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Risky future for

tobacco indusiry

by L.S. Vickery
Projecting future devel-

opments in the Canadian
tobacco industry is very
risky. Price increases,

changes in the national econ-
omy, world trade agreements
taxations, hcalth pressures,
mechanization and many
other variables can influence
the production of flue-cured
tobacco in Canada. The co-
operation of growers, buyers
manufacturers and various
government sectors is prob-
ably even more essential
today than in the past. This is
apparent in changing market
requirements, high costs,
and the decrease in the
preferential tariff between
Canada and the United
Kingdom.

There are several new
developments that could be
confusing to " the grower.
Usually changes have been
minor with little cost invol-
ved. In the past 25 years,
maj..- changes have included
irrigation, soil fumigation,
tying machines, kiln loaders,
harvesting aids and force-air
curing. Recently, changes in
the tobacco industry have
been more rapid requiring
more capital investment.
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The above article is an
excerpt taken from the 1975
spring issue of The Lighter,
published by the Canadian
Department of Agriculture.
Mr. Vickery is director of the
CDA Research Station,
Delhi. -Editor

Christmas
A Challenge and Celebration

Christmas, 1975, comes to a worid that wants *‘peace
>n earth, good will to men.”” But the desires of much of
‘he world, including our own strife-torn and uncertain
Canada, stem more from weariness than from love. This
world expects more from the flights of Henry Kissinger
and the manoeuvres of Pierre Trudeau than from the
flights and singing of angels. :

What then are we to make of Christmas this year?

To many it is but a pleasant legend that takes us for a
day or two from the daily drudgery of trying to make
ends meet -- a chance to forget how powerless many of
us have become. To others, who treasure the celebration
of human experience, Christmas is a bonus -- an extra
occasion, even an extra reason for celebration.

But Christmas, as Christians understand it, is neither
an idle legend nor a happy plus. It is a challenge to our
human existence. It is an uplifting of our human
existence. It calls for eelebration, not because we need a
party but because Christmas in reality upsets the life we
have designed and changes the reason for celebrating.

Unlike most of the mystic religions that are flowering
today in the midst of cur disillusion, Christmas faith
proves that God does act in human history in unexpected
ways and calls on a2 community to join his action.

As realists we know that the home of a friend or
relative is bricks and mortar, wood and nails, It is a
functional place, ornamented and often filled with
comfort, but still a functional place that has no real
feeling. But all that is changed and takes on menaing
when we realize that a loved one or an old friend lives
there. The silent walls speak a language of love.

Something like that happens to human history when we:
remember that Jesus Christ lived here. The cosmos
consists of matter and energy, as always. People and
communities continue to act with mixed motives.
Possibly peace among nations is a little more likely
because of Christ, but we cannot be certain of that. Yet
when we remember that Christ lived here, the walls and
ramparts of the world speak a different language.

We can say and believe then that we are about to enter
‘“‘the year of our Lord 1976."

Message

Once again we are fast approaching the most
celebrated season of the year. Once again police
departments throughout the country are issuing
warnings to drivers of the consequences if caught
driving while having consumed alcohol which would
result in ablood alcohol reading over the legal limit ...
and with good cause. The percentage of fatal accident
involving alcohol is extremely high, prosecution of the
drinking driver is on the increase throughout the nation.

In the past year we have read in the local papers where
whole families have been lost as a result of an
automobile crash -- if the facts were known -- caused by
someone’s over-indulgence in alcohol.

Haldimand-Norfolk Police are also issuing the usual
festive seasop warnings: If you have been drinking -
don’t plan on driving. Let’s ‘make the roads safe for
everyone. Police officers throughout the region will be
directing their attention towards apprehending the
drinking driver this festive season, and anyone in
violation will be processed through the courts and dealt
with according to law. Remember - ii’s not only safe but
much cheaper to arrange for a ride home, if you've be
en drinking.

