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(3) Wilson Lakeg
This trail ¢ miency

Shawamg:_- River by
Hish“}'i_\ 69 approy ?
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of Highway 69 of

Wilson Lake road.

The return trip ¢
through forested jung
miles distance wit
stop-over sites includy
in the village of Ardhy
trail requires no tg
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For further info
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forests, Parry Sound
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Located in the scen
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and open areas. Trawl
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miles on Highway 3
east at the village of
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parking area. Visilo
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surround this recr
area.
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forests, Lindsay,
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26 mile marked (m
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The other night I was
sitting up late — away after
nine o’clock — thinking
about Christmas and of the
great changes that have
taken place.

I was contrasting
Christmas in the oid
country house of a century
ago, with the fires roaring

up the chimneys, and
Christmas in a modern
apartment.

I was thinking of the old
stage coach on the snowy
road with its roof piled high
with Christmas turkeys and
a rosy-faced “‘‘guard”
blowing on a keybugle and
\\\\\ = the passengers getting down

= every mile or so at a
crooked inn to drink hot
spiced ale —

I was thinking of the
Christmas iandscape of iong
ago when night settled
down upon it with the
twinkle of light from the
hcuses miles apart, and
contrasting the scene with

the glare of motor lights on
our modern highways —

In other words I was
comparing yesterday and

today. And on the whole
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stmas Ghost

- « - @ Christmas story that Charles Dickens
would have enjoyed
By STEPHEN LEACOCK

yesterday seemed all to the
good.

Now was it only the
warmth and romance and
snugness of the old
Christmas that seemed
superior to our days, but
Christmas carried with it
then a special kind of thrill
with its queer terrors, its
empty hearths, its lonely
graveyards, and its house
that stood alone in a dismal
wood, haunted.

And thinking of that if
occurred to me how
completely the ghost
business seems to be dying
out of our Christmas
literature. Not so very long

“ago there couldn’t be a

decent Christmas story or
Christmas adventure
without a ghost in it
wihereas nowadays —

And just at that moment

I looked and saw that there

was a ghost in the room.

I can’t imagine how he
got in, but there he was,
sitting in the easy chair in

the dark corner away from

the firelight. He had on my
own dressing gown and one
saw but little of his face.
“Are you a ghost?” 1
asked. “Yes,” he . said,

“worse luck.”
I ncticed as he spokz tha
he seemed to wave and
shiver as if he were made of
smoke. I couldn’t help but
pity the poor fellow, he
seemed so immaterial.

“Do you mind,” he went
on, in the same dejected
tone, “if I sit here and
haunt you for a while?”

“By all means,” I said,
“please do.”

“Thanks,” he answered,
“I haven’t had anything
decent to work on for years.
This is Christmas eve, isn’t
it?”

“Yes,” I said, “Christmas
eve.”

“Used to be my busiest
night,’’ the ghost
complained, “best night of
the whole year — and now
— say,” he said, “would you
believe it! [ went down this
evening to that dinner dance
they have at the Ritz
Cariton — thought I'd stand
behind one of the tables as a
silent spectre, the way I
used to in King George III’s
time —”

“Well?” 1 said.

“They put

(R

me out

See Next Page
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Set for flower lovers:

Flower Mist, Dusting Powder, Hand Lotion
and a bar of Bath Soap—all scented
with delightful Blue Grass, 10.00
Or Mémoire Chérie

: (with Hand Soap), 10.00

Elizabeth Arden Agency For Norfolk

CARDIFF

Pharmacy Ltd.

SIMCOE 426-3380
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