent Attoruey. Booklet gratis,
Established over forty years. 32
Balsam Avenue, Toronto.

POULTRY WANTED

WANTED—LIVE, DRESSED POUL-
try, top market prices paid. Lines
Ltd., St. Lawrence Market, To-
ronto.

TURKEYS
TURKEY POUL.TS — PURBE
Bronze, Bourbon Red, White

Holland stock {rom Government
Banded Blood-tested flocks
Booking orders for 10243. A. W,
Edwards, Lansaowne, Ontario,

PHOTOGRAPHY

DON'T TRUDGE THROUGH
The Hext, Rain, or Hail

HAVE YOUR SNAPS
Delivered by Mail
Any 6 or 8 exposure film ;-erfecly
developed and printed for ouuiy 2be,
Supreme quality and fast service
guaranteed.

ERIAL PHOTO SERVICE

Station J. Toronto

—

FOOT BALM

BAUMEEKA FOOT BALM destroys
offensive odor instantly, 4bc
bottle. Ottawa agent. Denman
Drug Store, Ottawa.

HAIRDRESSING SCHOOL

LEARN HAIRDRESSING THBE
Robertson method. Information

on request regarding
Robertson's Hairdressing Acad-
emy, 137 Avenue Road, Toronto.

OFFER TO INVENTORS

AN OFFER TO EVERY INVENTOR
List of inventions and full infor-
mation sent free. The Ramsay
Co., Registered Patent Attorneys,
273 Bank Street, Ottawa, Canada.

ONE HUNDRED ACRES ON BAY
of Quinte, new house, modera
conveniences, furnsce, three-
piece bath, shower, electric pump,
running water in barn, goog ten-
ant house; silo; hen house; work-
shop; double garage; all in good
repair. Dlectricity in all; plenty
of wood; good fishing and boat-
ing. Clarence Mallory, Real Es-
tate Agent, Bloomfield, Ont.

.DYEING & CLEANING

tor information
answer your questions. art-

B 5 e ek N

HAVE YOU ANYTHING NEEDS
“yeing or cleaning? Write to us
e are glad to

. _Parker's Dye orks
Limited, 79" Yonge Street, To-

4
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RHEUMATIC

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED — EV-
ery sufferer of Rhevmatic Pains
or Neuritis should try Dixon’s
Remedy. Munro's Drug Store,
335 Elgin, Ottawa. Postpald $1.00,

SAFE WANTED

SAFE WANTED — STATE AGE,
condition, inside size and :rlce.
Box D, Room 421, 73 Adelalde St.
W., Toronto.

WANTED

WANTED, FIVE TO TWENTY-
five horsepower direct current
motors. Two-ton chain blocks,
High Breuun sixty-six by six.

teen ori 1 return t
MEDICAL boiler. J. R. Kennedy, Cobourg
= —

SICK

CONSULT ME REGARDING YOUR
health problems. (Consultation
free). Write or call when in the
City. Chiropractic Science gets
sick people well Phillip’s Scien-
tific General Health Service, 12
Queen East, Toronto.

DON'T WAIT -~ EVERY SUFFER-
er of Rheumsatic Tains or Neur-
itis should try Dixon's Remedy.
Munro’s Drug Store, 335 Elgin,
Ottawa. Postpaid $1.00.
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Axis Grab

During the pest three years of
war, says Collier’s, the Axis pow-
ers have increased their territory
from about three to twelve per
cent. of the world’s land area, their
population about ten to tairty per
cent. of the world’s peoz'e, and
thelr raw material resources from
about five to thirty per cent of the
mineral wealth of the ...

leather
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grown from a vision and a few b
confident hopes of the United N

In three years the British Commom‘vealth Air Training Plan has
lueprints to a vital factor in the
ations.

The Plan which already

has placed thousands of trained airmen in the aerial fighting fronts

of the world is still growing and
accelerating. Day in and day out,

its production of aircrew is still
training planes of the BCATP in

Canada fly an average of 2,000,000 miles. Tri

; of 2, S, ps to the moon are
still .fmtastlc but the distance t’ravelled by training aircraft is ap-
proximately the equivalent of nine one-way trips to or from the moon.

CHRISTMAS IN PRE-WAR DAYS

By: George M. Speedie

There were eight of us all told
and we were gathered from widely
different parts of the world. The
Christmas season fs always a spe-
clal time when sailors forexather.
Even after the lapse of years, I
recall that big fellow from some-
where In South America, the two
sailor lads from Glasgow and two
from London—both pairs appar-
ently anxious to compete for a
prize in their fine sense of humour.

» There wae a man from Denmark,

also; but the one who Interested
me mors than others was a young
sailor from Toronto.