On behalf of the officers and staff of Division 2,1 would
like to take this opportunity to thank the citizens in this
area for their co-operation during the past year, and
wish everyone a safe, healthy and happy Christmas.
Sgt. R. Chandler

by Ruth Morgret
Fake stockings hang,

From two 20-watt bulbs

In a corner,

By itself; lonely.
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Underneath

In a plastic stall

Lies a plaster baby

In plaster hay
Somewhere

Beneath the foil boxes.

But what is Christmas?

Of
The felt Stockings
Or
Or

It’s the baby in the hay
That haunts my mind;

Full of angelic grace
Seems to proclaim:

And down the street,

My thought.

Christmas

By a make-believe fireplace casting a red glow

Hidden beneath the artifical coals. .

A frosty plastic tree stands

Someone dusted off the Bible 3
And put it on the coffee table. =

The cards strung across the ceiling

The Babe in the manger bed

My father’s tales of years gone by?

Its face though cherub round and fair
Because the painter goofed
The smile that should be

““I told you that you would not hear!”’

Or did the painter goof?
-~

The church bell toils a5 1

SIOLOLOLRR B 8 e e e 88 88 8 e 8 e e e e
o e e et e N L

REPORT FROM QUEEN’S PARK

by Gordon Miller MPP
(Haldimand-Norfolk)

Provincial rent control
proposals have been much
discussed this past week,
and a number of briefs have
been submitted to the legis-
lative committee considering
these controls. Spokesmen
for apartment owners have
maintained that at least 10
per cent increases in rents
are necessary to cover higher
taxes, hydro and mainten
ance costs. On the other
hand, others have main-
tained that many landlords
will make windfall profits
next year even if rent incre-
ases are limited to the 8 per
cent proposed by the gov-
ernment. During. considera-
tion of the controls by a
committee of the whole
house, the legislation was
amended to include rooming
houses, as well as apart-
ments, noii-profit,
limited dividend and public
housing units and accommo-
dation costing more than
$500 a month. In effect,
renta) increases would be
restricced to 8 per cent,
retroactive to last July 30th,
for “‘any premises used or
intended to be used for
residentiat purposes.’” The 8
per cent limit would apply
also to rents increases after
January Ist, but landlords
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and tenants could appeal to
review boards.

Replying to a question from
Remo Mancini (Liberal, Es
sex South) the minister of
consumer and commercial
rclations told the legislature
that the government’s pro-
posed home warranty pro-
gramme will not be intro-
duced this session. However,
if the federal government
does not bring in legisiation
on such warranties, Ontario
will do so before the spring
construction season begins.

James Bullbrook (Liberal,
Sarnia) and David Peterson
(Liberal, London Centre)
members of the legislative
select committee on the pro-
posed 25 per cent Hydro
increase, refused to sign the
committee’s report, because
they feel the proposed trim-
ming of the increase to 22 per
cent is not sufficient reduc-
tion. The report recom-
mended a further reduction
in the rate should the prov-
ince decide to trim Hydro's
proposed 1976 borrowing
programme, and a $400 mil-
lion cut in Hydro's share of
the Government’s $2.2 bil-
lion borrowing programme
would permit a reduction in
the increase to about 20 per
cent. A 22 per cent increase
will translate into an incre-
ased cost to municipal util-
ities of about 16.5 per cent
and a jump of 13.9 per cent in
a ‘‘typical residential power
bill if other utility costs
remain constant.’’

The report recommended
that the Committee’s term be
extended from December 31
to March 31, 1976, *‘to allow
the committee to fulfil its
terms of reference in a
responsible manner’’. The 22
per cent increase in rates to

* the utilities and large indus-
-
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tries served directly bYy

.. Hydro is described as an

“*interim” measure. The
statement by the Liberal
Members, disassociating

themselves from the Comm-
ittee's report, argued that
the impact on retail sales
should be held to 12 per cent
in the spirit of battling
inflation, and suggested that
Hydro’s financial position
could be maintained by the
federdl and provincial gov-
ernments agreeing to forgo
pavback due on their invest-
ment in the Pickering Nuc-
lear Station and the prov-
ince’s non-collection of $16
million in rentals.

