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by Jessie Miller :

Chambers Hall was a
large and handsome
brick structure, three
storeys’ high on the
corner of Talbot and
Park Streets. It was
built by William Cham-
bers after the Great
Fire of 1873. These
were the ‘Horse and
buggy days’ and a fine
equippage was the status
symbol as the motor
car is today.

Mr. Chambers went
into the carriage bus-
iness with his brother-
in-law, Mr. Sowter and
their building housed the
carriage and harness
business on the ground
floor. The display room
was at first on the sec-
ond floor, which later
housed the village coun-
‘cil where at most every
event of public interest
was carried out. Tra-
velling shows, public
meetings, dances, con-
certs, to say nothing
of election speakers and
other types of enter-
tainment.

I remember ‘‘Uncle
Tom’s Cabin’’ live in
1915, when Eliza es-
caped into Canada by
jumping from ice cake
to ice cake. My oldest
child aged 3 years, not
understanding the ser-
ious implications
though the Jjumping over
the ice was a comic
act and that it was up
to him to show ap-
preciation to the act.

The third floor was
the Oddfellows Hall and
fitted up in pomp and
circumstance. In later
years, the scouts also
used the Oddfellows
room. '

To go back to the
carriage business, Mr.
Chambers dissolved

partnership with Mr.

Sowter about 1880. Mr.
Sowter went into ‘‘Bug-
gies’” with Mr. Dan
Steele - grandfather of
Mrs. Winnifred Eadie.
The Chambers firm
dealt in better class
equipment. Maybe Steel
& Sowter did too. Sleighs
carriages and wagons
were resplendent and
not only light harness,
but fine high collars,
resplendent with tassel-
‘led collars and rosettes
weré worn by Clydes-

dales and Percherons,
while tails and manes
were braided and feath-
ered and ankies groom-
ed to a finish.

A true story is told
of a spoiled young man
on the Nanticoke road
who went into Chambers
Hall and ordered a set
of silver mounted har-
ness and cutter deluxe
for Christmas. The car-
riage maker went to the
father and asked if he
wished to pay for such
expensive gear. The
father answered quite
haughtily ‘‘Haven’t i ai-
ways paid you for
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This series of pictures was taken and brought
into the Record office by Mrs. Evan Higgins

The first one shows
it stood on March

the Jarvis town hall as
25, 1959. The second

picture, taken in April of ’59 shows the
building minus its top floor. The building is
almost. completely demolished in the third
picture, taken on May 18, 1959. In November

of 1960, the

Jarvis-Walpole municipal

final picture shows the new

building as it

stands on the Chambers Hall site.

everything my family
bought?’’ Yes said the
carriage maker, ‘“Then
have it ready for him
for Christmas.”’ Spoiled
boys date back many
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generations.

As all things rise and
wane, the carriage trade
is a thing of the past.
Gordon and Andrew
Miller had a general

-
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store, ‘““‘Miller Bros.”
in the

once proud
everything from hats to

shoes, wallpaper and
groceries. Then, in no
time, they were beyond
working and passed
away. Twice 1 re-
member the elections
being held in the emntv
store.- The gaol was in
the back, also the lib-
rary books in storage.

Peter Banks, biack-
smith, locked up the un-
employed, fed them
their supper #nd break-
fast. He was one of the
favourites who was liked
by the cold and hung:y.

There then came a
time when the town fath-
ers decided that Cham-
bers Hall had outlived
its time. The present,
neat, attractive and ef-
ficient hall, built on the
old site, with offices
for Walpole and Jarvis
Councils, 3 basement

" room for Scouts, Cubs,

etc., as well as public
meetings and housing
for fire fighting equip-
ment, fire alarm and
town businessingeneral
was built.

If anyone thinks of

‘any of the facts I left

out, please jog our
memories. I know the
public will be glad to
have extra facts.

BE X REGULAR BLOOD DONOR

Work sheets, file cards, ledgers,

stationery . . . all an integral part of
business. See us for what you need in
- print. We're glad to give estimates.
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Detachment investiga-
ted 88 occurrences of
various natures, includ--

"ing 10 Criminal investi-

gations of which four
adults were charged.
Two stolen cars were
recovered and three
missing persons lo-
cated. Investigations of
Liquor Control Act re-
sulted in two charges
being laid.

A total of 20 motor
vehicle collisions were
investigated including
two hit and run - both
drivers apprehended,
five personal injury
accidents, with 13
persons sustaining in-
Juries and 13 property
damage accidents.
MOTORISTS!

Children on bikes are
everywhere these days
and some of them are
experienced, safe cyc-
lists, but some are not.
Give these young inex-
perienced cyclists
the same ~ consid-
eration you'd show
if one of them were your
own child. Overtake
them cautiously, never
startle them with a
sudden blast of your
horn, and pass them with
plenty of room to spare.
Your extra care can
Save a young cyclist
from death or painful,
perlaps crippling in-
Jury.

Inattention on the
motorists behalf could
be fatal to a young child
going to school for the
first time.
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