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Ia Mem

ory Of

A Great Comedian

In Dan Leno England lost a

man of genius whose
and melancholy end was yet an-

untimely

other reminder that great wits
are sure to madness near allied.
Not that he was precisely a great
wit: rather a great droll; but

i n

great wi

1in his limits he ce

ly was, and probably no one has

ever caused more

laughter

cleaner laughter.

That was,

perhaps

greatest triumph,

sordid mate.
Jow co

or

ing success was his gift of taking
you into his confidence. The soul
of sympathy himself, he made
you sympathetic too. He address-
ed a Hall as though it were one
intimate friend. He told you his
farcical troubles as earnestly as
an unqguiet soul tells its spiritual
ones. You had to share them.
His perplexities became yours—
he gathered you in with his inti-
mate and impressive “Mark you”;
and you resigned yourse
played upo:
bright se
you that h sted you, that you
t You shared
and they were

face of 3 own-up child
r than a man, with many

parents as &
town to town, and
de. This
of pro-
nestness, pointed his
s irresistibly. I recollect one
song in the patter to which (and
latterly his songs were mostly
patter) he mentioned a firework
sold uxplcs%cn at home that carried
id. { Dboth his parents through the roof.
It was the strangest contrast— “I shall always remember it,” he
the quaint, old-fashioned, half- said, gravely, while his face lit
tic figure, iresse hi | with triumph and satisfaction,
andish garb, | “because it was the only time
_ba:tu(-d umbrella, that father and mother ever went
impossible hat, | out together.” That is quite a
most squalid secrets of the slums; | good specimen of his manner,
|
|

ympathetic obs
life, such w
ing the comic,
side, that it emerged ti
suitable, the gayest joke.
might be said to have been a
crucible that transmuted mud to |

and the resultant effect of light with its hint of pathos underly-
and happiness, laughter irresisti- ing the gigantic absurdity.
ble, and yet never for a moment irish (of course) by exiraction,
cruel, at anything, but always his real name was George Gal-
it } o o ma : i 2
:‘v:’t‘h.eh. The man was imma- vin: he took Leno from his step-
late.
father, and Dan from inspired
In this childlike simplicity of | misprint Hic fiecs oo RoPiF
\ hi simplicity mis; i y
e By s oo Sl isprint. His first triumphs were
- b el anifested we as a clog-dancer, and he danced
n p‘r( ab b,see the secret of his | superbly to the end, long after
1 a1 1 J y | H H 1
;r(:rr‘pﬂ(:!te ;zggirse‘ic}:'e?e“'t YO;K his mind was partially gone. But
tha aisticated city his | he will be remembe
: L H red as the
gt_mul’ elemental raptures seemed | sweetest-souled comedian that
;ﬂ\'lﬁl. : _The Americans looked ever swayed an z;udierce with
or cynicism, or at least a com- ¢ % i
e - Past Y groiesque ncnsense base: -
plete destructive philosophy — | tural fqact= -
|
|
{

such as their own funny m
have at their finger-tips e aﬁg gx:om o g ey i Londes™
he gave them humour not too far ¥ &V Luom
removed from tears. He gave
them fun, that rarest of qualities,
rarer far than wit or humour;
and, in their own idiom, they had
“no use” for it. i

In the deserts of pantomime
he was comparatively lost: his
true place was the stage of a

! Don‘t Let Lobsters’
| Feet Get Singed!
[ The human xs_th_é most compas-

| siongte animal on earth with the
il possible exception of some tame,

small Music Hall, where he could
get on terms with his audience

in 2 moment. Part of his amaz-
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M — Keyhole

back is an added attraction to
popcorn stitched suit, done in
red orlon knit for 1962.
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iovable pet. . . . The rest of the
earth’s creatures kill or main, eat
each other without a qualm. . . .

As New Englanders, we love
to dine on lobsters, crabs and
cla_ms. Our common habit is to
bring a pot to a rolling boil and
toss them in. . . . We excuse our-
selves by the thought that they
are among the lower forms of life
o but, they do feel pain, ob-
viously.