It was Christmas Eve, and prep-
srations for the celebration of
Christmas were abundant. The
Christmas tree—the largest that
could be had—lay at the end of
the Hall, walting for the sailors
from the home vessels tc erect in
its proper place and to decorate
according to the usage of past
vears.

? - -

This place of meeting for those
yqung sailors from all over the
seven seas was the British &
American Sailors’ Institute in Ham-
burg, ,Germany. I was there for
years as the Chaplain to the sail-
ors frequenting that great port.
“Great” 1s permissible, for at that
time it was the third or fourth
largest pert in the world. On this
Christmas Bve we gathered around
the fire. As Chaplain, I suggested
that we each tell our best Christ-
mas story. It was simple to get
them to talk. The sailing ship
stories were particularly interest-

" ing. The Toronto sallor confined

British Colonial

'Empire Is Not

Coming To End
Lord Cra:bt;r;e Asserts Cit-
izens Have Mission To Do

Replying authoritatively to crit-
fes of imperial policy, Lord Cran-
borne declared not long ago that
“the British Colonial Empire is not
eoming to an end.”

“The work we have io do is
only beginping,” the House of
Lerds was told by Lord Cran-
borr», retiring colonial secretary,
who replaced Sir Stafford Cripps
a8 lord privy seal in the recent
cabinet shakeup.

“We eitizens of the British Em-
pire have a mission to perform . .
essential to the welfare of the
world . . . to ensure the survival
of the way of life for which the
United Nations are fighting and in
harmony with the principles of the
Atlantic charter,” he said.

“In that great mission we must
mot and shall not fail.” :

“Let us not forget” he said,
“that what stood between Hitler
and absolute victory in 1940 alte.r
the fall of France was not Bri-
fain, an isolated island standing
alone in the ses, but the British

Empire, that commonwealth of

free peoples and dependencies
whica only clung closer as the
danger grew.”

“We say, and truly, that lh«r
ultimate objective of our pJ]icy‘:s
to promote self-gzovernmernt in the
colonies,” -he said.

himself for the most part to the
_Christmas stories he had heard at
the Sunday School of which hig
parents were members. He told
his stories differently to the other
men. He was educated and had
had experience on the Lakes as a
sailor. All would have gone well
but father and he had had a seri-
ous misunderstanding that drove
the young chap to sea. Something
opened the gates of memory and
he thought of Home. There was
a motto on the wall just over his
head “A Home From Home"” which
probably made him think of his
home in Toronto. We encouraged
him to talk of it for it was Christ-
mas.
- - -

Strangely enough, perhaps,

Christmas was usually a quiet day

at the Sailors’ Institute at Ham- -

burg. For one thing tke offices of
the British Consulate downstairs
were closed. The vessels going to
the British Isles and the “Tramps”
to all parts of the world had a free
day as far as it could pcssibly be
arranged, and the Englisn people
in Hamburg bhad their Christmas
at home with their friends. It was
the occasion for the quiet enter-
tainment of “Boys away from
Home”—lonely lads on the great
sea of life, and our Toronto friend
was among them. There were
quiet heart to heart talks with him
about his early experience of Sun-
day School and Church, and the
Pilot of the Galilean Lake and he
sald, “I will arise and go to my
Father.” Probably that is not quite
the exact way he phrased it but,
looking back over the years, let
me say that was the decision he
reached on that Christmas Day
years ago.
. L -

Yes, years have passed, and 1
am now in Toronto. When first I
came, I looked up my friend of
Hamburg days but changes had
taken place. The house had been
demolished. And so: we had met
and parted like ships meeting in
the night—the pathos of it!

It is surely a matter for thank-
fulness at this Chirstmas season
that organizations such as the Brit-
ish Sailors’ Society are keeping
open door and a hearty welcome
to the Sailors of the Navy and of
the Mercantile Navy all over the
seven seas.
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IMPARTIAL R.AF.

ile some peopie are busy
trying to scil the maudlin idea
that we are fighting the Nazis
and not the dear, good German
people, it is comforting to find
that the Royal Air Force draws
no such distinctions. Wica all due
respect to His Grace of Canter-
be:y, or anyone else who may
fee. sentimental at times about
the enemy, the bald fact is that,
without the e...- “iastic support
of the ‘Cerman people’ aforesaid,
there would have been no zise of
Nazism, —Brantford Expositor

——
WITHSTOOD A LOT
The human body is a wondesful
instrument.  Although he lived
without water and had only one-
half an orange to eat for twenty-
two days Capt. Edward V. Ricken-
backer was in excellent shape
when rescued from a rubber life-
boat in the mid-Pacific, accoiding
to U. 8. Navy Pilot Lieutenant
Joseph Isner.
—Sault Ste. Marie Star

i
HELPS TO EXPLAIN IT

War orders plated in Canada by
the United States so far total al-
most a billion dollars. That’s how
close relations are betv.een the
two countries and it helps to ex-
plain why Canads has been able
to pay its way without relying on

lease-lend aid.
—Sault Daily Star

o L
A BIT TOO THICK
Remember hearing: “No matter
how thin you slice it it is still ba-
loney?” Well, no matter how thin,
you spread it, the butier situation
is still a bit too thick.
—Woodstock Sentinel-Review