The Ministry of Health has
ordered all hospitals in the
province to freeze salaries of
senior employees, the num-
ber of full-time and part-time
staff and any planned expan-
sion in programmes and
services for 1976. Hospitals
have also been directed not
to submit budgets for 1976
pending further directives
from the ministry dealing
with areas where govern-
ment policy has not yet been
established. The salary
freeze will not apply to
middle management, such as
head nurses and nursing
supervisors, or anyone below
that level. It is directed at
senior management, because
these categories have receiv-
ed average increases of be-
tween 20 per cent and 40 per
cent in the past two years.

Health minister, Frank Mil-
ler has indicated that some
24 provincial hospitals are to
be closed down in order to
cut health costs, although he
has not specified which hosp-
itals will be affected. He has
stated that in areas where
the government closes hosp-
itals, workers will be assisted

to find alternative employ-
ment. There have been
charges that some hospiiais
in Ontario are unsafe, and
the minister has admitted
that this is so.

One obvious criterion which
will be used in deciding
whether hospitals should be
closed or not is the safety
factor, but poor conditions
alone would not be consid-
ered sufficient reason to
close a facility; according to
the minister.

The mediators ‘in the
Toronto school teachers’
strike have been working
around the clock in an effort
to reconcile the two dissent-
ing parties, and ‘William
Dickie, Ontario’s assistant
deputy minister of labour,
has said ‘‘There comes a
time in negotiations when
the parties become very ser-
ious about getting a settle-
ment when they know they
have to make concessions.
We're reaching that point
now.’’ However, the federal
anti-inflation board has ruled
that teachers have already
been offered too much
money. Some metro students
have been attempting to be
accepted at schools in their
parents’ cottage areas. How-
ever, on November 12th, the
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first day of Thc siiikc, ©

Simcoe County Board of
Education banned such

attendance, in order to pro-
tect Simcoe schools against
an influx of metro students.
Education Minister Tom
Wells has indicated that he
feels such a ban cannot be
justified under the terms of
the Education Act, and ‘the
Simcoe County Board has
now agreed to allow metro
students to attend classes 1!
Simcoe *'if we get an order
from the minister’’.

See you next week.

Dear Friends:

The prolonged mail strike
and the uncertainties which
it created have somewhat
changed the pattern of my
monthly newsletter In the
first place I have been unable
to mail a letter for October
and November, and second 1
did not get my usual Chris-
tmas letter prepared.

Accordingly, the December
mailing will be a combination
of a report of my activities for
three months plus a seasonal
niessage.

Vera joins me in wishing
everyone the warmest Chris-
tams Greeting. May you
have a happy holiday with
your families and friends.
We sincerely trust that the
New Year will bring you good
health, much joy and a full
measure of prosperity.

Your Member inter-
venes in the House Debates

These montlis have been
especially busy ones for me
in the House of Commons. 1
took advantage of several
opportunities to enter de-
bates on a variety of topics of
interest o our constituency
and of which I had some
personal knowledge.

(1) An Act to Increase
Interest Ratcs on Govern-
ment Annuities. This bill
will increase this interest
raie from 4% io 7%. Ceri-
ainly I supported this leng
overdue legislation and ex-
pressed the views of many of
my people who have written
or phoned me complaining of
the totaily inadequate re~
turns on this investment, in
the light of -extraordinary

increases in the cost of

living.
(2) Motion to Compensaie

~ Property Owner along North

Shore of Lake Erie. I moved a
motion to this effect in the
House of Commons and later
was granied time for a
special debate with the Parli

--amentary Secretary to the

Minister of the Environment
on this topic. The reply given
was to the effect that any
claim for compensation must
be channelled through the
Provincial government. The
total damage must be eight
million dollars before the
Federal Government will
contribute. In this instance
the total is estimated at
$800,000., far short of the
eight million required.