This pain to crustaceans . . . is
all needless, according to au-
thorities!

They point out that the large
crustaceans, who inhabit our
cooler sea waters, die quietly,
peacefully and automatically if
the temperature of the water
should rise slowly to about 100
degrees — a temperature that is
only warm to human hands. . . .

So, the recommended m
is to put these creatur
fresh water and
there for a while.
an anesthestic ef
fresh water dis:
salt from their ‘bodies. Then turn
the heat on and bring the water
to a slow boil and then cook to
the reccmmended time.

According to authorities, there
won’t be a quivering sound come
from the pot. As an added touch,
they recommended that a metal
mesh be put at the bottom of the
pot, so that the feet of the lobs-
ters or crabs cannot touch the
sudden, quick heat on the bottom
of the pot. . . .

Here’s to more, humanely
home-cooked crustaceans. — Ar-
lington (Mass.) Advocate

MISSILE HOUND — Reporter Don Cosgrove “interviews”
Dingo, a five-year-old Weimaraner trained to track down
small missile parts which bury themslves in the sand ot
White Sands Missile Range. The parts are sprayed with
shark liver oil before the missiles are launched.

, ATABLE TALKS

Jane Andrews.

Folks who come to our house
for dinner always ask how we
cooked the vegetables, because
they are invariably crisp and
tasty, full of flavor, never flabby
or overcooked, limp or watery.

“We cook them with lettuce
leaves,” we explain, “and with-
out water.”

First requirement for this is a
heavy cast - aluminum saucepan
or a casserole (glass or ceramic),
with a tight, heavy cover, writes
Edrie Van Dore in the Christian

Science Monitor.
- - -

i
J

) Melt butter or bacon drippings
in the container — or use salad
or cooking oil if you prefer —
about two tablespoons or more.
Place vegetables (frozen or
fresh) in the casserole or sauce-
pan, add seasonings but no wa-
ter, and cover completely with
washed and dripping wet lettuce
leaves — at least two or three
large ones, enough to cover com-
pletely the other vegetable. I use
the outer leaves. It's important
that they be wet, for this small
amount of moisture provides the
steam necessary for the cooking.
Now put the lid on, and set the
pPan over low heat, or the cas-
serole in a slow (325°F.) oven,
for about 45 minutes. You need
to practice this method a little to
learn your own timetable, but
the results are well worth- the
effort. Peas, beans, corn, or any
othcr vegetables are delicious
this way. )

*
Before they were being packed,
frozen, in combination, we cook-
ed our peas with fresh diced cel-
ery in this fashion, added shred-
ded onion and green pepper to
S, or celery and green
€ corn

. a surpris-

added to sliced

< if you add diced

v green pepper and slivers of
CTisSp raw onion just before serv-
Ing. The color accent is pretty

too.
* N .

.Incidw.tali}' but importantly
do you plan your meals in term:v
of color? It's so easy and suc'ﬁ
fun to think of vegetables espe-
cially in terms of their color
value, and it's nice to have
guest or husband n‘mar'k;m“‘}I‘(H'ii
looks delicious!” 3
Probably, if the rits were
known, that’s how the well-
known team of Peas and carrots
got together, hard - boiled egg

1

FIRST ONE — Bobby Cutair, 6, seems resig|
year-old-quadruplet sisters, who are, left to rig

%

&

ned to his fate as he helps entertain his 1-
ht, Annette, Bernadette, (_P:l

este end Denise.

| came to be sprinkled on spinach,
| and a blob of sour cream depos-
| ited on the plate full of borscht.
‘r w -~ .