B
COST OF DEFEAT
Stalingrad, it is said, cost the
Boche 3,300 men a day in killed
alone over the 90-day siege. A
terrific price even for victory—
but Hitler paid it for a defeat.
—-Ottawa Journal
TR AN
BRITAIN’S GREATEST
WEAPON
Not since mid-summer of 1940
has there been any doubt about
Britain’s greatest weapon and the
source of her unconquerable
strength. It is Winston Churchill:
—Detroit Free Press
PRl )
HAVE NOTEBOOK HANDY
Even a doctor will tell you the
best thing to take when yon are
run down is a license number.
—Guelph Mercury
P
DEFLATED
Mussolino must be feeling so
small right now that he could
crawl with ease through a stick
of macaroni.
—Hamiltcn Spectator

‘ statesmen have been able to sleep

at will and to do so at the height
of a campaign or a crisis.
. - -

Gladstone normally slept the
moment he put his head on the
pillow and was not disturbed by
a debate ir the House but orly
Dy an urisual occurrence iike the
copstruction of a Cabinet. During
the First Great War Lloyd George
disciplined himself strictly at the
table, went to bed about 10 o™-
clock, woke early, read memoran-
da, telegrams, newspapers, and
sometimes dozed again before get-
ting up for a 9 o'clock breakfast.
During the day he snatched short
spells of sleep.

- - -

“For every purpose of business
or pleasure, mental or physical”,
wrote Mr. Churchill “we ought
to break our days and our march-
es into two. When I was at the
Admiralty in the war I found I
could add nearly two hours to my
working effort by going to bed
after luncheon.” And today as
Prime Minister he is reputed to
continue the practice, to the dis-
comfiture and disablement of his
colleagues and chiefs of staff. The
Duke of Wellington got up at &
o’clock every morninz and made
appointments with Palmerston be-
fore breakfast; Mr. Churchill
makes them for after dinner and
prolongs them far into the night.

NEW BOSS

3 s
To Paul McNutt has been given
the tremendous task of allocating
all U. S. manpower, both in in-
dustry and the armed forces.

LIFE’S LIKE THAT

By Fred Neher
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“l brought home a poor report card. . . . What did you bring, Pop
. « « half your pay envelope?”

THE WAR - WEEK — Cemmentary on Current Events

Clearing Tunisia Of Axis Powers
Key To Open Sea Lanes To Allies

Gen. Dwight D. Eisenbower, su-
preme commander of the Allled
forces in Northwest Africa, is un-
likely to delay his task of eclear-
ing the Axis out of Tunisia any
longer than is absolutely neces-
sary, for, until all of Tunisia is in
his hands. the successful United
Nations vertures elsewhere in

Other Allied Ports
They also hold, in Algeria, Oran,

forth ing here about the pre-

sea route through’ the Mediterra-
nean.

Not until the narrows dividing
the Eastern and Western Mediter-
ranean are firmly in Allied con-
trol can the route through that
sea be again avallabie to shorten
the long haul around the Cape of
Good Hope by about 10,000 miles
and release vitally needed ship-
ping to other uses. .

While Tunisian ports remain in
Axis hands, the enemy can make
the short runs from Sardinia and
Sicily under cover of darkness.
As leng as communication of this
character can be maintained,
stores, mechanized equipment, and
heavy materials ecan be provided
in far greater. quantities than
would be possible by air trans-
port. So the sooner these ports are
taken, the better.

Importance of Sicily

Fyrtheymore Hitler is reported
to be hastening all available air
strength to Sicily and Sardinia,
where the Nazis have previously
erected formidable fortifications.

Control of the Mediterranean,
as Mussolini’s mouthpiece, Vir-
ginio Gayda, pointed cut in his
book, “The Problems of Sicily,”
depends upon Sicily. Sicily, he
said, was [Italy’s vital base
through which all historic move-
ments from Europe to Africa and
vice versa had proceeded.

The quicker Hitler’s dispositions
can be attocked then the less
trouble there will be in project-
ing future Allied operations.

Once the Axis is swept from
North Africa, Hitler will have
good cause to worry. Already he
has moved troops into Southern
France, and into Italy in antici-
pation of these areas being select-
ed by the United Nations as sec-
ond front objectivesy but there are
many other miles of sea front
that must be covered.

