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Hoodless and Erland Lee sit at Constitution table. : : ' s
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JARVIS WOMEN'S INSTITUTE

-

i The Jarvis branch of the West haldimand Women's Ipnstitute was organized February 2,,
gR906 in the Workmen's Lodge Room, which was then on {he second floor of the A, @ M, '
Brocery Store. The branch was organized by Mrs Thompscn of Canfield,.and Mrs Phillips
£ Selkirk, Fifty-six members joined during the first year, Sixty-eight members
IR 192 6 w as the largest membership in any year. .
S The first President wag Mrs. J. J. Parsons, wife of a well known Walpole Township
irmer., Sge te%ii the story of how she became presideant. At the inaugural meeting..
e presiding O0fficer was giving some househo ] ang i :
=figg uug those gresent. ghe ggve this ?n% ldwhﬁgﬁss%ggt§ﬁgtqg 230k gﬁmglﬁa}g%
: og”ad a tablespoonful of vinegar to the water, the fowl will be tender when
)ked"., Mrs Parsons replied " I'm going home and try that on our old rooster”.
l1 the ladies present had a good laugh and the chairman , after asking the name of
¢ lady who was geoing to fix her rooster, said "Mrs Parsons wouldnt you like to
 President? Afier a little coaxing Mrs Parsons accepted, and was President for
j¥en years. Mrs Parsons said she thought she was asked to take the position because
® was not afraid to speak out.
Ehe first Secretary was Miss Maude Parkinson (’later Mrs Andrew Miller ). She
d on December 24,.1925,
@ror the first #en years the members made dut theiirown programmes, then in 1%i6
fean buying the County printed programs, and have continued this practice up io
g present time.,
fthe pophilar opinion has been that in early years, the Institute was more or
s eeees a2 cooking class with the program mainly the giving of recipes. "Tis true
* $find records of Roll Calls such as " An eggless dish ", Strawberries and how to

B them". An Apple Dish, but we also have some such as this " A thought on Economy",
gaame a song or Poem ". We find records , and discussions "bandaging" ® Boning a
ficken"” and others along the line of Homemaking which is one of the most important
8 of the Women's Institute. We also find papers given " Hygeine in the Home"
je value of a Reading Circle" "The Children's Aid Society,", " Responsibilities
eMothers to daughters"m Effect of our home influence on our National and Political
mee " . "Youth and Character"” , " The legena of the Willow Pattera", and many oyher
tendid topics. These Topics were used up to 1916,
e Because our Motte is "For Home and Zounirv" the history of one branch is not

ey different from that of another. The variation being in the need in each community.
pm the beginning Jarvis Women's Institute helped in any worth-while project in
- Community, as well as helping the needy in the community. Flowers, and cards
ell as visits are listed for shut-ins and bereavements.
in 1910 it is noted that a vacuum cleaner was purchased for $24.00 for rent in
e comrunity. In 1910 a grant of money was made to the Library.

fEfforts from 1914 to 1918 were chiefly directed toward the work of the Red Cross
ks, bed jackets, pajamas, towels, sheets, pillow cases were donated as well as
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Verna Maluski, Women’s Institute member, sits at the harvest Creek. The kome is the site of the tirst Women’s Instiiate e bl lollowing the first World War the Womenls Institute was instrumental in having
tabie in the pioneer kitchen of the Erland Lee home in Stoney * meeting in 1897. & e " onument erected to the memory of the soldiers who had lost their lives. They
e sk , . J = 11 pay for keeping the plot in condition, and keeping flowers planted around
. monument.
@buring the years following the First World War we find the Jarvis W.I. engaged
many activities for the betterment of the community, among which are listed
eechase of a piane for the arena, First Aid Kits for the schools,Donating casp
lerd purchasing tables for the Agricultural Society, assisting with the Jﬁrv1s
r, and School Fair. When the village took over Peacocks liall for a Town Hall
f Institute bought a stage curtain, dishes, towels, utensils, piano, and other

i pment. ¢
PRarjagvils Branch celebrated its twenty fifth arniversary on Fcbruary 12 1931,

§the home of Mrs J. J. Parsons with over seventy present. Guests were the charter
fbers, fourteen of whom were present; the Jarvis clergy and thelr wives, Haldimand
briict Officers, Pres Mrs J. C. Payne; Sec. Mrs Doc Parkinson, Fed. Representative

8 J. peart, also the provincial President Mrs A. E. Walker.

PBuring Worls War 11 we co-operataed in every possible way with the Red Crosg

Bt fering hospitality to the strangers who came to the comm?nlty }n_connecfion

BB the Bimbing and Gunnery School. The advent of the Women's Division at the

ort brought the visit of Dr. Charlotte Whitton to the Air School, where she
besseda large audience. Owing to a number of plane crashes an Interngtlonal

M was established in the Presbyterian Cemetery. The Institute has tried to keep
Wers on these graves, during the summer months, and provides a wreath forArm;stlce
B When the armed Forces returned the W. I. played a prominent part .in planning

@celebration held in the Oark.
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