We never serve carrots at our
house with sweet potatoes, or
cauliflower with mashed ones,
for instance, but vice versa,
Cauliflower looks better on a
plate with yams, and carrots
nestle nicely next to mounds of
mashed potato. The interesting
thing is that when you choose
vegetables for color, you usually
get a contrast of texture, too,
and then your guest or husband
says, “It tastes as good as it
looks!” .
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Strudel is made by rolling a
special pastry paper-thin, spread-
ing it with filling, and baking.
Traditional strudel made this
way is superb; but so is a strudel-
like cake made with yeast-raised
dough. The Fruit-And-Nut La-
den Roll below is a fine example,
and far easier for the home ba-
ker to turn out. Its sweet dough
?olds a delicious filling of rais-
ins, cherries and almonds. The
recipe was developed to appeal
to strudel fans and home bakers
alike.

. y B

One tip: Roll the dough out on
a floured cloth. Then, after
spreading it with filling, pick up
the long side of the cloth and
hol§ it so that the strudel rolis
easily into shape. Then pinch the
seam and ends well, so all the
filling stays right inside the
dough where it belongs.

- - -
FBL'IT-&-NUT LADEN ROLL
Yield—One Cake, 16 Servings

2 cups {aboui) pre-siitea all-
purpose flour

Y4 cup granulated sugar

% teaspoon salt

2 tablespoons chilled butter

!2 cup lukewarm water

2 teaspoons granulated sugar

2 envelopes active dry yeast

i cup milk

egg separated

cans (15 ounces each) sweet-
ened cherries, well drained

Cup seedless raisins

cup fine dry bread crumbs

2 cup gfranulated sugar

4 cu inely- p
alm?mds y-chopped blanched

1 teaspoon almond extract

'l tablespoon butter, melteq

3 tahlespoons granulated sugar
Combine the flour, ¥ cup su-

gar and salt in a mixing bow]:

cut in the 2 tablespoons chil]eé

butter finely. Measure lukewarm

water; stir in the 2 teaspoonsg

sugar. Sprinkle with yeast. Let

stand 10 minutes, then stir well,

Scald milk- cool to lukewarm,

B_eat €gg yolk. Add dissolved

yeast, lukewarm milk and egg

yolk to flour mixture and mix

well, adding a little more flour,

if necessary, to make gz soft.

dough. Turn oyt dough onto

board or canvas and

1
1
2

ntil smooth and elasti
ead | tic
4ce 1n greased bowl Gre
¢ o ase
top.. Cover. Let rise in a warm
glac;l, free from draft [mvil
oubled in b - 45 mi
oy ulk — about 45 min-

Meantime, comb;

1 = ne the we).
dram;d cherries, raisinct b::;ld
crumbs, the % cup sugar 1, ‘

sugar, 1, ¢
:):a t:m almonds ang almong eljf
tc‘ Punr‘h down dough, Tutn
out onto 3 hghtly-ﬂoured canv‘
and roll out into 5 16-ine; "y
Brush with the 1
melted butter,

and ends
Place rop se! side
. roll, sea i
.r:vn, dxagqnally on aml:;de
ased cookie sheet, Brush wifz

|
|

Times Have Changed
In Tin Pan Alley

Richard Rodgers wrote his first
song for a Broadway musical
when he was 17. Forty-two years
later he got around to compos-
ing his first lyrics. “No Strings,”
a new musical with the novel
phenomemon of Rodgers words
set to Rodgers music, opened
a few weeks ago at 54th Street

his fellow pro-
the public re-
sion to try on a
s venturesome.
musicals currently
In only two others
r dared to double

d deed live in the age

the specialistt And when a

composer and a lyricist — Fred-

erick Loewe and Alan Jay Ler-

ner, ac g to the legend —

can walk Rolls-Royce

showroom and write

,400 cars, who

will dare suggest that he alone
can fill both their jobs?

casually

Is any man worth two Roils-
R\‘\\l\.,
t the turn of the century a
waiter named James
ton wrote “When You
Were Sweet Sixteen” for a profit
of $15, which — to make the
vehicular comparison — might
have brought him a new bicycle.
If he had been so rash as to split
the fee with a lyricist, he could
barely have afforded the rear
end of a second-hand tandem.

I_’,ehold the rise of the song-
writer, from rags-times to riches.

