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Then came that broken shoulder
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Now fandom is beinning to ap!
not? In baseball and in
great. Everybody is rooting

stories that report the incigent"
is that on April 21 a fourth Hmp-<
ing s.a gull was found in ‘the
street in Hartlepool and taken
by a bird-lover to the police
station.

ams. And why
combat Williams been
for him to have one mo

Ted Williams is not unlike that of
n, Dempsey was
became a public

In a way, the case of
Jack Dempsey. As long as he
tar from popular. But after he was

arrived there was some kind of
a conference. Perhaps the ser-
geant interrogated Mr. Spencer
to discover where all these sea
gulls were coming from and
why they were walking about
the streets of HQrtlepool, usu-
ally reserved for pedestrians.
Anyway, we know that Mr.
Spencer silenced them with this

disclosure:

\
Fandom is like that. Once the star becomes the underdog,
fandom has a way of rushing loyally to his side.
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gtrange Case Of A
Limping Sea-Gull

R

When some weeks ago 1. wrote
about an embarrassment of rich-
ulntheformoftwouengum

o3 when 8

that 1 had sunerss W=

there were some readers who
doubted that the yarn was en-

‘“"z truthful.
“dea gulls are not that kind
gua bird” wrote one woman.
words summed up what
seems 2 general impression
are not delightful like rob-
or lesser tufted willow
warblers; that they are not play-
ful or even exactly nice; an
muhzyareinfactgreedy. cy-
pical birds with air of having
Peen too long at ses, write John
in The Christian

Allan
Bcience Monitor.

‘Now there can be no doubt
that sea gulls are greedy and
lack polish. Once when Joy and
1 were having 2 picnic on the
sands of a beautiful Devonshire
eoombe (bay), 2 large gannet

down and took a half
of butter out of Joy’s
We would have been

forced to eat dry rolls, only a

came down while

some ways more SO.

In Devon that time we watch-
ed a whole group playing
“Wave, wave, can't catch me,”
on a shelf of rocks thai was in-
fermittently flooded by incom-

ing waves.
Then the other day there was
this case up at Hartlepool, Eng-

£

sen gull was seen limping down
s ctveet ot Hartlepool,

knows it can get a meal in this
apparently unable to fly. way. When it has stuffed itself
“ull and escorted it to the full of police bread and butter
police station. (It is the custom
in England to take
troubles to the poli
lice called the loea
the Royal Socie
veniion vi Tiuelty %
While awaiting the arrival of
RSPCA irspec-
fed the sea gull

ty for the Pre-

G. W. Spencer,
tor, the police
on bread and butter.

away and, when he felt it was

ly on the wind, peering

ring.

Next week a second sea gull
was found wandering down the
of Hartlepool, 2p-
to fly. Another
bird lover saw it
up and took it to
tion. The police
RSPCA. While Mr. Spencer was
ey fed the poor
bread and but-

took the bird
when he felt it was
he let it go to

the police sta-

on his way th
pathetic bird on

fully recovered,
soar freely on the

oceans, and so forth.
A few days later a third bird
walking down the main-
a limping sea gull
making its way street.
He picked it up
police station,
phoned the RSPCA,

when Mr. ‘Spencer
had gone, the ser-
the butter off his
d said to the con-

#t of a wild hunch, a
kind of a feeling
something strange goin
We do nnt know.
do know, irom the news agency

In' the first week of April a

The Roses — With jockey
the winner's uircle at Louisville, Ky.,

Derby by 1% lengths. Owner
horse.

-

This time when Mr. Spencer

“It is the same bird every

int spot on its plumage. !t

it suddenly recovers the use
wings.”

its

. Spencer liberated the
bird. What has happened since,
T don’t kmow. But I expect the
gergeant and the constable are
Leginning almost to dreed the
sound of feet coming in to the
quiet of the station from out-
side in the street.

Anyway you can see what I
mean. It proves again that ap-
pearances are deceptive. Sea

are just as human as any

other birds.

Thought Son Dead
For 23 Years

Forty-four-year-old Italian
i is

the baby son she lost in infancy.
Now she has had 2 letter from

him.
Shortly after the birth of her
son Gianfranco, Malfada’s hus-

leave him for a while under the
care of his nurse in the small
Calabrian village where the
family had been living.
Great was her grief when a
few months later word came
_from the nurse that little Gian-
franco had died, victim of an
epidemic. As Mafalda was again
with child, she was unable to
travel and attend the funeral.

Fach vear, however, on the
anniversary of his death, she
sent money to the nurse to buy
a huge. bunch of white roses for
his little grave. Once or twice
she herself travelled to his place
of rest and there said her pray-
ers. ' -
She never cuspected that her
baby might stil be alive. But he
was. The nurse, having lost her
own baby in the epidemic,
wanted to keep the other boy
for herself. So she brought him
up and used the annual bunch
of white roses to decorate the
grave of her own baby.

Gianfranco grew into a strong

and healthy farm-labourer. Then
his foster-mother fell ill. Feel-
ing the end was near, she sent
for the pricst and made s full

confession.

Gianfranco immediately wrote

a letter to his mother.
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