From the primary mission of
opening the Mediterranean flow
several secondary objectives, some
of which bulk almcst as large in
their ultimate effect as does the
primary mission. Amopg them is
the insuring of the tetal destruce
tion of Axis forces in Libya, se-
curity of the Suez Canal, and ob-
taining positions from which
thrusts in force against areas in
Southern Europe can be launched.

Coasts to Watch

Although the Nazis apparently
have discounted the possibility of
an Allied attempt being made
through the Iberian Peninsula,
probably because of the difficulty
of forcing the passes in the Py-
renees, there are the Dalmatian
and Greek coasts to guard in addi-
tion to those of France and Italy.
Nor is the possibility of a descent
on the Atlantic coast of Europe
to be neglected.

The Russian winter is now at
work on the Nazis. What effect
its grip will bave during the next
six months cannot be foreseen, but
Hitler has many more worries
with which to cope than was the
case last year when the Russian
winter all but wrecked his east-
ern front.

Allied plases undoubtedly will
play a conspicuous part in forcing
the Axis from Tunisia, but planes
cannot do it all. An armored divi-
ion has been calculated to ecn-
sume 75,000 gallons of gasoline
in its first 100 miles of march.
To carry that fuel by land re-
quires 50 lorries. BEach 100 miles
thereafter reguire another 50 lor-
ries, since the lorries themselves
use up gasoline.

The United Nations are indeed
fortunate in holding :he Atlantic
ports of Morocco through which
supplies, as needed, can be seat in
case the U-boat menace looms
large in the Mediterranean.

sent staie of that port, but prob-
ably, for the time being, it i wir-
tually out of commission. Eye
witness accounts of the muech-
bombed port describe havoe in the
barbor there as far worse tham
anything else in North Afrfca

However, it is extremely diffi-
cult to put a port out of action
altogether. >

Bizerte-Tunis Raids

Tobruk may be virtualiy out of
action while it is being repeatediy
bombed. But when the bombing
ceases it can soon be back in com-
mission unless ships have been
sunk in crucial places. Even then
no port is compietely out of ae-
tion so long as there is water.
Damage to port installations,
however, which was severe at
Bengasi, considerably affects the
amount of traffic which can be
uandled.

Air raids are reported to be al-
ready battering the Axis in the
Bizerte-Tunis area, and heavy Un-
ited Nations greound ferces are
said to be closing in on their ob-
jectives, but not until the enemy
strength bas been felt out and
overcome can we be sure that our
primary mission in North Africa
has been attained.

However, Hitler realizes his
danger full well, and he has been
pouring reinforcements into North-
ern and Eastern Tunisia by air
and sea ever since the Allies made
their thrust. He is reported to
have withdrawn air support from
his sorely pressed forces before
Stalingrad and in the Caucasus
in order to implement his strug-
gle for a bridgehead in Tunisia,
and German troops have been rush-
ed to Southern France, Italy, and
Greece.

Russian Counter-offensive

Pressure om the Russian Front
is being eased, and the Russian
counter-offensive, perfectly timed
to the United Nations push in
North Africa, is under way. Ger-
man troops are said to ko shunted
first in one direction and then in
another, and are being drawn from
Norway und other lightly-held
areas. <i=rrison duty is being rele-
gated to Austrian, Hungarian and
Italian troops.

Taken as a whole, the bits of
information that come from Eu-
Tope seem to form a composite
that is none too favorable for the
Axis cause, and indicate that Hit-
ler at last has been deprived of
the benefit he has so long derived
from being able to exercise the
initiative in projecting an offens-
ive.

Duesseldorf Ruined
190,000 Homeless

Dusseldorf is a ruined city with
“no less than 190,000 people made
homeless” and an undetermined
number killed, the Air Ministry
news service said, quotirg a letter
written by one resident to an-
other in Berlin.

The letter, which reached ion-
don through neutral chanaels,
said:

“You may thank God you got
off to Berlin in time. On September
10 we had the biggest ‘biitz’ ever.
The first raid was big enouga,
but no comparison with this one.
It is impossible to exaggerate how
bad it was. The bombardment at
the front couldn’'t be worse.

“The whole of Duesseldori was
ia flames . . . Duesseldorf -has be-
come a regular city of ruins. It is
a pathetic sight. No less than
190,000 people were made home-
less. Don’t know how many were
killed. Material damage is colossal.

“The night train to Berlin is still
in the station. It was just start-
ing when it got a direct hit. K
was crushed like a machbex

“You won't know Dusgss<
again . . .”

Bluey and Curley of the Anzacs

“Africa Manoeuvres”

By Gurney (Australia)

NOW LOOK, SUPPOSING THE ;
MLk JuG 'S BENGHA2I, TH
BUTTER IS THE AFRICAN COAST.
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