Fifty years ago — remember
those bad film biographies? —
b.e was the man in the striped
shirt with elastic armbands and
a derby hat, thumping out musi-
cgl‘;‘x.rerac;es on a battered up-
right.

His qualifications as a lyricist
were based on an instinct for
sniffing out new rhymes for
moon and June.

One imagines him writing
ebout that moon shining above
the Wabash, coming over the
cowshed, and puffing through
othgr pastoral and romantic ex-
ercises while he faces the blank

egg v_\‘hite, sprinkle with the re-
maning chopped almonds and
the 3. tablespoons sugar. Cover.
Let rise in a warm place, free
from draft, until almost doubled
in bulk — about % hour. Bake
in a moderate oven (350 degrees)
30](;0 35 minutes. Serve warm or
cold.

f

Time fox-trots on,
leaves flip on the s
sound track advances .;::-rr:
key Trot” to “Char) p

In one short genery
image of the composer is tran
formed into a debonair ;‘w
ian who begins by writing 1¥
ternity musicals while study
law (Cole Porter), engineeriyg
(Vincent Youmans), or archige.
tecture {Haicld Rome),

His working quarters are the
Ritz, a Riviera villa, or 3 pe
constructed new England fam.
house, writes Melvin Maddos
in the Christian Science Moy
tor.

The scores of Broadway mys.
cals are musically correct, eyan
demanding. The 32-bar somg is
an antique.

The lyrics are sophisticated
The day has long since passed
when grammar teachers smirked
over titles like “Alone Toge-
ther.” Only on the Twisting
fringe can they find targets as
ripe as the aforementiocned Mr
Thornton’s “It Don't See Like
the Same Old Smile.”

Today's composer measures
himself against Leonard Bem-
stein (“On the Town," “Wes
Side Stary”).

Today's lyricist competes with
a Pulitzer-prize poet (Richard
Wilbur, “Candide”).

Tin Pan Alley has become a
apt dead phrase, applying to 1
world that has largely ceased o
exist.

No one has contributed mon
than Richard Rodgers to this s
cial, economic, and stylistic reve-
lution in songwriting.

Now he has returned in just
one respect to the older jack-of-
all-trades tradition, and a New
York reviewer solicitously won-
ders if double duty is “using up
some of Mr. Rodgers’ composing
energy.”

It is iromical enough to sug
gest one of those gently disillus
loned songs that Mr. Rodgen
writes so well . . . with lyrics, of
course, by somebody else.

Lady on the Bus: “I didnt
know what this pay televisa
business was all about until W
got the first bill from the televi-
sion repairman.”

Fashion Hint
FOR

WARMER WEATHER

ous Astronaut
About

k, says the dicticnary, is
t which happens to a person,
f by chance, in the course of
nts.” This is scarcely the defi-
ion Astronaut Alan B. Shep-
Jr. placed on the word when
appeared to testify before the
ce Committee, the first
three astronauts to do so.
He had been asked frequently,
said, “Where do you get your
o
“We make our own luck”
pard told the members of the
mmittee, “by careful attention
details and duty and design
d qualification tests.”
There is a lesson here for all
us. A first rate mechanic, for
ple, gets a raise. Why? Be-
use the boss thinks he has paid
tention to detail and knows
nat he is doing. This is what
akes him a good mechanic,
nce eligible for a raise.
We, in America, are accused of
ping much of our work in preity
loppy fashion and when one
linds missing parts in the body
a brand new automobile, it
ertainly seems so. It is true in
nany fields. Many of us do not
pay the attention to detail we
fhould pay, and we are much too
Inclined to think that anyone
vho is moving ahead is lucky.
Luck, in the opinion of Cmdr.
Bhepard, is not something which
happens by chance, but some-
ing one makes happen. If the
ck is good it simply indicates
pne has been on his toes, doing
e things he should have done,
nd doing them well. And bad
Juck happens, not by chance, but
because one has NOT been on his
oes and has NOT done the things
the should have done.
If this point of view could be-
ome widespread throughout the
nation as a result of Cmdr. Shep-
ard’s testimony, he would have
gontributed fully as much to the
nation’s morale and brighter fu-
ure as he did when he was
whiried through space in subor-
bital flight. — Cleveland Plain
Dealer

