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The federal government
has unveiled strict
anti-pollution measures
designed to protect the
waters of the Arctic and to
advance ils  sovercignty
claim in international law

The measures include a
series of new  criminal
offenses thzai could cost
convicted ship-owners up to
$100.000 for each offence

Ihe bill setting out the
measutes was accompanied
by another one replacing
Canada’s existing three-mile
territorial sea and nine-mile
exclusive fishing zone with a
I 2-mile sea limit

Prime Minister Trudeau
announced that Canada will
no lnngcr respect the
authority of the
Internationa! Court of
Jusiice at The Hague over
disputes involving pollution
mn waters off her east and
west  coasts and in  the
Arctic.

United Nations
Secretary-General U Thant
was advised of the step in a
letter delivered to him in
New York. Mr. Trudeau said
the measure was needed to
guard against Canada’s being
dragged into the
international court to
defend the new Arctic
legislation.

Canada will c¢laim
jurisdiction over all
commercial shipping that
comes close enough to the
Arctic archipelago to pose a
potential pollution problem.

The area covered goes far
beyond the waters the
government regards as
Canada’s own. But officials
insisted there are numerous
precedents for a nation
asserting limited jurisdiciion
beyond the limits of her
sovereignty in international
law.

Outside the Commons.
the prime minister cited the
example set by Canada and
the United States in
requiring aircraft
approaching the east and
west coasts to identify
themselves while still several
hundred miles offshore.

Mr. Trudeau stressed that
the Arctic bill *“is not an
assertion of sovereignty.”

“It is an exercise of our
desire to protect the Arctic
from the threat of
pollution.”

Opposition questioners
were unsuccessful in
Commons attempts to get
an estimated date for the
issuing of regulations for the
government’s wheat-acreage
reduction program. But
Otto Lang, minister without
portfolio responsible- for
wheat matters, promised 2
date will be set “as soon as
possible.”

Since the reduction
program was announced
Feb. 27 there have been
repeated inquiries on when
the detailed regulations
would be issued. Mr. Lang
told New Democrat Leader
T. C. Douglas that the
regulations now are being
drafted.

George Muir PC-Lisgar
asked xir. Lang whether
present regu:iations could be
amended so that farmers
who have wheat ground into
flour for their own use will
be allowed to keep all of it.

Farmers now can have 50
bushels ground, but must
leave half of it at the mili
against their cash advance
payments. Mr. Muir said
farmers should get all of it,
especially when large
families are involved.

Ihe government’s bill on
hate propaganda weathered
s hcaviest attack so far, Mr.
including a  charge by
former prime minister John
Dictenbaker that it could be
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Under the wheat
reductioin  program  larmicrs
would be paid So an acre
for wheat land switched 1o
summer fallow 1o a
maximum of 5o 000 a tarm.
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write that which the
government does not like.™
Diefenbaker
PC-Prince Albert questioned
the constitutionality of the
bill during debate on third
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linked it with Information equally
the Canadian
Radio-Television South who
Commission as an “‘assault
on freedom.™
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