(3) Veterans' Affairs. As
the caucus chairman of this
committee, I presented a
special motion instructing
the government to introduce
forthwith legislation to imp-
iement the unanimous
recommendation of the
Standing Committee on Vet-
erans Affairs. The main
thrust of the recommend-
ations was to provide disabi-
lity pensions.of from ten to
twenty per cent for all
Prisoners of War, depending
on the length of their incar-
ceration. The government
refused to allow debate.
However, Stanley Knowles
and myself intend to intro-
duce the matter "again this
Thursday, December 11th, in
an effort to force the gov-
ernment’s hand.

(4) Proposed Investigation
of Buying Practices on the
tobacco Auction Exchanges.
Once again 1 raised this

particular question by means
of a motion before the House
of Commons. This was
prompted by a motion passed
by a public meeting of angry
farmers who were frustrated
by the low and erratic prices
being offered for their tob-
acco. 1 also asked for a
special debate on the subject
but have since decided to
postpone such action be-
cause prices have improved
and it seemed unwise to
unduly antagonize the buy-
ing companies.

(5) An Act to Amend the
Citizenship Act. Your Mem-
ber participated in the de-
bate on second reading
commending certain excel-
lent previsions of the bill
such as lowering the eligible
age for citizenship for twenty
one to eighteen years. How-
ever, I was critical of the
lowering of the period of
residence in Canada from
five to three years_before
applying for citizenship, with
the exception of British sub-
jects. It is my view that three
years is not sufficient time
for an immigrant to become
acquainted with the ways of
Canadian society, our culture
our language and our system
of government.

Constituency Office
On Thursday; December
~4th, ! opened a constituency
office in the Town of Sinicoe
at 61 Kent St. N. The phone
number is 519-426-3062.

Merrily, we chime in

Bulldozing-

BEST WISHES O<

\ &,

with Santa to send greetings {
and thanks to our loyal friends.

‘BROWNLEE

Backhoeing

586-3102

With every good
wish for the

holidays. Thanks
for your loyal
support.
LIERMAN’S
General Store

S

and home be blessed

M ay your hearth
this Christmas.

loyal friends and patrons for putting
your confidence in our hands.

Thanks to our

LIsisurance

Mrs. Jean Hoskins is the
secretary and she will be on
duty Monday through Friday
from 10.00 to 12.00 a.m. and
1.00 to 4.00 p.m. I will be
available by appointment on
Saturday mornings.

The Government of Canada
finances the cost of this
service for each Member of
parliament when he or she
wishes to take advantage of
this offer. The office is
operated cn a non-partisan
basis in order to provide
better service to all consitit-
uents. It was focated in
Simcoe since it is the largest
centre of population.

It is to be understood that 1
will continue to be in Cayuga
in the building housing the
Library and Agricultaral Off-
ice on the last Saturday of
each month from 10.00 a.m.
until 1.00 p.m.

Leaven for the Loaf

A witness kept answering
questions in the Court room
with, “Well, I think ...

*‘Don’t think™’, interrupted
the lawyer. ‘‘Tell us what

vou know, not
think.""

what ycu

‘‘Well, I am not a lawyer"",
the witness shot back. *‘l
can’t talk without thinking”'.

Compliments of the Season,

* Bill Knowles
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Hazlewood Pharmacy
Port Rowan 586-3983 2

With most
sincere hopes
that peace and
- happiness be

with us all.

Many thanks.

S
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Pick a card... any card, and send with it your best perso-
nal wishes. Enclose a snapshot with your holiday greet-
ings this year, and share happy memories with friends
and relatives. Your thoughtfulness will be appreciated
long after the festive season.

To all our
friends: Have
the very Merriest
Christmas. Many thanks.

DEEG’S

Lucky Dollar
Store

875-4881

DN ARy,

The most precious gifts of the Holy Season
are those of the heart. To friends and neighbors
...our gratitude for your loyal support.

RAM FERTILIZER

South Middleton | | Bill Dobbs : 4 ;
P Langton 875-4442 Courtland 842-5986
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