FADING STAR

Her long blond curls veiling
one eye, half-pint actress Ver-
onica Lake catapulted to Holly-
wood glory during World War II,
nd plunged from stardom almost

abruptly. Last month, The
(New York Post found the former
peckaboo girl—now 42, with her
hair drawn back—working as a
hostess-waitress-barmaid in the
taproom of a woman’s hotel in
Manhattan. She spoke vaguely of
writing an autobiography and of
trying a comeback in show bus-
iness, and she joked about her
three divorces. Of her old
movies, which she sometimes sees
on television, Veronica said: “I
don’t believe anybody was ever
that young.”

Q. How can i clean patent-
leather shoes or belts?

A. Mix up a =olution of two-
thirds vinegar and one-third
water. Apply this to the leather
with a soft cloth, and polish it
with & dry cloth. DPelroleum
Jelly, applied with the same pro-
cedure, will do a good job, too.
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SOWER OF SEED — An airplane is used to seed strip mine
pits near Montrose, Mo. A combination of brome grass,
orchard grass, fescue, alfalfa and lespedeza is used in effort
to restore vegetation to the strip coal mine pits.

THEPA'\EM ERONT

—

That chemist§ have been ex-
erting themselves on behalf of
the farmer is apparent from the
fact that 10 new chemicals ap-
pear among the pesticides reg-
istered with the Canada De-
partment of Agriculture in 1961.

Additional evidence is that
about 350 new pest control prod-
ucts are registered each year.

- . -

For the first time a living
organism — Bacillus thuringi-
ensis Berliner — has been reg-
istered for control of insects. It
kills caterpillars on tobacco and
vegetable crops aud is contained
in a dust and a wettable powder
available to Canadian farmers
through commercial channels.

- * =

Dominion Bureau of Statistics
records a jump of 24 per cent in
the sale of pesticides in the 12
months ended Sept. 30, 1961.
Total value was reported by 500
Canadian distributors to be $33.7
million, compared with $27 mil-
lion in the corresponding period
in 1959-60. The total has gone up
70 per cent in four years. About
93 per cent of the sales are made
by 150 firms.

Increases in sales were made
in all classes of pesticides. Last
year’s sales involved: agricultur-
al sprays and dusts $12.3 million;
livestock treatments $2.4 mil-
lion; herbicides $10.3 million;
household and industrial insec-
ticides $7.4 million; rodenticides
$0.56 million; and miscellaneous
products $0.67 million.

- - *

Bacterial ring rot is present in
all potato producing areas in
North America, says a govern-
ment expert. To get a crop free
of this disease, the grower
should: use only Foundation
seed; dispose of all contaming:ed
potatoes; and avoid recontamina-
tion by disinfecting all equip-
ment, machines,
that have been in contact with
other potato crops.

* * *

Breeding is under way on
mink ranches across Canada.
With 450,000 females held over
for this purpose last fall, opera-
tors are looking for a production
of 1500000 kits which, afier
normal losses, will give a crop of

CROSSWORD
PUZZLE
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Answer elsewhere on this page

some 1,350,000 pelts for sale at
auctions.

By the end of March this
year, fully 95 per cent of the
domestic pelt crop will have
been disposed of at satisfactory
prices and breeders are conse-
quently facing the future with
optimism. <
* . .

The Record of Performance
program for beef cattle showed
a substantial increase in activity
in the 1960-61 test year.

Although the number of herds
on test increased only to 133
from 120 the previous year, the
number of calves tested rose to
3,373 from 2,565. The total com-
prised 983 Aberdeen-Angus, 2,109
Herefords and 281 Shorthorns.

