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was to “promote that knowledge of
-home sanitation, a better under-
standing of the economic and hy-
gienic value of foods and fuels, and
to a more scientific care of children
with a view of raising the general
;lt:'l!?ards of the health of our peo-

This concern for home improve-
ment was a major concern with Mrs.
Hoodless who is said to have com-
mented about her times that farm-
ers took better care of their farm
animals than wives did of their fam-

The topics of study in 1897 were
g::tl;;:gc izo&z:mrchitecture

g ight, sanitation
and ventilation, personal health,
gardening. and the arts and educa-
tion. Groups soon formed in other
towns and provinces, and by 1915
members carried the movement to
England. From there it spread to
4 Belgmm, Australia, South Africa,
Rhodesia, India, New Zeaiand, Hol-

other countries.

Auniomation
Traditionally a rural organiza-
tion, the Women’s Institute has tried
to shed its ‘“‘apple-pie-and-check-
‘ered-apron” image. Automation has
spread to towns and villages as well
as cities, and many of the institute

-

branches which started off as rural
groups are fast being hauled into

townships and rban areas.
: The aims of the group are essen-
tially the same as tl mdcglss?b&f
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of agriculture and f5oa, ﬁem
grams include food, clothing, home
furnishings, and gardening.

Along with these activities,
branch ings involve discussion

of such issues as various consumer

leading’lsz?i;ybr tproductsmaﬁ
a on mea
cessation of alcohol ads in the me-
dia. Letters on these issues are sent
on-belnltt oftheinsﬁtuteigﬂ.l:drele-
vant government agenc re-
plies are pursued. '

Exeeutives

Despite a to modify its
conservative m with the public,
the institute is not drawing the new,
young membership that it should,
according to some district execu-
tives.

Margaret. McKibbon, president
of the Wentworth South district
which comprises 12 branches with

314 members, said she the
fellowship that goes along with
being a member. .

- “There is a need to get together
with country women who have com-
mor interests. Maybe this is why the
rura; braaches are more
than the urban branches. Many
bramches that were country have
now become part of the city.”
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