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Santa’s White Beard, Red Suit

Who gave Santa his
red suit, broad girth,
white beard, ruddy
cheeks and nose, fur-
trimmed hat and coat?

Surprisingly enough,
the donor was a pol-
itical cartoonist.

The artist’s name was
Thomas Nast, cartoon-
ist for Harper’s Illus-
trated Weekly, who
also created the now -
famous symbols of the
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Republican elephant and
the Democratic donkey.

The figure of Santa
that Nast drew in 1863,
and perhaps earlier, has
proved to be the
definitive one, and even
today the figure as
drawn by Nast appears
occasionally on Christ-
mas greetings.

““Nast’s image of
Santa was extraord-
inary,”” says Mrs.

Jeannette Lee, director
of design at Hallmark.

‘‘He gave Santa many
of the qualities thathave
endeared him to child-
ren ever since, and we

Perhaps it was the
now-famous poem, ‘‘A
Visit from St. Nich-
olas,”” by Dr. Clement
Clarke Moore, that in-
spired Nast’s illustrat-
jon of Santa. In this
children’s classic of
1823, the right jolly old
elf, who looked like
a peddler with a pack
on his back, was first
described in print.

Nast followed Dr.
Moore’s description of
Santa in several part-
iculars, but many of his
concepis were original.

At the time of Nast’s
Santa Claus drawings

artist’s creation up till
then. He was shown
wearing stars and
stripes of the Union and
distributing gifts to
soldiers. Actually, this
Santa might have been
meant as a representat-
ion of Uncle Sam also.

A later, equally mov-
ing Nast illustration
featured a soldier’s
Christmas home - com-
ing.

Born in 1840 in the
tiny hamlet of Landeau,
Bavaria, Nast probably
pictured Santa as the
Long - imagined Saint
Nicholas of his child-

«“His own childhood
in far - off Bavaria has
been measured by the
yearly visits of .. .Sk
Nicholas . . . and the
girlhood of the woman
who was to become his
wife (Sarah Edwards)
of New York was intim-
ately associated with
brilliant and joyous
celebrations.

“Nast’s children
later recalled there was

always a multitude
of paper dolls -
marvellously big and

elaborate, a race long
since become extinct.

Come From Cartoonist

the festive blossom-
ing of the winter season-
and it was a beautiful
and sturdy family that
made Merry Christ- -
mas riot in the spacious
New York home.”’

In Nast’s day, the idea
of some sort of Santa
was not new to this
country. He was intro-
duced to North America
by the early Dutch
settlers and his name
was St. Nicholas. The

annual visit of this kind
man, who was thought
to have been a fourth-
century
his feast day, December

bishop, was

What Are The Facts About Christmas?

Everybody thinks that
space travel is some-
thing very new, but an
elderly gentleman in a
rather unique ‘‘space-
suit”’ set the pace years
ago. His name: Santa

Claus.

Now is the season
when he’s taking off
again, for it’s Christ-
mas.

How much do you know
about Christmas and
Santa Claus? Here are
some questions, dev-
eloped with the help of

Encyclopedia Inter -
national, to test your
knowledge. The answers
are at the bottom.

1. The first known

Christmas card was
designed in 1843 by an
Englishman named:
(A) Charles Dickens
(B) Sir Henry Cole
(C) John Calcott Hor-
sley.

2. The first Christ-
ian Nativity feast, cele-
brating the birth of
Christ occurred in the
fourth century on:

(A) January 6
(B) July 1l
(C) December 25.

3. Christmas did not
become a legal holiday
in the U.S. until:

(A) The Puritans arr-
ived in New England

(B) 1856

(C) Santa’s Helpers
Union went on strike.

4. The original name
of the gentleman we
know today as Santa

(A) Kris Kringle
(B) Clement C. Moore
(C) St. Nicholas.

1. (C) is correct.
Artist Horsley designed
the first known Christ-
mas greeting card for
his friend, Sir Henry
Cole, a wealthy London
gentleman. Charles
Dickens had his share
in Christmas 1843, too.
His book, ‘‘A Christmas
Carol,”” was published
that year.

2. (A) is correct. At
first, January 6, the

4. (C) is correct. with his poem, ‘‘A Visit
Kris Kringle is the from St. Nicholas,”” in
German name for 1823. St. Nicholas was a

Santa, while Clement C. real person,

Moore contributed to the
image of Santa Claus

first Santa Claus.
-Napanee Beaver.
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