Number of herds and calves
tested last vear by province
were: New Brunswick, 11 and
88; Manitoba, 6 and 187; Sas-
katchewan, 44 and 1076; Al-
berta, 63 and 1,798; British Cgl-

ed in 1956, enables breeders to

program for beef cattle, launch-

compare rates of gain of animals
in their own herds as a basis for
herd improvement. Under the
plan, 3 breeder must have a min-
imum of five calves of the same
sex from the same sire and born
within a 90-day period. In addi-
tion, they must get the same
treatment up to weaning.

- -

Recommendations made last
fall by the National Advisory
Committee have been incorpor-
ated into the 1961-62 ROP pro-
gram.

The recommendations were:

1. Use of age-of-dam correc-
tion factors, determined from
ROP results, to adjust rate of
gain in the pre-weaning period.

2. Elimination of the practice
of adiusting the weaned weight
to a standard age of 180 days.

3. Extension of the acceptable
age range for entry on test to
cover from 160 o 230 days of
age at weaning. (Previous limits
were 150 to 210 days).

4. Acceptance of Charolais
herds for test on the basis of
a sex-sire group of five calves
eligible for registration. The
calves must be produced from
purebred dams or recorded dams
with a minimum of 15/16 Char-
olais breeding.

5. A federally supervised car-
cass appraisal program for ap-
plication in ROP beef herds.

A federally supported and

supervised progeny testing pro-
gram for beef bulls in Al service.

starts with the Son, then pro-

right hand of the throne.

My friend, Claude Horton, wri-
ting in Arnold’s Commentary,
tells again how the news of Wel-
lington’s victory over Napoleon

reached England. It came by ves-

sel to the south coast and by
semaphore was wig-wagged over-
land toward London. Atop Win-
chester Cathedral the semaphore

began to spell out the message,

“W-e-1-1-i-n-g-t-o-n  D-e-f-e-a-t-
e-d.” Then dense fog settled over
the land. The incomplete mes-
sage went on to London, blank-

In Real Estate

An astronomy buff since boy-

/gnesively shows him as the “Heir
of all things,” Creator of the
worlds, the brightness of God's
glory and express image of His

sustaining the worlds,

ISSUE 15 — 1962

hood, TV's Dave Garroway set
up an observatory — complete
with 12%-inch telescope — at
his summer place in Westhamp-

roway packed up his scope and
put the property up for sale
Last week, he sold it for $39,500
to 43-year-old Gerald Fisher, a
$35,000-a-year New York box
manufacturer. Less than 24 hours
after’ Fisher took title, storm-
swollen seas demolished the
seven-room house and its fur-
nishings, the two garages, the
observatory — everything but a
solitary fence post. Although in-
sured, and hopeful of recovering
his monetary losses, buyer ¥ish-
er seemed shaken by what he
called “the psychological aspect”
of the housebreaking. Sympa-
thetic seller Garroway said: “I'm
very sorry for him, naturally,
But you can't call off a sale
that’s been made.”

Upsidedown to Prevent Peeking

JEINY EENE] EEIE
GE e Clue
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gloves, sacks, _

WHAT | SAW
IN RED CHINA

(First of Series)
By FERNAND GIGON

Written for Newspaper
Enterprise Assn.

NEW YORK — The “Great
Leap Forward” once extolled by
Chinese propaganda is finished.

The back yard blast furnaces
which dotted the Communist
Chinese landscape are no more.
They were to supply ihe nation
with its iron and steel, but in-
dustrial smelters with Soviet

* machinery have taken over the
job. Gone, too, are the dormitor-
ies where men slept on one side
and women on the other. Gone
are the. community kitchens
where peasants ate the same
meal cooked in an immense
cauldron. Gone are the work
brigades of 250 to 350 persons
who would fall on a field like

a flight of birds to till and har-

vest the land. No longer are

children raised away from their
parents.

In less than two years these
features of the rural people’s
commune have disappeared.
The super-brains of the Com-
munist regime, who perhaps
have never set foot in a field,
are forced to admit the failure
of their policy which they im-
posed on 500 million peasants.

But, despite failure they will
not admit defeat. They still
maintain that they will “straight-
en the thinking of each Chinese
and raise his ideological con-
science.”

1 asked officials for permis-
sion to visit a rural commune
and perhaps to stay there two
or three days. The official an-
swered my question with only
a shrug of his shoulders.

Several future requests were
in vain. The People’s Repujlic
of China cannot bear to display
the evidence of its disastrous
policy, visible in the furrows of
the grain fields and rice paddies
of the south.

Finally, however, I succeeded
in visiting three communes
during my 750-mile trip from
Wuchang to Shanghai down the
Yangtze River.

* * *

They were, of course, rich
and prosperous communes
which work well. They can be
shown to a foreigner who will
be led to believe that they rep-
resent all 24000 communes

One of these communes which
I visited was a community of
23,000 persons under the leader-
ship of Kwang Yong Fo, an able
director whe rose to his position
from the laboring class. Kwang
is very popular with the work-
ers in his commune. In the prev-
ious year he had distributed to
the commune members an aver-
age of 247 yuan (a yuan is worth
about 40 US, cents). To the local
citizens he distributes the har-
vest of the commune. Only then
does -the government receive its
share.

On Kwang's commune, called
Tang Wei, three of the four
community tractors were park-
ed broken in a yard. Until me-
chanics could come to repair
them the peasants hauled out
their old wooden plows, and at-
tached their buffalo to them as
their ancestors had done for
generations. Muscle power is
still the main source of energy
in China — as it has been for
centuries.

Tang Wei is a singing com-
mune. I asked Director Kwang
for a translation of some of the
workers’” songs. Some of the
titles The Song of the
Clothes”; “Song of the Cotton”;
“Song of the Vegetables.”

Heavy with propaganda, some
of the lyrics went like this:

across the face of China.

sweat and naked muscle.

“Previously we had holes in
our hats and shoes without
soles. Our skin was our only
dress. Today our heads are cov-
ered by a new hat and our body
is clad in seven layers of cotton.
We also have seven pairs of
shoes.”

A team of girls was busy at
Tang Wei when I arrived, spray-
ing insecticide on the fields. An
increase in the inseet popula-
tion had been the result of a
program to. massacre crop-de-
stroying birds. The successful
bird eradication program killed
the bugs’ natural enemies.

- * *

Money is now used as a
strong incentive to increase ag-
ricultural and other production.
Because of this capitalistic-type
competition there often exists a
black market in reverse in the
rural areas. Sometimes the
amount of produce which a pea-
sant has for sale is so great that
he must keep his prices cut well
below the official level. Chick-
ens, rabbits, pigs and fruit are
offcréd for sale in the market
places.

At a collective called the Oc-
tober Commune, an autocratic
director named Wang pointed
proudly toward the fields. “Here,
whoever works hard makes big

peasants do with the land the
government has given them and
where they can grow whatever
they want.”

Wang, not a very capable ad-
ministrator, made up for his
ignorance by thundering at his
32,000 peasants. But he under-
stood his directives well from
Peiping.

In another commune, at the
village of Ho Chen, I walked
with a group of commune lead-
ers to the fields for a first-hand
look at the Chinese peasant at
work. Suddenly I saw a small
child run ahead of us and disap-
pear into a corn field. He was
to alert the workers that we
were arriving.

When we reached the peas-
ants they were, indeed, hard at
work. But not a single drop of
sweat was on their faces, and
their new shirts were still sharp-
ly creased.

* * -

This artificial display of zeal
does not diminish the quality
of the Chinese peasant in my
mind. I consider him one of
the best farmers in the worid.
What is embarrassing is this
mixture of propaganda and work
offered as a spectacle for the
foreign visitor to China.

So goes life in the peopie’s
communes in China. They are
prosperous if well directed, but
miserable if the local direct r's
incompetence combines wilh
the delirious policy of 1ne
party. But whatever their fail-
ures or successes, the agricul-
tural communes adapt them-
selves well to the earth and
mentality of China.

MUSCLE POWER: Much of the work in China is done

money,” he said. “Look what the

Next: The Black Market
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